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This is the testing panel at the

TRAIN LIGHTING
DEPOT,
SPENCER STREET,

where generators of country
cars are tested after over-
haul. The globes, set in rows
above the dials, can be cut in
or out as required until equal
in number and power to those
in any particular type of
country carriage.
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ADVICE

produced and distributed to schools

throughout the State before the Christmas
vacation. With several apt illustrations, the
folder deals concisely with all the questions a
potential applicant wants to know about a job
in the railways.

T WENTY thousand copies of this folder were

““You have come to the end of your schoolboy
days,” the folder begins. ‘‘ You're a young man now
with an important decision to make—a decision which
will affect your whole future. Before you decide,
keep this in mind : vou have up to 50 years’ work in
front of you, and it 1s wise to look well ahead.

““ Remember, vou’ll soon be a man with growing
responsibilities. So, avoid a dead-end job and be
sure that the occupation you select offers a reasonable
measure of security. The object of this little booklet
is to invite you to consider a railway career.”

It gives the background to the operations of the
Department and stresses the edvantages and the secur-
ity of a railway career. Prospects for advancement
are clearly set out : what is said should inspire young
men to take up a railway career to-day. An outline 1s
given of the vacancies available, together with the rates
of pay and general conditions in the various grades.

In another pamphlet recently circulated, the active
co-operation of railwaymen is sought in the staff re-
cruiting campaign.

If you know of any likely youths undecided about their
future careers, send their names and addresses, together
with an idea of what particular work they are interested in,
to the Secretary for Railways, Room 225, Railway Offices,
Spencer Street, Melbourne. Application forms will then be
posted to them.

WE ARE NOT ALONE

O, we are not alone. England, too, is faced

with the necessity of bringing about a

quicker turn-round of railway trucks.
‘“ Saving one day in turn-round on each journey
would give us 50,000 extra waggons,” said the
British Minister for Transport (Mr. Alfred
Barnes) in Parliament recently. The railway
companies are making determined efforts to
reduce the time taken by trucks in transit and to
effect quicker loading and unloading at terminal
points. The Government has instructed its
various departments to help the railways in
their efforts.

Because customers must co-operate if turn-round
is to be really improved, Mr. Barnes impressed
‘““on all concerned the importance of speeding up
loading and release of wagons, in particular on
Saturdays in establishments conditioned to a five-
day week.”

The problems of truck availability have been
aggravated by the reduction in working hours—
followed by a reduction in truck repairs.

Here, in Victoria, we have not the same volume
of traffic as England. On an average day about
3,000 trucks are loaded but this figure will be con-
siderably increased during the harvesting period.
The solution to the problem of quicker turn-round
is the same as England’s: faster loading and un-
loading, accelerated movement en route and—a
vital factor—co-operation from railway customers.

Death of Mr. A. W. McLean

OWARDS the end of November, the death

occurred of Mr. A. W. (““Billy ) Mcl.ean,

Electrical Engineering Branch Engineer. For
many years he had suffered poor health, and al-
though only 57 vears of age, had retired from the
Department.

Joining the railways as Wireman in 1911, he rose
through the grades of Electrical Foreman, Assistant
Electrical Engineer, and Assistant Electrical Superin-
tendent to Electrical Engineer—an appointment he
received in 1930. At the time of his retirement he was
in charge of lighting and power installations in the
suburban area.

Quiet, kindly, and courteous, Mr. Mcl.ean was
always ready to lend his help and co-operation where
these were needed, and had earned both the respect
and the affection not only of his colleagues in his own
Branch, but also of the many other railwaymen with
whom he came in contact.

To the daughter who survives him, we offer sincere
svmpathy. :

ECHO OF FOOTBALL SEASON

N item just received from a contributor records

that, on the votes each week of readers of

Wednesday’s ‘“ Sporting Globe,” Fitter and
Turner Reg Harley, of the Newport Workshops,
was chosen as the best Association footballer for
1947. Heartiest congratulations, Reg. . .

There was no surprise at the result for, throughout
the season, he was consistently one of the best afield
for Williamstown, in which team he is a dashing
back-pocket player.

Long before the result of the voting was announced,
he had been eagerly sought by one of the League
teams. There is little doubt that his style of play
would make him an acquisition to that League side.

In 1946, Reg won Williamstown’s trophy for the
best and fairest player, while in 1945 he was adjudged
the best first-year player in the team. He is the son
of Stationmaster R. L. Harley, of Prahran.
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Good Wishes

From the Commissioners . . .

We wish all railwaymen and
their families health and happi-
ness during 1948.

—— Qe

The New Year is a time for
reflection, for reviewing the year
that has passed and planning for
the year ahead. Each year brings
its mistakes as well as its triumphs,
its regrets as well as its joys. We
make ¢ resolutions’’ now, in the
light of our past experience, to
guide us in the days to come.
Whether or not we see all of them
through, we are better men for
having made them.

1947 was not without its mistakes
and regrets. 1948 brings its own
clean slate. A mutual resolve to
keep the slate clean, to give service
which will really satisfy our patrons,
to pull together as a team : these
are good resolutions and worth
adopting.

May 1948 be a year that you
can look back to with pleasant

memories. /M
Aoy
A 57 Aars

Mr. W. D. Morgan Dies

ITH deep regret, the ‘° News Letter ”’ records
W the recent death of Mr. W. D. Morgan at the

age of 77. He retired from the position of
Comptroller of Stores in 1935.

Mr. Morgan’s railway career began in 1886, when he
joined the Stores Branch as a Supernumerary Mes-
senger. In the following year he was appointed to
the permanent clerical staff. From then on, he gained
experience in all phases of the Stores Branch, including
terms as Secretary of the Stores Board, Stores Pur-
chasing Agent and (for eight years) Ass1stant Comp-
troller of Stores.

. Morgan’s wife pre-deceased hlm about five
years ago.

Adventurous Life of
Phil Westney

AILWAYMEN will recall the arrival some
months ago of four children from London:
they had lost their parents and three other

members of the family in the hideous ° blitz.
Soon after they were orphaned in 1945, their
plight was brought to the notice of the Aus-
tralian Prime Minister (the late Mr. John Curtin)
who promised to arrange for their transport
to the haven of Australia when circumstances
permitted.

MR. and MRS. PHIL WESTNEY

That promise was redeemed, and on arrival in
Melbourne the children were met by their uncle
and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Phil Westney, of Caulfield,
with whom they have made their home. But it
was only recently that the ‘ News Letter ”’ heard that
Phil was a Victorian Railwayman : an Acting
Line Sub-Foreman, Signal & Telegraph Division,
Spencer Street.

Born in London in 1887, Phil early displayed that
precociousness that took him around the world
twice, the first time wia India; the second time
through many European countries. At the age of
15, he enlisted as a driver in a British Artillery
Regiment— ‘I told ‘em I was 18!” he said with a
chuckle.

When Phil was 18—truthfully—he went to India
with his Regiment. ‘“I thought it would be good,”
he said, ‘“as I was a pretty good shot; but I never
saw a lion, a tiger or a leopard !’ He left the army
in 1910 to become a policeman in Calcutta, and had
many exciting adventures, too numerous to mention.

Tiring of a policeman’s life, he became ‘‘ a sort of
works- manager "’ in a constructional company,
and, with Indian labour, he carved out of dense
jungles, miles of roads and model villages, parklands
and so on. In a few years, he had the urge to move
on again. So he took the first vecant berth on the
first ship that came along—and it just happened that
it was bound for Australia. That was in mid-1914.

After a few months, he was off again: this
time with the first Australian Contingent of the First
A.LLF. He went on to England, re-joined his old
Regiment and was soon embroiled in the fighting in
France. But, in December 1915, his term of service
expired and theoretically he was out of the army.
Still, as he said, he didn’t fancy quitting just then,
so he re-enlisted, serving in a mobile artillery unit
that linked him up with the French, Belgians,
Americans and Australians.

Phil certainly displayed outstanding bravery, for he
won the D.C.M. and M. and was Mentioned in Des-
patches. Later, he was with the Army of Occupation in

Germany for six months. Returning to Australia in
1919, he joined the Department in 1920.
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Behind the Railway Scene :

HOSPITAL FOR COUNTRY TRAINS

EXT door to the North Melbourne Locomotive Depot stand the buildings of the North Melbourne
Workshops. Many railwaymen still refer to them by their old title the ““Car & Waggon Shops.”
The Workshops comprise a railway hospital for country trains, where passenger carriages,
trucks and vans are given attention. Some rolling stock goes there for routine overhaul, the rest
goes in through the ‘‘casualty’ entrance seeking treatment for ills and ailments contracted in
service.

Sparks fly as a ‘‘patient’ receives treatment
p y p

Every carriage, truck and van in the Department
is lifted off its wheels and overhauled regularly.
Trucks are lifted every five years, carriages more
frequently. The Mildura cars are lifted every 12
months, because of the effects of sand on the under-
gear. ‘‘ Spirit of Progress’ is given attention every
two years. Typical repairs are the fitting of new
“W?” guards, new axle boxes, and new brakes.
In running, wheels and flanges lose their contours
and, in a section of the Workshops, a wheel lathe
shaves the tires until the original contours are restored.
After several treatments, during 20 years or so, the
wheels must be sent to Newport Workshops for the
fitting of new tires.

During the routine examinations, damaged panels
are beaten straight again, bodywork attended to,
hinges repaired, and the car, truck or van restored
to its original perfection. Frequently painting is
necessary.

The preliminary diagnosis that sends rolling stock
to hospital for emergency treatment is made by the
Train Examiner. At the Workshops a thorough
examination is carried out and the casualty which
comes in for one operation may undergo a dozen
before being declared fit for duty. North Melbourne
works in close co-operation with Newport Workshops
and often sends patients there for further attention.

There are many wards and theatres at the ‘‘ hospital ”’
of the North Melbourne Workshops. They include the Lift-
ing Shop and Lifting Yards, Upholstery and Blacksmith
Shops, the Car Paint Shop, the Brake Testing Room,
and several outside yards.

Itis in the Lifting Shop and Yards that stock is lifted
off its wheels. A crane lifts one end of the car or truck
and the wheels and axle are run clear. A trestle is

then inserted in their stead. Then the other end is
lifted and the process repeated. .

Looking after carriage seats is the main job of the
Upholstery Shop, where seats are stripped down and
completely rebuilt. New leather, new hessian, and
new springs are used. When the leather has been
lacquered, the seats are exposed to a battery of infra-
red ray lamps.

There is warmth in the Blacksmiths’ Shop, too,
but of quite a different nature. It is the livid heat
of forges and furnaces and charcoal burners. The
Blacksmiths, Welders and Coppersmiths run a very
hot and noisy operating theatre—but a very important
one. Under the same roof the Sawyers have a complete
saw-mill. Jobbing machines occupy other parts of
the shops.

Truck-lifting by crane

In the yards outside the Blacksmiths’ Shop, repairs
of every description are made to trucks and vans.
Panels are beaten, doors straightened, roofs mended,
floors put in order and wheat trucks made almost
water-tight.

Before going into service again many carriages
are painted. This is a job for the Car Paint Shop.
Carriages are stripped down to a husk, the old paint
scraped off to the original woodwork, and interior
and exterior re-painted. The scene is colourful
inside the shop, with the blue and gold of a ** Spirit
of Progress’’ car, green of an *‘ Overland,” and dull
red of country cars.

Every week about 50 cars and vans and 500 trucks
pass through the North Melbourne Workshops. They
are attended to by a team of over 500 railwaymen, in-
cluding Blacksmiths, Boilermakers, Car Builders, Fitters,
Iron Machinists, Padders, Painters, Running Gear Re-

airers, Shunters, Undergear Repairers and Upholsterers.

any men of many skills are needed to keep the rolling
stock rolling.

h\
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Two-tier Truck for Moving Motor-car Bodies

PAINTED RED with a wide yellow stripe, the above truck recently caused interest on its arrival

in the Spencer Street yards. It was an “ O” class 40-ton truck of the South Australian Railways
and had been specially fitted for the experimental transport from Adelaide to Melbourne of six
motor-car bodies secured in two tiers. It is expected that this traffic will be regularly maintained

between the two capitals.

LITTLE-KNOWN FACTS ABOUT RAIL TICKETS

AST month Mr. I. R. McLaughlin, of Chats-
wood, N.S.W., brought along a unique
railway relic : the first monthly train ticket

issued in Victoria. His great-grandfather, Mr.
Charles Berghoff, was its holder. The ticket
was available for travel between Melbourne and
Sandridge during February 1855, cost 30s. (com-
pared with the present-day lst-class monthly
fare of 16s. 1d.), and was signed personally by
both the Secretary of the Melbourne and Hob-
son’s Bay Railway Company (Joseph Ward) and
the Stationmaster at Sandridge (Alfred C. Fox).
Unfortunately the ticket was too faded for repro-
duction.

About the time of Mr. McLaughlin’s visit, the
August and September issues of the English magazine,
‘“ Chamber’s Journal,”’ came to hand. Among its ar-
ticles were those by H. Hudson on the subjects of Home
and Foreign Railway Tickets. Mr. Hudson’s hobby
is the collection of ‘“Edmonson” tickets. He has over
25,000 types altogether, and is still adding specimens.

An ‘“Edmonson” ticket is the standard type of
ticket you buy on a suburban journey. It is a replica
of the usual English railway ticket. ‘‘ Except by a
seasoned traveller,”” Mr. Hudson points out, ‘it is
probably not realised that nearly every railway in the
world now issues tickets
of exactly the same size and
@ shape as those purchased at
# the booking-offices of any
British railway.”

The man who invented
this type of ticket was an
English Railway Clerk named
Thomas Edmonson. Helped
i by a watchmaker friend, he
: T ? made a machine in 1840
Issued when the colony of which stamped his tickets

Vigtoria wacsosllllgrt of CODPEr  (ith the name of the issuing
) station, the class of carriage,

and a consecutive number—all in one uniform arrange-
ment. He patented the device, and persuaded British

£

Railway companies to adopt it. He turned then to
further inventions, including a standard rack for
holding the tickets, and these, too, were accepted.

‘“ Because Thomas Edmouson patented his idea,’”” Mr.
Hudson says, * it followed that any railway wishing to make
use of them had to adopt the size of ticket he standardized.
As new railways were built all over the world, they came to
Edmonson for their ticket-issuing equipment, at least while
the patent was in force, and after it lapsed the size of the
ticket naturally persisted, since it was the only size that
would fit the storage racks.”"

Victoria based its general railway practices on
English models—and so ‘“ Edmonson > tickets were
adopted here—and are still *‘ standard.”

Every year we sell about 80 million of these
““ Edmonson > tickets. Placed end to end they
would follow the length of the railway line from
Adelaide to Cairns. They could cover the city area
bounded by Flinders, Bourke, Elizabeth and Russell
Streets. They weigh something like 80 tons.

And speaking of tickets, a strange relic from the
days of the Melbourne and Hobson’s Bay United Rail-
way Company (formed in 1865 by the amalgamation of
the Hobson’s Bay, the Melbourne, and the Brighton
Companies) is shown in the accompanying photo-
graph. It is not a ticket for travel, but a substitute
for a half-penny, issued because of a grave copper
shortage in the colony of Victoria. The initials ¢ J.W.”
are those of John Wakefield, later President of the
Company. He issued the first railway ticket sold at
St. Kilda station—in May 1857 ; over 90 years ago.

Grand Old Colac Citizen

EWS that Mr. Harry Gaylard recently celebrated

his 80th birthday will be acclaimed throughout the
. Western District—and beyond. His five souas,
including Goods Guard C. Gaylard, of the Melbourne
Yard, tendered him a public birthday party at Colac.
Among the many guests were “ some old friends of this
grand old citizen of Colac'’, as the local newspaper ap-
preciatively reported.

The veteran will be remembered by old-timers when he
was a Ganger at Kiata, Timboon, Terang, Hattah and
Beeac. He retired in 1932 while located at Colac. All his
life he has been an ardent gun shot over the traps and in
the field. Even to-day, his vision is so good that he still
follows the sport. All the very best, Harry |
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Examiner Jack Moore takes time off
to smile for the camera.
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Leading Porter Bill Baldock adjusts the
automatic staff exchange apparatus.

= McArthur maintenances an inspection
Foster and Track Ganger Charlie West
dwls., (Above) Train Examiner Reg
‘iple valve of an 1" truck.
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AIRCRAFT WILL SPEED-UP RAIL TRACK SURVEYS

made of about 160 miles of railway tracks,

the Melbourne and Flinders Street Yards,
and the metropolitan workshop areas. One
aircraft completed the task in a little over four
days (it would have taken months by ordinary
methods), at about one-fourth the cost of a
normal ground survey.

Q photographic aerial survey was recently

The use of aircraft for such work will allow many
surveys, postponed because of staff shortages, to be

undertaken. The photo scale is large enough to pro-
vide scale plans up to 20 feet to the inch, and show
clearly all the features usually measured by ground
survey parties.

Aerial survey is more than a matter of simple
photography. It is a highly developed art, perfected
during the Second World War. For the detailed
pictures required by the Railways, a low-flying
low-speed aeroplane is needed. A ‘‘ Dragonfly ”—a
twin-engined biplane which can cruise at 80 m.p.h.—
took the pictures in this particular survey.

Newport

Power Station reduced to an

Each photograph taken measures about 9 inches
long and 64 inches wide. With the plane flying
at 1200 feet above ground the scale obtained is 100
feet to the inch. Each photograph covers an area
of about 900 feet by 650 feet. Seven or eight
photographs cover a strip of railway one mile long—
and are taken in only 45 seconds flying time! In
the photographs, which show all details for a
distance of several hundred feet outside the railway
boundaries, every rail and sleeper can be seen clearly;
even the overhead wires are often plainly discernible.

Interpreting air photos is, itself, a skilled task.
Air pockets, variations in flying height, tip and tilt
of the aircraft and other factors cause distortion of
the pictures. An elaborate system of ‘¢ correction,”

by mathematical calculation, must therefore be carried
out. The negatives are then *‘corrected” in a
special enlarging camera, and accurate prints taken.
Joined together in a mosaic they give a complete scale
picture plan of the area surveyed.

AERIAL SURVEY photograph of portion of the new sidings for storing coal for the «
approximate scale of 145 feet to 1 inch.

89th Birthday Of V.R. State-Owned System

Government Railways in Victoria. On that

day in 1859, the State-owned system was
inaugurated with much pomp and circumstance.
Sir Henry Barkly (the Governor) rode in a
special train from Melbourne to Williamstown,
and from Footscray to Sunbury, thus officially
opening those lines.

A public holiday was declared for the occasion.
In brilliant sunshine, thousands of citizens gathered
at Batman’s Hill station (now Spencer Street) to
witness the arrival of His Excellency. To the
accompaniment of an artillery salute, the Governor’s
train of six carriages, hauled by Engine No. 1, left
at 10.20 a.m.

Crossing the decorated Saltwater River Bridge
at a speed of 25 miles per hour, the train ‘‘ raced
through the village of Footscray at 30 miles per
hour.” On its arrival at Williamstown at 10.42
a.m., Port Gellibrand Fort thundered a salute of 19
guns.

]ANUARY 13 will mark the 89th birthday of

At Sunbury, another artillery salute welcomed
the arrival of the Governor, who then set the foun-
dation stone of Jackson's Creek Viaduct, The
contractors for the line from Footscray to Bendigo
provided an elaborate luncheon, at which, from all
contemporary accounts, neither the viands nor the
speeches were rationed. The contractor’s men
were not forgotten: a highspot for them was the
roasting, whole, of two bullocks. On Friday evening,
January 14, a ball at the Exhibition Building, Wil-
liam Street, Melbourne, concluded the round of cele-
brations.

Public traffic to Williamstown commenced on
January 17, with nine trains daily each way. The
first ran at 8.30 a.m.; the last at 6 p.m. The
Sunbury line service began on February 10, 1859.

For more than a year after opening, the Victorian
Railways had only five locomotives; one passenger
and four goods.
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Railway Families :

The Johns

Of Warragul

URELY the Johns of Warragul set a record among railway families : five of them are in the service, the father

and four of his sons.
Shunter as well ! Driver Les Johns has been at Warragul for 34 vears.
a fine family of six sons and four daughters.

HERE ARE the
Back row (left to right): Les (Senior),
Front row : Alf and Ray.

is a potential railwayman, too.

railway members of the
Horace,

johs amily.
Les (Junior).

And finally there’s Rav, the baby of the family.

They can make up two engine crews—yes, two Drivers and two Firemen—and there is a

There, he and his wife have raised

Les (Junior), Alf, Horace and Ray all became railwaymen, and during

the war years Jean was a Waitress in
the Warragul Refreshment Room.
(She and her sisters are all married
now.) ‘The eldest son, Les, is him-
self the father of a boy and two girls.
His son is three years old and ‘‘ ab-
solutely engine-mad,” says the proud
father. ‘“He knows more about
trains than I do.” Les came to the
Department eight years ago, and is
now a Shunter. His hobby is radio
building, but recently he bought a
house at Warragul and the garden
claims all his spare time. Alf—who
has just obtained his driving ticket—
is two years vounger than Les. He
lives two doors away from his big bro-
ther, and 1s married to a sister of Les’s
wife ! Fe has a delightful little
daughter. Horace is an Engine Cleaner,
qualified in firing, and often employed
as Fireman. Not so long ago he, too,
secured his own house—and the work
that goes with it. He has a son who
Ray is only 20. He is an Engine

Cleaner, and he also is qualified in firing. Whenever Ray isaway from the grease and grime of an engine he buries himself

in the grease and grime of a motor bike.

often. Of the ten children, eight are married, and only Ray and Bob are still living at home.
are more than a wonderful railway family—they are a wonderful Australian family.

Johns, have a lot to be proud of.

No motor bike in Victoria has been pulled to pieces and put together again so

The Johns of Warragul
And vou, Driver Les Johns and Mrs.

BEST-KNOWN V.R. INSTITUTE SPORTING IDENTITY

F you are passing Electric Suburban Guard Bill
Donald in the V.R.I. corridor, try to be funny and
mumble very quickly : * Well, that was a nice
angle goal played to mid-on, although being foot-faulted
meant he upper-cutted with the left when a body scissors
was applied.”” The fact that you have made a
““scrambled egg” of football, cricket, tennis, boxing
S B and wrestling will not dismay him.
| He will understand all right : he is in
the adnunistrative forefront of all
those V.R.I. sporting activities.

No other Institute identity has a
comparable record of long, close
and valuable association with the
sporting side. How Bill manages
to keep pace with his committee and
other engagements 1s baffling,
especially as he is a shift-worker.
Still, he revels in the opportunities
it gives him “‘ to meet such a grand
lot of chaps.”

Besides the demands that sport make on his leisure,
Bill is a Councillor of the Institute. His remarkable
record can best be set out this way : he is or was :—

President : Football, Tennis* and Cricket Associations ;

Jolimont Yard Cricket and Football Clubs ; Essendon Line
Cricket Club.

Chairman : Football Independent Tribunal*: Sports
Committee that co-ordinates V.R.I. sporting activities ;
Gymnasium Committee*

Secretary: Jolimont Yard Football and Cricket Clubs ;
Assistant Secretary, Cricket Association.*

V.R.I. Council: A Councillor since 1925, when he was
elected by members ; for more than 10 years he has been a
Commissioners’ nominee. Is Senior Councillor.*

Miscellaneous : Member House* and Finance Com-
mittees ; Institute Representative on Interstate sporting
trips ;* member of Selection Committee of Interstate and
Carnival sides;* member V.R.JI. Sports ‘Committee ;*
Institute Representative on Gymnasium Committee and
Football League.* .

Life-Member : Tennis and Football Associations.*

Bill Donald

The asterisks indicate the offices Bill holds to-day.
Departmentally, Bill began as a Lad Porter at
Essendon in 1913 and, after terms as a Block Recorder
and Shunter at various locations, including Mary-
borough, he became an Electric Suburban Guard in
1923. Twelve years ago, he returned to Essendon.

Diesel Students On Up-Grade

ROM the Hon. Secretary, V.R.I. Diesel
F Engineering Society (Mr. E. H. Bowles,

Motor Trolley Driver, North Melbourne
Workshops), the ‘“ News Letter” has received
advice that Mr. F. Marriott (Leading Hand Fitter,
Laurens Street), who is President of the Society,
was last month elected to the Council of the
newly-formed Victorian Branch of the Institute
of Diesel Engineers of Australia.

Several months ago, Mr. Marriott was admitted as a
Member of the Australian Institute (M.I1.D.E.), whilst
Mr. L. Barker (Ex-Rail Motor Driver, Fawkner)
became an Associate Member (A.M.I.D.E.) and Mr.
Bowles an Associate of the Institute (A.I.D.E.).

Heartiest congratulations to these progressive rail-
waymen. Incidentally, they were largely responsible
for the formation of the V.R.I. Society, which recently
completed its first year of activity. During that time,
visits were made to depots and workshops to study
diesel engines at first-hand; lectures were given;
and several appropriate films were screened. Last
month, a number of members of the Society sat for
examination for entrance to the Institute of Diesel
Engineers of Australia.

Interest in the V.R.I. Society is rapidly growing, and
any railwayman wishing to join should get in touch
with Mr. Bowles at the Institute.
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HEALTHY CONDITION OF V.R:Il. SUB-CENTRES

bers of the V.R.I. Sub-centre, have reason

for feeling proud. They have recently
liquidated the debt on the local Institute building.
Officially opened in August 1941, the building
represented the voluntary efforts of Shepparton
Depot carpenters working in their spare time,
with other railwaymen providing the semi-
skilled labour. These enthusiasts worked under
the general direction of a carpenter who had
been booked-off and paid by the Institute.

Because of the amount of voluntary labour put into
the work, the building was erected at a cost of ap-
proximately £400 less than any other similar Institute
building in the State.

The occasion was commemorated by a Smoke
Social, which was an outstanding success. Central
Council was represented by Messrs. G. Bennett and
A. Telford (Councillors), and W. E. Elliott (General
Secretary). Also present were several past-officers of
the Sub-centre, including Mr. G. Hawkins (first
President) and Mr. H. Brent (a former Secretary).

Speakers emphasized the generosity of all who
helped construct the building, with special reference
to the then Sub-foreman (Mr. F. Stevenson), and the
Leading Hand Carpenter (Mr. S. Bullen).

SHEPPARTON railwaymen who are mem-~

EDUCATIONAL ADVANTAGES.

T the recent annual meeting of the Bendigo V.R.IL,

high tributes were paid to the value of the educational

facilities offered members. Special reference was
made to the work of the Instructors : Mr. S. Brogan (Engine
Working and Westinghouse Brake); Mr. C. Hicks (Safe
Working) ; Mr. H. Espie (Telegraphy); and Mr. A, Cronin
(Ticket Checking).

Mr. W. C. Ellis (President of the Bendigo Sub-
centre) presided and welcomed several visitors from
Melbourne, including Mr. T. R. Collier (General
President).

The following members were appointed to the
Committee : Messrs. C. Avent, J. C. Chamney, A.
Cronin, W. J. Dwyer, S. C, Ellis, J. W. McNamara,
L. T. Harding, J. B. Loveless, K. W. Macwhirter,
L. D. Morrow, A. W. Murdoch, A. Norris, W. Reid
and H. S. Watts.

UYEN—a 100 per cent. V.R.I. Sub-centre, by the
way-—had a busy week-end recently. On the Saturday
evening, a dinner celebrated the clearing of the debt

on the local Institute hall; on the following night the
annual meeting was_held.

Central Council was represented by Mr. T. R.
Collier (President), and Messrs. J. S. Hocking and A.
Telford (Councillors) and W. E. Elliott (General
Secretary). Amongst the other visitors was Mr. Len
Dobson, who, as the first Secretary of the Sub-centre,
worked untiringly—and successfully—to place the
activities on a sure footing.

ONALD railwaymen connected with the V.R.I. had
D their annual meeting a few weeks ago, when a highly

satisfactory report was presented. Mr., N. Wilson
(Librarian from V.R.I. Headquarters), warmly compli-
mented members on their co-operation and the care they
had taken of books—only one had been lost in the
last six years. . ..

Chelsea’s Civic Chief

E introduce Cr. Herbert Thomas, Mayor of
Chelsea. He has been a Councillor for six
years. Many raillwaymen know him already,

for Mr. Thomas, who is A.S.M. at Chelsea, has
been with the Department since
1918. Mr. Thomas has always
been interested in municipal
affairs. Since his appointment to
Chelsea 10 years ago, he has been,
at various times, a member of
nearly every local organization,
including Treasurer of the Edith-
vale School Committee, Treasurer
of the Progress Association, and
a member of the Mordialloc High
School Advisory Council. He is
A @ at present a volunteer fireman

with the Edithvale Brigade, and
Mr. THOMAS Secretary of the Edithvale Life
Saving Club. It is good to see such keenness for
public welfare, and the ‘‘ News Letter” warmly
congratulates Mr. Thomas on his election to the
premier civic post in Chelsea.

Heartiest Greetings To Only V.R. Centenarian

R. ALFRED YOUNG, a

former Boiler Inspector in
the Victorian Railways, recently
celebrated his 100th birthday. In
the picture, reprinted by courtesy
of ‘“The Herald,” he is shown
facing a towering birthday cake
with  its record number of
candles. Mr. Young, who was born
on November 23, 1847, and joined
the Department on August 1, 1873,
is the first retired railwayman in
Victoria to reach the century. Three
other veterans in the past nearly
scored three figures. Mr. Stuart
J. Down, who had been a Clerk in
the Audit Branch, was 99 when he
died in 1940. Mr. John Buick, a
Signalman, and Mr. Thos. Groves, a
Ganger, the former passing away in
1945, and the latter in 1946, had
both reached the age of 98 years.
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LINES FROM OTHER LINES

“The Train Of To-morrow”’

RESTORING DUTCH RAILWAYS

URING their occupation of Holland, the Germans
systematically destroyed the Netherlands railway
system. Eighty-four per cent. of locomotives, 94

per cent. of passenger cars, and all trucks, electric trains
and diesel-electric trains were destroyed or stolen. In
addition, 18 per cent. of the railway stations, 68 per cent.
of signal-boxes, 70 per cent. of lines and 62 per cent. of
rail-bed were destroyed.

Immediatelv after the liberation, Dutch railwaymen !
went doggedly to work. By the end of 1945, 9/10ths .
of the destroved lines were in use again. |

Now the news comes from Holland that every |
effort has been made to restore electric services, but
because of the rolling stock shortage, mixed steam and
electric working is necessary in certain sections. At f
some points, passengers change from electric into steam f
trains.

" In a few cases, so that all classes of train and stock \
can be used to the best advantage, a through journey
can be made in one direction, but not in the other. ‘

“THE FREEDOM TRAIN"”

ETTER Farming, Reso, and Holiday Train tours .
these are well-known in this State as something
different from the every-day railway job. Latest

instance of an unusual way in which railways are employed
is the ‘“ Freedom Train” in the United States of America.
It is now on a tour, covering 300 commumtles in 48 States,
and will finish on February 29.

Painted red, white and blue and drawn by a 2,000 h.p. |
diesel locomotlve, this striking train consists of seven
cars, three of which contain priceless historic docu- w
ments associated with the history of the United States.
Members of the U.S. Marine Corps travel on the
train as the security guard. |

Sponsored by the American Heritage Foundation, }

the tour is essentially educational. According to :
““ The Railway Age,” its objects are ‘‘ to promote a
greater awareness of the civil liberties possessed by the |
American people and the need to safeguard our
freedoms.”

attracted a thousand visitors

an hour during its recent
exhibition tour of American cities.
General Motors are responsible for
its planning and construction. It
is a 4-car train (each car with
an astra dome), made up of one
‘ chair car,” one sleeper, one dining
car and one observation-lounge
car. The train is hauled by a 2,000
h.p. diesel locomotive.

Special features of the train include
air-conditioning, fluorescent lighting,
special non-glare glass, a radio-recorder
and public-address system, and a tele-
phone service which operates while the
train is either stationary or running.

‘“ Forerunner of a new era in railroading” is a
typical description of the train.

Unique ¢ Safety Fence” On W.A,
Rail Track

WO years ago, the Swan View tunnel deviation on the
main Eastern line (Western Australian Government
Railways) from Perth to Northam, was opened for

traffic. The deviation is in the Darling Ranges, 143 miles
from Perth. The largest cutting in the deviation is 20 chains
long with walls up to 40 feet high.

THE ‘“Train of Tomorrow”
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In this cutting has been installed a ‘¢ slide detector
fence,” a safetv fence of 16 wires carrying low tension
current of 10 volts, extending for 12 chains along the
base of each wall.

Should any of the wires be broken by trees or rocks
falling from the hillside, or by human agency, the
automatic signal controlling the section at the entrance
to the cutting is placed at *“ danger.”” At the same time
an indicator warns the Signalman at the Swan View
signal cabin that the electric fence has been broken.

This ““safety fence ” is the only known obstruction
warning device of its kind in Australia.

Two-way Telephoning on American Train Now

“ ELLO! Hello! May I speak to Mr. Black, a pas- ]
senger on your train?” Mr. Black is speedily |
found and brought to a telephone in a bureau on

the fast moving ‘“ Royal Blue "’ train runnmg at the moment

between New York and Washington, and he is immediately
connected with a call from outside.

The first ‘‘train-to-anywhere ’’ telephone system
was tried out successfully on the *“ Roval Blue ” of the
Baltimore and Ohio Co. last August. An official party
on the train, including a number of pressmen, spoke
freely to their homes and to friends in éffices, while
the train was moving at 70 miles an hour. ;

¢ Telephone communication is made by radio to

>

the nearest of the Bell System’s ¢ Mobile Service’
land radio telephone stations,” it is officially stated.
T'o make a call from the train, the attendant in charge
of the telephone merely lifts the handset and, by radio,
gives the number the passenger desires to the * Mobile
Service’ operator.

Anyone outside wishing to contact a passenger on
the train asks for long distance and gives the exchange
the name of the passenger wanted, and radio does
the rest.

It is claimed that anybody on the train can talk to
anybody in the United States.
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“THIS WAY FOR THE
CIRCUS!”

HEN Wirth’s Circus comes to town, a
complimentary ticket goes to No. 1
William Street, Oakleigh, the address of

Electric Tram Driver Charlie Catlin. He retired
last month after Rolling Stock
Branch service extending over
50 years and one month . . .
For many years, the veteran
was one of the Drivers of the
‘“circus specials” when he
got all those close-ups of
tigers, clowns, elephants and
acrobats for which he had
yearned as a boy in Rushworth.
“Thousands of railway chaps,”
he chuckled, “now know me as
‘Puss’ Catlin !

Lad labouring, engine cleaning and firing preceded
Charlie’s appointment as a Driver in 1910, after which
he was mainly working on live stock trains all over the
State.

Three vears after the first suburban electric train
ran in 1919, Charlie transferred over to the *‘ sparks.”
To him fell the honour of driving the first electric
trains on the Upper Ferntree Gully and Lilydale lines.

In his vounger days, Charlie—still hefty enough to
make an impression on Richmond’s Jack Dyer—
played football for North Melbourne lLoco in the
Railway  Wednesday Competition. He had the
satisfaction of representing the V.R. in several inter-
state carnivals,

Old-time football supporters’ tongues will wag when
they know that among those playing in that com-
petition were Tommy Grimshaw, Bob Deas, Perce
Jorv and others, who later starred in League teams, the
first two with South Melbourne.

Mr. CATLIN.

Rough-rider

F, in the old days at Mildura, you had an
I outlaw of a horse, you sent for a lad named

Reg Foster to break him in for you. Foryoung
Foster was one of the best
rough-riders and horse-break-
ers in the district. In 1915,
however, he decided to become
a railwayman, and a railway-
man he remained until last
month, when he reached the
age of 65. He was then
Ganger at Mildura. For 10
successive years, he was
President of the Mildura
Trades Hall Council, and was
five times President of the
local branch of the Labour Party.

Gold Miner

EPAIRER M. L. Joues, of Bald Hills, began
work as a gold miner. He was 30 before
he became a railwayman, and now he has

retired after 35 vyears’ service.

A good cricketer in his young
days, he played with teams in
Newlyn, Davlesford and Ouyen.
Fishing has always been one of
his hobbies, and he is an ex-
cellent shot. When he is abroad
with a gun, dogs and ferrets,
no rabbit for miles around is
safe! 'There are nine junior

S Joneses—seven boys and two
Mr. JONES. girls.

Mr. FOSTER.

|

S.M.E.C. Head Trainer Was

Champion Runner

ROPPING in at the Jolimont Workshops last
month, a “‘ News Letter ”’ sporting fan came
across a V.R. man who, in his younger days,
was invited to compete in the two-miles world’s
championship running race at
the Exhibition Oval . . . It
was Striker Jack Russell, who
was then at the zenith of his

career, with the reputation—
backed by performances — of
being the State’s champion

middle-distance runner.

Those were the days when Jack
was on the same programmes
as the famous Jack Donaldson,
Arthur Postle and Cecil Holway,
then thrilling the sporting world
with their sprinting feats.

Mr. RUSSELL.
Today, Jack is the very capable Head Trainer of the South
Melbourne Football Club. Concentrating on the treatment
of injured players, last season he was the Club’s busiest

offical. Broken legs, ankles, fingers, wrists, noses . . all
these and bruises, cuts and other injuries footballers suffered
made his first-aid room look like a hospital casualty ward.

He has a wide experience behind him, as for many
years he was a trainer of amateur runners and lacrosse
teams.

In his running days, he competed in 1910 at Stawell,
winning the one and two-mile races in the same
afternoon—a feat performed on only one other occasion
in Stawell’'s long history. He also won races at
Kyneton, Ararat, Marvborough and at the Melbourne
Exhibition.

Further victories at Stawell and elsewhere in later
vears all combined to make him, as one newspaper
said : ‘‘ the most consistent distance runner Victoria
has had for many years.”

Jack joined the railway service in 1904 as an Engine
Cleaner at Jolimont. He became a Striker at the
Newport Workshops in 1911, being transferred tc the
Jolimont Workshops in 1936.

“A Very Quiet Life!”

PPRENTICE Painter Archie George joined the
Railwavs in 1900. At the time of his retire-
ment recently, he was Foreman Painter on the

M.D.E.’s staff. *‘I’ve had a very quiet life,”” he told
us; “D’ve spent most of my time in the suburban area
and havent done anything to
talk about.” Archie George’s
“very quiet life 7 includes 3%
years overseas with the First
A.LLF.; the raising of five sons
and five daughters ; the ‘‘grand-
fathering > of 14 (‘““so far”’);
and service with the V.D.C. from
the time of its formation up to
demobilization ! At the Armistice
he was a Sergeant in the 37th Bn,,
3rd Div. In the Second World
War, three of his sons were in
uniform, and all rose to the rank of Sergeant, too.
But they had to salute their dad, for he gained his
commission with the V.D.C. For many years, Archie
George was Assistant Marshal for the Anzac Day
marches. And despite his claim of ‘“a very quiet
life,” he admits that a lot of his grey hairs are the
direct result of *‘ Assistant Marshalling.” One of his
sons, Charles, is in the Way and Works Branch, and
is stationed at North Melbourne.

mMr. eurdue.

Wholly set up and printed in Australia at the Victorian Railways
Printing Works, Laurens Street, North Melbourne, for the
Publishers, The Vlctonan leways Commissioners.
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FINE TEAMWORK Wins Public Commendation . . .

When Melbourne went
to bed on the night of Jan-
uary 15, everyone (including
railwaymen) had  been
informed that suburban
trains would not be running
on the following day.

UT there were subsequent dram-
B atic happenings. Shortly after

midnight, the stoppage of rail-
way service was averted, and the
metropolis awoke to hear its electric
trains running. It was a triumph of
organization and a demonstration
of teamwork that justified the
general public comment that *‘ rail-
waymen certainly know their job."

T -

The Commissioners and senior
administrative officers had remained
on call during the night, and as soon
as it was announced that a settle-
ment had been reached, other
executive railway officers were roused
from their beds to play their part in
ensuring that operating men would
be available for duty.  Train Control again proved
itselfan invaluabie asset, as it has done on many occasions
of emergency. Much time was saved by its ready means
of communicating direct with stations.

It was about 2 a.m. when the Train Controller on duty
was told that the trains would be running. 1In a matter
of minutes, all suburban stations where night shifts
were working had been advised of the change in the
situation, and soon Stationmasters, Clerks and Porters
were hurrying through their districts—in cars, on
bicycles, or on foot—waking their colleagues.

A request to Police Headquarters (D.24) for assistance met
with a generous response, the services of the wireless patrol
being made available to convey the news to railwaymen
with whom contact could not otherwise be promptly made.

Meanwhile the all-night radio station, with its first
announcement at 2.30 a.m. (and other stations as they
came on the air) broadcast messages continually, with
the request ‘‘ would anyone hearing this message, who
lives close to railway staffs, kindly inform them.’’

Callers-up, motor drivers, neighbours’ telephones—
these and any other means were used to convey the
message. Much scope existed for initiative and ingenuity,
and these qualities were fully demonstrated, notably —
although comparisons cannot be made where so many
did such splendid work-—by those concerned in the
assembling of suburban train crews.

Before ceasing duty on the previous night, Station-
masters, Assistant Stationmasters, Booking Clerks,
Class 1 Porters and Signalmen had been instructed to
report at their normal times, A strong nucleus of

TRAIN CONTROL: NERVE CENTRE OF SUBURBAN
TRAIN RUNNING

Here pictured is Train Controller J. Martin who was on night duty

on Thursday, January i5.

railtwaymen was ready early, and the first suburban train
left for Melbourne at 4.54 am. Up to 9 am. a 639,
service was run. Emergency rosters had already
been drawn up; time-tables were altered, express
running was modified, and trains generally were regu-
lated by Train Control to give the best possible service
to the greatest number of people during the early period.
By 9.45 a.m. normal time-tabies were in operation.

It was a splendid effort all-round. The Commis-
sioners, in their message to the staff, published in the
‘“ Weekly Notice,”” have expressed their thanks in the
following terms :

“THANKS . ..

‘““ Qur sincere thanks are offered to all those officers and
employees in the metropolitan and suburban area whose
splendid co-operation made it practicable to run the e.lectrlc
train services in the unusual circumstances existing on
Friday last.

‘“ We greatly appreciate their ready response in attendiqg
for duty at almost incredibly short notice, and their
enthusiastic assistance—in many cases unselfishly given at
much personal: inconvenience in the early hours of 'the
morning — in informing fellow-employees whose services
were also needed.

“There can be no better proof of good teamwork, ?r]d of
the desire of railwaymen to live up to their traditional
ideals of public service.”

It will be gratifying to railwaymen to know, too, that
their great response in this unusual emargency has been
recognized by the Government, on whose behalf the
Minister for Transport (the Hon.W. S. Kent Hughes)
has asked the Commissioners to convey its thanks and
appreciation to all officers and employees whose co-
operation and zeal prevented much public inconvenience.
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FEATURES OF “R" CLASS LOCOMOTIVES IN MAKING

new, modern type of locomotive is gradually taking shape on the drawing boards in the Rolling Stock
A Branch Drawing Office. It will be known as the ‘“ R’ class, which will ultimately replace the ‘“ A2”
class on main line country passenger work. The new locomotive will be capable of speeds of up to
70 miles per hour. The drawings are nearing completion, and orders have been placed for a large number
of the major components. Some of these are now arriving at the Newport Workshops, where construction
will be carried out. Therate of progress will, of course, be governed by the availability of men and materials.
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A 4-6—4 wheel arrangement has been adopted—the
first on any V.R. locomotive. Roller-bearings will . H . H
be wsed on all axles, while the coupled wheels will be | Claims  Prevention Their Specialty
of a new design giving strength, with minimum weight. ‘

A mechanical stoker, of the latest Standard Stoker
Co., U.S.A. design (type MB. 1), will be fitted.
Mechanical lubrication will be applied to the faces of
axle-box horns, in addition to the normal points pre- (
viously lubricated in that manner.

The frames will be of cast steel bar type, made in
Australia. The maximum axle load will be 194 tons
on the coupled wheels. The boiler will be of liberal
dimensions and of all steel construction, with a welded
fire-box and two thermic syphons. Valve gear of the
Walschaert type will be fitted.

The engine bogies will be of composite mild steel
bar frame and cast steel construction, with a rocker

EET Messrs. H.

Fleming and E.
C. Smith, the two
Claims Prevention
Officers. Theirs is
an important job—
to avoid claims by
removing the
causes.

Wherever trucks
are loaded or dis-
charged, there you
may find these en-
thusiasts. They have
not come to find
fault, but to give
helpful advice on
the best methods of

type centering device, having 33% per cent. constant Mr. Fleming sa,‘,g‘;"; %g: lashing, Mr. Smith
resistance, whilst the trailing truck will be of fabricated | )

welded design. 'The air-brake equipment will be of They suggest, too, the most effective methods of
the A-6-\T type, having pedestal mounted driver’s salvage should any consignment be damaged. Their
brake valves and a single stage air compressor. Of activities are not confined to railway premises. Dis-
fabricated welded design, the tender will be carried on | cussions with consignors to devise suitable and safer

two 4-wheel bogies. ‘ means of packing are frequent. During recent years
- e | it has been necessary to give greater attention to this
aspect because lack of materials has caused a deterior-

EXCIT’NG CRICKET FIN,SH [ ation In packing methods.

N a nerve-tingling finish to the annual cricket This is how they sum up their work : ““ Our job is
match between tecams from the Postal Depart- what the title implies—claims prevention. When a
ment and the V.R.I. Cricket Association, held { customer offers a consignment he is entitled to expect

Jast month at Coburg, our representatives were de- satisfactory delivery—he pays for service and should
feated by seven runs. l get it. Compensation for damage is not a substitute
Scores : Postal, 186 (P. Smith, 4 for 34 ; H. Casley, | for goods that are wanted. And, of course, every
3/51). V.R.I., 179 (R. Sawver, 52 n.o. in 30 minutes ; 1 claim met is a further hole in railway finance.”
1. Stick, 35; and F. Scully, 33). | They have found that the main cause of damage is
Officials from both Departments were present, | carelessness or mere thoughtlessness. Luggage treated
including Mr. C. G. Brown (Deputy Director, Posts roughly, fragile parcels tossed about, bad stowing and
and Telegraphs), and Mr. T. R. Collier (General | rough shunting : all these result in dissatisfied cus-
President, V.R.1.). tomers and loss of business.

——
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Greetings To 137 New Apprentices

ROM 350 lads who applied for railway apprenticeships, 137 were selected
F and began their training last month. Eighty-seven of these new railway-
men come from Melbourne, 49 are from country districts, and one is a

lad from The Rock, N.S.W. Over half of the boys have relatives in the
Department. Thirty-eight were Lad Labourers in various railway workshops.

““ The future of the railway system depends to quite a surprising extent on the
type of boy we take on as an Apprentice,” said the Chairman of Commissioners

(Mr. N. C. Harris) when he welcomed them recently.

““ You are coming to learn a trade and we will do
all we can to teach you. But you must help by being
anxious to learn and keen to do a good day’s work.
Don’t get a ‘ swelled head ’ because there are more
jobs about than people to fill them. That does no
good to yourself or to anybody else.

““ Some of you will get to the top. In my ex-
perience, every year's batch of Apprentices produces
lads with the character and brilllance which carry
them to responsible positions. Whether you aspire
to get to the very top, or to become an Engineer or a
Foreman, the first thing, of course, is to master your
trade. A good tradesman who takes pride and
pleasure in his work commands everyone’s respect.
What is more, he has his own self-respect, and is
happier for it.

““Look after your health. Nothing in life is
much good if you haven’t the health to enjoy it,
and no one can get very far without it.

“You're young, and perhaps you feel a bit strange in
starting out on your career. But remember we take a great
deal of interest in you. If you should be worried about
anything, if you think you're not getting a fair deal in some
respect or other, don't keep it to yourself. Tell us about it;
we want to help you.

““ Get acquainted with Mr. Curtis, Supervisor of
Apprentices, and take your cares to him. He is in
his job because he understands the doubts and
problems that may seem serious to you until you know
the answer.” .

The future prospects of railway Apprentices have
always been good, but rarely better than they are now.
Mr. Curtis 1s enthusiastic about this new batch of
Apprentices now going into his care. “They all
look fine types of youths—typical railway Apprentices,”
he said, when interviewed by ‘‘ The News Letter ”
reporter. ‘¢ All of us will like to see these young
fellows make good. Their success, of course, lies
largely in their own hands. There is naturally a
lot of study to be done, because the trades they are
entering are important and require a great deal of
knowledge.

The Supervisor of Apprentices (Mr. R. Curtis)
meets some of the new Apprentices :—Bill
Hart, John Henry, Roger Fraser, Graham Hawke,
Alan Kemp, Jack Huggett and Max Jeavons.

“My advice to them is ‘work hard and con-
scientiously ; but play hard, too, because good
healthy recreation is necessary to keep in sound

3

mental and physical condition’.

Forty-six of the new Apprentices have chosen
Fitting and Turning, 18 Electrical Fitting, 15 Car
and Waggon Building, 15 Boilermaking, 7 Carpentry,
and 6 are future Printers. The remainder is divided
over a wide variety of trades.

FEB. 29 IS **NEWS LETTER

am afraid that in fixing December 31 as
the closing date for entries in the prize
competition: ‘“ Sav What You Think
About ‘ The News Letter’,” sufficient allow-
ance was not made.for the intervention of the
Christmas—New Year holidays. It has, there-
fore, been decided, in response to suggestions,
to extend the competition until February 29.
It will be recalled that in the December issue
railwaymen were cordially invited to submit
criticisms and suggestions, in the form of a
500-word essay, outlining ways in which ‘“ The
News Letter”’ could be improved. Awards
for the three best essays were : First, £3.3.0:
Second, £2.2.0; and Third, £1.1.0, and the
winning entries were to be published in ‘‘ The
News Letter.” '
Pointers for entrants in the competition in-

ESSAY CLOSING DATE NOW

cluded : Is ““ The News Letter”’ telling rail-
waymen the things they want to know ? Are
the articles and paragraphs presented in an
interesting manner ? Is too much, or too little,
space given to personal items? Are there
matters of interest that are being disregarded ?

Essays already received indicate that railway-
men have many constructive ideas about ‘‘ The
News Letter.”” It is confidently expected that,
with the extension of the period for submitting
essays, many more valuable suggestions will
arrive.

Remember: February 29 is now the closing
date for this competition. Ishould like to have
your candid views on the little paper, so please
address your entry to me at the Railway
Offices, Spencer Street.

THE EDITOR
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M ermnmnsenanarenns

Seated at the main table were the Hon. W. S. Kent
Hughes, M.L.A. (Minister for Transport and Edu-
cation), Messrs. N. C. Harris (Chairman of Commis-
sioners), and B. Kelly (Secretary for Railways), and
severa] Heads and Assistant Heads of Branches.
Also present and warmly greeted were Sir Harold
Clapp (Director-General of Standardization), Messrs.
A. E. Smith (former Chief Mechanical Engineer),
T. F. Brennan (former Comptroller of Accounts),
H. S. Sergeant (former Comptroller of Stores), D.
Cameron (former Chairman, Staff Board) and A. Gal-
braith (former General Secretary of the Institute).

All the various clubs and societies affiliated with the
Institute, together with many railway industrial organi-
zations, were represented.

Chief among the speakers were Mr. Kent Hughes,
Mr. Harris and Sir Harold Clapp. Mr. Kent Hughes
expressed his pleasure at renewing his association with
the railways: he was Minister for Transport in
1934-35. laughter greeted his many humorous
stories of railway incidents while he was in Malava
with the 8th Division, 2nd A.L.F., and laterasa P.O.W.
for 3} vears.

He appealed for the fullest co-operation in the difficult
times ahead, and expressed the hope that ‘‘ the proper co-

ordination of transport in Victoria would be a reality in
the not too distant future.”

V.R. Institute Completes Another Fruitful Year

ULMINATION of yet another year of invaluable work by the Victorian Railways Institute was
( the Annual Council Dinner at Headquarters on December 22.

representative guests who, as Mr. T. R. Collier (General President) said,
sentatives of all country sub-centres, together with present and former railway executives and officers
who have helped the Institute throughout the years.”

It brought together 150 widely
‘“included repre-

;:: [ ———————

Praising the Institute as an adjunct of the Depart-
ment deserving of every encouragement, Mr. Harris
specially commended the V.R.I. Council’s policy of
refraining from bringing frivolous requests to the
Commissioners. Rather, he said, they concentrated
on matters that could reasonably be put forward.
Mr. Harris added that all who had the welfare of
Australia at heart must agree that the great need in the
future was for better industrial relations throughout
the nation.

Obviously delighted at renewing friendships he had
formed during his record-breaking term as Chairman
of Commissioners, Sir Harold Clapp made a vigorous
appeal for the earliest possible start and completion of
the national work of standardizing the Australian
railway gauges.

During the evening, presentations were made to
Mr. L. J. Williamson (Comptroller of Accounts), in
recognition of his work as immediate Past-President
of the Institute. Honorarv Life-Membership Medal-
lions were presented to Messrs. J. A. Jamieson and
L. D. Wells for services rendered to the Institute as
Councillors.

The success of the evening can be attributed to the
excellent organizing of Mr. W. E. Elliott (General
Secretary), and his staff, and to the efficient and
genial chairmanship of Mr. Collier.

SIR WINSTON DUGAN'’S INVITATION TO RETIRED V.R. MAN

50 years’ service, he is biding his time until the overseas shipping position improves—and then he is

NOW that Mr. Wilfred Richardson (Carriage Superintendent, Newport Workshops) has retired after

off home, 12,000 miles away.

Born in England, he came here with his parents when he was barely

two years old._ He is, t'herefore, almost an Aussie, but the sentiment he retains for the Homeland is shown
in his confession that, in the sport he loves so much, the visit of an English cricket team finds him one of

its most ardent supporters.

While in England he will, naturally, visit Sussex to
see the place where he was born. He is looking for-
ward with particular pleasure, however, to availing
himself of the warm-hearted invitation extended to
him by His Excellency the Governor (Sir Winston
Dugan), to visit him when in the Old Country.

This invitation is the sequel to
the visit Sir Winston paid to New-
port Workshops a few months
ago. Mr. Richardson was one of
the ofhicers deputed to accompanv
the Governor over part of the
Worksheps. ““ It was a grand ex-
perience,” he said. “‘Sir Win-
ston was keenly interested in
evervthing he saw, and kept firing
questions at me.

““ In between, it came out that
1 was from England and that I
was planning to visit there. On
parting, Sir Winston very kindly
insisted that I should call and see
him when I got to England. And it will be a great
pleasure to accept his invitation.”

Mr. Richardson

For the whole of his railway career, which began
with hisappointment as an Apprentice Car and Waggon
Builder on November 3, 1897, Mr. Richardson was

intimately connected with the construction and main-
tenance of cars and trucks.

Rising to the position of Car and Waggon Inspector
and subsequently to Carriage Superintendent he had,
at the time of his retirement, up to 500 men, including
Car Builders, Waggon Builders, Painters, Upholsterers,
Electro-platers, etc., under his control. In the words
of one of his colleagues, Mr. Richardson was ‘‘an
expert on cars and trucks, if ever there was one.”

Asked what he regarded as the outstanding development
in his time in travelling comfort for rail passengers, Mr.
Richardson unhesitatingly replied: ‘ The reduction of
noise, almost to extinction, the smooth riding qualities,
and the complete cleanliness of cars of ‘‘Spirit of Progress’
type. It's great to be able to relax in that super train and
talk in a normal voice with your neighbour. It's good, too,

to sip a brimming cup of tea in the Diner, and not spill a
drop.”

Mr. Richardson’s departure from the service was
made memorable for him by the great farewell function
at the Workshops, when the Manager (Mr. R. Roach)
presented him with a wallet of notes.‘ Please find
room In ‘The News Letter’,”” he said, ‘‘ to say how
much I appreciate the courtesy and consideration
always shown to me by the Commissioners and other
officers.”

Mr. Richardson will carry with him in his retire-
ment the good wishes of the very many railwaymen
with whom he came in contact during his long and
valuable career.

C(
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BIG FIRST AID MEMBERSHIP “DRIVE” IN PROGRESS

vigorous campaign to obtain more First Aid students is now in progress. Three Organizers on the staff of
the Ambulance Officer (Mr. W. J. Blackburn) are visiting suburban and country centres. During February,
visits will be paid to many countrv centres where classes have been operating, and also to others where it is felt
classes should be started, such as Kerang, Korumburra, Shepparton, Warragul, Warrnambool, Wodonga, Yarrawonga

and Yea

PICTURED HERE are the men behind the First Aid recruiting campaign. From left: Messrs. W.J.
Blackburn (Ambulance Officer), K. W. Mackenzie (Asst. Ambulance Officer), and W. P. Bowe, L. J.
Morgan and A. J. Hinchcliffe (Organizers).

First Aid classes will be formed anywhere, if the
men are keen and a qualified instructor is available.
Such classes, no matter how small they may be, will
have the full support of the Ambulance Organization.
In the more remote places, and where no local instruc-
tor is available, First Aid will be taught by correspond-
ence from the Ambulance Office, Spencer Street
station.

‘“ We are particularly keen about obtaining students
from among the young men, especially in workshops
and loco depots,” Mr. Blackburn says. ¢ The long-
range plan is to build up the Corps now comprised
largely of men of more mature age who have unself-
ishly given outstanding service over the years in the
humanitarian work of First Aid.

‘“ L.et me emphasize what must now be obvious,’
he continued. ‘‘“ A knowledge of First Aid can be of
immense value to every railwayman, and to every other
citizen, too. With that knowledge, emergencies that
arise—on the job, in the streets or in the home—can be
met promptly and effectively and unnecessary pain and
suffering prevented. Very often it is that early at-
tention that lays the foundation for the medical man
to save the life of an injured person.

‘¢ What better contribution to his fellows can a man
offer than that of trained assistance in a time of great
need. Any man is amply repaid if he saves life or
relieves suffering.”

)

To all intending students of First Aid classes it should
be stressed that tuition is free. Bandages, etc., are supplied
for use at classes. Passes are issued for rail travel from
home stations to stations where classes are held.

Bonus For Staff Recruiters

TO recognize the efforts of employees who are co-
operating in the staff recruiting campaign, the
Commissioners have approved payment of a bonus of
10/- to any railwayman directly responsible for intro-

ducing a new Junior Clerk, Engineman, Porter (Adult
or Junior) or Lad Labourer, provided the nominee
completes six months’ service.

So that the recruiter may be identified, he should
give the prospective new employee abriefnote of intro-
duction, or, alternatively, send a note to the Secretary
for Railways, Room 225, Railway Offices, Spencer
Street, Melbourne, setting out the name, address
and approximate age of the prospect, and the type of
employment in which he is interested.

Young men and youths are still urgently required
for a great variety of grades. JUNIOR CLERKS
AND JUNIOR PORTERS FOR STATIONS ARE
SPECIALLY NEEDED. THEY ARE PAID THE
ADULT BASIC WAGE RATE ON REACHING 19
YEARS OF AGE, AND MAY EARN OVER (7 PER
WEEK . ..

Volunteers Helped Keep Trucks
Moving In Britain

HE war left Britain short of 100,000
T railway waggons. To lessen the effect

of the shortage, it was necessary that
as many waggons as possible should be kept
in almost constant motion—cleared of
their loadings immediately on arrival
at their destination and sent again into
circulation.

This huge transport problem could not
be tackled by the regular railway staffs,
however willing, so Sir Stafford Cripps,
Chancellor of the Exchequer, made a wide-
spread call for volunteers to undertake the
necessary quick unloading and loading at
the various railway centres over the week-
ends.

The response was characteristically
British. Realizing that this was an emer-
gency, deepened in its effect by the winter
and affecting the nation at large, thous-
ands of men and women who worked
through the week at office desks, shop
counters, in factories and elsewhere,
responded to the call, and in the first week-
end of the new arrangement 60,000 waggons
were ‘‘turned round” by the combined
efforts of railwaymen and volunteers.

A great achievement !

GUARD DIED ON JOB

HE death, while on duty, of Goods Guard

A. E. Ainsworth came as a grievous shock to

his work-mates. Mr. Ainsworth suffered fatal
injuries when he fell from a moving train early last
month.

Beginning his railway service in the Way and Works
Branch 37 years ago, Mr. Ainsworth transferred to
the Transportation Branch in 1919. After periods as
Shunter and Yard Porter he qualified as Suburban
Guard. In 1924 he took up duty as Goods Guard,
and 12 years later transferred to Bairnsdale, where
he remained up to the time of his death.

An active member of the Australian Labour Party
for many years, Mr. Ainsworth stood for the Gipps-
land North electorate at the 1940 elections.
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INTRODUCING . . .

R. W. E. Elliott that is, to the relatively

few raillwaymen by whom he is not known.

January 1, 1948 was more than New Year's
Day to him : it marked the beginning of his 15th year
as General Secretary of the Victorian Railways Insti-
tute.

His association with the Institute goes back to 1930.
A young man then, with potential organizing drive,
he was picked as one of the Commissioners’ nominees
on the Institute Council. When the big re-organiza-
tion plan was in process of
development, he was appointed
General Secretary.

Throughout, Mr. Elliott has
applied himself unsparingly to
promoting and encouraging all
the many activities of the Insti-
tute, whether they are in Mel-
bourne or in the most distant
parts of the State.

With the passage of the years,
he may, with perfect justification,
point proudly to the great influ-

mr. Elliott ence the Institute has had on the
careers of many thousands of
railwaymen. ‘“ And we can do the same for the

new recruits to the service,” said Mr. Elliott.

He joined the Department as an Apprentice Pat-
ternmaker at the Signal Shops, Newport, in 1914.
Two years later he was in khaki with the First A.I.F.
Serving with the 5th Bn., he was wounded and came
back to Australia in 1919.

Followed two years on the land, but the lure of the
railways proved too strong, and he returned to the
Department. In 1927 he was selected to go overseas,
to widen his experience, and there he worked for some
time with a big British engineering firm. Soon after
his return, he was appointed to the newly-created
position of Supervisor of Apprentices.

During the Second World War, Mr. Elliott, in addition to
his ordinary Institute duties, was Honorary Secretary of the
V.R. Patriotic Fund, throngh which the substantial amount
of £70,000 was raised and disbursed for the purchase of
comforts and hospital equipment for the fighting forces.

BENDIGO RAILMEN’S FINE EFFORT

FROM our Bendigo correspondent has come news of how a
friendly Bowls Challenge between 80 local railwaymen led to
a valuable contribution to the local Hospital and at the same time
rovided an enjoyable afternoon’s sport. The event was organized
y Messrs. F. N. Forster, A. Price and J. R. Emmerson (Bendigo
Station) and Messrs. W. Edmunds and W. Waters (North Bendigo
Workshops).

The South Bendigo Bowling Club generously made the greens
available free of charge, and the afternocon’s sport resulted in
£21.16.0 being raised for the Bendigo Hospital’s Christmas Appeal.
Eighteen ends were played, with the Station Staff (196 points),
defeating the Workshops Staff (138).

Results :

Crawford, Suurpaa, Pain, Bell (Wkshops), 14 points, d.
Cox, J. Price, Davey, Nolting (Stn.), 12; Avent, Cotter,
DeAraugo, White (Stn.), 30, d. Conolan, Turner, Hilson,
Strauss (W'kshops), 11 ;

Bush, Singleton, Eddy, Hamm (W'kshops), 17, d. Baker,
Collins, Windebank, Dixon (Stn.), '16; Gould, Fishley,
Robinson, Ray (Stn.), 19, d. Hamilton, Carey, Robinson,
Dorham (W’kshops), 15; R. Emmerson, Harding, McAuley,
J. Emmerson (Stn.), 19, drew with Dance, Wilson, McGann,
Waters (W’kshops).

Fitzpatrick, Knox, Bright, Gardner (Stn.), 19, d. Lowe, Slat-
tery, E. Price, Everly (W’kshops), 15; McClelland, Edmunds,
Lightfoot, Frame (W’kshops), 16, d. Green, Jennings, A. Price,
McGilivray (Sin.), 13;

F. Forster, Richards, Jenkins, Kirkham (Stn.), 23, d. Rowe,
Kirkpatrick, Dumble, Trayes (W’kshops), 8 ; Durward, Smythe,
Hay, O’Shea (Stn.), 18, d. Flett, Loveless, Peate, C. Gardner
(W'kshops), 15 ; Hamilton, Canavan, Owen, H. J. Forster (Stn.},
27, d. Chnistopher, Kent, Forbes, Tussup (W’kshops), 8.

PEAK TRAFFIC CHANGES

HANGES in the incidence of suburban railway

peak traffic, consequent upon the introduction

of the 40-hour week in industry, are being closely
observed and time-tables, to which some alterations
have already been made, will quickly be adapted to
meet the new conditions as the need arises.

The earlier evening peak trafic—many industries

_ are now finishing work 45 minutes sooner than before—

has made it necessary to adjust the travel period for
““ off-peak ' ticket hoiders.

These tickets are now available by trains timed to
arrive in Melbourne at or after 9.30 a.m. (instead of
10 a.m.), and on return by trains timed to depart from
city stations at or before 4 p.m. (instead of 4.30 p.m.).

Liberalized Superannuation Act

TTENTION is drawn to the generous conditions
A of the new Superannuation Act, 1947, which
was passed by the Government at the end of the

year and came into operation on January 2, 1948. An
outstanding feature of the new Act is that the value
of each unit has been increased from 10/- to 12/6
a week without anv additional cost to the contributor.

The maximum number of units obtainable has been
increased from 12 to 26, according to the salary group
in which the salarv of the contributor falls. Just
what this improved superannuation scheme means is
shown in the following table :—

SALARY GROUP { UNITS OF PENSION
(Rate of pay per annum) | Units Per annum

i d.

Not exceeding £130 2 : 0
Above £130 to £156 2% ‘ 0
4 156 ,, 208 ... 3 0
Y208 . 234 34 0
,, 234 ,, 260 4 0
Y260 . 312 5 0
. 312 ,, 364 6 0
' 364, 416 7 0
116, 463 L. 8 0
" 168, 320 . 9 0
no520 . 372 .. 10 0
Y5T2 . 624 11 0
Vo628 . 676 12 0
. 676 ,, 728 13 0
,, 728 ,, 780 14 0
" 780 ,, 832 15 0
" 832 ,, 884 [ 0
,, 884 ,, 936 17 0
" 936 ,, 988 18 0
- 988 ,, 1,040 19 0
Y1,040 L 1144 20 0
o144, 1,248 21 0
, 1,248 ) 1,352 22 0
. 1,352 ) 1,456 23 0
Y1456 ., 1,560 ...| 24 0
., 1,660 ,, 1,664 ... 25 QO
1,664 280 0

The conditions under which those whose salaries are
in groups in excess of £676 may adjust their units are
set out in the ‘° Weekly Notices’ published on
January 13 and 20. It is important that applications
by such officers for additional units for which no
medical examination is required must be lodged not
later than April 2, 1948.

All contributors who have not taken out the full
number of units permissible, having failed to elect to
do so as and when they became entitled to them, are
reminded that they may increase them at any time,
subject to passing a medical examination by the Rail-
ways Medical Officer.

Inquiries regarding superannuation matters should
be made from the Comptroller of Accounts, Room 222,
Railway Offices, Spencer Street, Melbourne.
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INTERSTATE CRICKET SIDE FOR TASMANIA

selected to represent Victoria at Launceston in the first post-war Interstate Railways Institute

BIGGEST sporting news from the V.R.I. last month was the announcement of the cricket team

Carnival.

Under the managership of Mr. Roy M. Kydd (V.R.I. Sports Secretary), the team will leave

Melbour_ne by steamer on February 13, and arrive back on February 25.

Travelling with them will be teams from New
South Wales, Queensland, South Australia and West-
ern Australia : thus, with Tasmania, all state railway
systems will be competing for the ‘“ Mick Simmons ™’
Cup. While in Tasmania, the visiting teams will be
the guests of the Tasmanian Railways Institute; in
addition to a round of functions, there will be many
sightseeing trips.

The Victorian side is:

K. Carleton (Porter, Rushall), Spencer Street; W. Clanchy
(Signalman, Ripponlea), Flinders Street ; L. Datson (Carpenter’s
Mate, Nth, Melb. Loco), Nth. Melb.
Loco; C. Franzi {Carpenter, Spotswood
Workshops), Spotswood Workshops ;
R. Jansen (Signalman, Warrenheip),
Ballarat ; F. Le Fevre (Train Examiner,
Jolimont Workshops), Flinders Street;
A. Moore (Clerk, Newport Power
Station), Electrical Engineering Branch ;
R. Riley (Compositor, Printing Works),
Melbourne Yard ; . Sawyer (Boiler-
maker, Nth. Melb. Loco), Nth. Melb.
Loco—Captain ; 1. Stick (Shunter,
Newport Workshops), Northern Lines—
Vice-Captain ; A. Willmott (Clerk, Nth.
Melb. Station), Northern Lines; and
W. Wyer (Porter, Middle Footscray),
Northern Lines. :

It is a strong side, including at least
eight all-rounders. I. Cricket As-
sociation officials are confident that the
team which beats Victoria will be champions at the Carnival. Reg
Sawver (Captain of the Victarian side) is the well-known League
Football Field Umpire who last year won the critics’ praise for his
handling of the Grand Final game between Carlton and Essendon.

Railwaymen generally will join ‘“ The News Letter ”’ in warmly
congratulating every member of the team and wishing him “* lots
of runs and lots of wickets.”

Reg Sawyer

TONGUES WILL START WAGGING !

T is a safe bet that the accompanying photo-
I graph will set up a surge of reminiscences,

for Darius Mahon (‘‘ Little Jimmy ” to every-
one), who was Senior Storeman at the Spotswood
General Storehouse, had acquired a host of
friends and acquaintances during his long rail-
way career.

Now retired at the age of 65,
Jimmy has had more than his
fair quota of upsets in life. But
a wonderfully cheerful outlook
has always seen him through. He
says : ‘‘ I’veenjoyed every second
of my 47 years of railway service ;
I’ve worked hard and late; I've
laughed heartily ; and I've col-
lected a whole army of jolly good
friends. So, what more does a
man want ?

He started at the Newport
Workshops as a Lad Labourer in
1900. A few years later he began an unbroken associ-
ation with the Stores Branch. His real appreciation
of the stores system, he believes, was gained in the
period when he was on the relieving staff during the
Branch’s re-organization after the visit overseas of
Messrs. C. W. J. Coleman and H. S. Sergeant, former
Branch Chiefs.

The function arranged for Jimmy’s faréwell at the
Spotswood Storehouse brought together railwaymen
from near and far. A handsome inscribed gold watch
was the richly-deserved parting gift.

Mr. Mahon

“C.G.W.” Topped Half-Century
Of Fine Service

FTER a railway ‘‘innings” of 50 years
and two months, Mr. Cecil G. Walker
(Supervisor of Road Transport) reached

65 last month. A big man with a sound, philo-
sophical outlook on life, he has retired enjoying
perfect health. An inscribed silver tea service
is tangible evidence of the esteem in which he was
held by his staff.

Probably he is the last of the
November 1897 clerical ap-
pointees, a notable group from
which many, like himself, rose
to important posts inside the
service. These included such
well-known former railway
officers as Messrs. E. C. Evyers,
J. McClelland, Donald Cameron,
H. L. Dickinson, T. H. Maddern
and E. W. Procter.

Mr. Walker’s organizing and
administrative abilities proved
very valuable during his 18 years
in charge of the Department’s
passenger and goods road motor services. Imper-
turbable at all times, Mr. Walker brought a mature,
reliable judgment to bear on the problems of any
position occupied by him. He can look back with
satisfaction on a career of loyal and efficient service.

His first railway job was as a Junior Clerk on the
Toorak station. Followed many years of relieving
throughout the State, the Gippsland and Western
Districts claiming most of his time on this work.
Later, he occupied the position of Special Officer
in the Traffic Branch, his duties including investi-
gations into proposals for new lines of railway.

Mr. Walker always took a keen, practical interest
in the V.R. Institute. He was a Councillor for 21
years, being a Commissioners’ nominee for practically
the whole of that period. For some years, he was the
Senjor Vice-President, and he has done much useful
work as a member of the Executive, Finance, Library,
and Lectures and Classes Committees. Always
socially popular, he was the immediate Past-President
of the Albert Park—V.R.I. Bowling Club, and dance
enthusiasts will remember him well as the President
of the Railway Ball Committee for some years.

N

M. Walker

Railway—Racing Link -

VICTORIA’S first race meeting was held 111 years
ago on a ‘‘ beautiful course ”’ now occupied by the
Melbourne Railway Yards. February 8, 1837 was a
gala day, with most of the settlement’s population
turning otit to see the races. (Melbourne did not receive
its name until four weeks later.) The population, by the
way, was then about 200. It is recorded that the meet-
ing was arranged by ‘‘ prominent personages,” but
details of events and starting prices are not known.

The track, which extended from Batman’s Hill to
a point near the present site of the North Melbourne
Railway Station, was used for meetings of the Mel-
bourne Race Club in 1838 and 1839. Racing was then
transferred to Flemington, where the first meeting
was held in March 1840.
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414,000 BOOK EXCHANGES AT V.R.I.rLIBRARY LAST YEAR

HE Library service is one of the most popu-
lar amenities offered by the Victorian
Railways Institute. Last year 414,000

book exchanges were made altogether—at an
average exchange rate during Library hours of
one book every 15 seconds in Melbourne, and
one every 20 seconds at country centres. There
are 11,000 Institute members registered with the
Library. They have 57,000 volumes to choose
from and about 30 new books are added every
day.

The nucleus of the present Library came into being
about 60 years ago when a group of railwaymen at
Head Office formed a small private Library. As the
number of books grew, the collection was transferred
to various locations, one of which for a time was the
Sailors’ Rest Building, Spencer Street—now the site
of the Board of Works™ Office.

Ultimately the Library was established in its present
location at Flinders Street, and became part of the
Railways Institute on January 28, 1910. The mem-
bership was then 4,400 and the number of volumes
8,900. Today’s membership has almost trebled, while

* the number of books has increased nearly seven-fold.

There are 19 country centres with library facilities,
and branches exist also at Newport Workshops and
Spotswood Workshops. Between these centres and
headquarters there is a regular exchange of books,
giving country areas a complete turn-over of stock
about every 15 months.

Parcels of books are sent, as required, to railwaymen
stationed in outlying areas where there is no ready access
to a branch of the Library. No member, in fact, is deprived
of the facilities, irrespective of his location.

Although there were 1,600 Library members away
on active service, 1941 was the record year for business,
with over 500,000 exchanges made. The Institute
Council appointed the dependants of railwaymen-in-
uniform honorary members of the Library, and behind
the blacked-out windows more V.R.I. books were read
than ever before. The books read during the war
years were of a more ‘‘heavy’ nature than those
chosen today. In fact, the present demand for
““escapist”’ literature has never been equalled.

One of the most noticeable trends in reading habits
is the growing popularity of Australian literature.
Any prejudice against Australian authors seems to have
completely disappeared. The Australian Section of
the Institute Library is most comprehensive, and any
new book published here 1s promptly added to the
collection. ‘“ Capricornia > has proved the book in
greatest demand, although Idriess and Thwaites are
mostly the favourite authors,

‘“ Gone With The Wind” and ‘“The Seven
Pillars of Wisdom > are the most popular books ever
issued from the Library.

Technical books, and books on hobbies, are sought
after, too. The Technical Section receives an annual
grant from the Commissioners. Volumes are avail-
able on railway operating methods, workshops prac-
tice, accountancy, various aspects of trade training,
and similar subjects.

Every book coming into the Library is examined by the
Librarian. It is classified and catalogued ; Library
rules, dust covers, and classification mark are pasted into
position ; and the cover of the book is lacquered. Books
need re-binding about every eight months. Their average
jife is approximately two years.

Books are ordered by the Librarian from publishers’
lists. It is part of his duties to estimate the popularity
of a new book, and to adjust his orders accordingly.
The present Librarian, Mr. Norman Wilson, has

been in charge for the last 12 years. Before joining
the Institute staff he spent 24 years with the South
Melbourne Municipal Free Library — a period
broken only by first A.LF. service abroad. (Mr.
Wilson is Senior Vice-President of the Returned
Servicemen’s League.)

¢ I'd like you to make it clear,” he told * The News
Letter’ reporter, °‘that I welcome suggestions for
improvements, and ideas for new books. Members
can drop me a line, or see me here personally. We are
in the early stages of a modernization programme now,
and our facilities will soon be much improved. Books
are still hard to get, unfortunately, but I'm hoping
there will soon be many more available.”

Since 1932 the price of the average book has risen
from 4/3 to 6/9. Last year the Institute spent nearly
£3,000 on new volumes. As soon as more paper
supplies are available, a complete catalogue of books on
hand will be pubhshed for members’ benefit. Mr.’
Wilson hopes to have it available within the next year.

© " Horges Statshaner. - Air-Conditioned
Sl Ly AT T Train Would Be
' B”“le”eﬁ Welcomed Here !

HELL-—- ok 0 TICKETS to and fgo_rln

Hell a nfail-

HO“MELV’K mg si;frce 1'lofu at-

traction to English tour-
ists in Norway. Many
of them are prepared to pay
for the titulary right of
making the journey with-
out any intention of exer-
cising the privilege. Hell,
it should be explained, is
a railway station on the
main line from Trondheim
to Sweden, via Storlien.

(“‘Railway Gazette,”” Eng.)

og mbake
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V.R. Men Know Australia’s Tennis

3

““Stars’

UCH to the fore in tennis administration in this State are two well-

Revenue).
ation of Victoria . . .
parent body . .

Victoria.

he captained an interstate side.

Mr. Cobham

Yes, you’ve probably guessed :

"Mr. Thomas has given valuable service for 20 years
as Secretary of the Eastern Suburban Tennis Associ-
ation. About 12 years ago he was elected, as the
Association’s representative, to the Council of the

known V.R. men: Messrs. A. W. Cobham (Assistant to the Claims
Agent) and W. H. Thomas (of the Auditing Staff of the Auditor of
Each is a member of the Council of the Lawn Tennis Associ-
each is Secretary of an Association affiliated with the
. and each has a wide, practical knowledge of the game.

Mr. Cobham has completed his 20th year both as a member of the Council
and as General Secretary of the Methodist Lawn Tennis Association of
He is also a delegate to the Associated Churches Tennis Council
and, some years ago, was a prominent member of V.R. tennis teams, when

It was while playing in Sydney that he noticed a small, white-haired boy
of about 13 playing skilfully on an adjoining court.
play, Mr. Cobham was instrumental in having the lad properly coached.
it was John Bromwich.

Impressed by the boy’s

Mr. Thomas

L.T.A.V. He is also a member of the Metropolitan
Committee at Kooyong—the body responsible for
the ‘ feast of tennis > over the Labour Day week-end,
a drawcard with tennis enthusiasts.

—

“A Great Mate”

HE premature retirement through ill-health
of Special Class Signalman Bill Wilson,
in charge at Flinders Street ‘A" Box, is

regretted by his colleagues. Recently they gave him a
travelling case and toilet set. Senior Block and Signal
Inspector Saunders made the presentation. Referring
to Bill's 40 years in the service—36 of them spent in a
signal box—he said:  ‘“ Bill was a proficient man in
his job and it was always a pleasure to come in contact
with him.” Safe Working Officer Baynes added:
““ He was a great mate, always ready to help the new

» ¢

man.” The sincere wish of the gathering was ‘‘a
quick return to health, and a long and happy retirement.”

Globe Trotter

L'THOUGH it is nearly 50 years since Fitter-in-Charge Leslie
Upton, of the Ice Works, joined the Department, he has not
been working on the railways all that time. No—ILes decided
early to see the world. When he was 23
he obtained extended leave and went
abroad for engineering experience. He
got jobs in England, Scotland, Canada,
j.S.A., and South America, returning
after three years’ absence. When the
First World War started he was one of
10 Victorians selected to go to Eng-
land as Commonwealth Munitions Work-
ers, and there he was employed on machine-
gun production at the Vickers works
until 1918, Then back he came to Aus-
tralia—and to the Victorian Railways.
Les began at the Newport Workshops.
After serving his apprenticeship he was
stationed at various loco depots through-
out the State, rising to Leading Hand
Fitter and then Fitter-in-Charge. Last
month he retired from the service upon
reaching the statutory age. A keen
cricketer in his young days, Les played for South Melbourne.
‘While in Ballarat he was a member of the local team which met a
visiting English Test Eleven.  He recalls that the present Chief
Justice (Sir Edmund Herring) was a fellow~-member of the team.
Les 1s a member of a railway family, his father having been Loco
Superintendent at Bendigo, and his brother, John, Loco Super-
intendent at Ballarat.

Busy In Retirement

Mr. Upton

HE last day of January was the last day in the
railways for Special Ganger Charles Deutscher,
of Flinders Street, who retired after 38 vears’

service. He took a handsome smoker’s stand with
him—a tribute from his mates. Born and bred in
Hamilton (“‘ best place in Victoria,” he maintains),
Charles Deutscher took an active interest in local foot-
ball, cricket and athletics. “‘ I was never much good,”
he modestly admits, ‘“but I had a good time. You
have a lot of fun in the country that you miss in the
city.” Gardening is his principal hobby now. 1
do a bit of home carpentry, too,” he savs “ and, of
course, painting and so on.

CHRISTMAS TRAFFIC HANDLING
HIGHLY PRAISED

AILWAYMEN responsible for planning and
handling the heavy Christmas-New Year traffic
were praised by the Commissioners in a ¢ Weekly

Notice ” front page message last month. It was a
tribute to fine teamwork.

Restricted train mileage naturally led to heavy load-
ings on many of the trains, but the main problems
arose from the difficulty of forecasting the traffic.
This was due largely to the closing and re-opening
dates of commercial and industrial establishments
varying to a much greater extent than in previous
years. As a result, traffic was spread over a longer
period than before.

On Christmas Eve, nearly 24,000 people left Mel-
bourne in 53 trains for .the more distant country and
interstate destinations. In 1946 the comparable fig-
ures were 20,000 and 66 respectively. Over the period
from December 20-25 inclusive, more than 72,000
country and interstate passengers travelled by train
from Melbourne, This was about 3,000 less than in
1946. However, in 1947, many people ceased work
on December 18 and 19, and travelled before the rush
set in.

Watch For This ¢ Talkie”

ADE just before Christmas and released

for screening on December 26 on a big

network of city and suburban theatres, a
‘“ talkie ”” short, ‘‘ Careering Onward,” is the
latest medium to be adopted in the Department’s
staff recruiting campaign.

Screening will continue throughout February and
March, and will be extended to a number of country
theatres as opportunity offers.

Many railwaymen co-operated in the making of the
film, which includes ‘‘shots” of many interesting
aspects of railway activities. A well-known Melbourne
radio personality—Lewis Bennett, of 3KZ—is the
‘‘voice”’ in the commentary. It deals briefly with
the progress of the railway system and enumerates the
material advantages of a railway career.

Emphasis is given to the point that ‘“in the railway

service, every man is doing an important job because
it is literally true that the entire economy of the nation
depends upon efficient and reliable railways. It’s a
man’s job, too, full of interest and variety.”
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INTERESTING LINES FROM OTHER LINES

Modern Cafeteria Car
On S.A. Railways

self-service cafeteria car, which accommo-

dates 45 passengers, is now running on
the South Australian Railways. The car,
which was constructed at the Islington Rail-
way Workshops, incorporates many unusual
features in design. Special attention has
been given to temperature control, and noise
reduction. Kapok mattresses have been used
as insulators in the side frames and roof, and
there are two inches of cork and rubber in the
floor. The inner panes of the double-glazed
windows are shatter-proof. Inside the car
there is modern electrically operated catering
equipment which provides refrigeration space
for cold meats, salads, drinks and ice cream,
as well as heated containers for cooked foods,
soup, coffee and tea. As the photograph
shows, an unusual table and seatinglarrange-
ment permits ready access to eachfvacant
seat without inconvenience to other passen-
gers.

BRITISH RAILWAYS NOW
UNDER STATE CONTROL

ITH the exception of a few small lines, all
British Railways passed into public owner-

ship on January 1 under the control of a
Transport- Commission. The actual management
will be in.the hands of a Railway Executive, which
will direct the destinies of 635,000 railway workers,
and be responsible for all dealings with the public.
This Executive, too, will control such ancillary ser-
vices as railway-owned ships, docks. and hotels.

Under the new regime the railways in England and
Scotland will be divided into six regions—ILondon and
Midland, Eastern, Southern, and Western, all of these
under direction from separate headquarters in London;
the remaining two regions, Scottish and North East-
ern, being the care of headquarters in Glasgow
and York respectively.

The Commission states that its guiding aim is to
obtain the full advantage of unified control without
over-centralization and that all changes which might
interfere with daily working have been avoided. It is
thought that few changes will be apparent to the pub-
lic, since the day-to-day running of both passenger and
freight services will not be visibly affected.

Critic Answzred

Opinions vary as to the actual value of the railways
that have been nationalized. A former member of the
British Cabinet had described the railways as ‘‘ a very
poor bag of assets.” 'This was commented upon in the
press as follows :— °“ Whatever the quality of railway
assets after the war, which brought unheard-of strains
and raid damage to the tune of about £30,000,000,
there can be no doubt as to their rich and bewildering
variety.”

The press article went on to say—‘‘ During the
war, when many carriage and loco-building shops
were at work on tanks and other rolling stock
instead, rolling stock replacements were largely
held up. Since 1945 replacement has been im-
peded by limited allocations of steel and timber,
a factor which is slowing down the building of
goods waggons, reconstruction of permanent way
and complete restoration of pre-war railway
speeds.”

Division Of R'ailways In
India and Pakistan

recent issue of ‘‘ The Railway Gazette’ contains

an informative article by Mr. A. G. Hall, C.I.LE.,
M.B.E., General Manager, North Western Railway
(India), on the division of the railway between the two
newly-formed Dominions of India and Pakistan.

A provisional boundary line has divided the former
North Western system into separate units—*‘ Pakistan,”
which retains the title, ‘* North West Railway of India,”
and ‘‘ Eastern Punjab Railway.” About 25,000 Hindu
and Sikh staff in the Pakistan area expressed their desire
for transfer to the Dominion of India, and some 5,000
Moslem staff in the Eastern Punjab Railway area asked
for a move to Pakistan. Special trains were provided for
the accommodation of complete families taking part
in the transfer, and for moving their belongings.

The provisional division gave 5,200 route miles of

tracks and 63% of the goods waggons to the North
Western Railway, and 1,770 miles of tracks and 37%

of the rolling stock to the East Punjab Railway.

In the division of locomotive and coaching stock,
the arrangement was that, where operations were car-
ried out wholly within either of the new divisions, the
allotment was made accordingly. Where interchange
movements were involved, a mileage basis was apphed.

Big Problems

Naturally the partition brought with it an almost
endless list of problems. Two systems, where there
had previously been one, meant insufficient engine
sheds, workshops, turn-tables, storehouses and repair
shops.

Staff quarters were needed, too. Tents and sleeping
huts erected as a temporary measure were described by
Mr. Hall as ‘“ a poor substitute for the solid quarters
which are so essential for protection against the mid-
summer sun in India, with temperatures rising to 120
degrees in the shade.”

““It is, perhaps, the first time in history,” concludes
Mr. Hall, ‘‘that the division of a major railway has been
attempted in such a short time, and with so little prepara-

tion, and the incidental transfer of a large proportion of the
staff within a few months of division must be unique.”

Wholly set up and printed in Australia at the Victorian Railways
Printing Works, Laurens Street, North Melbourne, for the
Publishers, The Victorian Railways Commissioners.
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URING the past eight years, the railways of the world, with a few relatively unim-
| portant exceptions, have gone through the most gruelling experience in their history.
The railways of this country cannot be counted anmiong the fortunate exceptions.
Throughout five critical years of war, every ounce of effort had to be got from a
system not designed for, and not keyed up to meet, tasks that relative to all previous
§ experience can only be described as colossal.
i out is now past history. ‘But it is still worth recording that Victoria’s railways,
n peacetime were normally required to carry about 6 million tons of goods and 140
million passengers yearly, handled in the peak wartime year 82 million tons of goods and
approximately 196 million passengers, and this despite the loss of over 3,000 employees,

How well those tasks were carried

,
* most of them trained men, through enlistment in the fighting and allied services. *

This valuable contribution to the war effort—for most
of the additional traffic was directly associated with military
requirements—was not made without effect upon railway
plant. Rolling stock—locomotives, trucks and passenger
cars alike—had to be kept moving, and could not be with-
drawn from traffic for normal maintenance. Essential run-
ning repairs had of course to be made, and it stands to the
credit of the staff concerned that they (like many others in
the service) were prepared to work long hours to ensure that
there would be no delay to vital movements.

When at last the war was over, the maintenance of practic-
ally the whole of the railway property was much in arrears.
Serious dearth both of manpower and materials, and the

MODERNIZATION PLANS
AND STAFF TEAMWORK

unrest which has been widespread throughout industry gener-
ally, have unfortunately slowed down the process of rehabil-
itation. The same causes have compelled postponement of
the extensive plans for modernization which, when it is
possible to implement them, will add greatly to the attractive-
ness and efficiency of railway transport.

Yet, when regard is paid to the prevailing disabilities, it
can fairly be claimed that the railways since the war have
done a good job. Compared with the last pre-war year
(1938-39), their ¢ production ” in 1946-47 was approximately
30 per cent. greater in goods transport in terms of net ton
miles, 70 per cent. greater in country passenger transport,
and 17 per cent. greater in suburban passenger transport.

Now, the insistent and increasing demand here, as else-
where, is for greater convenience and greater comfort. It is
the aim of the Commissioners to provide these as rapidly as
circumstances permit.

The diesel rail cars now being obtained are of the most
modern type. Attractive in appearance, and embodying
the latest improvements in seating, lighting and ventilation,
they will combine speed and comfort with economy in
operation.

On main line steam trains, modern all-steel, air-con-
ditioned carriages of the type now running on ‘‘ Spirit of
Progress > will replace less comfortable cars at present in
use. Construction of a number of the new carriages is well
advanced at the Newport Workshops, and will be carried to
completion as rapidly as possible.

Drawings for new, improved locomotives (‘‘ R > class) for
country passenger trains have been nearly completed, and
orders placed for major components.

This modernization of rolling stock, accompanied by the
strengthening of main line tracks to permit smoother and
faster running, and the provision of more express trains where
these are warranted by the traffic conditions, will assure for
country travellers railway service that leaves no room for
criticism.

For suburban traffic, new trains have already been placed
in service and work is proceeding on others. Much of the
Alphington-Heidelberg duplication has been completed,
including new platforms, bridges and station buildings.
Duplication of the Eastmalvern and Ashburton lines, and of
tracks on the Caulfield and Box Hill lines, will be under-

taken as early as practicable.

Improvements visualized under the long-range post-war
plan include electrification of certain country lines, recon-
struction of Richmond station, an underground railway to
serve the city, and provision of additional tracks, platforms
and.pedestrian subways at Flinders Street and Princes Bridge
stations.

Goods traffic has not been overlooked in the general plans
for railway improvements. ‘The aim is to provide fast over-|
night goods services so that consignments dispatched today™—
will be available at far distant points for delivery tomorrow
morning.

Meanwhile, the necessary planning is proceeding as rapidly
as staff conditions permit. Amongst the projects that are
receiving urgent attention is an increase in the capacity of the
main Gippsland line and the provision of additional rolling
stock involved in the plans under discussion for projected
extensive developments in the Yallourn-Morwell brown coal
area. Prominence is given to these developments because
of the present dependence of industry largely upon New
South Wales coal. ’

Tenders have been invited for 12 diesel-electric locomotives
of about 1,500 h.p., suitable for multiple operation on main
lines ; and six of 350 h.p. for shunting and related service, and,
as mentioned elsewhere in this issue, arrangements are in hand
to test the possibilities of the use of brown coal in railway
engines.

The already accomplished conversion of 80 locomotives

WILL RAISE RAILWAY
. STANDARD OF SERVICE

to oil burning, although a costly expedient, has proved in-
valuable in the maintenance of railway services that other-

wise could not have been continued because of coal shortage.

Under present conditions, the railways are unable to meet
100 per cent. satisfactorily all the demands for their product.
But they are by no means alone in this. The demand for
most services and commodities today is greater than the
supply. Hardware, building materials, groceries, drapery,
stockings, tobacco, beer-—none of these are obtainable any
more easily than railway transport, and when they are obtain-
able the quality in many cases is inferior to that of pre-war
standards.

The fact, of course, is that practically all industries, includ-
ing the railways, are suffering from the same disabilities. Itis
singular and rather perplexing to railwaymen that the under-
standing and tolerance generally shown towards other
industries in their difficulties are by no means so generally
extended to the railways. That, however, is all the more
reason why railways must make the utmost effort to win and
hold public confidence.

Technological improvements, better trains, more convenient
schedules, and so forth, are only part of the necessary effort.
The rest lies with the men and women on the job. In the final
analysis, it will be their enthusiasm and energy, and their
outlook upon service to railway-users that will determine

very largely whether the railways will not only hold their own
but continue to develop and progress.

The Victorian- Railways News Letter



- Championships.

IVE Apprentices have been awarded scholarships
by the Commissioners, and they began full-time
training at the Melbourne Technical College last
month. They were chosen after the Commissioners had
hinterviewed the lads who obtained highest marks at

the Special Scholarship examination held at the Rail-
- way Technical College. In their selection, considera-
tion was given also to their conduct and efficiency
since beginning their apprenticeships, and to their
general suitability as future engineers.

During their studies they will be paid a salary, and tuition
fees will be met. They will retain all railway privileges.
Success in their five-year courses will qualify them for
Diplomas of Fellowship in Engineering. On graduation, they
will be appointed to the professional staff of the Department.

SCHOLARSHIPS
FOR FIVE
APPRENTICES

Mr. N. C. Harris (Chairman of
Commissioners) warmly congratu-
lating the five Apprentices who
won Scholarships. From left—
Brian Christian, John Wiison, Bob
Lethtean, Keith Norris and Bruce
lrving.

(Photo by courtesy ' The Herald,” Melb.)

Bob Lethlean, Bruce Irving and Keith Norris, of the
Rolling Stock Branch, and John Wilson and Brian Christian,
of the Llectrical Engineering Branch, are the young men
selected. All have devoted much of their spare time to
private study, obtaining several subjects in the courses they
are now taking full-time.

Bob Lethlean is the son of Plant Engineer R. V., Lethlean,
of Newport Workshops. He is following in father’s foot-
steps : Mr. Lethlean was himself a scholarship-winning
Apprentice. Bruce Irving is the son of a railwayman, too.
His father is a Ganger at Redcliffs. Keith Norris and Brian
Christian also fit into a ‘‘ railway family ” pattern, for both
have uncles in the service.

Bob and Keith are studying Mechanical Engineering, while
John, Bruce and Brian aspire to become Civil Engineers.

V.R.I. Girl Athletes Take

PICTURED here in the grounds of the
New South Wales Legislative Council
are four brilliant members of the V.R.I.
Women’'s Athletic Club : Cbarlotte
McGibbon, Kit Mears, June Ramsay
and Wilma Collins. Also in the picture
are the Hon. J. M. Concannon, M.L.C.
and the Hon. William Lamb, M.L.C.,
Speaker of the N.S.W. Legislative
Council, who recently entertained the
girls at luncheon. Earlier they had
been given a reception by the Hoan.
Ernest Farrar, M.L.C., President of
the N.S.W. Legislative Council. This
visit to Parliament House was one of
the social highspots of the girls’ visit
to Sydney as representatives of Victoria
in the Australian Women’'s Athletic

Charlotte, who is Australian and Empire Javelin champion and record holder, retained her title in that event.

a torn arm muscle, she beat the New South Wales record.
shot putt.

In the half-mile race, Kit broke the Australian record and was third in the high jump.
hurdle, which was won in time equal to the world’s best.

Part

In Australian Championships

: Despite
She then went on to win the discus throw and was third in the

Wilma was third in the 90 yards

June Ramsay, a first-year runner, performed creditably and

the experience gained should enhance the great future which is predicted for this stylish young runner.

INTERSTATE RAILWAY BOWLERS MEET

OR the first time since 1939, the Australian Rail-
ways Bowling Carnival is to be held—this time
in Adelaide, between March 8-16. Victoria,

New South Wales, Queensland and South Australia
will be represented, with Mr. C. G. Walker (a V.R.IL
Vice-President) as Manager of the Victorian team.

Accompanying the Victorians in the dual role of player
and President of the Albert Park~V.R.I. Bowling Club will be
Mr. L. J. Williamson (Comptroller of Accounts). The
V.R. Institute Council will be represented by Mr. H. Gale
(Inspector of Accounts, Accountancy Branch). :

The following players have been selected to represent
Victoria :—

Messrs. L. J. Williamson, Comptroller of Accounts; G.

Bennett, Clerk (Accountancy Branch); J. G. Galyin, Chief Clerk
(Construction Branch) ; G. Goodman, Clerk (Electrical
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IN ADELAIDE THIS MONTH

Eng. Branch) ; J. F. McLean, Special Officer (Traffic Branch) ;
R. A. Flower, Boilermaker (Traralgon) ; A. B. Reitman, Work-
shops’ Foreman; J. H. Rowe, Fitter; and H. C. Woolcock,
Fitter (Jolimont Workshops); E. J. Green, Signalman (Joli-
mont) ; W. B. Johnson, Asst. Stationmaster (Burnley); H. R.
Treloar, Stationmaster (Surrey Hills) ; C. Allen, Office Assist-
ant; and H. E. Joliffe, Sub-Foreman (Spotswood Workshops) ;
A. G. Cowling, Clerk; and G. Dowling, Works Foreman (Sey-
mour) ; and C. Bryan, Engineer; W. H. Sherriff, Asst. Estate
Officer; and W. Stewart, Special Officer (Way and Works
Branch, Head Office).

The teams will strive for the ‘“ Denniss Cup,” now held by
Queensland. Since the Carnival games started in 1937, one
has been played in Victoria, one in New South Wales, and one
in Queensland, and victory has been with the ‘“ home *’ side on
each occasion. On precedent, therefore, it should be South
Australia’s turn to win in Adelaide this month. :



A REAL V.R. “50 AND OVER”

ITH the retirement, on January 17, of Mr. John A,
Davidson (Senior Clerk, Metropolitan District
Engineer’s Office) the Way and Works Branch

lost one of its widely-known identities. He had com-
pleted 50 years 24 months of railway service.

It was not altogether surprising when, in
November 1897, young Davidson decided
to ‘“ Choose a Railway Career,” for the
name had first appeared on, the railway
payrolls at the old Williamstown Work-
shops; his grand-father and father were
employed together there as Moulders.
When they transferred to Newport Work-
shops, they joined two of his uncles, also
Moulders. Another uncle, a Car Builder,
was elsewhere in the service.

The Davidson railway link is not
R . broken with John’s retirement,as his brother,
- Davidson  George, is a Clerk in the Way and Works
Staff Office.  Two other brothers, Bob and Joe, had also
been V.R. men.

For the whole of his long railway career, Mr. Davidson was
in the Way and Works Branch, with terms in the offices of
Roadmasters, Workmasters and District Engineers in different
parts of the State. Later, he was appointed Relieving and
Inspecting Clerk.

Mr. Davidson and his late wife were well known in Mel-
bourne theatrical circles. The talented Mrs. Davidson
was the author and producer of several plays staged at the
Playhouse and the Princess Theatre, and appeared in them
as well. Both were active members of several literary
societies. Mr. Davidson is the possessor of a fine bass
baritone voice and, as a member of the V.R.I. Choral Society,
has taken part in several broadcasts and public performances,

The Chalet’s New Manager

ERE is the smiling and enthusiastic new Manager

of The Chalet, Mt. Buffalo National Park:Mr.

R. M. Wright, A.F.LLA., A.C.I.S., who, on January

11, succeeded Mr. E. W. Ingham when the latter retired.

He is no stranger to The Chalet,
which he describes as ‘‘ Austra-
lia’s finest guest-house at Aus-
tralia’s finest mountain holiday
resort.” Hefirst went there asa
Clerk in 1937, Mr. Wright
entered the service in 1927 as a
Clerk in the Rolling Stock
Branch. A good student with
ambition for advancement, he
won in his second year in
the Department, the V.R.I. an-
nual prizes in shorthand theory
and bookkeeping. Later, he was
admitted as an Associate of the
Federal Institute of Accountants
and of the Chartered Institute
of Secretaries. Before the war,
he held the rank of Lieutenant
in the Militia. Enlisting in the
Second A.LF. in May 1940, he
rose to Lieut.-Colonel, and after
63} years' varied service, includ-
ing Borneo, the Philippines and
Japan, he was demobilized in
November 1946. Mr. Wright
once more took up duties at The
Chalet, and in April 1947 was
appointed Assistant Manager.

Type ...
Cylinders (diameter)
Cylinders, piston stroke
Wheels, coupled, diameter
Wheelbase, rigid
Wheelbase, total, engme “and tender
Length, overall .
Weight in working order :

Engine

Tender

Total

Adhesive weight
Boiler heating surface:
Tubes
Firebox
Superheater

Total
Boiler pressure (per sq. inch)
Grate area
Tender :

Water capacity
Coal capacity

PROPOSED ““R’” CLASS COMPARED WITH ‘A2’ LOCOMOTIVES

IDESPREAD interest was created by the announcement in last month’s ‘ News Letter ”

'\/ —\/ of some of the principal features of the new R ** class locomotives which are to replace
the “ A2 ” class on country passenger work.

main details and dimensions of the two types so that a comparison may be made.

Tractive effort at 85 per “cent. boiler pressure

Several of our readers have asked for the
Here they are :

‘““R” Class € A42” Class
4-6-4 4-6-0
(2) 21§ 2 22
28" 26"
6 042~ 6 032~
12" 10" 13" 4"
67 53 61"
76’ 0} 62’ 63"
. 105 tons 72 tons 7 cwt.
82 tons 8 cwt. 45 tons 15 cwt.
. 187 tons 8 cwt. 118 tons 2 cwt.
58 tons 10 cwt. 52 tons 2 cwt.
1,958 sq. ft. 1,568 sq. ft.
284 ' 145 "
464 " 341 '
2,706 sq. ft. 2,054 sq. ft.
210 1b. 185 1b.
42 sq. ft. 29 sq. ft.
32,080 Ib. 27,480 1b.
9,000 gal. 4,700 gal.
6 tons 6 tons

The Victorian Railways News Letter



VIGOROUS STAFF RECRUITING CAMPAIGN’S RESULTS

of young men and youths—and also young women—who have responded to the slogan,

S TAFF recruiting figures for the first two months of 1948 show a heartening rise in the number

“ Choose a Railway Career !”

Highly significant, too, is the fact that the payrolls again

contain the names of 35 former railwaymen who, having experienced conditions *‘ outside the

2%

service,

recently returned to the Department,

A noticeable feature in the campaign is the

number of V.R. men who are taking advantage of the new system under which a bonus of 10/-
is paid for mtroducmg a new Junior Clerk, Engmeman, Porter (Adult or Junior) or Lad Labourer,
provided the nominee completes six months’ service.

OUR FRONT COVER
‘“WAVE GOOD-BYE TO A HEAT WAVE”’

HAT would be an appropriate slogan for the
many thousands of hot, perspiring patrons
who thronged the Main Concourse Fruit

Juice Drink Stall, Flinders Street Station, last
month when °‘Fahrenheit” was scoring 100
and over. . ..

On the front cover, one of our Cameramen (Roy
Dunstan) has caught smiling Josie Player (with
Ilma Mitchell in the background) dispensing one
of the orange juice drinks that, for over 20 years, have
made the Department’s drink stalls a target for all
who appreciate a reviving citrus juice drink.

Manager W. R. Ward pays a well-merited tribute
to all the girls at the Stall. ‘“They have worked
marvellously, often at extreme pressure,” he says.
““ On some days, people were waiting for us to open
at 9.45 a.m. and the rush hardly ceased until closing
time at 6.15 p.m.

“In February, we served over 13,600 drinks
of various kinds in one week, with close on
4,000 in one day. That week we got through 76
cases of oranges and 34 cases of lemons, as well
as 700 gallons of milk which, by the way, is still
one of our most popular drinks.”

Rail By-law Offenders Declined In 1947

OMPARED with the previous two years, offences

against By-laws were happily fewer during 1947.

However, it is difficult to determine how much the
decrease can be attributed to a higher standard of morality
\ amongst passengers, and how much to the falling-off in the
" number of passengers carried.

The main offences detected were :—

Smoking in a non-smoking compartment—the cause of
many complaints by passengers—for which 917 persons
were prosecuted ;

Travelling without a ticket—682 prosecutions ;

Travelling First on Second-class ticket—619 prosecutions ;

Unauthorized entry—456 prosecutions ;

Opening doors of moving trains—34 prosecutions.

Other breaches for which offenders were brought to court
included cycling on footpaths, crossing lines over the pit,
travelling on expired tickets, giving wrong name and address,
wrongfully using a child’s ticket, and making a false declara-
tion.

Unauthorized entry, which describes the practice of
entering a station from the end of a platform instead of
through the barrier gate, ranks with opening doors of moving
trains amongst the most dangerous breaches of By-laws,
since either of them can result in fatal injuries.

The number of By-laws in existence is sometimes
referred to as indicative of ‘‘red tape’ methods.
Experience, however, has dictated the need for them,
and many of them have been designed, not merely in
the Department’s interests, but to safeguard railway-
users.
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Too much emphasis cannot be placed on the excellent
prospects for promotion that await the young men joining the
railway service today. During the next 10 years particularly,
there will be a very big number of retirements, especially in
the Transportation and Rolling Stock Branches.

Naturally, this is causing anxiety within the Department.
On the other hand, it indicates the possibilities for advance-
ment for present and future railwaymen with initiative and
ambition.

Apart from losses due to retirements, the need for addition-
al staff is emphasized by the introduction of the 40-hour
week, and also by the present arrears of annual leave in many
sections of the Department, which cannot be materially
reduced unless more relief—more men—are obtained. The
shortage of staff, unless repaired in the meantime, will be
further accentuated by the long-service leave provisions
which will operate from 1951.

It is in the interests of every railwayman today to do his
utmost, in any way open to him, to assist the Department in
the staff recruiting campaign.

“The News Lefter” Editor
Retired Last Month

HEN Charles R. Bradish became Vic-
W torian Railways Assistant Publicity
Officer and Editor of ‘‘The News
Letter ” in 1933, he brought with him 25 years’
experience in journalism, gained in Australia
and overseas. Ill-health forced his premature
® retirement last month. ®
His first literary post was that of writer-cum-cartoonist
on the Melbourne staff of ‘‘ The Bulletin.” Sixteen years
later, in 1924, he was appointed Associate Editor of the
Melbourne ‘‘ Punch,” where his art, literary and theatre
criticisms were widely read and quoted. A period as feature
writer on ‘“ The Herald ” staff followed. Among his out-
z X standing successes were those well-known
interviews with prominent personalities
which appeared regularly in ‘“ Table Talk.”
In 1930 he took his wife and son to
England and quickly established himself
in free-lance journalism. The ‘“ Morning
Post,” ‘“ Daily Express,” ‘¢ Manchester
Guardian ” and ¢ Daily Herald > pub-
lished much of his work, Then came a
short trip to France, and a visit to America
where he was able to meet the editorial
staff of the °‘ Baltimore Sun —a paper
for which he had been Australian
correspondent for many years.

Mr. Bradish

After returning to Australia, Mr. Bradish joined ‘‘ The
World ” (then a Sydney daily newspaper), and became its

leader-page editor. He was fond of words as other men are
of more material things, and in articles and sketches which
he contributed to overseas journals, he played whimsically
with the origins of strange phrases and colloquialisms.

Always. the {nost modest of men, ‘“ C.R.B.” would consent only
to an entirely informal send-off. Nevertheless, it was a large and
representative group of officers that gathered about him, in the
office that he had occupied for many years, to bid him farewell.
He was presented with a wallet of notes with which to acquire still
more of the books that are his chief recreation. .

¢ The News Letter ” joins his many friends in hoping that

rest and change will bring about a quick improvement in his
kealth.
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COMMISSIONERS INVITE TENDERS FOR DIESEL LOCOS

Will Lessen Dependence On
N.S.W. Coal

HE decision announced by the Commissioners
T last month to invite tenders for 12 diesel-electric
locomotives for main line working, and six for
shunting and related service, is part of a progressive
policy which will take the railways a step further from
dependence upon New South Wales black coal. A
valuable move in this direction has already been made
in equipping 80 steam locomotives for oil-burning.
In addition, it is intended, as already announced in ‘‘ The
News Letter,” to test the possibilities of the use of pulverized
brown coal in railway locomotives. Orders have already
been placed in Germany for equipment for the conversion
of two locomotives to use this fuel.

Emphasizing that the provision of satisfactory railway
service cannot continue to be left to the vagaries of black coal
supplies, which not only have been utterly inadequate for
some years, but also have deteriorated in quality and increased
in price, the Commissioners stated that economics of opera-
tion, although important, could not be the sole factor in
determining the introduction of diesel locomotives.

Field For Diesels

- Diesel locomotives have much higher thermal efficiency
than steam, but this advantage is off-set by the high cost
of oil in this country. On the other hand, diesels possess
the advantages of greater availability, and simplification of
maintenance.

The Commissioners were satisfied by their study of traffic trends
that developments in the years immediately ahead, notably ex-
pected increases in briguette and brown coal production in the
Yallourn-Morwell area, would open up appropriate fields for diesel
locomotive operation. They were encouraged in this view by recent
advices that the capital cost of diesels, which hitherto had been
greatly disproportionate to that of steam locomotives, was now
on a more competitive level.

War Years’ Toll

Another factor influencing the Commissioners to test the
market for diesel units was that shortages both of manpower
and materials were likely to delay the construction or pur-
chase of sufficient steam locomotives in time for prospective
requirements,

Because of the condition of many of the existing locomotives,
due to age and the abnormally heavy strain upon them during
the war years, it was imperative that substantial additions to
locomotive power be made without delay. It was anticipated
that some diesel locomotives would be procurable in ap-
preciably less time than steam.

The tenders invited are for locomotives of about 1,500 h.p.
for main line operation, and 350 h.p. for shunting.

““ Thanks, Loco First Aiders !’

1 retired veteran who does not look 65 is
Driver Jack Rush, of North Melbourne Loco Depot. ‘‘ The
wife and I don’t go dancing as much as we
used to,” he told us last month, ‘‘ but we
manage to get to a ‘hop’ about once a week.”
A keen swimmer, too, he is always in the
pink of condition. Like so many other
railwaymen, Jack followed Dad’s footsteps
into the service. His father was a Repairer
at Teddywaddy, and then Gateman at West
Footscray. ‘‘ Before I go,” said Jack, ‘‘ I'd
like—through ‘' The News Letter '—to thank
the boys at North Melbourne Loco who
looked after my daughter, Mrs. Eileen
Costin, when she fell from a train near the
Loco Depot recently. They gave her First
Aid and attended her until an ambulance
arrived. She is in hospital still, but is
doing very well. We are both grateful to
Driver Sid Cox and the others for their
kindness.”

A recently

V.R. MAN SINGS IN OPERA

NOTHER musical “‘ discovery™ has been made at
Ballarat, this time in the person of Mr. Leslie Robert-
son, of the Ballarat Accounting Qffice. A successful

competitor at the South Street Competitions, he was recently

““ auditioned ” by the talent scout of the National Theatre .

Movement.

He was immediately signed up for a principal role in the
Opera, ‘“ Aida,” which was produced in Melbourne last
month. He was also to appear in
‘““The Marriage of Figaro” and, this
month, in ‘‘ Rigoletto” and ¢ Faust.”

Appropriately enough, he received his
first training as a singer under Mr. Edward
Hocking, an Acting Goods Foreman at
Ballarat, who is well-known in musical
circles, particularly as a South Street
Aria winner.

Ballarat churches, and has appeared in
various pantomimes staged locally for
charitable purposes. Radio listeners, too,
have had the pleasure of hearing this fine
bass baritone. )

Now 25 years of age, Mr. Robertson had four years’ service
with the 2/25 Bn. in the 2nd A.ILF. and, while in New Guinea
and Borneo, became a popular figure at battalion concerts.

An uncle, Mr. Harry Robertson, a well-known and jovial
personality, is a Guard at Ballarat.

Out of the Box

O most railwaymen, February 1 meant only the begin-

I ning of a new month. But to Signalman W. Quelch,

of Flinders Street, it was the beginning of a new life—

a life of well-earned retirement after 33 years in the Box.

During the last 16 years, Mr. Quelch has been on the reliev-

ing staff, and on race days Signalman-in-charge at Flemington

Racecourse, where train travellers totalling 65,000 have

been handled on Melbourne Cup days. Mr. Quelch served
for four years with the First A.L.F.

Mr. Robertson

Bendigonian Leaves
FITTER E. A. Roach, of Bendigo North Workshops, had

15 years’ engineering experience before choosing a rail-

way career in 1913.  After serving five years at the Bend-
igo Loco Shed, he was transferred to Bendigo North in Feb-
ruary 1918—and remained there exactly 30 years.
always shown a keen and practical interest in the social
activities of the Workshops.  ““ All the boys of Bendigo North
wish him long life, and good health to enjoy his retirement,”
our correspondent writes.

‘“The Wizard’’ Retires

FITTER Jack (‘‘ The Wizard ) White has tinkered with the Depart-
ment’s road motor engines for the last time. Jack has always been

= i able to do most things from mending

faulty radio sets to assembling railway
buses, but he could not stem the advanc-
ing years, His 65th birthday has finally
overtaken  him. Before the First World
War, ‘“The Wizard”” was in charge of
the Tasmanian State Motor Garage. Enlisting
in 3 Div. Engineers he rose to the rank of Staff-
Sergeant, saw action in France and Belgium,
invented a bullet-proof periscope (which won
him an M.1.DD.), stopped a ‘‘ Blighty > in Flanders
and was in Ireland on leave during the civil
strife of 1916. After returning from active
service, ‘‘ The Wizard” became a Fitter at
i Newport Workshops. In 1923 he transferred to
Jolimont Garage, and remained there until his
retirement. He is off to Tasmania for a holiday
now, and threatens to denude the Tasmanian
waters of fish béfore coming back to the mainland.

Mr. White
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Coal Stored Under Water in Western Australia

R

required for use, the coal is hauled out of the water by the same mechanical means.
The grab can handle 70 tons of coal an hour from the trucks and

in the accompanying photograph) has a span of 140 feet.

# 790 tons an hour from the water storage.

OAL produced at Collie, 125 miles
from Perth, is suitable for loco-
motives, but deteriorates quickly

when exposed to aitr, and cannot
be stored under normal conditions.
Underwater storage has proved quite
satisfactory, however, and a depot
has been established at Midland
Junction, the principal marshalling
centre of the Western Australian Rail-
ways.

At this underwater storage point, 20,000
tons of Collie coal can be held. The
coal is taken from rail waggons by mechan-
ical grab and transporter, and dumped
into a water-filled excavation. When
The electrically operated transporter (shown

CAR RELIC OF EARLY DAYS

UCKED away, and almost unnoticed, on cne of New-
port Workshops’ many sidings, rests a decayed veteran
of the first year of the Victorian Railways. This is

the old dynagraph car. Built at Melbourne in 1858 by
William Grant, it went into service as carriage No. 69A
(first-class) in 1859, the inaugural year of the Government
Railways, and soon was selected for use as the Governor’s
State Coach. As such, it traversed all the lines for nearly
20 years.

Superseded in 1880 by two State Cars of more dignified
appearance, No. 69A went into discard. It was equipped in
1890 as a dynagraph car, and continued in work for more
than 40 years, when it was replaced by the present vehicle.
One set of its three pairs of wheels had been removed about
1862 to reduce weight.

In original condition, the now-aged carriage was painted a
dark chocolate colour, trimmed with gold lines. Interior
decoration included spring- and hair-padded seats and arm-
rests, upholstered in imitation morocco leather, and panelling
with gilt beadings. The four compartments provided seating
for 24 passengers. On the outside of each door was an oval
shaped panel, bearing ‘“ V.R.” in monogram.

7 Head Office Caretaker Goes

HE retirement last month of Mr. Albert V. Collatz
(Caretaker, Head Office, Spencer Street) provoked a
quiz-minded ‘“ News Letter ” interviewer to ask him

a few questions about the massive building that had been his

special care for 12 years. And this is what we learned :

There are 240 rooms ; 621 windows (it would take one man
three months to clean them all) ; area of offices and corridors,
34 acres ; total length of corridors, $-mile ; distance around

d up stairways, 1§ miles.

' Mr. Collatz’s departure was the

. occasion for several presentations,

: including wallets of notes and a rug.

A more intimate function was the

special tea party arranged in his

honour by his staff. At each, there

. were many tributes to the good service

Mr. Collatz had given.

.  He came to the Head Office as an
Office Cleaner in 1913, and was promoted
to Caretaker, Flinders Street, in 1933 ;
two years later he came back to Head Office

as Caretaker. A son, Eric, is an Acting Boilermaker’s Help

at Spotswood Workshops ; a brother, Hector,: is an Assistant

Electrical Fitter in the Signals and Telegraphs Division.

Mr. Collatz
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Apprentice Is Now Executive

NOTHER executive who has reached the top in
his profession, and who was at one time a Vic-
torian Railways Apprentice, is Mr. Charles M.

Cock, who has been appointed Chief Electrical Engineer
of the British Railways. Before the nationalization
of the British Railway system, which took effect on
January 1 of this year, Mr. Cock was Chief Electrical
Engineer of the Southern Railway Company.

Beginning his railway career as a Clerk in the Stores
Branch, Mr. Cock became an Apprentice Fitter and Turner
at Newport Workshops in 1911,
Upon the outbreak of the First World
War, he enlisted with the R.A.N.
and was a Midshipman in the Sep-
tember 1914 landing on New Guinea.
After service in the Pacific and North
Sea, during which he rose to the
rank of Engineer-Lieutenant, Mr.
Cock left the Navy in 1919, and re-
turned to the Department.

Resigning from the Victorian Rail-
ways to join Messrs, Merz and
McLellan, he was employed on the
electrification of our suburban railways
and on the construction of Newport
“B” Power Station. In 1924 he
went to India as Supervising Engineer for Merz and
McLellan, and five years later joined the Great India
Peninsular Railway., When the Second World War began
he was Divisional Superintendent of the Bombay area. En-
listing once more, he went to sea as Engineer-Lieutenant-
Commander, resigning in January 1945 to join the Southern
Railway Company.

PAGING MR. RIPLEY, PLEASE!

F, with 42,000 miles of track, India ranks fourth after

the U.S.A., Russia and Britain, in the size of her rail-

way system, she can claim a unique world record in
the number of passengers who get free rides.

Of the passengers known to have travelled in 1946, no
fewer than 4,600,000 were caught without tickets. But it is
believed that many more got ‘‘away with it.”

The story goes that, when the Railway Board heard
witnesses from industry and the public at a recent inquiry to
improve the services, a strong protest was received from
the president of the ‘‘ Ticketless Travel Association ” that
he had not been invited as an expert witness |

—From ‘“The World’s Curious Side” in “‘ The
Newcastle Fournal.”

Mr. Cock



Wheat Trafic Handling Was Tl:iumph For Staft

TEAMWORK

SPLENDID

VERY  railwayman
who played a part
in handling this

season’s wheat harvest
earns congratulations on a
big job well done. In
10 weeks over 18 million
bushels were carried, ap-
proximately 90 per cent.
in bulk. Bulk truck loads
moved in one week totalled
4,036, establishing an all-
time record.

This season, about 5}
million bushels of wheat
went to Dunolly Storag._,/
Depot, over 5 million to™

MOVING VICTORIA’S big wheat harvest by rail required much careful preliminary planning, followed by

co-ordination of effort through Train Control, Distric.t Superintendent’s Ofﬁces_, ?pd stations to far-distant
points in the wheat-producing areas. The overall supervisory work was the responsibility of ** TRUCKS ” (Room
49), Head Office, where we see Messrs. E. Henderson,_Oﬁicer-m-charge (right) ; E. E. Hughgs_, Bul_k Whgat
and Shipping Clerk (left), and A. E. Vizard, Clerk Assisting (centre), bgsdy engaged. Highly praising his assist-
ants for their part, Mr. Henderson was equally enthusiastic about the *“ wonderful help we received from scores
of railwaymen, many of whom we know only as voices on telephones and signatures on telegrams.”

NEW QUEENSLAND COMMISSIONER

Rose From Lad Porter To Top

AT the beginning of this month, Mr, T. E. Maloney,

previously General Manager, South-eastern Division,
Queensland Railways, succeeded Mr. P. R. T. Wills
as Commissioner of that system. Mr. Wills has reached the
retiring age after a term of seven years as Commissioner.

Mr. Maloney, who has been appointed for a period of two
years at a salary of £2,000 a year, was the senior General
Manager of the Queensland Railways; he has a very wide
and thorough knowledge of the system.

He entered the service in April 1899, as a Lad Porter at a country
station on a wage of 1/8 per day. Eight months later he was ap-
pointed an Apprentice Clerk at Roma Street Station (Brisbane).
He subsequently served in the offices of the Traffic Superintendent,
Traffic Manager, and General Traffic Manager (Brisbane).

In 1921, Mr. Maloney was appointed to the Secretary’s
Office, where he occupied the positions of Trains Clerk,
Officer-in-charge of Time-tables, and Commissioner’s
Inspector. He vacated the latter position in 1937 to take up
appointment as General Manager of the Southern Division.

ROMANCE APPEARS IN ROOM 164

NNOUNCEMENT Jast month of the engagement of

Mr. Jack Guest to Miss Norma Holland had this

interesting angle : they are both employed in Room
164 (Revenue Statistics), Accountancy Branch, Spencer
Street. According to our Branch Correspondent, news
of the impending event ‘‘ was one of the best kept secrets.”
The popular couple have been deluged with congratulations
and best wishes.

Jack entered the railway service in 1940. Two years later
he enlisted in the R.A.A.F., and was based in England for
some years. He had risen to the rank of Warrant Officer
when he was discharged in 1946. Norma, a Typiste, started
in the Accountancy Branch in 1941. She is also an efficient
Comptometrist, and is one of the Department’s Instructors
for trainees. '

10

Geelong, 34 million to Marmalake, 4 million to flour millers
and produce merchants throughout the State, and 345,000
bushels to Williamstown. Ships waiting at the Geelong
terminal were loaded immediately, and by now some of our
harvest will have reached England and India.

The smooth efficiency of railway operation was widely
commended. Typical praise was given by the Editor of the
““ Donald Times,” who instanced ‘‘a smart performance
by the railways between Donald and Dunolly, when trucks
were loaded at Donald wheat elevators at 12 noon one day,
railed to Dunolly, unloaded, and returned to Donald to be
re-filled with wheat by 12 noon the next day.

‘It is common sport to ‘ knock’ the railways, but in
view of the abovementioned performance and the general
expedition with which the wheat is being moved here, it
is pleasing to be able to pay a tribute to good service.”

A fortnight later, the same paper reported that ‘‘ records
are only made to be broken. . . . . Last week a number of
railway trucks were loaded at the Donald silo at 5 p.m., after\®
which they were taken to Dunolly, unloaded, returned and
re-loaded with wheat by 9 a.m. the next day—a complete turn-
round within 16 hours.”

These are gratifying remarks, inspired by gratifying service,
and they mirror the State-wide reaction to the splendid efforts
of railwaymen. In 10 weeks, 27,000 truck loads- were
transported—a feat of which we can feel justifiably proud,
and which is of real value to the whole community.

Wood Work Is a Hobby

R. E. T. BRAMMER, Clerk in the Road Foreman’s
Office at Laurens Street, North Melbourne, recently
retired after 39 years’ service. Before transferring

to the clerical side of Way and Works Branch activities,
he was a member of gangs in various parts of Victoria,
rising to Road Foreman, Class 1, at Bendigo. Track
men at Korong Vale, Bendigo, Korumburra, Seymour and
Warrnambool will remember him best. They will remember,
too, his skill in making small articles from fancy grained
woods, and in French polishing. Although Mr. Brammer has
made no definite plans for his retirement, wood working will
probably occupy quite za lot of his time.

The Victorian Railways News Letter



VICTORIA SECOND IN INTERSTATE CRICKET GAMES

RAILWAYMEN, representing all the mainland States, are in this cheerful picture taken as they sailed
from Port Melbourne to Launceston last month for the first post-war Interstate Railways Cricket Carnival.

,/_\ AILWAYMEN-CRICKETERS from all the mainland States

assembled in Melbourne last month on the eve of sailing for
Tasmania to take part in the first post-war Railway Cricket
Carnival. In the vanguard of visitors were the Queensland team
and officials. They were the guests of the V.R.I. Cricket Associa-
tion at an enjoyable social function on February 12, when the
Victorian team members were presented with their caps and ties.

Mr. T. R. Collier (V.R.I. President) warmly welcomed the
visitors ; other speakers included Messrs. F. P. O’Dea
(President, V.R.I. Cricket Association), R. M. Kydd
(Manager, Victorian team), R. Sawyer (Captain, Victorian
team), J. Bell (Manager, Queensland team), and J. Gordon

(representing the Queensland Railways Institute).

Chris Madden, representing the Flinders Street cricket
team, was particularly entertaining in his amusing recitation
of *“ When McDougall Topped the Score,” which tells how
a sagacious dog won an exciting match for Gunn’s Gully.

There is much evidence that these social meetings of
railwaymen from different States not only create many endur-
ing friendships, but also provide a splendid opportunity for a
frank and valuable interchange of ideas on aspects of railway
operation.

New Staff Board Member

and Secretary’s.

Staff Board.

many Important cases.

Mr. Swaney

TEST UMPIRE IS A ““ NEWPORT "’ MAN

IF, and when, Andy Barlow, of the Newport Workshops, sits
down and writes his reminiscences, cricket enthusiasts wherever
the game is played will find them colourful reading. He will have a
vast store of intimate close-ups of champions and near-champions
in action, and of many interesting sidelights that spectators
inevitably miss. Why ? Because he is and has been for years
Victoria’s No. 1 Cricket Umpire.

Widely-known for his umpiring of District and Sheffield
Shield matches, and International games in which Victoria
has taken part, he has now reached the summit of every
umpire’s ambition : he umpired in the Test Matches,
Australia v India.

Andy is rightfully reluctant to talk, for publication, about
what he hears and sees around the wickets when the head-
liners are in action. He would not even admit that he has
been responsible for partially emptying the M.C.G. when,
in response to a frantic appeal, he has given the great Don
Bradman o-u-t, l.b.w.

His umpiring goes right back to the First World War when
he was overseas with our fighting forces. On several
occasions he umpired in games played by the renowned
A.LF. team, which included such famous players as J. M.
Gregory, H. L. Collins, W. A. Oldfield and €. E. Pellew.
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Has Had Wide Experience

NTO his 43 years’ railway service, Mr. W. H. Swaney, who was recently appointed a Member
I of the Staff Board after acting in that position for some time, has packed a wealth of experi-
ence covering four Branches: Transportation, Way and Works, Signals and Telegraphs,
Mr. Swaney entered the service as a Junior Clerk at Williamstown Pier;
later he was with the then Claims Agent (the late Mr. H. W. Hawkeswood) for six years as
Personal Clerk. Transferring to the Way and Works Branch, he was in a similar post with
the Chief and the Assistant Chief for eight years.
On the establishment, in 1922, of the Signals and Telegraphs Branch—since merged into the Way and
Works Branch-—he became its Staff Clerk, a position in which he acquired the intimate knowledge of
industrial matters that led to his transfer to the Secretary’s Branch, where he was associated with the

For several years he was a Departmental Advocate, appearing in the Federal Arbitration Court on
In 1935 he was appointed Chief Clerk of the Way and Works Branch, and occupied

that position until 1942, when he became a Member of the
Railways Classification Board.

A keen and versatile oflicer, Mr. Swaney is noted amongst
his colleagues and acquaintances for his enthusiasm in any
task that comes his way. This quality, and his wide experi-
ence and knowledge, should stand him in good stead in the
important position that he has been chosen to fill.

V.R. GIRL CHOOSES V.R. HUSBAND

EET thebride ! Hereis Mrs. Doug
Morffew (formerly Miss Fean
Pope), who was married last
month. Before her marriage she was a
Clerk in the Storves Branch at North
Melbourne. Her husband is a Fireman
at North Melbourne Loco, and her father,
Les Pope, is a Blacksmith at Newport
Workshops. Both bridesmaids are rail-
way lasses: Audrey Foote, of the
Secretary’s Branch, and Esma Yones, of
the Transportation Branch. The best-
man, Keith Rolfe, is a Fireman at North
Melbourne Loco.

Mrs. Morffew

1L



ERE s Mr. William
Bodsworth, ~ Station-
master, Ormond, and

his two  pretty daughters,

Betty and Joan. Betty, who

has just turned 18, is a Typiste

in the Metropolitan Super-
intendent’s Office, Flinders

Street. Nineteen-year-old

Joan is a Clerk in Room 55,

Head Office. Their father is

well-known throughout the

suburban area—he was Re-

lieving Stationmaster for 20

years before his appointment

to Ormond in 1945.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL FIRST AID AWARD WINNERS FOR 1947

DURING the 1947 First Aid examinations, 517 V.R. men won awards, which vary according to the number

. \d/

of times they have qualified. Because of space limitations, it is regretted that the names of all the
men cangnot be published. The following list is, therefore, confined to those stalwarts who have

won Departmental First Aid awards on 10 or more occasions.

In the metropolitan area, most of the awards

for the 294 men successful on four or more occasions have already been presented. This, in many cases,
was done by the Commissioners personally who, when congratulating the recipients, expressed warm ap-
preciation and thanks for their continuing interest in this unselfish and humanitarian work.

During tours of inspection, the Commissioners will take
advantage of every opportunity to meet First Aid men in
country districts and present their awards. In other cases,
presentations will be made either by District Engineers,
District Superintendents, District Rolling Stock Superin-

FLINDERS STREET VARIOUS—SUBURBAN

NAME GRADE AWARD NAME GRADE AWARD
Delmenico,P. Elec. Ftr-in-C. 15th Herbert, W. Guard 21st
Jones, D. D, Clerk 13th Melvin, F, El. Mechanic 13th
\l]c:M?ster, Head Porter  25th M%{rgaﬁ, A.S.M. 11th

 MELBOURNE GOODS McKean,  Fitter 16th
.h%&nhough. Sub-Foreman 17th PNasii, T M.L. Driver  10th

NEWPORT WORKSHOPS rendgraast,  Clerk 10th
_\Lf\inslgn, Sub-Foreman 15th Willox, E. C. Signalman 14th
lfurl;e, J A, Cgrpenter 13th ARARAT
Lockrail{m. Fitter & I'nr.  10th Isaac, H. P. Guard 10th
Colé, T. C. Iron Machinist 12tn  J RCer  Labouwrer 20t
Coles, W Moulder 16th Moorhead,D. Storeman 11th
Crellin,R. J.  Welder 16th Stainsby, R. Ldg. Shunter 10th
]\olhn;, I{' IJ-I .éctg. Toolsmith%gdpl Wilcock, J.  Clerk 12th
Mitchell, J.  Fitter t i
O'Brion,FL. Welder Soek West, L. C. R.M. Driver 10th.
Rose, A. T. Fitter 10th BALLARAT
3t§r.encs;n. Car Builder 13th ElaCk’ % JC Eit[er ;Z(?)tg
Sinclair, H. Fitter 15th  Crandler, = Forer o
T}gmpson, Welder 18¢h ChGandler, Fitter & Tnr. 1tth

. S GrO\.re.'E. J. Labourer 13th
NORTH MELB. LOCO DEPOT Overall,D. C., Machinist 15th
Andrew,C.L. Fitter 20th Tainsh, J. Crane Atidt.  1lth
Aspinall, C. Driver 12th Walker,A. G. Blacksmith 19th
Barrow, R. J. Fitter Uth Wunhym, Fitter 11th
Byron, HW. Clerk 27th J. C.

Cl%r?emS,T. Fitter 12th BENALLA
Griffin, G. Hostler 11th Mglnneny,  Clerk 17th
}—ly}r{)es, L. Etorcman 11th 1. M.
ackson,W.C. Fitter 24th
Jones, H. Gas Fitter 20th . BENDIGO
Klemke,R.T. Fitter 10th  Collis, J. K. Clerk 2znd
Morey, R. L. Fitter 21st Dorbie, J Welder 10th
McKeone, J. Boilermaker 13th Dawe, S. Labourer 10th
Payton, T.W. Fitter’s Asst.  17th Goodman,  Fitrer 11th
Sawyer,A.R. Boilermaker 10th HA'd R. Fi 17th
nde
NORTH MELB. WORKSHOPS oq oo riber "
Kiely, J. M. Sub-Foreman 13th Jones, W. C. Actg. B'maker ~15th
Mills, P. E.  Blacksmith 19th Jones, W. G. Fitter 12th
Wilding,C.E. R.G. Repairer 11th Latimer, H.  Fitter 11th
SPENCER STREET Malloy, J. R. Clerk 12th
Richards, J. Ldg. Porter 10th E&;n}l{)erthy,f’. Fitter 1ith
Tate, A. B, Storeman 11th xlc) ardson. Sub-Foreman 21st
SPOTSWOOD WORKSHOPS Smjih, 7. Fitter 18th
Calvert,D.L. Machinist 12th Swift, A. J. L.H. Fitter 11th
Olsen, E, A. Machinist 22nd Trickey, R.  Fitter 21st

tendents, or Workshops Managers. Certificates in respect
of the first and second years have already been sent to the
men concerned, and the medallions for the third year will
be distributed when they arrive from England. A Here are

the 10-year or more award winners:= ,
CASTLEMAINE KORUMBURRA
NAME GRADE AWARD NAME GRADE AWARD
Crimeen, T. Train Exmnr. 10th Lehman, P.A. Driver 15th
Noy, J. Clerk 13th MARYBOROUGH
Roper, A. T, Signalman 11th Kuffer, C. L. Storemun 27th
Turley, M. J. Repairer 10th Skene, G, H. Ldg. Porter  10th
DONALD QUYEN
Smith, W.J. A.S.M. 10th Grace, R. C. Train Exmnr. 10th
ECHUCA SEYMOUR
Payne, W. B. Driver 14th Cleary, A. Tplegraphist 14th
GEELONG Grant, W. R. Fitter’s Asst.  11th
. > Hayes, W, G. Repairer 10th
D&;I\hrréore, Fitter & Tnr. 20th Wallin, P. A. Metaller 21st
Ireland,A.E. Fitter 17th TRARALGON

14th Flower. R.A. Bbnilermaker 11th

Elork Olivier,P. B. Clerk 11th

Kehoe, J. J.

Robertson,D. Guard 10th
Tucker, E.E, Fitter 18th WANGARATTA
KORONG VALE Luke, W. R. Signalman 10th
Poole, F. V. Stareman 12th WOODEND -
Ramage, F.B. Signalman 10th Hughes. E.T. Truin Exmnr.  13th\¢/
Fecotballer—Singer

REMEMBER Bill Davies, you old-~time football fans ? He played

for Williamstown, won interstate selection four times, and was
then signed up for Essendon. For five years he wore the red-and-
black guernsey, plaved for Victoria against South Australia, and
then retired to become an Umpire. Re-
member ? If you're interested in choirs and
singers, you've heard of William Davies—
A.B.C. soloist, and member of the Melbourne
Metropolitan, Lyric, and Harmonic Choirs
(all winners at Ballarat). In his younger
days, his fine bass voice won him the Men’s
Solo championship at Kurri Kurri—at that
time the ‘‘ South Street’ of New South
Wales. William Davies was 2nd bass in the
Wanderers’ Quartette, which was heard over
every Melbourne radio station, and a mem-
ber of the old V.R.I. Male Choir. Last
month he retired, having reached the age of
65. His railway career dates from 1898,
when he began work at Newport Workshops.
Serving his time as Apprentice Car Builder,
he remained until 1918, when he transferred
to Jolimont Workshops. He was working
on the electric trains before electrification
came into operation. Plans for retirement ?
“T'm going for a good holiday,” he told us,
‘“and after that—my garden and bowls.”

Mr. Davies

Wholly set up and printed in Australia at the Victorian Railways Printing
Works, Laurens Street, North Melbourne, for the Publishers, The
Victorian Railways Commissioners.






“NEWS LETTER” ESSAY COMPETITION BRINGS MANY
BRIGHT, CONSTRUCTIVE SUGGESTIONS

% HE News Letter” essay competition attracted entries from railwaymen in every branch, and in
I all parts of Victoria. It produced a crop of bright ideas and constructive criticisms which will be

a great help in planning future issues. The aim of the publication is, of course, to bring railwaymen

news and notes that they will read with interest. Apparently “The News Letter ”” is doing a satisfactory

job, but (as so many entrants pointed out) there is room for improvement.

Many essays stressed the

need for more articles and pictures on railway operation and organization.

Descriptions of locomotives are sought, too, by both
men and women. ‘° What about some humorous items to
cheer us up ?”’ asked several railway folk (glance through
this issue and you will find some light items that tickled
the Editor immensely—and probably his grandfather before
him.) Others wanted interviews with railwaymen in
““outposts’’; the ladies demanded a women’s section;
younger folk looked for a ‘‘ Quiz.” A hobbies corner, a
children’s section, cartoons, garden notes, scenic pictures,
holiday resort information, short stories, an exchange
column, pen friends club, social notes, crossword puzzies

. all these were among the requests put forward. Many
sought a larger publication (but, alas! paper is in short
supply at present).

The chief ‘‘dislike ” expressed by entrants was against
overlong personals. ‘¢ Admittedly personals contain in-
terest,” wrote one railwayman, ¢ but they don’t appeal

Transportation Branch

‘¢ commend ‘The News Letter' on its enterprise
I and openness of heart in inviting railwaymen to
express their views as to the efficacy or otherwise

of its monthly publication.

“To be candid, my first reaction to the invitation is
that this magazine has already ©arrived '—its articles em-
bracing a variety of topics presented in an interesting and
attractive fashion. By this observation, however, I do not
wish to imply that its coverage is complete or in fact as full
as it should be to ensure its recognition as a journal worthy
of the service.

<1 feel that ¢ The News Letter’ should now give con-
sideration to expansion into new fields of thought and
energy, and concurrently record my disapproval of the
inclusion of ancestors’ photographs when reviewing a
present-day railwayman. Much valuable space could be
saved by merely mentioning the lineage.

““ With due deference, I make bold to offer the following
themes as insertions at the will of the Editor.

““'The publishing of ¢ Safety First’ slogans would be in
place among the railway circle as the need for the exercise
of the utmost care in railway operation cannot be over-
stressed.

¢« Excerpts from the ¢ Tourist News Budget’ could with
advantage be inserted to serve as a guide to railwayvmen
anticipating annual leave as to the accommodation available
at holiday resorts and seasonal attractions at particular
places at varying periods of the vear.

to everybody. Too many of the personalities are un- '
familiar to the majority of the Department’s operating staff.””

All these ideas are excellent. They gave the judges a
difficult task in selecting the winners. The Editor sends.
his sincere thanks to every entrant, and directs attention
to the Competition advertised in this issue for a new title
to replace ‘‘ News Letter.”

Mr. John Milliard, of the Transportation Branch,
has been awarded first prize of £3.3.0 ; Mrs. Madeleine:
Duncombe (the wife of a railwayman) second prize—
£2.2.0; and Mr. Jack Lee, Boilermaker, Newport
Workshops, third prize—/£1.1.0. Congratulations on
three fine efforts!

Lack of space will allow only the first and second prize~
winning essays to be published. Here’s what Mr. Milliard
has to say—

Clerk’s Winning Entry

““ Advice on how to treat an injury, cuts, abrasions and the
like would be helpful and no doubt appreciated by men
positioned outback.

“ Horticultural notes, detailing sowings from month to
month, would suit the gardener. Hints on the culinary and
other domestic arts would appeal to the ‘fair sex’ of the
railway family. Well-kept station premises and permanent
way lengths should also receive due laudation. Sentiments
of good-will are always timely, impelling me now to observe
that kindness and consideration for the other fellow makes
a man at peace with the world.

““The Victorian Railways Institute founded for the
educational and social benefit of railwaymen (and now
dispossessed of journalistic charm of a previously high
order) is deserving of publicity through this medium.
Results of yearly examinations conducted in the various
centres of the Institute should be detailed in this issue,
providing a glow of satisfaction to successful competitors
and an incentive to others.

““The Institute should receive more boosting if only
as a social rendezvous where railwaymen can get to really
know each other, removing by this means an air of aloof-
ness too prevalent among members of the Service.

‘“ Perhaps a little reminder at odd times on the need for
service—Dbetter service—in these davs of keen transport
rivalry would not be amiss. My conclusion is that a jester’s
corner provides just that little bit which sweetens life—
and who does not enjoy a ‘source of innocent merriment ?’”’

Here Is Mrs. Duncombe’s Breezy Contribution

V.R. men, but vitally inieresting to their women-
folk also, whether they be sweethearts or just wives,
Being a female, I thought T would try to write a few lines,
but, 500 words, good gracious, I could say them over the
fence much easier than write them.
¢ [ dare not call this an ‘Essay’ because after being
a V.R. man’s wife for 27 years, I'm really much better
at cooking and packing a good crib than using the pen.
My first grouch is the name chosen for your little paper.
Why not call it ¢ Progress’ or ¢ Spirit of Progress.” It
would not need ° V.R.’ to tell where it belonged.
“My second is that I see this little paper rarely, the
men forget to bring it home or are not given a copy. so |

“RAILWAY ‘News Letter ' is not only interesting to

2

suggest please post a copy to every home, for*there is much
to interest outsiders as well. This issue is the first I have
seen for many months.

““ May [ suggest you invite short letters of the ¢ 50-50"
type, they would be helpful and create interest on many
viewpoints. Mavbe a few household and cooking hints
would be appreciated by the ladies. I thought the item
¢ Railway—Racing Link’ very novel and interesting,
perhaps older V.R. men would record reminiscences.

‘““ Why not a small cover for ‘ Humour’? Railwaymen
in general must come across many amusing episodes, viz.:—
A man asked a porter what surprised him most, and he said,
““ Forty vears 1 have been a porter, and there’s only one
thing that surprises me—and that’s people.”

The Victorian Railways News Letter



Two

were among the eight finalists.

set 30 general knowledge questions.

unfortunately, was eliminated.

Mr. Morris

and a consistent winner.
It was Mr. Finlay’s second appearance before the microphone.

questions, finally led him to try’his luck in the international field.

When this issue went to press, Mr. Morris had just brilliantly won his wayv into Australia’s team to compete agamst

Great Britain, Canada, New Zealand and South Africa.

selection in Australia’s team in the Empire Quiz Champ-
ionship, to be broadcast in connexion with the Fifth Security
Loan, two V.R. men, both employed at the Newport Workshops,
They were Messrs G. E. Mor-
ris (Signwriter) and A. P. Finlay (Chemist).
survive two elimination contests at each of which they were

~ To obtain the Victorian team of four, the eight finalists took part
in a State-wide broadcast on Friday, March 12.
tained his reputation by qualifying for the team, but Mr. Finlay,

Mr. Morris is widely known to listeners to quiz contests, not only
throughout Australia, but internationally also for he has captained
two Australian teams against overseas quiz experts.
type of radio session began, he has been a consistent entrant

Newport ‘Workshops Men In Big Loan Quiz

FROM over 400 Victorian asplrants who last month sought

They had to

Mr. Morris main-

Ever since this

Mr. Finlay

He has always been keenly interested in these tests of
general knowledge, and his friends say that his ability, as a home listener, to answer correctly so many of the most involved

BULK WHEAT HANDLiNG PRAISED
BY GRAIN ELEVATORS BOARD

N a letter, dated March 1, to the Chairman of Commis-
sioners (Mr. N. C. Harris), the following tribute is paid
by the Chairman and General Manager, Grain Eleva-

tors Board (Mr. H. Glowrey), to the part played by V.R.
men in handling this season’s bulk wheat trafhic :

‘“ During the past wheat receival season the wheat was taken
off the farms at a faster rate than has been accomplished in any
preceding year.

“ Because of the generally satisfactory over-all service which
your Department rendered, the Board was able to handle well
over 34 million bushels of wheat in a lesser period than it was
originally anticipated that the existing bulk elevator facilities
would handle 24 million bushels.

“The Board is aware of the fact that your Department was
materially assisted in its accomplishment because of the short
haul that was provided by utilizing the Emergency Storages,
but feels that special thanks should be conveyed to you for
the very excellent service rendered by your Department.

““ The Board would appreciate it if you would take the appro-
priate action to see that the thanks of the Board are conveyed
to all the officers who so materially assisted in enabling the
Board to handle such a large quantity of wheat in record time.’

In the course of his acknowledgement to this letter,
Mr. Harris said :

‘““ We will be pleased to have your messagé conveyed to the
whole of the staff concerned, and I feel sure that they will be
as pleased as we are to know that the movement of the wheat

.“wag :accomplished so satlsfactonly as to earn the. commendatnon
. -of your Board.”

= ——

‘BEFORE finish-
ing duty-at Spencer-
Street Station to
take up the new
post of Assistant
to the Metropolitan
Superintendant,
Mr. F. Arblaster
was ‘given a presen-
tatiori by his ‘col-
leagues. Mr.
Phillips, Station-
‘master,  Spencer
St., is shown (left)
handmg the gifts
to Mr. Arblaster.
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£2.2.0 FOR NEW TITLE

“ What’'s in a name? That which we call
a rose

By any other name would smell as sweel.”

But would you like a new name for
‘“The News Letter”? [In October
1930173 years ago—the “ V'R. Maga-
zine”’ ceased publication and was re-
placed by a four-page °‘ News Letter.”
The four pages have since been increased
to 12, with a wider range of subjects.
Does this call for a new title? You tell
the Editor.

Write and let him know what you
think the title should be. For the best
entry received an award of £2.2.0 will
be ‘paid. Titles submitted should be
short and snappy—one word for prefer-
ence.

Send your entry to the Editor, News
Letter, Railway Offices, Spencer Street,
Melbourne, C.1. Closing date for the
competition is MAY 31.




COMMONWEALTH RAILWAYS

FORMER V.R. MAN IS NOW ASST.
COMMISSIONER

ICTORIAN railwaymen will be more than ordinarily
interested in the recent appointment of Mr. P, J. Han-
naberry, B.C.E., M.Inst.C.E. (Aust.), Chief Civil

Engineer, Commonwealth Railways, to the newly-created
post of Assistant Commissioner of that system, for he him-
self 1s a former V.R. man. Enter-
ing the service as a Pupil Engineer
in the Way and Works Branch in
1923, he gained wide field experi-
ence in all phases of civil engineer-
ing during the next 11 years.

When the Commonwealth Rail-
ways Department invited applica-
tions for the position of Assistant
Engineer, mainly on the mainten-
ance of the Trans-Australian and
Central Australia Railways, he was
the successful applicant. Promo-
tion to Supervising Engineer and
Engineer of Way and Works pre-

A ceded his appointment as Chief
Mr. Hannaberry Civil Engineer in 1944,

Among his many activities, Mr. Hannaberry has
taken a foremost part in the provision of amenities,
especially in housing, for employees on the Trans-
Australian and Central Australia lines.

A qualified Victorian Municipal Engineer, he is also a
Member of the American Railway Engineering Association.
For seven years he was an instructor at the Collingwood
Technical School in applied mechanics (structural and
mechanical).

Brady and Badminton

<< ADMINTON ? A game not widely publicised.
But if you want to know all about it, see Roy
Brady, Clerk to the Metropolitan Superintendent,”
said a V.R. man to a ‘‘ News Letter ’ reporter last month.
We discovered that Roy has been Federal Secretary of
the Australian Badminton Association for 10 years.
A tribute to his organizing capacity came in 1938 when
he was appointed Manager of the first Australian badminton
team ever to leave these shores.
It went to New Zealand and won
all three Test matches. For the
past decade, he has been President
of the Northern District Badminton
Association.

The game suffered a set-back
during the Second World War, but
is again thriving, with about 10,000
players in Australia and more than
3,000 in the Melbourne suburban
area,

Badminton administration in win-
ter and cricket playing in the sum-
mer just about absorb all of Roy’s
leisure. He has played with the
West Preston Methodist Church
team for 24 years—and is still holding his place. For the
last 10 years he has been captain.

Roy is also a keen first-aider, being the holder of a Depart-
mental gold medal. One of the best-known of suburban
railwaymen, he has been associated, as Personal Clerk, with
every Metropolitan Superintendent since 1923.

rr. Brady

A cannibal took his baby to a witch doctor. ““ Doc.,” he
said, ‘I don’t know what’s the matter with him.
He won’t eat anybody.”

EAST PRESTON RAILWAY

“RARE OPPORTUNITY FOR
PLANNED DEVELOPMENT”

FOLLOW-ING the acquisition last year of a large

area of land in the East Preston district for the

State Housing Commission, the Parliamentary
Public Works Committee is studying the question of
building a railway line to serve the new settlement.
A survey carried
out by the Chief
Engineer for

Railway Con-
struction pro-
vides for a

branch from the

Heidelberg track

at  Alphington,

skirting the Dar-
ebin Creek, and
turning north
along a route
about the middle
of the acquired
area.
Giving evidence
before the Public
. Works Committee
recently, the Chair-
man of Commis-
sioners (Mr. N. C,
Harris) said that
working expenses,
as well as interest
on capital cost of
the line and rolling
stock, would be out
of proportion to
revenue in the first
few years of opera-
tion.

To reduce the capital cost of the line, he suggested that
part of the ‘‘unearned increment ’—arising from increased
land values which normally follow the building of a line— be
appropriated, and put towards the cost of constructing the
railway.

Other recommendations put forward included :

@ Termination of the new line initially at Wood Street, nine
miles from Melbourne, extension to depend on progress
of settlement and industrial development along this section.

@® Building of a goods yard near Darebin Street to replace
the small yards at Ivanhoe and Alphington.
Inadvisability of beginning construction at once, as it
would probably be two years before water and sewerage
reticulation could be provided in the area.

‘“Fly-over’’ Later ?

Thormbury

Falrfield Park
Dennis

On the basis of the Housing Commission’s estimate of
ultimate settlement, Mr. Harris outlined a tentative time-
table providing for a 10-minute service in peak and 20-minute
in off-peak hours. After substantial development it might be
necessary to construct a ‘“ fly over ”’ at Alphington in place
of a flat junction. In the early stages of settlement a local
train would run between Alphington Station and Wood
Street.

The cost of building the new railway line as far as Wood
Street is estimated by the Chief Engineer for Railway Con-
struction at £210,000 (£264,000 for the whole "ne).

““ The area to be served is open country within reasonable
distance of the city and offers a rare opportunity for well
planned development,” said Mr. Harris.

‘“ Good morning, Mrs. Hackert. I’'m from the gas com-
pany. I understand there’s something in the house
that won’t work.”

““ Yes. Go right upstairs, you’ll find him still in bed.”

The Victorian Railways News Letter



IT'S HAPPENING IN VICTORIA—No. |.
Australia’s Greatest Construction Work In Kiewa Valley

ICTORIA’S post-war development projects cover an extensive range. 'The Railways have plans for all-round modern-
ization, which will involve an expenditure of £15 million; the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission is en-
gaged on a programme of water conservation and distribution which will cost £5 million ; the State Electricity Com-

mission has three major projects under way: extension of the generating plant at the Yallourn open cut, hydro-electric
development in the Kiewa Valley, and the establishment of vast new briquetting works south of Morwell ; the Melbourne
Harbour Trust is engaged on considerable dock extension work, and is also to spend £80,000 on improving passenger reception
facilities at Station Pier, Port Melbourne.

In this and succeeding issues, ‘“The News Letter " will briefly outline details of these plans for the information of rail-
waymen. We begin with the Kiewa Hydro-Electric Scheme.

Back in 1937, State Parliament approved an electricity
supply project to be undertaken at Kiewa, in the alpine region
of Victoria, about 200 miles north-east of Melbourne. Work
was held up by the war, but one power station was built and
has been operating since 1944.

Estimating that the demand on its system will have
reached 745,000 kilowatts by 1956, and that the output
of energy will need to be nearly 3,500 million kilowatt-
hours annually, the State Electricity Commission has
recommended a tremendous enlargement of the origi-
nal Kiewa Scheme. This plan contemplates one of the
grleatest construction works ever carried out in Aust-
ralia.

Five and a half thousand feet above sea level two great
reservoirs will be built, one at Pretty Valley, and the other at
Rocky Valley. To form the Pretty Valley reservoir, it is
proposed to build a huge multiple-arch reinforced concrete
dam that will rise over 200 feet above the stream bed. It
will store 160,000 acre feet of water, half being held in reserve
to be used only in drought periods. The Rocky Valley dam
will be of the earth and rock-fill type, rising 100 feet. Several
smaller dams and dykes are included in the scheme. All
will be fed by the winter snows and the springs and streams
within an area of 47 square miles.

From these reservoirs water will be led along massive rock
tunnels and through a series of power stations at successively
lower altitudes. The head-waters of the Mitta Mitta River,
too, will be diverted to the power stations, The torrents of
water, cascading down from the snow-capped mountains will
be harnessed to provide light and heat and power.

The power station already in operation has been built
above ground, but the new scheme provides for five more
stations, all in underground caverns. Eighteen miles of

Lake Guy, source of supply of water operating No. 3 Power
Station, with the township of Bogong in the background.

tunnels—the largest more than 300 square feet in sectional
area—will be blasted through solid rock to bring the waters
to the turbines.

The quietude of the age-old Alps bas been shattered by
the vast works now actively in progress. A complete town-
ship for S.E.C. workers has arisen at Bogong (population 300)
and a larger township is being built at Mt. Beauty. Passenger
buses and trucks hauling goods are now running to and from
Wodonga, Bright and Myrtleford.

The power generated at Kiewa will be transmitted to Melbourne over a double circuit steel tower trans-

mission line.
receive it.

at about £25 million.

Terminal stations at Brunswick, Thomastown, and a new station in the eastern suburbs will
From these points it will be reticulated as required through the S.E.C. supply system. The north-
eastern part of the State will be served direct from Kiewa.

The total capital cost of the scheme is estimated

WE’'RE LOOKING FOR GROUP PICTURES

Isthere someone
with a camera at
your location?
‘““The News Let-
ter” will be very
grateful if he
will take a photo
of your group
andsenditalong
for publication.
Here is the Kor-
ong Vale team,
photographed
during the re-
cent grain Sea-
son. Read from
left to right and
§ you will find
(back row):Messrs Gibson, Boldiston, Benstead, Kellar,
Rice and Ridgewell, and (front row) : Messrs McCurdy,
Sullivan (S.M.) and Floyd. B

April 1948

OUR FRONT COVER

LICE, the 100-year-old Wirth’s
Circus elephant, makes truck
loading seem easy. Dainty as a

kitten, sure-footed as a mountain goat
and strong as . . . .well, strong as an
elephant . . . she put a complete con-
voy of circus vehicles aboard the train
last month in little mare than an hour.

LEFT-HANDED COMPLIMENT

This is how a well-known author dedicated one of his books:
‘I dedicate this book to my wife and three charming
daughters without whose constant sympathy, un-
remitting attention and perpetual love it could have
been completed in half the time.”



THE FIRST 102 H.P. DIESEL

A modern diesel rail car s mw
and Heathcote. [t is the fre-
cars ordered last year. In a¢ti
280 H.P. rail cars and six 1534 P
been ordered. Tenders hue
diesel-electric main line locmor
and six of 350 2.

These pictures were taken orine
to Kilmore. (Above) Therew
attractive appearance. {Uppr [
envy of every Kilmore schoc ch
view of second-class sections i
population strongly approv:

right) The fir-dl

6 The Vietorian Railways News Letter -



L RAIL CAR IS RUNNING

n~ operating between Wallan
fire-runner of 12 102 H.P. rail
16:tion 12 central power bogie
34 P. rail cars and trailers have
we been called, too, for 12
cenotives of about 1500 H.P.,
£?. for shunting.

tae trial run from Melbourne

w diesel rail car has a most
rieft) Alec MacKenzie is the

child. (Lower left) Interior
#~ Upper right) The younger
v of the new car. (Lower
irz-class section.
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Three V.R. Men Prominent In League
' e and Country R
Football
Circles

PENING this

month of the

194% football
season gives topical in-
terest to the sporting
activities of three
V.R. men: Bill
Blackburn (Ambulance Ofhcer); Reg Richards (Fitter’s
Assistant, Ballarat Workshops) ; and Stan Morcombe (Senior
Clerk, Jolimont Workshops).

In the Australian Rules game of football, there are few, if
any, better known personalities in all States than Bill Black-
burn. He has been Field Umptre in Interstate and Carnival
matches ; in hundreds of League and Association games
(including 16 memorable final matches on the M.C.G.);
and in country final games in Victoria.

b1l plackourn Stan Morcomoe

A strict, vet understanding umpire, Bill is still spoken of
as one who never lost control of a game, even when players’
tempers became frayed. When he retired from active um-
piring in 1939, the League immediately snapped him up as
Umpires” Adviser.

In this capacity, he is doing much, by his lecturing
in this and other States, to raise the standard of foot-
ball umpiring.

After 11 years with South Melbourne and taking part in
116 games, Reg Richards last season gave up League football
for a coaching position this vear with Ballarat.
He left with the reputation, backed by several valuable
trophies, of being one of the finest utility players in the
game.  Whether at wing half-back, centre, rover or
forward, he was always prominent. '

Stan Morcombe, another Southerner, has been the Club’s
Official Timekeeper for the past eight years. What goes on
in the Timekeepers’ Box is a mystery to most football sup-
porters. But this much is known : it is a job needing 100
per cent. concentration on the seconds . . . those tense
seconds which, in a close finish, send barrackers home either
glowing with satisfaction or deep in gloom. Apart from
football, Stan has many interests, being President of the
V.R.I. Choral Society and Vice-President of the V.R.I.
Golf Association.

(No doubt there are many other V.R? men actively
connected with football clubs as players and officials.
If you know of any, please drop me a line at the
Railway Offices, Spencer Street, Melbourne, C.1.

THE EDITOR.)

UILDING of a new wing at the Ortho-
paedic Hospital, Frankston, is the com-
mendable object of the Newport Work-

shops Orthopaedic Hospital Auxiliary Welder
Jake Attrill (Hon. Secretary), proudly announces
that the fund has now passed the £700 mark,
mainly through pay day contribuvtions of 3d.
per person. Recently a party of 70 visited the
Hospital on a Sunday afternoon. They took
with them an abundance of sweets, fruit, ice
cream, books and tovs. The inmates were also
entertained by a Concert Party, the artists in-
cluding five men from Newport Workshops.
This picture shows some of the V.R. men, in-
zluding officials of the Auxiliary, who did one
thing or another to make the visit a ‘“ gorgeous
afternoon,” as one of the little patients grate-
fully acknowledged.

8

TRUCK SHORTAGE ANGLE
Tendegs Called For 500 “ GY’s”

OR the first time in more than 20 years, the
Department has been obliged to call tenders
from outside contractors for the construction
of goods waggons—500 ““ GY > 16-22 ton trucks
for bulk wheat and general goods traffic. Normally,
the building of trucks is carried out at the Newport
Workshops, but owing to the acute labour shortage

in recent years, it has been impossible to engage in
‘?Xé construction to the extent that is desirable. @8@

Truck shortage is a matter of increasing concern. It has
been accentuated by the necessity to move the quantity of
raw brown coal now being used by industry and, with fur-
ther developments in this direction, the truck supply resources
of the Department may be so severely taxed as to affect the
movement of other traffic. An abnormal demand exists
at present for trucks required for superphosphates, firewood,
export traffic, etc.

All possible avenues are being explored for means
to improve the situation. For ihis purpose a com-
prehensive conference was recently arranged by the
Commissioners. It was attended by the Heads and
Sub-Heads of all the Branches concerned, as well
as by the District Superintendents, Traffic Inspectors
and District Train Controllers.

Rail Users’ Help Needed

The need to ensure that the utmost was done by all sec-
tions of the operating staff to keep available trucks moving
was particularly stressed, and District Officers were enjoined
to seek the co-operation of railway users in the expeditious
loading and unloading of the vehicles.

The heavy decline in the number of trucks discharged on
Saturdays following the introduction of the 40-hour week is
beyond the control of the Department, and this new
adverse position makes it more than ever necessary that no
other avoidable delay to trucks should occur.

In a recent statement to the press, the Commissioners
made a special appeal for the co-operation of all concerned
for the prompt release of trucks, including a continuance of
discharging operations on Saturdays. ‘‘ Only by the help
of consignees will we be enabled to provide maximum ser-
vice,” the Commissioners said.

RAILWAYMEN’'S FINE WORK FOR
ORTHOPAEDIC HOSPITAL

The Victorian Railways News Letter



Former Apprentice Gives Advice
To Apprentices

OR Apprentice Student Victor R. Moll, of the Way
F and Works Branch, 1947 was an eventful year.
He had already been awarded the Diploma of
Fellowship of Civil Engineering of the Melbourne
Technical College and, last month, he received word
that he had won the ‘‘ Municipal Engineering Prize

for 19477 of The Institution of Engineers, Australia.
And now, 1948 has opened auspiciously, for he has been
promoted to Assistant Engineer in the Track and
Drainage Section.

Victor is 21 years of age and is the
son of ex-Fitter’'s Assistant
Louis Moll, who was employed
at the Newport Workshops for
many years.

Behind Victor’s success is a story
of decision and ambition. To use
his own colloquialism : ‘I was an
absolute  ‘ no-hoper’ at State
School. I just could not get any-
where with almost any subject.
Circumstances forced me to take
stock of myself and see just where I
was going, or not going. So I de-
cided to seek the advice of a Tech~
nical School Headmaster.  Acting
upon 1it, I went to a Technical

Victor Moll School, ‘put my head down,’

and drove myself along. In 1942 I applied for and was

lucky enough to be selected as an Apprentice Fitter and

Turner at the Newport Workshops.”

From then on, the Departmental records tell of a series of
unbroken successes. As a student at the Department’s
Newport Technical College he was either first or second in
the examinations, registering 90 per cent. or more marks on
each occasion. In 1942, he gained first place in the Appren-
tices’ Scholarship examination. He was then awarded a
free place at the Melbourne Technical College, with the
splendid results already mentioned.

Drawing on his own experience, Victor can give some
valuable advice to students. ‘¢ While at College,” he said,
““1 decided that one must have some sort of relaxation ;
something to free the mind from the grind of close study ;
something to allow one to meet people in a free and easy
atmosphere.

‘“I then joined the football and cricket teams of the
College. I found a mixture of study and sport was
indispensable.” He became captain of both teams,
representing his College in inter-collége competitions.
These days he is an active member of the Mercantile
Rowing Club and, if time permits, he may try his luck
with one of the League football teams.

DIS-SERVICE—AND SERVICE

N the following letter to the Commissioners, Mr. D. G.
Peele, Chartered Accountant, 87 Queen Street, Mel-
bourne, contrasts the reception he received when making

a time-table inquiry at an important suburban station, the
exact location of the incident, etc., being withheld from
publication :

““1 would like to bring under your notice the difference with
Lad Porters. Last Saturday, I was rather pushed for time.
When waiting to catch a suburban-bound train, I made inquiries
on the platform about the time of a return train.

‘““ The elder of the two lads informed me that, as my desti-
nation was an intermediate station, I could inquire there.
Another lad, Number on cap...... , followed me and said, ‘‘ Sir,
I heard you inquire about a return train; I can give you that
information.”” He then referred to a book and very politely
told me all I wanted to know; time taken would, I think. be
under two minutes.

‘“ Just the difference between two boys, but what a difference.
I hope the second lad will be encouraged to keep up the good
work.”

April 1948

HE son of a railwayman
who retired nearly 30
years ago, Assistant

Stationmaster T. J. Cook, of
Balaclava, has himself reached
the age of 65. Joining the
Department in 1900, he served
at various locations throughout
the State, including Charlton,
Bridgewater, Kiata, Albert Park
and North Brighton. He re-
members his first job well—
that of Lad Porter at Seymour,
working 13-hour shifts! ‘I
haven’t made a single retire-
ment plan,” says Mr. Cook.

Mr.wéook
“I'm just going to do whatever I feel like doing.”

BONUSES FOR '
RECRUITERS.

will be paid to any V.R.
I 0 = man directly responsible
for introducing a new

JUNIOR CLERK (Male), PORTER (Male),
ENGINEMAN, or LAD LABOURER, if the
nominee completes six months’ service.

To qualify for the bonus, nominations addressed to the Secretary for Rail-
ways, Room 225, Railway Offices, Spencer Street, Melbourne, must accompany
the application or be received before the application is lodged ; or, in the
case of personal application, must be handed in at the Employment Office by
the applicant on his initial visit.

“A Magnificent Gesture”’

HEN Mr. J. W. Cordwell (Assistant Staff Officer,

Transportation Branch) retired on March 31 after

48 years’ service, he still retained vivid memories of
an incident that occurred at the Spencer Street station more
than 20 years ago. At that time, he had assisted in the
preparation of rosters leading to the transfer of a number of
surplus men—and there was con-
siderable criticism among the mates
of the men concerned.

If, when promotion to Head
Office came his way several years
later, he was under the impression
that there was lingering hostility
towards himself, he had a pleasant
surprise in store.

Actually, the station staff
banded together and tendered
him an enthusiastic farewell at
a city cafe. He was presented
with a wvaluable gold watch
(which he still treasures), and
a set of crystal for his wife.
‘“1 have never forgotten that
magnificent gesture,” Mr.
Cordwell said last month.

Mr. Cordwell spent practically all his railway service in
and around Spencer Street Station and Head Office. As
Interstate Booking Clerk he earned the esteem of many
hundreds of regular travellers.

He came to Head Office to assist on guards’ rosters, always
an intricate job, and when a special rostering sub-section was
created he was placed in charge. Over the past eight years,
he frequently relieved as Assistant Staff Officer, and was
appointed to that post in October last.

Mr. Cordwell
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Level Crossing Sign’s Lament—And Advice For Us Ali

An Erie (U.S.A.) Railroad Magazine feporter
claims to have spoken recently to a level crossing
sign. This is what it told him.

‘¢ Believe me, I have often wished that I had a face and a
strong voice so that I could make a better human appeal.
A lot of auto. drivers never see me and never think about
looking to see if a train is coming before they cross the tracks.
They often smash into flasher light signals and break down
crossing gates designed for their protection.

““You see, the crossing watchmen, bells, whistles, flasher
light signals, gates, and our group, the crossing signs, are
doing all we can to prevent accidents, but we need your help
right now. You can do something very important that none
of us can do.

““You can broadcast from station T-A-L-K. You have
relatives, friends, neighbours, and make contact with many
people who drive automobiles. A few words from you can

often be far more effective than any of my crossing safety
device associates, even if they are doing a swell job.

““ You can tell them about the importance of coming
to a highway-railway crossing under full control and
being able to STOP clear of the crossing, NOT ON IT,
as some of them have done. You can tell them not
to cross the tracks until they KNOW it is safe to do so.
Get them to talk about CROSSING SAFETY to others.”

If the Victorian crossing signs could talk, they would voice
much the same message. During the last three years there
have been 115 level crossing mishaps—>50 of them in 1947.
Of these 50, 37 occurred in daylight, and in 31 cases the car
drivers lived close by—and presumably knew the crossing
well.  During that same three years, 233 road vehicles
collided with level crossing gates.

The remedy for level crossing accidents is quite simple—
when you’re driving a car, keep your mind on the job'!

Wally and The Major : Cutting It Fine

., GEE! THAT WAS TOO CLOSE
1)) ~ FOR COMFORT =

( Courtesy, ‘‘ The Herald,” Melbourne.)

New Recruits Are Joining First Aid

Classes

E learn from Mr. W. J. Blackburn, Ambulance
Officer, that gratifying results are being ob-
tained from the First AidgCampaign now

vigorously in progress. Many new&ecruits to the
railway service are joining the clas§es, and second
and third year students, as well as many ‘‘veterans’’,
are continuing. Enrolments in the special classes
for female staff in the metropolitan area are very
satisfactory, too.

When this issue went to press, classes had been formed
at Flinders Street, Dimboola, Hamilton, Seymour, Newport
Workshops, North Melbourne Loco Depot, Ballarat, Ararat,
Geelong, Bendigo, The Chalet at Mt. Buffalo National Park,
Donald, Yea, Horsham, Traralgon, Woodend, Castlemaine
and Glenrowan.

For the formation of the class at Glenrowan, credit is due
to Stationmaster Mr. C. J. Perry. Himself a qualified and
enthusiastic First Aider, he realized that there was much
good material for a class among the large number of Way and
Works men now on special works in the district.

The Ambulance Officer expresses the hope that Mr. Perry’s
example will be followed by others at locations where there is
a congregation of staff.  He stresses again that knowledge of
First Aid is no burden to carry. To quote his own words :
‘“ First Aid is humanitarian work. A knowledge of it may
prove invaluable in any walk of life ; it may prevent much
needless suffering ; it has often saved a limb—and a life, too.
It increases a man’s confidence in himself, and earns the
respect of his fellows.

“] believe that every man (or woman) who has ac-
quired the knowledge is happier for it. We are out
to give every facility and encouragement to students.
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V.R.I. OFFICE STAFF MEMBER WAS
OLYMPIC SELECTOR

HEN interviewed early last month, Miss Lil
Neville, of the V.R.I. Office Staff, was carrying
a secret that amateur athletic enthusiasts
throughout Australia were waiting on tiptoes to hear
revealed.
picking the woggen athletes to represent Australiaf
at the forthcon—%g Olympic Games in Great Britaina{'

/

As one of three selectors with the task of/" ™

she had the pr@cious names tucked safely away iti*\”/t

her hand-bag. "Her response to our jocular request
‘for ca) "‘scoop ” for ‘The News Letter’ was a decisive
‘NO 17

Miss Neville's experience in all branches of women’s field
athletics is both long and extensive. For 17 years Secretary
and Treasurer of the V.R.]. Women’s Athletic Association,
she has also, for the past six vears, been Secretary of the
Victorian body. In addition, she is an Executive Member
of the Federal organization. :

Although Miss Neville’s interest in the progress of women'’s
athletics 1s nation-wide, she quite naturally takes special
interest in the V,R.1. athletes. For seven years they have
been undisputed Victorian champions with many brilliant
individual performances in all branches of field athletics,
from javelin throwing to hurdling.

Early this year, four of the girls were included in the
Victorian team (managed by Miss Neville) that competed
at the Australian championships at Sydney. In the.inter-
club competitions this season, three of the V.R.1. grades were
premiers, with one other grade runners-up.

Miss Neville pays a handsome tribute to the Honor-
ary Coach of the V.R.L girls : Bill Cox, of the Jolimont
Workshops. ‘“ He has been wonderful,” she -said

The Victorian Railways News Letter



ISLINGTON (S.A.) RAILWAY WORKSHOPS COVER 105 ACRES

THIS ** self-service ”

CRICKET DRAMA AT ROYAL PARK

SCENE : The Sports Ground at Royal Park.

OCCASION : The Grand Final of the V.R.I. Cricket Association
played last month between Electrical Engineers
and Flinders Street.

YHE Engineers have scored 229 ; Flinders Street are now
batting, and as the last over begins, they need eight
runs to win their first Commissioners’ Cup.

Peter Baldi has the strike. He is the ‘‘ hope of the side.”
As .he very last ball of the imatch is about to be bowled, the
scures are 229 to 226 ; nothing less than a boundary shot will
do for a Flinders Street victory. Peter determinedly sets
himself. He can do it—or can he? Spectators, players
and umpires wait in hushed expectancy.

As the fateful last ball leaves the bowler’s hand, the desper-
ate Peter jumps far down the pitch to drive it, or pull it, or
cut it—who knows >—anywhere for that precious four, and

victory. He makes a tremendous swing, but alas! He
misses the ball . . . slips, and crashes to the ground in a heap
a ‘“mile” out of his crease. Everyone, including Peter, is
stunned.

And then the cheering starts. The Electrical
Engineers have won in the most dramatic finish in
the history of the Competitions.

Sports Shorts From V.R. Institute

EYMOUR came to town last month for the Country
Cricket Week—and went home as winners of the
“D.S.J."  Shield. Highlights of most successful

carnival were the performances of Fitéhan Peter Condon
(Geelong) who took 14 wickets, includifig the hat-trick, in
one match ; and Shunter Sid Hovey (Geelong) who scored
a brilliant 120.

£ * *

This month, there will be two ‘‘ Country Weeks ”’: Bowls.
5th-10th ; and Tennis, 19th-23rd. This will be the first
““ Week ”’  organized by the V.R.I. for country bowlers.
Rinks already entered are: Bendigo (2); Korumburra.
Benalla, Ballarat, Donald, Shepparton (2) and Wodonga.
Games will be pleyed on the V.R.I.-Albert Park Greens,
near the Albert Pdck railway station.

Indications are that there will be a record number of teams
entering for Country Tennis Week. The ¢ Donald Mack-
intosh > Cup 1s held by Seymour.

* % *

Congratulations to the South Australian Bowlers! In
the first post-war Interstate Railways Bowling Carnival held
last month, the home side was victorious. The win was all
the more gratifying because it was the first Carnival held in
Adelaide ; the others, staged in Melbourne, Sydney and
Brisbane, had been won by the local teams. The Victorians,
who were third, returned with many memories of the splen-
did hospitality accorded them and other State teams.

April 1948

cafeteria car was recently built at the Islington Workshops. Its streamlined
appearance is enhanced by attractive exterior panelling of anodised aluminium alloy.

‘'ng 2,000 men, are located at Islington, four miles

from Adelaide. They cover 105 acres, and incorporate
ferrous and non-ferrous foundries, forge shops, paint mills,
a heat treatment department with electric furnaces, an air-
conditioned toolroom, a metrology centre and a complete
chemical and physical testing laboratory.

Here, rolling stock, locomotives, and general railway
requirements are manufactured. The present construction
programme includes the recently-designed, latest type of
sleeping cars, and main line passenger and -buffet cars.
Existing cars are also being converted to modern-standards.
In addition, streamlined 4-8-2 locomotives, and open stee!
waggons and wooden louvre cars are being produced.

Built in 1890, the Islington Workshops were modernized
in 1926, when an all-steel building was constructed in the
main engineering block—which has a floor area of 600’ x 377",
The block is fitted with modern machines, including a gap
rivetter, a number of presses up to 1,000 tons capacity, bat.
teries of automatic appliances, numerous multiple drills and
automatic lathes, and a variety of heavy machine tools and
equipment.

HAS RAISED £170 FOR HOSPITAL

THE chief railway workshops in South Australia, employ-

“THE Man
with the lamp”
is  Arthur Apps,
popular Head Office
Liftman. This is
the 11th ‘‘light-
house’” he has
built for his favour-
ite charity—the
Children’s Hospi-
tal—raising £170
altogether. He is
a Life Governor of
the Hospital.

635,000 Rail Employees In U.K.

HE British Railways (now vested in the British Trans-
T port Commission) employ a staff of 635,000. In a
normal year they carry 1,200 million passengers and 226
million tons of merchandise (more than half of which is coal).
The track mileage—52,000—would girdle the world twice.
The annual train mileage totals about 373 million. Rolling
stock consists of 20,000 locomotives, 40,000 carriages. and
over one million trucks.
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broken light globes to old engine tenders.

of railway stores.

RECLAMATION DEPOT TURNS JUNK INTO A HEAP—OF MONEY

EXT-DOOR neighbour of the Spotswood General Storehouse: is the Reclamation Depot. .. You
might call it the railway scrap heap, for unwanted materials of every description come here, from
Ferrous and non-ferrous metals, empty containers,
used oil drums, rusty piping, lengths of hose, unserviceable overhead wires, sleepers,,buffers, springs,
bottles, and a host of other bits and pieces find their way to the Reclamation Depot.
looks like useless rubbish to the rest of the world, but to the Reclamation Depot it is a treasure trove
Nothing that can be repaired, or re-conditioned at reasonable cost, for further use
C%) is wasted. Anything not wanted by the Department is sold. There is a lot of money in junk, and the @8@
N

The conglomeration

value of the Depot to the Railways is £100,000 per annum.

A typical activity of the Depot is the reclaiming of 4-gallon
metal drums used as weed-poison containers. The drums
are washed thoroughly and, with holes soldered up, are
made ready for use again. Every day 150 of these are returned
to service. . Not even the washing water is wasted, but Is
stored in tanks, and later used as half-strength weed killer !

Many 44-gallon drums are converted into incinerators
and sent to stations and depots throughout the system.
Some are supplied to.the Education Department for use
at schools.

Nothing looks more forlorn than an old burnt-out one-fire
stove. But from the good parts of three or four old stoves,
one first-rate stove can be built. The Reclamation Depot
looks after that.

Reclaiming non-ferrous metal is one of the Depot’s
main activities ; and, from the furnaces, junk emerges as
brass, copper, gun metal, bearing metal and solder. Three
thousand tons of ‘non-ferrous metals are treated every vear,
the ugly looking bits and pieces of bearing metal being
-converted into shining, silvery ingots.

Ferrous ® metal—steel of onhe sort or another—totals
17,000 tons a year. It arrives continuously in truck loads ;
rusty, jagged and very awkward to handle. A huge magnetic
gantry crane unloads and dumps the metal into 'pens to be
sorted and classified later. Inside the Ferrous Shop, a
heavy shears cuts scrap into handy sizes. Dog spikes,
used on the tracks, are straightened, bolts are cut to"standard

lengths and the threads restored to nuts and bolts. Most
of the non-ferrous metals are classified and sold.
Old locomotive water tanks are a headache. 'They

are too big for sale in their original form, but a team of
oxy-acetylene operators cuts them into trade size strips.
You can always rely on the Reclamation Depot to find the
soul of goodness in apparently worthless things.

A neat and tidy junk depot sounds li a _contradiction
in terms—but the Depot is neat and v Teams of
sorters work in the bins separating t us materials,

salvagmg anything that\ the Department can use again,
and arranging the rest in saleable form. Everything has
its own special place, and nothing is left lying around.
The aim of the Depot is for a quick turnover ; in, sorted,
sold, out!

Magnetic Crane In Action

V.R.I. CHORAL SOCIETY IN PENTRIDGE

OR nearly two hours on a recent Sunday
F afternoon, the V.R.I. Choral Society was
locked inside the grim walls of Pentridge
Gaol, Coburg. With Dr. A. Ehrenfeld (Con-
ductor), 32 members of the Society, together
with Sylvia Biddle (Melba Bequest Scholar),
were there by invitation. It was the first time
any of the choristers had been in the gaol, and
they all agreed that they had seldom performed
before a more appreciative audience. which
comprised some 400 of the inmates.

A specially chosen programme of 10 items was
prepared, ranging from a medley of Stephen Foster
numbers to ‘¢ Carnovale’” (Rossini) and “ Gloria ”’
from Mozart’s ‘“12th Mass.”” The prisoners roared
with laughteér when one item—*‘ You stole my Love ”
—was announced . . . Each song was loudly ap-
plauded, and when one of the prisoners, in moving a
vote of thanks, suggested that the Choir might re-
visit Pentridge, there was no doubt about the recep-
tion it would again receive.

—
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SENIORESIGNALMAN RETIRES

R. H. Lee G8w, the Senior Specidl Class Signalman
1 in the Department, has retired after nearly 47 years’

service. HMe was appointed Signalman 37.years ago
and was in the Special Class for 27 years.

At the time of retirement, Harry was in charge at Flinders
Street ‘B’ He worked No. 1 Signalbox at Spencer Street
Passenger Yard when passenger train service to the country
was at its peak and also when the Flemington Race and Show
train services were conducted from Spencer Street. For-
merly he had been at Dudley Street, when most of the traffic
was worked under the Permissive Bloc.. System. Of quiet
disposition and highly efficient, he will be remembered as
one of the most popular of the ‘‘ old school.”

Uncle Henpeck : ‘‘“ You boys of today want far too much
money. Do you know what I was
getting wheni 1 married your aunt?”

Nephew : ““No, and I’ll bet you didn’t, either.”

Wholly set up and printed in Australia at the Victorian Railways Printing
‘Works, Laurens Street, North Melbourne, for the Publishers, The
Victorian Railways Commissioners.
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INTERESTING

FLASHBACK

How Victoria’s Railways

HE first step towards establishing railways in
T Victoria was taken in 1846, when a body of Gee-

long people met to discuss plans for building a
200-mile line between the Port of Geelong and the
fertile Western District. After a lot of discussion, the
idea was abandoned. However, the meeting showed that
progressive Victorians were turning their eyes to rail-
ways for the development of latent natural resources.

Began—And ‘ Developed

IGHT years later, the first train to run in Aus-
E tralia made its initial journey. The route was

short—a mere two-mile stretch beiween Flinders
Street and Sandridge (now Port Melbourne)—but
from that small beginning grew the Victorian Rail-
ways system of today. The Melbourne and Hobson’s
Bay Railway Company built the line, which was

opened on September 12, 1854.

Victoria’s Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Charles Hotham,
presided at the opening ceremony and the State’s most promi-
nent citizens were given the privilege of first ride. At
exactly 12.20 p.m., Stationmaster William Jones gave the
“all-clear” and, amid the excited cheers of the crowd, the first
train moved off—on time. Victoria’s Railways had been
born.

Meanwhile, a charter had been granted by the Government
to the Geelong and Melbourne Railway Company for build-
ing a line from Geelong to Greenwich (now a part of New-
port). Labour was scarce, for gold had been discovered
and every able-bodied man was away seeking his fortune,
but 100 prisoners were hired to the Company (they were
housed on a penal hulk in Corio Bay) and by October 1856
10 miles of track had been laid. A daily mixed train ser-
vice was run on this line, between Geelong and Duck Ponds
(now Lara).

A few months later the railway reached Greenwich and a
service was begun which provided for three trains daily
between Geelong and Greenwich. After the line had been
in operation for three years, it was purchased by the Govern-
ment of Victoria.

State Ownership Begins

The Hobson’s Bay and the Geelong Companies’ ventures
were completed successfully, but there were many others
that failed to make the grade. The Melbourne, Mount
Alexander and Murray River Railway Company (called the
Met. Alexander Co. for short) was one of the failures. It
had been granted £5,000 expenses by the Government, as
well as 50 acres of land at Batman’s Hill (Spencer Street),
30 acres at Williamstown, and a strip of land 100 yards wide
along the whole length of a proposed line from Melbourne
to Echuca.

This, at the time, was a liberal grant ; but a million pounds
were needed to get the real work done, and the Company’s
directors spent a whole year discussing how they could raise
the money. Finally they began the job. The Acting
Lieutenant-Governor (the Hon. John Foster) turned the
first sod at Williamstown. But progress was slow, funds
were short, and in 1856 the Government bought up such
assets as existed.

Although the project did not have good fortune, it was
important, historically, for it brought about the eatry of the
Victorian Government into the field of railway ownership.
Today the Government owns all railways in the State, with
the exception of one short line from Kerang to Koondrook,
which is owned and operated by the Shire of Kerang.

While this early railway activity was in progress, roads
were being improved and extended. Fresh discoveries of
gold had been made in many parts of Victoria and good
roads were needed to take stores and equipment to the miners.
Gold-hungry immigrants were pouring into Victoria at the
rate of 1,500 each week. Road construction was expensive,
and the freight rates charged by carriers exceedingly high.

The cost of bringing goods to the gold-flelds from Mel-
bourne was dearer than the original price of the articles in
England plus the shipping freight to this country. In 1854
the carriage of goods from Melbourne to Bendigo cost up to
£20 a ton in summer, and £80 a ton in winter. Consumers
in the ©50’s were paying between £2 million and £3 million
per annum to carriers and heavy charges for police protec-
tion against thieves and.bushrangers.

2
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THIS is an old and very rare photograph of
Victorian Railway construction. It was taken
in 1860, and shows work in progress on the Tara-
dale Viaduct on the Melbourne-Bendigo Line.

Even after the fancy prices of the gold-digging days had gone,
the ruling rate for road transport stabilized at 2/— per ton
mile. (Compare this with the present average railway charge
of less than 14d. a ton mile!)

Exorbitant costs for transport drivers’ wages and for road
construction and fodder directed men’s thoughts to the
building of more railways. T'wenty years previously the
first line had been opened in England ; Europe and America
had followed Britain’s lead as a matter of course. Now, in
Victoria, construction was hastened by urgent necessity.
In 1857, Parliamentary authority was given for the Govern-
ment to construct lines to the country. The work of com-
pleting the line between Melbourne and Williamstown was
immediately put in hand and preparations were made for
building lines to Bendigo and to Echuca, and also a line from
Geelong to Ballarat.

The line to Williamstown was finished in 1859. Tt joined
the Geelong Company’s line and opened through traffic from
Melbourne to Geelong. In 1862, Geelong and Ballarat were
linked, and the line was completed between Melbourne and
Bendigo : two years later it was extended to Echuca, pro-
viding an effective centre for Riverina produce.

‘While the Government was concentrating on constructing
these trunk lines, private companies were actively building
suburban lines. A track was laid down from St. Kilda
through Windsor to Brighton. Other lines joined Princes
Bridge to Windsor, Richmond to Hawthorn, North Mel-
bourne to Essendon, and Newmarket to Flemington Race-
course. '

By 1864—a date which marks the end of the early construc-
tion era—275 miles of tracks were open in Victoria. There
was little extension of railways for the next eight years, but by
then more railways were needed to keep pace with Victoria’s
expanding economy. British investors were keen to fake ad-
vantage of ‘‘ gilt-edged ’” securities in colonial railway con-
struction, and the capital became available. A new construc-

tion era began.
(Continued on Page 3, Col. 2)
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PRESENTING THE PAULINE GROUP OF 6 RAILWAYMEN

HEN ““The News Letter” asked
W at  the Transportation  Branch

Staff Office for some details about the
railway career of a man named ‘¢ Pauline,”
back came the unexpected but interesting
question : ‘“ Which one ? After all, there’s
only six of the family in this Branch!”

There are four brothers, all born at Welsh-
pool in Gippsland, and two sons of one, their
aggregate service falling short of 100 vears by
only two.

Here they are : (Top)—Arthur (Ringwood),
and Bob (Flinders Street), who are Electric
Suburban Guards, and Jack (Signalman,
Northcote). (Left)—Dick (Electric Suburban
Guard, Flinders Street), and his twe sons,

Stanley and Raymond, Lad Porters at Richmond
and Moreland, respectively. Incidentally, Ray-
mond is twice the ¢ baby’ of the group : he turns 18
on May 20 and joined the service only seven weeks
ago. Bob was in the R.ALALF. between 1941-45.

A highspot of the Pauline story is the achievement
of Arthur who, in 1935, won the “W.R. Brown’’
Memorial Prize and the ‘“Harold W. Clapp "
Prize for Station Accounts and Management. He
is a qualified Stationmaster.

With six of the Pauline family simul-
taneously on the payrolls, it looks as
though a V.R. family record has been created.
If it can be beaten, the Editor would like to
know.

RAILWAY QUIZ

THESE WILL TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE
EGINNING with this issue, there will be a Railway
Quiz as a regular feature in ‘‘ The News Letter.”
Here is the first of the series which—vou may think—
includes a couple of ‘sitters.” But, take care! Happy
chin-stroking and ceiling-gazing before vou turn to page 11,

foot of column one, for the answers.
(1) The railway track is called the ‘‘ permanent way " —NOT

the ‘‘permanent wave,” ladies—because .. .

(2) You may know the commodity which formed the greatest
tonnage carried on the V.R. system in 1946-47. Even if
you do, to get a pass, you'll have to name first and second
on the list.

(3) On the way home tonight, a fellow-suburban rail traveller
may ask you the maximum permissible speed of a V.R.
electric train. Hope you go up in his estimation by being
able to tell him whether it’s 60, 50, 40 or 35 m.p.h.

(4) When the Melbourne-Sydney railway link was formed at
Albury, you were not on the V.R. payroll ; the chances are you
were not even born. Still. you may know the year. Cheers
for those who know the month and date as welil.

(5) Someone is said to have remarked : ‘‘ There’s an Australian
railway station platform that’s as long as I can remember !"
Can you pick the longest and—hold everything |—give the
length to the exact foot ?

(8) And now : one for bovs, between 9 and 90, who are loco fans :
when was the first ““ S class loco placed in service on our
system ?

CHARGE TO BE MADE FOR

LOST V.RI. BOOKS
CONCERN was expressed last month by the Council

of the Victorian Railways Institute at the increasing
number of Library books being lost by members..

The Council has, therefore, decided that, where it can

be proved that borrowers are responsible for the loss of

books; the following charges will be imposed for replace-

ments : Fiction Section—5/~ per volume : “Technical and

General Section—the actual replacement value of each book.
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Continued from Page 2

Early Days Of Victoria’s Railways

In 1872, the north-eastern line was opened to Seymour,
and by the end of the following year it had reached Wodonga.
(Connexion with the New South Wales Railways at Albury
came nearly 10 vears later, permitting through travel from
Melbourne to Sydney.)

Lines radiating from Ballarat and Bendigo to the west
and north-west were built in 1874. The south-western
district was tapped in 1876 by a line from Geelong to Win-
chelsea, later extended to Colac. The Gippsland railway
from Sale to Melbourne was completed during 1877-79.
Suburban railways to serve the northern metropolitan area
were planned during these vears, too.

In 1878, the Government purchased the systems owned by
the Melbourne and Hobson’s Bay United Railway Company,
which had itself absorbed two other companies. With a few
minor exceptions, this purchase ended the era of private
railways in Victoria.

During the next 16 years the ‘ Octopus Acts”” of 1880
(authorizing 23 new lines) and of 1884 (authorizing 63 new
lines at an estimated cost of £48 million) spread the railway
tentacles across the face of Victoria. Bv 1894, over 3,000
track miles of railways had been opened, rising to 4,435 in
1924, and 4,748 miles today.

Electrification of the Melbourne suburban railways was
authorized in 1912. The First World War interfered with
the scheme, which was not completed until 1923. Further
additions were made in 1930, and the electric suburban
system is now among the largest in the world. It covers
173 route miles (439 track miles) and cost nearly £7 million
to build.

Move than 86 million has been invested in Victoria’s rail-
ways. It has been money well spent, for the part played by
railways in developing this State s incalculable. Today,
despite the coming of newer forms of transport, the railways
still prove themselves indispensable to business and industry,
and provide almost half Victoria’s general revenue.




IT'S HAPPENING IN VICTORIA — No. z

State’s Big £6m. Water Supply Programme

HE State Rivers and Water Supply Commission is now engaged on a con:xp'rehens_ive programme of_ water
conservation and distribution. The scheme, which will cost about £6 million, will bring the benefits of a

regular water supply to a further large section of Victoria.

Nearly one-fourth of the State is already

artificially supplied with water. About 24 million acres are in irrigated districts, and 708,000 acres are actually
supplied with water for irrigation. In addition, the Commission directly controls the supply of water to 127
towns, and indirectly to a further 132. Including its share of Murray water storages, the Commission controls

approximately 2,000,000 acre feet of water.

VICE-REGAL PARTY ENJOYED

DIESEL-CAR TEST RUN
g = . IS Excellency

e the Governor,

Sir Winston
Dugan, and Lady
Dugan were among
the guests who last
month travelled on
the successful test
run of the second
102 h.p. diesel rail-
car, Messrs. M, ].
Canny (Com-
missioner), A. C.
Ahlston (Chief
Mechanical Engin-
eer) and M. A.
Remfry (General
Superintendent of
Transportation)
with Sir Harold
Clapp, former
Chairman of Com-
missioners and now
Director-General  of
Standardiza-
accompanied

Lady and Sir Winston Dugan as
they alighted from the diesel
rail-car. Rail

tion,

This trip, following on Sir Winston’s
whole-day inspection of the Newport Workshops last year,
reflects the life-long interest he has had in all aspects of

Their Excellencies.

railway operation. Both Sir Winston and Sir Harold were
favourably impressed by the appointments and smooth
riding qualities of the new vehicle, and complimented the
Department on its plan to introduce more diesel rail-cars
to improve travelling cenditions on country lines.

Valuable suggestions which were made by Sir Winston
to enhance the interior appearance of the car will be
acted upon.

WHAT TO DO: No. 1
TREATMENT IN CASE OF FAINTING

AINTING may occur from reasons such as bleeding,
fatigue, want of food, being in a crowd, fright, sudden
bad or good news, and other causes. Usually, before it

occurs, the face becomes pale; the pulse rapid and weak;
the breathing quick, sighing and irregular; and the skin cold ;
and clammy. These symptoms may increase until the patient
becomes giddy and falls.

TREATMENT : (Approved by Railways Medical Officer.)

1. Keep the patient on the back with the head and shoulders

level with the body. Raise the feet.

2. Undo all tight clothing around the neck, chest, and waist.

3. Cover well with rugs, blankets, etc.

4. Keep back crowd. Open doors and windows. Make sure

5

6

that there is an abundance of fresh air.

. Smelling salts may be held to the nose, but first test the
strength yourself.

. When the person returns to consciousness, a drink, such as
water, strong hot tea, or sal volatile (3 teaspoon to half a
tumblerful of water) may be given.

IN NO CIRCUMSTANCES IS ALCOHOL TO BE GIVEN
EXCEPT BY DOCT_OR’S INSTRUCTIONS. .

One of the most important projects under the £6 million
scheme is the building of the Rocklands Dam, on the head-
waters of the Glenelg River, about nine miles from Balmoral.
This dam will store 264,000 acre feet of water. By means of
a tunnel under the Dividing Range, water will be diverted
from the dam into a vast domestic and stock supply system,
serving 11,000 square miles of the Wimmera and Mallee
areas.

Another large project is in hand in the Murray Valley
Irrigation district north-central Victoria. This district has
a total area of 869,000 acres and will be supplied with irri-
gation water on a ‘‘ one-in-four ”’ basis (one acre foot for
every four acres of irrigable land). An intensive irrigation
area for soldier settlement is being included in this project.
It will embrace 60,000 acres.

Work has begun on the construction of Cairn Curran
Reservoir—to hold 120,000 acre feet—on the Loddon River,
near Baringhup. )

A commencement has also been made in constructing
administrative buildings and staff quarters for what is known
as the Nambrok-Denison Irrigation Project in Central Gipps-
land. ‘This project will provide a supply of water to some

Glenmaggie Reservoir which is to be enlarged.

44,000 acres of land, and will involve the construction of a
diversion weir on the Thomson River, enlargement of the
Glenmaggie Reservoir, and laying down of many miles of
channels.

Within the last few months, another important irrigation
settlement was commenced at Robinvale on the River Mur-
ray. As a first stage of development, some 2,350 acres of
land are being made available to ex-servicemen for growing
grapes and citrus fruits.

Approval has been given for the State Rivers and Water
Supply Commission to duplicate the Waranga Inlet Channel,
and also to construct a reservoir of 60,000 acre feet on the
Tullaroop Creek, a tributary of the Loddon. These works
will cost approximately £4 million.

In addition to works in progress, or for which approval has
been granted, the Commission has many other projects in
mind. The most important of these envisages enlargement
of the Eildon Weir to nearly eight times its present size. This
would invelve about £10 million. It would mean building a
bank containing 11 million cubic yards of earth, making it one
of the largest earth dams ever constructed, and the greatest
single engineering undertaking carried out in Australia.

Negotiations are proceeding between the Commonwealth
and the States of New South Wales, Victoria, and South
Australia for increasing the capacity of the Hume Reservoir
from 1,250,000 acre feet to 2,000,000 acre feet.

The Victorian Railways News Letter




FURNELL’S FLAIR FOR FISHING

F a man is Secretary of an angling club for 30 years; if, weather permitting,
I he goes bay-fishing most nights and Saturday afternoons; if he spends his

annual leave at such places as Marlo and Bemm River ... then it is
reasonable to assume that fishing has ‘‘got him.” And Mr. Jim Furnell
(Transportation Staff Office) makes no attempt to disguise his complete
subjection to the sport. In any case, there is a pile of evidence : a sleek motor
boat ; a bulging album with a minimum of one fish (and a person) in each photo ;
and books, periodicals and general literature on the ‘‘ greatest of all sporting
pastimes.”

It is 30 years since Jim first became Secretary of the Prahran Angling Club from which,
in 1938, the Elwood Club was developed until today it has the finest and best-equipped
angling club rooms in Australia. Club Life-Membership conferred on Jim testifies to the
part he has played. Naturally, fishing is the main object of the 200 members, but they
also do invaluable research work on behalf of the Council for Scientific and Industrial
Research. Training in bay rescue work—there are records of many spectacular saves—

is another important activity.

*“ Hospital Fish Sunday”

Helps

Public Hospitals around Melbourne have good reason to be thankful to the Elwood
About 10 years ago the annual
More recently, several other suburban clubs have co-operated,
Since the

commenced, over 3,000 Ib. of fish have been gratefully acknowledged.

Angling Club—and to Jim Furnell.
Sunday ” was started.
the whole of the day’s catch being sent to the Hospitals.

Of some importance is Jim’s biggest catch in the bay.

For the sceptical (and aren’t
we all ?), it is a well-authenticated, officially-weighed 194 Ib. snapper (not schnapper).
The handsome rod that caught it is only one of many, all skilfully made by Jim himself.

““ Hospital Fishing

““Sunday '  was

V.R. “Trammies’’ Fine Work For
Orthopaedic Patients

BELOW ARE members of the Elwood Tramway
Hospital Club, a group formed by Motorman Jack
Sheridan to assist children at the Orthopaedic Hospi-
tal, Frankston. Membership has grown from 12 to 58
in the last eight years, and the Club has paid £250 to
the Children’s Parents’ Association, as well as spend-
ing more than £100 on fruit, chocolates and ice cream
for the kiddies ‘on regular visits.

Don’t Miss Qur “ Best Seller ”’

MAKE sure you get your copy of the new red and
blue leaflet: ‘‘Choose A Railway Career—and
Security.” When this issue went to press, distribu-
tion of 25,000 copies throughout the Department
was in progress. The leaflet sets out some of the
factors contributing to the present acute staff shortage ;
the need for recruiting new employees; their prospects
in the service; and the grades in which there are vacan-
cies urgently waiting to be filled.

DON’T overlook reading and acting upon the re-
quest in the last paragraph of the leaflet: ‘° Please
make a point of giving this leaflet to a suitable youth
or young man and suggest that he apply . . . .7

POSTERS drawing attention to the bonuses to
railwaymen introducing new employees are also being
circulated. They will be displayed at workshops,
loco depots, goods sheds and other locations through-
out the Department.

THE wholehearted co-operation of every member
of the service is sought to bring the staff position back
to normal. Will YOU help by becoming an active
recruiter of new employees ?

Two Private Sidings Are Now More Economically Worked Through This Idea

MONGST the suggestions adopted by the Com-
missioners is one that has led to the more economical
working of adjoining private sidings operated by two

different companies at Kensington. Because of the lay-
out of the yard and the distances involved, it was necessary
to use a pilot engine to clear empty trucks from one private
siding, or place them at the other.

The Betterment and Suggestions Board received a
suggestion that a cross-over be provided. This has been
done, thus permitting hand- or horse-shunting, instead of
by pilot engine. As a result, there have been valuable savings
in engine and truck mileage, shunting has beén minimized
and inactive time of trucks has been reduced—an im-
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provement of much importance when every vehicle is ur-
gently needed for traffic.

This is only one example of the avenues open to alert V.R.
men for suggestions to improve railway service. Send
YOUR suggestions to the Chairman, Betterment and
Suggestions Board, Room 98, Head Office, Spencer Street,
Melbourne, C.1. Attractive awards, according to the value
of the ideas, are paid for adopted suggestions.

““ Do you really believe, doctor, that your medicines
keep anybody alive,” asked the sceptical patient.

““Alive ? ”’, echoed the doctor. ¢ Certainly. My
prescriptions have kept three chemists and their families
alive in this town for 25 years.”



f

Nerve centre of the Victorian Railways network is the Administrative Offices at Se
of Head Office activities would occupy considerable space and this series of picturess
where the typing and duplication of all special time-tables, rosters, and docking e«
telegraph message to Echuca. .About 5,000 messages a day are sent out by morse
receiving calls at the Telephone Exchange. In the bottom row appear Powers %
the Transportation Despatch Room getting time-tables, posters, rosters and correspn

The Victorian Railicays News Letter



-~

Sencer Street — known to every railwayman as ‘‘Head Office.”” Even a brief list
smerely touches on some of them. The top row shows, first, the Duplicating Bureau
sleets are carried out. In the centre picture E. O’Connor is snapped sending a

rom the Telegraph Office. The third shows Edna Jacobs and Irene Cummings
Hachinist Ivy Ford, Caretaker Bert Tullett swinging open the massive centre doors,
pondence away to stations, and finally the architectural beauty of the centre staircase.
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FACTS

ABOUT BRITAIN'S ELECTRIFIED SOUTHERN

RAILWAY

paper on ‘‘ Electric Traction on the Southern Railway, England,” read before the Institution of Electrical

Engineers (England) by Mr. C. M. Cock, will be of interest to many railwaymen here.
Mr. Cock commenced his career as an Apprentice Fitter and Turner at
Later he went to England where he became Chief Electrical Engineer of the Southern
On January 1 last, he was appointed Chief Electrical Engineer to the British Railway Executive, which

the March ‘‘ News Letter,”
Newport Workshops.
Railways.

As mentioned in

was formed upon the nationalization of the British railways.

The paper gives a comprehensive description of the com-
plete scheme of electrification of the Southern Railway,
which is one of the most important of its kind in the world.
It comprises suburban lines in and around London, and
extends for considerable distances to various parts of the
south coast.

Growth of the electrified system is indicated by the follow-
ing figures:

Total miles in use at year end

Year Single track

Route ' and sidings

Miles Chains |  Miles Chains

1898 1 46 1 3 52
1916 | 74 34 242 13

1946 } 709 23 1,769 46

In 1938, the single track miles electrified totalled 1,556 ;
passenger journeys, 288,698,317 ; and electric coach miles,
217,344,017, the latter being the equivalent of 139,000 elec-
tric coach miles per mile of track, which is high considering
the fact that the Southern Railway electrification includes
a large proportion of main line. On the Victorian Railways
electrified system, the car mileage per mile of track is 114,000.

From 1932 to 1938, electrification was extended over 314
route miles of outer-suburban lines and main lines to the
south coast. In dealing with possible further developments,
Mr. Cock said that, on a system where so much had been
done, opportunities for increased traffic and revenue by

WE'D LIKE A WORD FROM YOU
—OR PHOTOGRAPHS, PLEASE!

THERE are about 26,000 railway men and women
in the Department and many of them are very
interesting people. They shine in sport, grow giant
dahlias, breed prize canaries, build model railways,
or excel in other ways of interest to many railway folk.
If you are one of these gifted people don’t be shy—
write and let the Editor know about your success.
If you work with one of them, pass on the ‘‘ news tip.”

‘“ The News Letter > will be glad to receive any other
contributions that you think will be of interest to your
fellow- employees, in other words, it asks for your
help to maintain a bright and topical state-wide
cover of railway news.

electrification were diminishing. Justification for electrifica-
tion must rest on the margin of saving on operating expenses
of electric services as compared with similar services under
steam traction.

Approval, in principle, has been given to the elimination of
steam locomotives on the Eastern and Central Sections, and
plans have been announced for the immediate electrification
of 284 route miles, equal to approximately 610 single track
miles, including a small proportion of sidings. It 1s intended
to increase the frequency of trains where necessary and im-
prove the running schedules.

New suburban equipment will be capable of an accelera-
tion of 1.5 miles per hour per second (compared with about
1.3 miles on the Victorian electric system), and express
multiple-unit trains and electric locomotives will be built
for maximum speeds of 90 m.p.h.

Diesel-electric traction will be introduced on branch lines
where traffic density does not justify electrification, provided

8

From The Commissioners:

SWITCH IT OFF !

HE serious coal
shortage de-
mands the strict-

est economy in the use
of electric light, power

YOU HAVE

and gas.

Switch the power
and light off, when not
required.

KEEP THEM SAFE

AVOID WASTE.

that electric traction is not necessary because of through
passenger connexions with the main lines. Fifteen diesel-
electric shunting locomotives and three main line diesel-
electric units are already under construction—the latter are
each 1,600 b.h.p.—for trial purposes.

Much thought has been given to the form of motive power
for goods working, especially in sidings. The proportion
of sidings in relation to main lines is high—=889 miles of
electrical track equipment would be necessary if the whole
of the sidings and yards of the Eastern and Central Sections
were electrified, whereas the single-track mileage on the
running lines in this area is 1,081.

Electric Goods Line Working

A conductor rail is an obstruction to staff in sidings and
marshalling yards. Overhead equipment tends to obstruct
the working of cranes in goods yards, and there are many
physical difficulties with clearance for the supporting struc-
tures for overhead equipment between the tracks of large,
congested yards. The cost of electrical track equipment is
high and, comparatively, the ton-miles moved per mile ¢f
track with goods traffic is low, particularly at wayside
stations.

Taking all these factors into account, Mr. Cock said,
electrical operation of sidings and yards is costly and restric-
tive. A cheaper and more mobile alternative may take the
form of an electric locomotive (to work as such over the
electrified lines), fitted with auxiliary diesel power for shunt-
ing movement over non-electrified lines.

An absent-minded English bishop could not produce
his ticket for the rail ticket checker. ‘¢ Never mind, my
lord,” said the checker, ‘‘it’s all right, anyway, whether
you find it or not.” ¢ Oh no, it isn’t,” replied the
bishop, turning out his pockets, ‘“I must find that
ticket. I want to know where I’'m going!”’

* * *

A young lawyer, pleading his first case, had been
retained by a farmer to prosecute a company for the
loss of 24 hogs. He wanted to impress the jury with
the magnitude of the injury. ¢ Twenty-four hogs,
gentlemen. Twenty-four; twice the number there
are in the jury box.”

The Victorian Railways News Letter
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ROM the other side of the morning newspaper, and mingling with the coffee-steam, the odour of burnt
F toast, and the clamour of the radio, the little woman’s voice prattles on unceasingly . . . “and I couldn’t
get any tinned fruit. As for white sugar, when I asked for that he simply laughed at me.  White sugar,’

he said, ‘ Madam, I couldn’t even get brown sugar for my own tea last night, and I'm supposed to be selling the
stuff” He didn’t have any candles or jelly crystals either, dear, but he might have a bottle of beer next Tuesday

fortnight.”

The man behind the paper shows a momentary flash of interest, then goes on gloomily reading the news.
The shortage of timber is holding up housing, it seems, and there’s very little cement, glass, tiles, baths or
paint available either. Cotton goods are disappearing, too, and white shirts are right off the market. Gas has

risen 5d., and eggs are up 3d.

Draining his coffee and cramming the last square of toast
into his mouth, the breadwinner gets up from the table,
finds his hat and bag, absent-mindedly kisses his wife
goodbye. The squeaky board in the hall reminds him that
he must try to buy some nails at lunch time. There were
none in stock at the last five attempts. Trying to buy things
is certainly a headache.

A headache ! Suppose you were spending up to £5 mil-
lion a year on goods and materials. Or you had to provide
350,000 snacks and meals a month to hungry travellers.
Those are the railway headaches : the real and ever-present
worries behind the railway shopping bill. And if you have
some hazy idea that buying in bulk is easier than buying in
small quantities, forget it! It is no simpler. Often it is
harder. Button-hole a Stores Branch buyer or a Refresh-
ment Services provedore some time and ask him about it—
and don’t say you weren’t warned.

But despite shortages, rationing and high prices, the rail-
way purchasing officers somehow manage to secure enough
of everything to keep the wheels turning.

Probably the strangest acquisitien was that of 12 canaries
for gas detection duties at the State Coal Mine. The most
important purchase was coal. ‘‘ Once upon a time,” says
the Comptroller of Stores with a wistful look in his eye, ‘‘ we
had so much coal on hand that we had to sell it. Yes, sell
it! We insisted that all coal supplied should be of the
highest quality.

‘“ Today we've got to take whatever is allocated to us by
the Victorian Coal Committee. And our only standards
of quality are, Isit black ?’ and ¢ Will it burn?’ To run
a normal train service we must have about 700,000 tons of
coal each year. Last year we were supplied with only
463,000 tons.”

To make up for the coal shortage in some way, the
Department has converted 80 locomotives to oil burning.
Obtaining the oil supplies is a Stores Branch responsibility.
Oil, after coal, is the largest bulk purchase these days with
12,000 tons bought every two months. Most of the olil
comes from the Persian Gulf Port of Abadan, and to work
out its price, a formula is involved that might easily puzzle
Einstein.

The oil is bought on the basis of an American Gulf Port's
price for American gallons (which are only 5/6ths that of an
Australian gallon), calculated at the date of export in Aus-
tralian money per Australian ton and paid to the Melbourne
office of an English company! To complicate the matter
even further, the oil is a mixture of two different grades in a

36—64 ratio. The officer responsible for checking the accounts
never smiles.
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But for all its complicated accounting, oil is one of the
few commodities which can be readily obtained—provided
ships are available. Seventy per cent. of our other needs
are in short supply. For ‘‘bread and butter” items alone, 2,000
different types of hard-to-get items are needed. They include
tools, hardware, stationery, paper, bolts, nuts, rivets, timber,
cement, paint, cloth, cotton and a host of other articles which
are as rare as they are vital. Among the more substantial
purchases made by the Stores Branch recently are the new
diesel rail-cars now in operation. Tenders have been
called for 50 ““N” class locomotives and 500 ““GY”
trucks, too.

Some goods are bought on oral quotations, others by the
Timber Reviewer who negotiates direct with vendors.
About 90% of all items purchased are made in Australia.

It would be difficult to name any general commodity not
bought by the Stores Branch for the railways. There are
14,000 different kinds of items on the shelves at the Spots-
wood General Storehouse alone. In fact the Stores Branch
can supply anything from the proverbial needle to an anchor
(for boats on Lake Catani).

Looking after the inner man is a job for the Refreshment
Services Branch. And the inner man takes a lot of appeas-
ing. Ina year he consumes as much as 10,000 cases of apples,
3,000 cases of grapes, 20,000 cases of oranges, 40,000 1b. of
turkey, 63,000 dozen eggs, more than a million pounds weight
in bread, 25,000 bread rolls, 86,000 gallons of milk, tons of
vegetables, thousands of bottles of sauce and pickles, tens of
thousands of pies, and many more items of food and drink.

Some idea of the traveller's appetite can be gauged from
the food and drink consumed on an average return trip of
*“ Spirit of Progress” between Melbourne and Albury.
The bill of fare covers 129 Ib. of cooked meats, 45 Ib. turkey,
24 1b. ham and bacon, 60 portions of fish, 120 lb. vegetables,
350 serves of sweets, 320 pieces of fruit, 25 large loaves of
bread, 30 dozen eggs, 18 Ib. sugar, 5 Ib. coffee, as well as
gallons of soup, pounds of biscuits, cake, jam, oatmeal, butter, -
sauce, salt, pepper, and quarts of ice cream. Railwaymen
who help thetr wives with the shopping will feel a deep bond
of sympathy with the Refreshment Services buyers. -

The buying responsibilities of the Refreshment Services
Branch do not stop at foodstuffs. Crockery (hard to get
and easy to break), glasses, cutlery, furniture, linen for sleep-
ing cars, skis for Mt. Buffalo Chalet, coppers, stoves, and 2
thousand general bits and pieces which go with good house-
keeping must be procured. An egg-grader for the Depart-
ment’s Poultry Farm, and swim suits for hiring sut at Mrt.
Buffalo are amongst the strangest purchases.



FOLLOWING the resignation of Mr. R. E. B. Lee
to take up the post of Comptroller of Accounts and
Audit, Western Australian Railways, Mr. J. F. Timms
(left) has been appointed Auditor of Revenue. Mr.
W. J. Dandie (centre) succeeds him as Chief Book-
keeper, and Mr. V. E. J. Terrell (right) becomes Special
Officer to the Comptroller of Accounts.

ACCIDENT PREVENTION COURSE PLANS

OR the first time in Australia a course is to be conducted
in Industrial Safety and Accident Prevention. The
syllabus has been planned by representatives of various

Victorian State departments (including the Railways),
National Safety Council, Chamber of Manufactures and
other interested bodies. Twenty weekly lectures are to be
given at the Melbourne Technical College, beginning May 28.

They will cover a wide variety of subjects. Typical sub-~
jects are Fact Finding in Relation to Accidents, Personnel
Problems in Preventing Accidents, Safety Equipment, and
Industrial Hygiene.

Should this initial course prove successful, further classes
may be held. Full details can be obtained from the Chair-
man, Railways Safety Council, Room 98, Railways Adminis-
trative Offices, Spencer Street, Melbourne, C.1.

OUR FRONT COVER

B OILERMAKER-WELDER Bernie Boxshall

and Fitter Dick Lanyan figure in this
unusual photographic study. They are
removing steam pipes and cutting out smoke
(%1 X 23

undergoing overhaul at Newport Workshops.

box rivets from an Class locomotive

Table Tennis Begins This Month

FFICIALS of the V.R.I. Table Tennis Association
expect the season opening early this month to be one
of the most successful yet. Indications are that there

will be additional teams competing for the “L. ].
Williamson’ Trophy and the “D.S.J.” Cup. Last year
there were teams from the Melbourne Goods, Melbourne
Yard, Accountancy Branch, Electrical Engineering Branch,
V.R.I. Head Office, together with a ‘‘ Metropolitan” team.

In addition to inter-club matches within the Association,
representative teams will take part in pennant matches

conducted by the Victorian Table Tennis Association.

Honorary Secretary Bill Colwell, of the Electrical Engineer-
ing Branch Accounting Office, Room 39, Flinders Street
Station Building (Auto. 1233), will gladly give information
to intending members.

Jones (at side-show) : “ Mister; I've a wife and 15
children. Can’t you let us look at the monkey for half-
price ? 7

Showman : ‘¢ Fifteen children! Wait, I'll bring the
monkey out to look at you!” .

10

St. John Honours For Two
V.R.“Men And Doctors

NCLUDED amongst the 33 members of the Order
I of St. John of Jerusalem who received insignias

from the Governor (Sir Winston Dugan) at a recent
investiture at Government House were two V.R. men :
Messrs. W. J. Blackburn (Ambulance Officer) and
T. Paton (Fitter's Assistant, North Melbourne Loco:
Depot). They were made Serving Brothers of the
Order. Similarly honoured, in recognition of their
services to the St. John organization, were Dr. W. Sloss
and Dr. E. Shiel, who are widely known in railway
ambulance circles.

Mr. Blackburn’s association with the Department’s ambu-
lance organization is too well known to need elaboration.
Over the years much of his leisure time has been devoted to
First Aid work outside the Depart-
ment. He is the Department’s
representative on the Council of
St. John Ambulance Association,
* and is a Councillor of the Victorian
Civil Ambulance Association.

For 17 years Mr. Paton has
actively identified himself with the
First Aid movement. A gold medal-
list, he has also been the State
Senior Individual Champion. He
acts as Ambulance Attendant at
the North Melbourne L.oco Depot,
and is also Superintendent of the
Railway Division of St. John
Ambulance.

Mr. Paton has been for many
years the Honorary First Aid In-
structor to the Police Department. Every Saturday night
during the same period he has attended as a voluntary assist-
ant in the Casualty Room at the Alfred Hospital, Melbourne.

Apart from much activity on behalf of St. John Ambulance
generally, Dr. Sloss and Dr. Shiel have both rendered out-
standing service at Departmental ambulance competitions.
Thirty years ago, Dr. Sloss, who practices at Ballarat, began
adjudicating and has never since missed one competition.
Also of Ballarat, Dr. Shiel has been regularly adjudicating
over the past 10 years.

DIGGERS’ GREAT FRIEND RETIRES

WENTY-NINE years ago, Ron Wishart (Clerk,
Stores Branch) played a leading part in forming
the Railways Sub-Section of the Returned

Soldiers’ League. His work on that occasion led to
his unanimous appointment as Honorary Secretary,
and it is a striking tribute to him that each year since
then he has been re-elected unopposed.

Last month ill-health forced his premature retirement
from the Department and from active participation in the
Sub-Section’s affairs. This news will be received with deep
regret throughout the Department, especially amongst
returned servicemen and their families on whose behalf he
worked so unselfishly and untiringly. It is hoped that rest
and freedom from the cares of office will quickly restore his
health.

A returned soldier from the First World War, Ron carried
into ““civvy 7 life the highest ideals of service . . . of never
letting up in helping his mates, particularly those having a
‘ hard trot’ at home.

His long record in handling, inside and outside the Depart-
ment, all manner of human problems affecting the welfare
of returned servicemen and their dependants has won for him
an enduring place in the memory of those he served so well.

Ron joined the Department 40 years ago, beginning in the
Rolling Stock Branch and transferring, in 1920, to the Stores
Branch where he was in the Staff Office for 25 years.

The Victorian Railways News Leiter



COUNTRY V.R.I. BOWLERS HAVE GREAT “WEEK” IN MELBOURNE

PRESENTING the Country V.R.I. Bowling Champions of 1948—Ballarat: (From left),

W. Brady, O. Hauser, A. McKay and A. Polson . .

. and the runners-up, Wodonga :

(Erom left), R. Murphy, J. Finney, A. Prentice and R. Quail.

IN weather and rink conditions enthusiastically described as
“ Golden—the answer to a bowler’s dream,” ‘‘ Country Bowls
Week " was conducted on the V.R.I.-Albert Park Green between
April 5-9. First of its kind ever organized by the Institute, the
“Week’ was voted by players and officials as a great success
from playing and social viewpoints.

Fifty-seven railwaymen-bowlers, representing many dif-
ferent grades and of varying ages, took part in the matches :
they were from Ararat, Ballarat, Benalla, Bendigo 1 and 2,
Donald, Ouyen, Seymour 1 and 2, Shepparton, Wangaratta
and Wodonga.

J. Sloane (Seymour), 25 d. J. Smart (Train Ex-
aminef, Wangaratta), 18.

Pairs : W. Brady (B’maker’s Help) and A. Polson
(B’maker), Ballarat, 16 d. H. Forster (Goods
Checker) and Trevor Jenkins (Fireman), Ben-
digo, I1.

O. Hauser (Fitter), A. McKay (B.maker), A. Pol-
son and W. Brady—Ballarat, Finney,
A. Prentice (Guard), R. Murphy (Chargeman)
and R. Quail (Clerk)—Wodonga.

Singles :

Rinks ¢

TOURIST SERVICE APPRECIATED

$¢ thank you and your staff for their co-operation

I and courtesy to the travelling public in connexion

with our daily service to the districts we serve, as

well as those handling our day tours over the Marysville-
Acheron Way route.

‘“ On the resumption of our day tour, known as the
Acheron Way route, we were operating an ll-passenger
coach. Largely due to your staff’s courtesy, attention to
the public and co-operation with this firm, it has been
necessary to operate five coaches with larger seating
capacity solely on this tour. This could never have been
achieved had it not been for the efficiency and courtesy
shown by your staff to those desiring to travel.”

Mr.L.R. Mcl\'enzte of McKenzie's Marysville Transport
Servzce writing to the 1Wa1zager, Victorian Government Tourist
Bureau.

Death of Mr. George Lorimer
LTHOUGH he retired 26 years ago after 38 years’
railway service, there will be many past and present
V.R. men who will remember and regret to learn of
the recent death of Mr. George Lorimer, a former Superin-
tendent of Locomotive Running.

For several years before joining the Department he was a
Marine Engineer. He began in the service as a Westing-
house Brake expert, and was placed in charge of the tests
that led to the Department adopting the Westinghouse Brake.
For five years he was President of the V.R.I.

HERE ARE ANSWERS TO RAILWAY Q@UIZ

(1) Railway contractors wished to distinguish between the
real or permanent railway and the ‘temporary ways’ laid
down for the movement of their waggons when making cuttings
and embankments. (2) Wheat, 1,061,855 tons; firewood,
briquettes and pulpwood, 936,632 tons. (3) 40 m.p.h. (4) June
14, 1883. (5) No. 1 Platform, Flinders Street; 2,097 feet.
(6) March 14, 1928.

May 1948

V.R. Man Gets Arbitration Court Position

ROM a large number of
F applicants, Mr. Edward

O’Brien, of the Secret-
ary’s Branch, has been ap-
pointed Deputy Industrial Re-
gistrar of the Federal Arbitra-
tion Court. The chief attribute
required was a wide, practical
knowledge of industrial matters
concerning wages and condi-
tions, and of the voluminous
Arbitration Acts.

In the case of Mr. O’Brien,
that requirement is amply met.
In addition to assisting in the
preparation of many Departmental
i ‘ briefs * for presentation to the

Mr. O’Brien court, he has appeared as an

Advocate before the Arbitration

Court, as well as before Boards of Reference and
the Railways Classification Board.

Aged 47, Mr. O’Brien has had 29 vears’ close and valuable
association with staff work. Three years as a Junior Clerk
in the fcrmer Signals and Telegraphs Branch preceded his
transfer to the Electrical Iingineering Branch. He was then
assigned to assisting the Staff Clerk with three of whom—
successively Messrs. A. J. Letham, J. A. Baird and N. Quail—
he was later associated in the Secretary’s Branch, which he
joined in 1935.

Mr. O’Brien has left the V.R. with the congratulations and
best wishes of a wide circle of friends.

RAILWAY FOOTBALL OPENS MAY 18

PRIL 21 was F-Day—it was the occasion of the annual
A meeting of the V.R.I. Football Asscciation. When

this issue went tc press, Mr. R. ]J. Bowman (Hon.
Secretary) was busy completing details for the opening of the
season on May 18.  ““ This should be one of our really good
vears,” he said. ‘“ The fact that the first post-war Inter-
state Railways Football Carnival will be held in Melbourne
between August 27-September 4 should quicken interest
among players.

““ Apart from the honcur of representing their State,
there will be the incentive to see that Victoria retains the
“Glick’  trophy, which we won just prior to the Second
World War.”

In addition to Victoria, there will be teams from New South
Wales, South Australia and Tasmania. Unfortunately, the
Western Australians could not accept the invitation, and
in Queensland there is no Australian rules football team in
the Railway Department.

e



Accountancy Ex-Servicemen’s Annual ““Get-Together”’

FROM WORKSHOP’S TOOLROOM
TO MUSEUM CURATORSHIP

HEN the Brisbane Univer-
W sity authorities recently

decided to establish a
Geological Museum, they did
not need to call for applications.
They wrote direct to ‘‘ Tool-
maker Frederick S. Colliver.
c/o Newport Workshops, Vic-
toria,” hoping ‘“he would
accept appointment as Curator.”
He did, and on the eve of his
departure last month ““ The
News Letter” had a most
revealing chat with this 39-year-
old geological expert.

Mr. (,olllver is a Palacontelogist ; that is to say, he is a
student of the ancient life of the earth. The remotest parts
of the Commonwealth have found him searching for fossils.
He possesses probably Australia’s largest private museum
of 20,000 specimens, ranging from microscopic cells to a
whale’s rib, six feet in length. In moving to Queensland,
one of his big problems was packing and transporting this
amazing museum—and his private library of over 2,000
books on natural history.

He has been Secretary of the Victorian Field Naturalists’
Club of Victoria for 17 years, with one term as President.
As the Club’s Delegate, he has attended Conventions of
the Australian and New Zealand Association for the Advance-
ment of Science at Auckland and Adeclaide. Assistant
L.ibrarian of the Royval Society, Mr. Colliver is also a
Member of the Councils of the Anthropological and Micro-
scopical Societies of Victoria. He has lectured extensively
on many sclentific subjects.

Farewelled in the Toolroom at the Workshops, Mr.
Colliver was presented by Foreman Jack Williams with a
Biro pen and, for his wife, a complete book of the ballet.

Trackman For 31 Years

case on the rack, spreads his travelling rug over his

knees and settles back comfortably, his thoughts will
turn naturally to his old workmates at Horsham —for it was
they who presented him with the case and rug on the eve of
his retirement. Harry was a trackman for 31 vears.
Nayook at first, and then came transfers to
Orbost, Dorogq, Diapur, Mordialloc and Leongatha. A term
as Ganger at Berrybank followed, and finally a move to Hotr-
sham. In his youth Harry was a keen and nippy boxer. All
through his life he has taken an interest in municipal affairs ;
latterly he bas been an ardent worker for the Horsham
Base Hospital. His son, Captain W. Coster, won an M.C. in
the Second World War.

WHEN Harry Coster goes on holidays, puts his suit-

12

TIE Accountiney Branch  ex-
Servicemen's Association held its annual
- get-together ” and dinner at the Victoria
Coffee Palace last month. One-hundred-
and-forty soldiers, sailors and airmen of
two world wars forsock their rate cards,
ledgers and fare-tables to enjov a fine dinner
and @ bright, entertaining programme.
There was o full muster of ex-servicemen
from all the metropolitan offices and Gee-
long Acccunting Office. A highlight of
the evening was the presentation of a pen
and pencil set to indefatigable Secretary
Doug Muir.  This picture shows the
President, Les Scott, and the members of
his committee discussing last~-minute plans
for the evening. Left to right : Bill Hart,
Ted  Watson, Joe Donald, Bob
O’Loughlin, Les Scott, and Doug Muir.

Well Liked By All

< very good workmate who was alwavs ready to do a
good turn. He took a live intercst in any work
of a charitable nature in the town.”  Such is the

descriptien, by a Woodend correspondent,
of Driver A. A. Sime, who retired last
month. March 1, 1907, saw Supernumerary
Ingine Cleancr Sime added to the roll of
emplovees of the Department. Three vears
later he was appointed to the permanent
staff and transferred from Port Melbourne
to North Melbourne f.oco Depot. Then
came a shift to Woodend, where he remained
until his retirement, highly respected and
well liked by all.

Mr. Sime ;
Jack Dyer Admirer

TROM all vour mates at Wangaratta, and from ““ The
News Letter ”: Goodbye ““ Bonner.” Yes, Works
Ganger F. J. O’Donnell has retired after 36 years’

service : right on the eve of the football season with Rich-
mond confident of winning the pennant. ‘A fanatical
Richmond fan,” is how his best friends describe him. In
his vounger days, ‘“ Bonner ™ was an enthusiastic volunteer
fireman, and a prominent member of the Tallangatta Brigade
for 26 vears. Since his transfer to Wangaratta, the local
Railways Cricket Club and his garden have been his main
interests., His son, Frank, was a Repairer for some years,
but is now Mine Host of the Tintaldra Hetel.

Knew His Dog-Spikes

AS Repairer Joc Colleott, of
Camperdown, set a record ?
('That’s his photo smiling at

yvou, by the way.) He spent 33
consecutive vears at Camperdown
out of his 35 vears as a railwayman !
He can find his way around No. 22
Length blindfolded, and it is sad
that he knows the character of every
sleeper and dog-spike. His son fol-
lowed in his footsteps, and is now
a Ganger on the Murtea Section.
Joe has reached the statutory 65, and
joins the ranks of retired raillwaymen.
His garden will benefit greatly.

Mr. Collcott

Wholly set up and printed in Australia at the Victorian Railways Printing
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TA RG ET Fo R A Stirring Message To

TODAY'!

Railway Truck Users

“ ATIONAL Progress Demands Prompt Turn-round of Railway

Trucks!”

That is one of the many striking passages in a folder—

“Target for Today!”"—copies of which were issued by the Commis-
sioners last month for State-wide distribution to industrialists, farmers

and other users of rail trucks.

The Commissioners earnestly urge that

members of the operating staff, in addition to playing their part in the
day-to-day expediting of trucks, should co-operate fully with patrons who
demonstrate their willingness to act on the lines suggested in this folder,

of which the following is the text:

Remember this ? . . . ‘“ Heavy bombers were out in force
against rail centres and rolling stock . . . Of course you do.
That report . . . almost word for word . . . appeared in your
daily paper nearly every day during the war.

Military strategists knew that destruction or DELLAY of
the enemy’s rolling stock meant chaotic dislocation of vital
supply systems.

In other words, a shortage of railway trucks lessens indus-
trial output. It is no use having the goods unless they can
be transported quickly to meet immediate requirements.

A sound transport system is equally important in peace-
time . . . particularly when a nation is faced with an era of
vast industrial expansion ... both in its primary and
secondary industries.

VICTORIA NEEDS EVERY SINGLE TRUCK

The present demand for railway trucks in Victoria has
reached unprecedented proportions. The man on the land
is calling for more and yet more trucks. Metropolitan
industrialists are making ever-increasing demands on rail-
way transport.

Your Victorian Railways have built {and are building)
hundreds of new trucks. But still the machinery of dis-
tribution is over-loaded. And it will remain so until every
available truck is put to its maximum use.

Throughout this State, hundreds of railway trucks
stand idle at sidings for hour upon hour simply be-
cause they have not been loaded or unloaded promptly.
That is wastage. In war-time it would almost be
sabotage.

Introduction of the 40-hour week meant that Saturday
loading and unloading were seriously reduced. This was
equivalent to a marked reduction in the number of trucks
available for service and has accentuated our difficulty in
meeting orders. )

You, as a truck user, have the remedy in your own hands :

We ask you to do your very best not to allow trucks to remain
idle on Saturdays or any other day.

In fact:

Unless there is a substantial increase in the rate of
loading and unloading of railway trucks . .. especially
on Saturdays, even if it involves payment of penalty
rates . . . insufficient transport, with consequent dis-
ruption of production, is inevitable.

Our national economy demands that YOU do your part !

If a grave situation is to be averted, it is imperative that.
all railway trucks received by you be released promptly,
AND THAT INCLUDES SATURDAYS! ’

NOW IT IS UP TO YOU'!

If you manage a large industry, consult your Transport
Officer regularly about the prompt releasing of your trucks.

If you conduct a small firm, make railway truck clearance
the special responsibility of a competent executive,

But, no matter how many trucks you use, unload them
quickly. Give special attention to Saturday unloading.
Expedite loading so that trucks can be cleared by the next
train.

Let your target for today, and every day, be a special effort
to keep those trucks rolling . . .

IF TRUCKS WERE LOADED WITH
GOLD, YOU WOULD UNLOAD
THEM INSTANTLY.

BUT REMEMBER! TO-DAY’S PRO-
DUCE IS TO-MORROW’S GOLD.
EXPEDITE IT ACCORDINGLY !

Laurens Street Men Have

EADED by an energetic Committee, with the popular
H and hard-working Jack McDonald as Secretary, the

newly-formed
Branch) Social Club” is an object lesson in what can be
achieved when large groups of employees band together for
soclal purposes.

Recently, the Club conducted its first picnic at Diamond
Creek, when about 350 people, including members and
their families and friends, spent what was enthusiastically
described as a ‘“ wonderful day.” Above all, the Committee
was pleased at the opportunity it provided for the womenfolk
of members to meet one another.

2

Flourishing

*“ Laurens Street (Way and Works

Social Club 'Now_

A big sports programme was conducted, the most popular
win of the day being.that of 59-year-old Tom Hargreaves
who won the Old Buffers’ Race with a dash through the tape
““like a Stawell Gift runner” ... .

From the funds of the Club, trophies were bought for the
various race winners ; hot water and milk were provided ;
and for the kiddies there were ice creams and lollies.

Main source of revenue for the Club is by a mermbership
fee of 2/— per member, and fortnightly pay contributions
of 6d. each. There are about 100 members from all parts
of the Depot.

The V 'ctorian Railways News Letter
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Cleanliness and Tidiness
Win Cash Prizes

[ ]
BEST KEPT AND
IMPROVED D.R’s

ECENT approval by the Commissioners of recommendations
for the ‘“Best Kept and Improved Departmental Residences

for 19477

led the “News

Letter” to visit the home of

Horrie Easthman, Signalman, South Newport. He had won the
coveted first-prize for the “Best Kept D.R.” in the Metropolitan

Superintendent’s District.

Judging took place a >
few months ago and, al-
though by May, much of
the colour of Horrie’s
expansive back garden
had gone, it was evident
from the shrubs, hedges,
flowers and vegetables,
that we had missed see-
ing as neat a show as
one could view in any
suburban garden. Photo
shows him in the gar-
den, justifiably pleased at
his success. V.R. men
at Kyneton, Korumburra,
Kiata and Newtown, to
mention a few locations,
will readily recall him.

Works Inspector Higgins, who carried out the judging in
the Metropolitan area, was careful to explain that the award

had not been made solely on the appearance of the garden.
It js to the inside of each D.R.,” he said, ‘‘that we give

the closest attention.

¢ Care, cleanliness and tidiness : they are the keynotes,
and occupiers of D.R’s. are obliged to maintain their homes
to a high standard all the year. Other factors include work
done during the year in planting and maintaining trees,
shrubs, flowers, etc., and general appearance.”

Although we had somewhat daringly arrived unheralded—
it was 9.30 a.m., when most housewives are entitled to glare

at ““intruders !”’—Mrs. Easthman had a warm and cheery

'

greeting for us against a background of glistening kettles
and saucepans on the kitchen stove.

That corner symbolized the remainder of the interior, for
we found she had transformed this 60-year old D.R..into a
cosy, homely and modernly-furnished abode, spotlessly clean
wherever the eyes roamed. It was obvious that co-operation
between Horrie and his wife (‘“respectively responsible for
the outside and the inside,” he chuckled) had won for them
in 10 years’ residence, three firsts and five seconds in the
Competitions. i

To them and to all the other railway folk who won awards
in these important Competitions, the ‘“ News Letter”’
offers heartiest congratulations. Turn to page 5 for the 1st
and 2nd prize winners in the various divisions.

OUR FRONT COVER

H E introduction of a coloured front cover

with the May issue brought messages of
congratulations  from railwaymen all over
Victoria. It is hoped you like this month’s
cover equally well.  The picture shows Black-
smith Norman Power and Hammer Driver John
Morse welding rods at Newport Workshops.

Fune 1918

Big Rail Traffic to Night Trots

ORE than 180,000 passengers were carried by train

M between Flinders Street and the Showgrounds dur-

ing the initial season of Night Trotting which ended

on May 1. The highest number conveyed in one night was
10,628~—at the final meeting.

With the exception of November 22, meetings were held
on 24 successive Saturday nights, commencing on November
15. The innovation of night trotting in Melbourne proved
highly popular as, according to Trotting Control Board
officials, more than 562,000 people attended throughout
the season—a nightly average of slightly over 23,000. Con-
tributing  to this satisfactory result was—for Melbourne 1—
the remarkable sequencé of fine Saturday nights: - o
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HUGE EXPANSION FOR
MELBOURNE PORT

It’s Happening
In Victoria
No. 3

HE expansion projects now in hand, or soon to be undertaken, at the

Port of Melbourne will cost something like £5,100,000.

In common

with industry generally, the Melbourne Harbor Trust is suffering
from a shortage of men and materials, but despite delays work is pro-

gressing steadily.

ONSTRUCTION of a new 50-acre dock near the present Victoria Dock is the major work in

progress.

It is 1o be called Appleton Dock, and will cost over £4} million.

During the

past year, nearly 100,000 cubic yards of material has been dredged in preparation for actual

construction.
which filling is required.

Much work has yet to be done to achieve the completion
of this scheme but the ultimate result will give a modern deep
water dock of 6,600 feet on the north bank and 4,200 feet on
the south side with an entrance width of 600 feet maintained

throughout.

Mechanization of a high order, commodious cargo sheds
and rail track installations will serve the 16 new berths created.

Of especial interest to railwaymen are the improvements
being effected at Station Pier,
Port Melbourne. Work has
already commenced on major
structural alterations and ad-
ditions at this important termi-
nal. Anticipating the early
arrival of the new 29,000 ton
liners, such as *“ Orcades”
and ¢ Himalayas >’ now under
construction in England, ex-
tensive alterations to the pier
concourse and the provision of
a reception building 420 feet
long are proceeding. Promi-
nent features will include a
waiting, hall for the conveni-
ence of passengers and their
friends, a ladies’ lounge, first
aid room, buffet, kiosk, post
office, Travellers’ Aid Society
Room and a large customs hall,

Electric rollers will be pro-
vided for the speedy handling
of passengers’ baggage, and
high speed lifts will serve the
attractively finished building.
Costs for these modifications
will be about £80,000.

Victoria Dock is the scene of
great building activity, too. * .
The cargo shed and wharf apron at No. 16 berth_ are 'bemg
renovated, with reinforced concrete slabs replacing timber
decking on the apron, and a raised floor being built into the
shed. At No. 14 berth, a project is to be undertaken for
the widening of the roadway from 60 feet to 90 fe_et, and the
reconstruction of 4 new-wharf apron 35 feet in width. The
tompleted berth will carry:a medern cargo shed. Estimated
expenditure for this work is: £200,000. '

Amenities for port workers are a prominent feature
in-the Port of Melbourne:  Dining halls, wash and
change rooms, hot waten\facxlxges, angi bicycle racks
‘ate provided for those who derive their living on the
‘waterfront. e ‘

i The: latest addition in this category is the construction of
menities block at Gellibrand. Pier, Williamstown. Plans
provide for. & ‘building 79 feet: x . 24; feet comprising a dining
room, shipping office: and "wash: room :thh. hot .water _and
septic tank conveniences to be erected on piled foundations

an a

Y

By means of reclamation pipes, the dredged material has been conveyed to areas in

adjacent to the pier. This method of construction will con-
serve the existing pler area.

THE PORT O’ MELBOURNE!

Appleton Dock, on which £4,500,000 is to be
spent, has been outlined in white. The continuous
line encloses the area where work is being carried
out at present, and the dotted line shows the area

® of future development. e

Reconstruction of No. 9 berth and shed at Victoria Dock

has been recently completed. The cargo shed now has
larger doorways and features a new method of office accom-
modation on a mezzanine floor at the east end of the building,
allowing extra floor storage space, and offering an uninter-
rupted view of the ground floor.

Large fire-proofed cargo cages below the office are provided
for the reception of damaged packages. Insulated ceilings
and a cool air system add to the comfort of port workers.

The important contributions to ship-building and ship
repairs by the Melbourne Harbor Trust during the war
years delayed the reconstruction of the Reid Street Pier,
Williamstown, which is largely used as a tug berth.

Re-piling has commenced now, and when this section of
work 1s completed, pre-cast reinforced concrete slabs each
weighing approximately 40 tons and covering an area of
20 feet x 30 feet will be used as a decking.

The Victorian Railways News Letter



Track Extehsiohs At
Richmond—Sth Yarra

WILL EASE PRESSURE ON
FRANKSTON—DANDENONG
LINES

Gippsland steam trains, noted with keen satisfaction last month that

FRANKSTON and Dandenong line train travellers, as well as those on

a beginning had been made with the provision of two extra tracks,
between the Cremorne Bridge, South Yarra, and a point near the ‘down

end of the Richmond Station.

This work, which provides for six tracks, instead of four,
for a distance of about 4-mile, represents one more step for-
ward in the Commissioners’ big post-war plan to increase
the carrying capacity of lines where the passenger traffic has
grown substantially in recent years .. . and where a further
growth can be confidently expected. By the time the work
is completed, it is hoped that additional suburban trains will
have been built and ready for augmenting the service.

The work will have further value since it will facilitate
the handling of the large volume of brown coal following
the proposed development of new brown coalfields in the
Moe~Morwell-Yallourn area.

Enlarged Richmond Station

Other plans are in preparation for building a new, enlarged
station at Richmond and when this is completed, the addi-
tional tracks will be continued through to Flinders Street.

Besides the laying of extra tracks between the Cremorne
Bridge and the Richmond Station, the work now in progress
involves the reconstruction of bridges at Balmain and Dunn
Streets, and the building of retaining walls on boundary lines.

Little, if any, interruption to normal rail traffic is expected
while the work is proceeding. The whole of the embank-
ment will be raised by approximately three feet. This will
be done by using earth transferred from the excavations
necessary for the duplication of the Camberwell-Ashburton
line. When the outer part of the embankment has been
built up, two new tracks will be laid and part of the rail traffic
diverted to those new lines. The adjacent pair of tracks
will then be dismantled, the roadbed raised to correspond
with the new lines, new rails laid and the adjoining pair of
tracks removed. New 107-lb. rails, welded into 270-ft.
lengths, will be used throughout the work.

The Commissioners have given high priority to this
work and although, at this stage, it is impossible to-
forecast when it will be finished, the intention is to
push on vigorously with the job as manpower and
materials become available.

Taken from the south side of the recently re-built
Cremorne Bridge over the River Yarra, this picture
shows the two tracks (right —~ viil be continued as
far as Richmond during the work now in progress.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2.

First and Second Prize Winners In Best Kept, Improved D.R’s Competition

Best Kept

METROPOLITAN : Signalman H. W. Easthman, South New-
port ; Repairer P. C. Symons, Reservoir. EASTERN and
SOUTH-EASTERN: Repairer E. G. Proctor, Maffra; Ganger
D, Whitfield Buffalo. SEYMOUR: Ganger L. R. Churchett,
Murchison; A.S.M. W. M. Nicholson, Chiltern. BENDIGO :
Ganger C. ]. Blackshaw, Chillingollah ; S.M.]. Dempster,
Elphinstone. BALLARAT : Guard T. Halfpenny, Donald ;
Chargeman H. Stevenson, Ouyen. GEELONG: Road Foreman
T. Robinson, Hamilton ; Driver R. W. Evans, Dimboola.

Most Improved (With Piped Water)

SPENCER ST. & LAURENS ST.: Gatekeeper J. A. Mellingue,
Williamstown ; Repairer T. Lethlean, St. Albans.
FLINDERS ST. Nos. 1 &2 : Repairer A. R. McColl, Wandin :
Repairer W. Wren, Epping. OAKLEIGH : Ganger T. Edwards,
Mernington ; Repairer W, M. Cann, Highett. SALE : Ganger
J. Porter, Yallourn; Ganger C. F. Smith, Stratford,. KORUM-
BURRA : Ganger A. S. Yates, Tarwin ; Driver A. W. Withers,
Wonthaggi. SEYMOUR : Guard H. Ellis, Seymour ; Shunter
R. C. Maloney, Seymour, and Guard A. W. Vonarx, Seymour
(Equal Second). WANGARATTA : Ganger P. D. McLean,
Wedonga ; Repairer A.T, Tregea, Chiltern. SHEPPARTON :
Ganger R. C. Robertson, Shepparton ; Repairer E. M. Ratcliff,
Katunga. BENDIGO No. I : Ganger R. McIntosh, Heathcote.
BENDIGO No. 2 : Repairer R. B. Allen, Cohuna ; Ganger T.
W. Crawford, Elmore. KORONG VALE : Driver P. Whit-
field, Korong Vale ; Ganger G. L. Shaw, Charlton. BAL-
LARAT : Ganger R. J. Jayne, Kingston ; Repairer L. A. Coon,
Ballan. MARYBOROUGH : Ganger G.M. Templar, Donald ;
Yard Porter W.A. Meddings, Donald. OUYEN : Ganger J. H.
Jordan, Hattah ; Carpenter J. M. Gerard, Quyen. GEELONG :
Repairer F. Gray, Birregurra; Guard D. C. Cullis, Cressy.

WARRNAMBOOL : Ganger T. A. McDonald, Penshurst;
Lineman O. Magnuson, Colac, and Porter J. A. Gavin, Colac
(Equal Second). HAMILTON : Repairer C.1. Smith, Portland
North ; Guard F. N. Goldsmith, Balmoral. ARARAT : Ganger
D. E. Smith, Hopetoun ; Driver J. V. Wishart, Warrackna-
beal. DIMBOOLA : Storeman G. Gamel, Dimboola ; Guard
F. A. Way, Serviceton.

Most Improved (Without Piped Water)

FLINDERS ST. Nos. ! & 2: Repairer R. K, Hodge, Woori
Yallock; E. T. Driver W. Brown, Hurstbridge. OA.KLEIGH:
Ganger R. J. Rowe, Neerim ; Repairer R. J. Collins, Erica.
SALE : Repairer S. W. Stevens, Bruthen; Ganger E. R.
Johnson, Fernbank. KORUMBURRA : Motor Porter T. C.
Fury, Alberton ; Repairer R. D. Graham, Woodleigh.
SEYMOUR : Ganger P. L. McGowan, Beveridge. WANGA-
RATTA : Ganger]. Carroll, Beetoomba ; Repairer T. Fanchi,
Winton. BENDIGO No. 1 : Repairer J. L. Bone, Sydenh.am ;
Repairer J. Kennedy, Sydenham (Divide 1st and 2nd Prizes).
BENDIGO No. 2: Repairer E. G. Morgans, Pira; Re-
pairer A. J. Taig, Gulpa. KORONG VALE: Repairer G.

R. Griffiths, Kulwin; Repairer F. C. Kirby, Kulwin.
BALLARAT : Repairer V. St. J. Andrews, Blowhard;
Ganger J. F. Bromilow, Melton. MARYBOROUGH :

Repairer R. C. Drever, Ben Nevis; Repairer F. Kilfoyle,
Elmhurst. OUYEN : Repairer L. Jones, Torrita; Ganger
P. L. McNamara, Boinka. GEELONG: Repairer J. S.
Morris, Wingeel ; Repairer C. S. Holm, Inverleigh.
WARRNAMBOOL : Ganger B. Gulbin, Port Fairy; Re-
pairer W. J. Jameson, Larpent, and Repairer G. Beasley,
Larpent (Equal Second). HAMILTON : Repairer W. H.
Gilbert, Dunkeld ; Repairer C. N. Womersley, Sandford.
ARARAT : Repairer A. A. Guthrie, Banyena. DIMBOOLA:
Repr. G. W. Wilson, Miram ; Ganger P. O. Melke, Gymbowen.
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WHO KNOWS WHAT THIS IS?

AN eight-car main line electric train on the Southern

Railway, England. Alongside the running rail is the

conductor rail, which is supported on insulators and

provides the positive current circuit to the trains.

The negative current circuit is provided by the
running rails.

A Wedding Belle At Newport

ROM our Newport Workshops correspondent has come
F news of the recent wedding of two of the best-known

personalities at the °“ Shops:”’ Toolroom Foreman Fack
Williams and Sister Auwa,..  cCurdy, of the Casualty Room
Staff. Mr. R. H. Roach (Workshops Manager) chaired an
enthusiastic gathering in the Cas. Room, at which he warmly
thanked Mrs. Williams for the services she had so competently
and sympathetically given to many hundreds of employees during
her nine years’ service.

‘“ Although disappointed at losing her from the Casualty
Room Staff,” Mpr. Roach added, ‘I am glad that she has
chosen one of my best Foremen to look after her future welfare
and happiness.”

An tluminated address and an occasional table were the
gifts that conveyed to Mrs. Williams unmistakable and tangible
evidence of the regard and appreciation the men felt towards her.
Fack served in the First A.LF. between 1916-1920.

Orchids For Maryborough

Cook began his first job—heating rivets for the Boiler-

makers at Newport. A few years later he was trans-
ferred to the Car and Waggon Shops and became a Train
Examiner. Mildura, Ararat, Maryborough, Woomelang,
Echuca, Melbourne Yard, and finally Jolimont Workshops
each became his ‘‘ home,” In turn, during the 49} years of
his railway career. His wife did not mind all the transfers—
she had been born and bred in a railway atmosphere, for she
was the daughter of popular old-time Spencer Street Yard-
master Jack Hunter. In his youth Dave Cook was a leading
professional cyclist. He was a keen footballer, too, playing
in Mildura, Ararat and Maryborough. Maryborough folk
can take a bow, for Dave summed up : * I think Maryborough
is the finest sporting town | have ever been in.”

IT was on October 16, 1898, that L.ad Labourer David
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V.R. Man Busy League Footbali
- Administrator

NE of our readers gave the
topical news-tip that we might
get an interesting story about

a V.R. man who is one of the
leading football administrators in the
State.  Our correspondent ¢ ven-
tured to suggest’ we ask Mr. P. J.
Farnan (Assistant to the Staff Board)
if he could name, off-hand, the hono-
rary administrative posts he occupies
with the Victorian Football League
and the South Melbourne Football
Club.

It was not surprising that Mr. Far-
: nan had to be careful in answering
our question: here is the imposing list which we “‘re-
checked with him just to make sure none had been missed !”’

VICTORIAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE :

Chairman, Finance Committee—on appointment he relin-
quished the Chairmanship of the Propaganda Committee.

Chairman, Grounds Committee.

Member of Standing Committee to discuss with the V.F.
Association general football administrative problems.

Member of Advisory Committee, dealing with matters of
high football policy.

Manager of the Victorian side to visit Sydney this month.

SOUTH MELBOURNE FOOTBALL CLUB:

Senior Vice-President.

Chairman of Selection Committee.

Member of Finance Committee.

Club Delegate to the League.

To this formidable array of official positions, Mr, Farnan
brings a practical knowledge of the game. He played with
Golden Point (Ballarat) some years ago, and later was a mem-
ber of the South Melbourne team. Also he excelled at
cricket, being captain and coach of a Ballarat side, and later
a member of South’s Second Eleven.

Departmentally, Mr. Farnan is well-known throughout
the service. For many years, he was a Clerk in the Rolling
Stock Branch at several metropolitan and country locations,
after which he was promoted to the R.S. Staff Office. It
was here that his wide knowledge of staff questions led to his
selection for transfer to the Secretary’s Branch.

Since then, positions occupied by Mr. Farnan include :
Commissione