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CORONER’S ENQUIRY
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! ‘ | BEING

- a Digest of the Evidence in relation to the Westinghouse Brake

 fendered at the Enquiry conducted by Dr. Cole (assisted by

* a Special Jury of Eight HMelbourne Citizens), at the Law

Gourts, Nelbourne, which covered a period of nearly three
months, during which 58 Witnesses were examined.
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PRrEFACE.

*OHE recollection of the dreadful rallway disaster at Sunshine
‘% Q; on the night of Easter Monday, April 20th, 1908, will
not be entirely effaced in this &eneration. Constitut-

ing a melancholy record in being the greatest calamity
recorded in the history of railway transport in the Common-
.Wealth, and apparently surrounded with so much that is
mysterious and-inexplicable; and culminating, as it did, in an
Enquiry which for length ‘and thoroughness has left all State
records far behind, it needs.very little further explanation to

justify the publication of this book.

It was thought that both railway men and the public would
 be glad to havé some permanent record of the enquiry into
the cause of so arave a catastrophe, especially as many im-
“portant issues were decided, the reports of which in the
presfs were condensed into so small a space that often only
a passing reference was made to most serious matters which

had been discussed in detail before the Coroner and Jury.

It is right to say that as the enquiry turned on the question
of whether. the fallure of the Westinghouse brake accounted
for the Bendigo train dashing into the Ballarat train
at a high rate of speed, only the evidence dealing with this
aspect of the case has been presented. Even this has had to‘

be compressed; but extreme care has been taken to prevent
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any misrepresentation, and the Editor has been at considerable
pains to falrly represent all interests, without allowing his own
Individual opinion to influence him In deciding just what to
put In and what to leave out.

The book makes no pretension to originality. It claims to
present in compact form the gist of the evidence dealing with

the brake, together with the speeches of Counsel and Coroner.

The opinions expressed are for the most part the opinions of -

more or less interested persons, and the reader will have to
arrive at his own conclusion in answering the question, “Did
the brakes fail?” r

The illustrations were prepared from photographs taken on
the spot, and therefore faithfully represent the incidents they
are intended to illustrate.

This book is published in the hope that it may find a rea(;y
sale amongst those who desire a true and permanent record
of a remarkable enquiry, which created a world-wide integest,
dealing as it did with a calamity the like of which we sincerely

“zast will never be repeated in the history of our railways.

W. O. B.
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THE BAR.

Tue CoronNer (Dr. Cole) was assisted by Mr. 8. McARTHUR (repre-
senting the Public).

Mr. H. E. STArkE, for the Railway Commissioners,

Mr. E. J. Corr, for Drivers Milburn and Dolman and Firemen
Tomlinson and Deveney.

Mr. H. R. CuoMmLEY, for Stationmaster Kendall and Guard Darcy.

Mr. E. W. OurHwaAITE, for the Westinghouse Brake Company.
and several others, who appeared for injured persons and
relatives of deceased passengers.

Mr. Evaxs, M.L.C., an old and respected engine driver, assisted the
legal representatives of the men in many ways. He worked very
hard in the interests of the suspended train-crew, and his
experience and ability was of great assistance to those engaged
in placing the case for the drivers, firemen, guard and station-
master hefore the Jury.

g ; THE JURY.

Dovcras BuzoricH, Hatter (Foreman).

WiLLiaM ATKINSON, Canvasser.

Traomas MicuaeL Bourke, Manager Civil Service Stores.
James Davies, Secretary Commercial Travellers’ Club.
TrOMAS WaLKER FowLERr, University Professor.
GeorGeE FExNER, Importer and Commission Agent.
Wirriam Hocan, Wine and Spirit Merchant.

WiLLiam WaALKER, Paper Merchant.

Sypxey Hemreert NasH, Electroplater.
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CORONER’S ENQUIRY

INTO THE

SUNSHINE TRAGEDY.

THE most appalling railway disaster recorded in the history
of the Commonwealth of Australia was that witnessed on the

night of Easter Monday, April 20th, 1908, at Sunshine (Bray- -

brook), Victoria, when the Bendigo eveming train, loaded
with holiday-makers returning to the Metropolis, ran past
the distant and home signals, which were set at “ caution”
and danger respectively, and crashed into the crowded Bal-

larat train, killing 44 and injuring above 400 persons, and

costing the Railway Commissioners £125,000 by way of com-
pensation to the injured and relatives of deceased passengers.

It was one of those awful, though fortunately very occa-

sional, tragedies which seem to be inseparable from the
handling of railway traffic.

The Bendigo train was composed of two 90-ton engines,

gix carriages; a postal van, horse-box, “ U " truck and guard’s

van, while the Ballarat train was made up of two engines,
eleven carriages, a postal van and guard’s van.

Had either train been on time the disaster could not
have happened. The Ballarat train (owing, 1t has been ex-
plained, to delays incidental to all holiday traflie), forty-
three minutes late on reaching Sunshine, an important junc-
tion station, was delayed a further three minutes owing to
the length of the train, which, after stopping, had to be

~moved forward to allow the passengers in the rear carriages - |

to alight. The Bendigo train was also twenty-four minutes

‘behind scheduled time at Sydenham (the block station nearest
to Sunshine).

When the collision occurred, the two ninety-ton engines

drawing the Bendigo train literally tore their way through
the rear part of the Ballarat train for a distance of nearly
two hundred feet, totally wrecking the guard’s van and four
carriages. So great was the force of the impact that the
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