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service.
AL J, Canny

[ MOLOMBY, whose kindly

personality earned for him
the affection of railwaymen
ut the length and breadth of
ce, combined the qualities of
:dministrator with a profound
ze of the practical side of
rransportation.

cen his entry into the service
ng as a junior clerk in 1883,
ccupancy of his first xmportant
Superintendent of Passenger
~ervice in 1908, he gained wide
wctical experience of all phases
oortation work.

1914, Mr. Molomby accom-
the late Mr. Commissioner
Jones on a mission overseas
d with the introduction of the
.me and suburban electrified
stem.

ar later he became head of the
and in 1924 succeeded Mr. C.
ole as Commissioner.

* % %

CANNY, who joined the
service as a supernumerary
messenger 36 years ago, is
zer to the higher administra-
were of the Department. For

ars he was secretary to various
sioners, including Sir Thomas

the capacity of right-hand
he Commissioners, Mr. Canny
the qualities of a potential
=, and 1t was no surprise when
ippointed to the newly-created
of Outdoor Superintendent
ransportation Branch.
that position he travelled
ut the State, and the present
:lationship between the De-
t and its patrons is a tribute
tact, ability and unfailing
which he brought to that post.

Mr. Canny is 51 years of age
—Just one year more than the
total period of Mr. Molomby’s

Mr. T. B. Molomby

He subsequently visited America
to study various phases of railroading,
and in 1924 succeeded Mr. Molomby
as General Superintendent.

Part of Mr. Canny’s term as
General Superintendent has embraced
the period of the world-wide depression,
with its inevitable repercussions upon
the Victorian Railways, but through-
out he has administered his important
Branch with a capacity and devotion
to duty that augur well for his con-
tinued success in the wider and more
responsible post of a Commissioner.

Big Telephone
Re-cabling Job

A BEGINNING will be made this
month with the installation of
new distribution cables for the
automatic exchange to be installed
in the railway administrative offices
in December next. Itis claimed that
the re-cabling and conversion work
will be the largest of its kind yet
attempted in the State.

LTOGETHER, four miles of

cable will be laid in ducts and

troughs throughout the building.
The distribution cables to be installed
will contain no fewer than 300 miles
of copper conducting wire.

An iron main distributing frame
structure, with a capacity for the
orderly termination of 4000 cable
pairs, has been manufactured at the
Spotswood Workshops. This frame
will accommodate all existing outdoor
cables, as well as the cables for the
indoor distribution and the automatic
and manual equipment.

The work is of a highly complicated
nature, and elaborate plans have been
made to ensure its completion without
any interruption to the existing tele-
phone services.

Mr. M. J. Canny Succeeds Mr. T. B. Molomby
as Commissioner

Mr. Molomby Was a Railwayman for 50 Years

FTER a long and honor-
A able railway career, Mr.
T. B. Molomby retired
from the service on December
31. His successor is Mr. M. J.

Canny, General Superintendent
of Transportation.

Centenary
Reso Tours

HE value of Reso train

tours as a means of de-

monstrating the resources
and possibilities of the State, is
strikingly evidenced by the de-
cision of the Victorian and
Melbourne Centenary Council
to include this developmental
form of travel in the official
programme for the Celebrations.

comprehensive series of Reso

train tours was recently sub-

mitted to the Council. These
include visits to 21 Victorian country
centres where visitors will be shown
wheat areas, sheep stations, irrigation
districts, orchards, stud stock farms,
the Yallourn Brown Coal fields, and
so on.

One of the tours will cover 2000
miles of travel by rail and road from
Melbourne to Canberra and thence
around the south coast of New South
Wales, along the Princes Highway to
Orbost, where the Reso train will be
rejoined.

Interstate Scenic Tours

Seventeen tours to many parts of
Victoria will also be organised on the
lines of the Christmas and Easter
Holiday Tours. The parties will be
taken to the State’s outstanding scenic
features, and will inspect several of
the leading primary industries.

Other Interstate scenic tours have
been prepared, the special itineraries
embracing New South Wales, Queens-
land, South Australia and Tasmania.
Provision has also been made for
a party to travel across the Trans-
Australian Railway to Perth, after a
sight-seeing tour in South Australia.

These special tours are primarily
intended for overseas visitors, but the
extensive publicity that has been
launched will stimulate Common-
wealth-wide interest in the Centenary
and attract many visitors from the
other States. A special conference of
Interstate railway officers will be held
in Melbourne this month to formulate
plans, and also to consider the question
of reduced fares for interstate travel
by visitors during the Centenary
Celebrations.
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 The Month’s Topic

What Centenary
Means to Railways. ..

HE conference of interstate rail-

way officers to be held

Melbourne this month to formu-
late plans for transporting a host of
interstate visitors to the Victorian
and Melbourne Centenary Celebra-
tions serves to emphasise further the
importance of the part which the
railways must play in the historic
events commencing later in the year.

in

World-wide publicity for the Cen-
tenary is
Victoria in particular and Australia
in general, and with the expected
mflux of visitors, it is clear that the
Victorian Railways Department will
be called upon to perform a transpor-
tation feat without parallel in its history.

focussing attention upon

Special trains to all parts of Vic-
toria will be necessitated by the State-
wide character of the Celebrations,
while the added significance of the
Centenary Royal Show and Melbourne
Cup will, it is anticipated, fully exer-
cise the capacity of the Department
to provide that standard of service
which the many additional thousands
of travellers will expect of it.

Reputation to Uphold

Recognition by the Centenary
Council of the value of the Reso train
mode of travel, as exemplified by the
fact that a series of tours has been
incorporated in the official programme,
is a compliment to the Department
which will be appreciated by every
railwayman,

Through the medium of the Reso
train, supplemented by other organised
local and interstate rail tours, visitors
to the Celebrations will doubtless
leave our shores with a better and
more intimate knowledge of the real
Australia.

The Department is maintaining
close contact with the progress of the
arrangements for the Centenary. When
the elaborate programme begins in
earnest, it js confidently expected that
all railwaymen will respond and up-
hold their already high reputation for
efficiency and service.

Caulfield Now Has
. .

Modern Signalling

A HIGHLY successful change-over

without any undue interference

with traffic was accomplished at

Caulfield on Sunday, November 25,

when the modern power signalling

installation was brought into use.
ONTINUOUS work throughout
Saturday night and all day
Sunday was necessary to bring
the 80-lever electric interlocking ma-
chine in the new signal cabin into
service. This machine replaced the
two mechanically operated cabins whose
combined levers totalled 191.

All points and signals are now
motor operated from miniature levers.
The levers are equipped with all modern
safeguards which permit the utmost
flexibility of working, consistent with
safety.  The illuminated diagram
mounted over the interlocking machine
is a continuous indication to the
signalman of the movements of all
trains within his control.

To obtain the full benefit from the
installation, the automatic signalling
territory has been extended to Glen-
huntly and Carnegie, thus permitting
the abolition of block working in these
sections.

—_— e——

Miscellaneous Brevities

The Newport Workshops Brass
Band which regularly plays under
the baton of Mr. Hugh Niven in the
various departments of the Shops
during the luncheon interval, broad-
cast a series of items through Station
3AR on December 13.

This was the first time the Band
had broadeast from within the
Shops, and reports indicate the
success of the appropriately Aus-
tralian musical compositions ren-
dered : Victoria, Fair Maid of Perth,
Flowers of Australia and Humours of
Donnybrook.

The strengthening of the Taradale
Viaduct, which was built 71 years ago,
was completed last month by the
erection of five additional steel towers
between the existing bluestone pillars.

The work will permit of more
economical working of trains by the
removal of the speed restriction on
the heavier classes of locomotives.

A three-day sight-seeing tour to
Yea during the Australia Day week-
end this month 1s now being organised
by the Department. The party will
leave by the afternoon train on January
27, and return on the evening of
January 29.

Motoring tours to the leading
beauty spots in this picturesque
district have been arranged, and
facilities provided for tennis, bowls
and fishing.

The inclusive fare from Melbourpe
is £2-19-6d.

|

Goods Train Loads
in Timetables

7 7TITH the recent reissue
W working timetables, the «
portunity was taken to
corporate in each section
authorised loads of goods tra
appropriate to each district. T
innovation wiil prove econom
to the Department and usefu!
all railwaymen associated w
the running of goods trains.

YT YHIS step resulted from a
sideration of the questior
reissuing the Authorised L

of Goods Trains Book, an all-!

publication last issued in 1927, =
that date, numerous amendments
in the authorised loads, which

according to the 'class of locom

and the track gradients over w

the trains are hauled, rendered :

issue of the tables necessary.

Apart from a saving in De;
mental printing costs, the sect
lising of the loads information w:
of great advantage to stationmas
train crews, vard foremen and os
since they will have train schec
and loads details in the one p
cation.

In addition, it will now be a s:
matter to keep the loads tables u;
date with the reissue each year c
working timetables.

U G

Dynamometer Car
Further Tests

T YHE Dynamometer car rece
completed a further sen:e
tests over various lines ir

State. The majority of these

carried out on the Bendigo line, -

the best facilities exist for obt
accurate information on locon
efficiency, coal and water consum:

haulage power on grades, and s

In order to obtain inforn
concerning resistances of sheep -
the Dynamometer car was attact
a number of live stock trains be
Tocumwal and Seymour. The
stretches of level track on this s
were particularly suited to the =

While the car was at Sey
the opportunity was taken to ¢
tests on ‘A2 locomotives, at:
to the Albury express, travell
high speed.

More recently, the Dyna=
meter car was used in connects
with the service tests of “C” ¢
locomotives which were fitted =

a special chimney and an alte

blast pipe in the smoke-box

the purpose of reducing coal ¢
sumption and improving the stes
ing of the boiler.

By careful analyses of the
readings taken under actual ope
conditions, it will be possible tc
upon average performances
whether changes in design are
factory or otherwise.
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Board’s comprehensive re-
=, after an exhaustive survey
the problem, was crystallised
commendation that the only
.as the regulation and control
nmercial motor transport by
of licensing.

embodying the views of the
ent was presented to the
e Assembly in November, and
hstantial - amendments,  was
:ind further amended by the
¢ Council last month. At
»f going to press, the amend-
e under consideration by the
¢ Assembly.

_ommissioners’ repeated ad-

r a transference of portion
:ilway loan liability to the
debtedness of the State was

by the report of a special
e appointed by the Minister
vs. This Committee’s main
ndation was that £29,623,000
transferred from the Railway
‘ccount, reducing the debit

77,498,032 (at June, 1932) to
1}

Tracks

sive works were carried out
¢ Government’s unemploy-
ief scheme. Various lines
it the State were re-con-
:nd strengthened, the drainage
at many suburban stations
-oved, and sections of country
re regraded. These works
directed towards 1mproved
and savings in maintenance

rations for the installation of
railway automatic telephone
were commenced during the
“his exchange will incorporate
st known designs for affording
efficient service, and it is
that it will meet the require-
the Department for the
vears.
number of areas controlled
sict  transportation  superin-
was reduced to five. A re-
¢ overhead costs was achieved
dditional result was an im-
co-ordination of effort and
atrol of the traffic.

~ Re-organisation

mportant
railway

grouping of the
storehouses  was
sut. The following store-
are now concentrated within
:ratively small area : Spots-
ceneral  storehouse, Spots-

HE question of road motor competition and the steps
T taken to examine thoroughly its effect upon railway

finances was one of the outstanding developments of
2e year just closed. Railwaymen will remember that a unani-
mous report was submitted by the Transport Regulation
Joard, comprising an independent chairman, and a repre-
catative each of commercial interests, primary producers,
2e railways and road motor interests.

wood workshops, Newport work-
shops, the oil, cement and bulk store-
house, Newport power house, the
reclamation depot and the permanent
way materials depot. This re-organi-
sation has resulted in a reduction of
stocks and has expedited supplies,
while improved methods of handling
have greatly lessened storekeeping
costs.

Train Haulage Records

The value of automatic couplers
was strikingly demonstrated bi, the
many instances of increased loads
of wheat and live stock trains.
During the year, a record wheat train
of 75 trucks with a tonnage of 1598,
was hauled by two ‘“A2” class
locomotives from Benalla to Sey-
mour. All previous records for
stock trains were eclipsed when a
train comprising 80 trucks, con-
veying more than 1100 head of
cattle, ran from Benalla to Werribee.
An X7 class locomotive hauled
the train as far as Seymour, double
heading being necessary between
Seymour and Wallan.

Perishable traffic records were also
broken during 1933. More trucks for
these commodities were used than
ever before in the Department’s history.
Fruit traffic was particularly heavy
The whole of the existing stock of
1147 trucks, supplemented by 50
“M 7 cattle trucks specially adapted
for service, were used for the export
fruit traffic.

In June last, the Railways Nursery
was established at Flinders-street
station as an additional service for
railway travellers. Experienced

nursing sisters are in charge, and the
modern equipment of the Nursery

ensures absolute cleanliness and
hygiene in every detail of the
organisation.

Loco. Replacements

Forty new boilers were built for
various classes of locomotives, while
a further 25 boilers were in course of

construction. Nine Jlocomotives of the
‘““Al”  class (saturated steam) were

converted to superheat and placed in
the ““A2” class.

Extensive modifications are in pro-
gress at the State Coal Mine. The
work includes the substitution of a
modern turbine for two of the 20-
year-old engine sets. A new bunker
was provided, and progress made with
the erection of a new mechanical coal
handling plant.

The steady increase in the number
of suggestions submitted to the Bet-
terment and Publicity Board revealed
the wisdom of reinstituting the
practice of paying monetary awards
for suggestions considered worthy of
such recognition.

mportant Railway Happenings in 1933 Summarised

Rail-Horse Tickets
Now On Issue

HE latest combination ticket to
Ttake its place amongst the 200

different iypes of tickets on regular
issue by the Department is unique. In-
cluded in its coupons for various services
is one entitling the passenger to a
journey between Harrietville and Mt.
Feathertop on horse-back !

TS addition to the ticket stocks

completes a comprehensive range

of travel services for which the
Department issues tickets. Travellers
had previously been able to purchase
tickets covering conveyance by every
modern means of transportation—
rail, road motor, tram, steamer and
aeroplane.

Incidentally, the horses engaged
on the Harrietville-Mt. Feathertop
service carry their passengers to
the destination point, and immedia-

tely return to Harrietville unat-
tended.

Strangest Letter Yet

THE Secretary for Railways (Mr. E.
C. Eyers) confesses that the fol-
lowing is the strangest letter which he
has signed :—

1st December, 1933.

The Chief Accountant,
Palestine Railways,
Haifa, PALESTINE

This is to certify that Lieut.-
-Colonel G. M. Campigli was alive on

this date.
Yours faithjully,
(Signed) E. C. EYERS,
Secretary.

It appears that this severely official
document is rendered mnecessary by
the English Colonial Office regula-
tions.

Lieut. Colonel Campigli is at present
on furlough in Australia, and before
his salary is made available in Mel-
bourne, the Palestine Rallway authori-
ties must be in possession of a certifi-
cate that he is alive.

Old Carriages as
Dwellings

ROM time to time, the Depart-

ment has available for sale a

number of old type -carriages
which are no longer serviceable for
ordinary traffic.

Little difficulty is experienced in
disposing of these vehicles at nominal
prices. Stripped of their undergear,
the cars are utilised by their pur-
chasers in a number of ways.

Many farmers have bought old
carriages for use as sleeping quarters
for their employes, while at various
seaside and hill resorts the cars may be
seen in the role of week-end ‘‘ shacks.”

Between Yarraville and Spots-
wood, one of these veteran cars
has the distinction of being a local
sporting club’s dressing quarters !
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- Personal Postscript—

Youthful Engineer

ASSISTANT Engineer Peter Allnutt, who
is planning to secure further experience
overseas, made rapid strides after joining
the Rolling Stock branch in 1926. He
began as an apprentice fitter and turner at
the Newport Workshops, and shortly after-
wards gained a series of notable successes
at the Newport Technical College. Granted
" a free place at the Melbourne University, he
lost no time in emerging a fully-fledged
Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering. Al-
though only 24 years of age, Peter’s engineer-
ing skill has won for him the responsible
position of officer-in-charge of the Dynamo-
meter car which has becn conducting a series
of important tests to demonstrate locomotive
efficiency, truck resistances and so on.

—N.M.B.
All-the-Year Umpire
IT is not genevally known that one

of the State’s leading cricket wm-

pires, Andy Barlow, 1s a Victorian
ratlwayman. He has been on the
Newport Workshops Staff since 1914.
In addition to officiating each Saturday
in district games, he has been appointed
to act in international and interstate
matches. Recently he was one of the
umpires selected for the Blackie—
Ironmonger testimonial maich on the
M.C.G. Andy’s knowledge of cricket
laws is exceeded only by his intimacy
with the rules of football. During the
past eight seasons he has been a League
football field wmpire. Incidentally, he
could not conceal his keenness for um-
piring when he was abroad with the
ALF. On a number of occasions he
umpired matches in which the A.IF.
cricket team took pari. —D.G.B.

Variety

HE new Secretary of the State Relief

Committee is Mr. D. J. Henderson. He
succeeds Mr. W. R. Bunker who is returning
to Room 10 following a higher classification,
being accorded his former position in that
office. Mr. Henderson was previously an
electrical fitter at the Train Lighting Depot,
and was closely associated with the installa-
t;on of electric lighting in suburban cars.
Seven years ago, lé:e went overseas to gain
further experience with several leading en-
gineering firms in England and U.S.A. He
returned to Victoria at the beginning of last
year. Shortly afterwards he was nominated
by the Commissioners to act as Organiser
of the Boys’ Employment Movement. He
filled that position with conspicuous ability
and was very successful in securing employ-
ment for a large number of boys in occupa-
tions for which they were best fitted. —C.

Beaufort  Smash’’ Echo

DRIVER Harry Gronn’s recent retire-
ment recalls the fact that he is the
sole survivor of the four enginemen con-
cerned in the Beaufort ‘‘smash”™ early
on the morning of February 5, 1910. A
double-headed goods train got out of
control on the Beaufort bank, and was
wrecked at the dead-end in the siding.
Harry’s three mates were killed. He
was able to crawl out of the tangled
mass of the telescoped engines on to
the side of the line where he was later
found unconscious. He has now left
the service after a career of 44 years,
nearly half of which were occupied on
the regular 1 p.m. yard pilot at Ballarat.
Before the accident, he had been located
successively at Wallan, Seymour, Shep-
parton, Dookie, Bendigo and Brighton
Beach, Harry was popular with all
Ballarat railwaymen, and it is intended
to hold a farewell function in his }éo?oﬁ‘.

Fanuary Birthdays

DRIVER A. Arblaster, of North Melbourne

Loco., on the first; Telegraphist J. E.
Hosking, of Seymour and Signalman F. J.
Brown of Waubra Junction, on the second ;
Asst. Stationmaster F. A.. Farmer of Thorn-
bury and Stationmaster H. W. Harding of
Loch, on the third ; W. & W. Engineer G. S.
Luttrell of North Melbourne, on the fourth ;
Equipment Examiner W. C. Burns of Joli-
mont, and Goods Guard F. Doye of Wyche-
proof, on the fifth; Chief Clerk C. Dunstan
of Ballarat Goods and B. Maker G. A. Mc-
Quade of Newport Workshops, on the sixth ;
Asst. Chief Elec.Engineer C. G. H. McDonald
and Train Despatcher R. F. Dodds, on the
seventh ;  Jack Fetherstonhaugh of Secy’s
Branch, Driver C. E. Murfett of Mordialloc
and nepairer J. E. Williams of Baddaginnie,
on the eighth; Commercial Agent W. L.
Middleton, Lands Officer A. H. Rogerson
and Signalman T Barton of Flinders-street,
on the ninth ; Traffic Inspector Paddy Cahill,
on the 10th; Road Transport Supervisor
C. G. Walker, Shunter A. E. Coles, of
‘Warragul and Driver J. T. Hayes of Murchi-
son East on the 12th; FElec. Subn. Guard
H. E. Bryant of Coburg, on the 13th ; Fireman
J. O’Farrell of Ballarat and Signalman G.
Carter of Geelong, on the 1ith; Ldg.
Shunter J. Palmer of Hamilton, Car & Wagon
Shops Manager W. J, Thornton and Station-
master E. W. Proctor of Flinders-street, on
the 15th ; Fireman J. E. Floyd of Warrnam-
bool, on the 16th; Fireman E. C. McPhee
of Bendigo, on the 17th; Yard Foreman
A. H. Sleeth of Melbourne Yard and Optg.
Porter N. V., Tooher of Wahgunyah, on the
18th ; Yard Porter W. S, Kennedy of Service-
ton and Train Examiner E. Mclntosh of
Traralgon, on the 20th; Bonding Supvr.
W. W, Tunn of Flinders-sticet, on the 2Ist ;
Relvg. Stationmaster A. 1. Gies, on the
22nd; Signals Engineer E. F. K. Mclver,
Fireman J. Pollock of Bendigo, and Signalman

E. W. Smith of Burnley, on the 23rd ; Special

“C&G” Glasses

not only relieve eye-

strain but improve
the appearance at
the same time.

'Phone Central 10595 for
an appointment.

SUPPORT YOUR OPTICIAN

Special Concession to Railwaymen and their Families

COLES & GARRARD Prv. L1D.

OPTICIANS

370-2 Bourke St., Melb., Cl.

Officer W. W, Reid, Flec. Engineer A
MecLean and Cleaner J. T, Taylor of T
boola on the 25th; Stationmaster W
Brough of Benalla, on the 26th; Ls
Bromilow of the B. & P. Board and D
Foreman D. W, Bell of Korumburra, or
28th ; Ldg. Shunter C. O’Halloran of !
bourne Yard, Fireman R. Sampson of =
Hill and Enginemen’s Instructor W
Hillis, on 29th; and Driver W. Bush-
of Geelong, on the 31st. —

Last Mile Post
Hugh Cooke

THE death last month of Mr. Hugh C
Supt. of Passenger Train Service,
as a profound shock to railwaymen throus
the State, While atrending an officers
ference on Friday, December 8, he
plained of feeling unwell, but his co s
the following day was totally unexpect

Mr. Cooke's death removes one of
most conscientious and painstaking of
in the service. Nine years ago at the
paratively early age of 43, his outstan.
capacity for the intricate work of
schedule compilation gained for him t=
sponsible post of Supt. of Passenger
Service.

During his term as Superintendent, h
control of the train arrangements f-
special occasions requiring the provis:
transport for many thousands of tra
to the city. Notable examples wers
visits of the American Fleet in 192
T.R.H. the Duke and Duchess of Y:
1927.

‘The responsibility for scheduling the &
T'rain fell Jargely upon his shoulders, :
was a tribute to his organising abihr
the whole of the arrangements were ¢
out with clock-like precision.

At the time of his death, he was
engaged finalising the mass of dets
sociated with the handling of the Ch-
holiday railway traffic.

Mr. Cooke’s 33 years of railroading
confined to two locations—ZFootscray,
he was a booking clerk for the firs:
years of his career, and the passenges
division in the head office.

Representatives of the present adm:»
tion at the funera! included Messrs. °
Molomby, M. J. Canay, E. C. Eyers,
Colwell, D. Cameron, T. P. Lynch
senting the Minister for Railways) and
Widdop, the latter having been
associated with the deceased duriryg
whole of the period he was in the
office.

Among the large number of former re
men present were Messrs. C. Misce
‘T. W. J. Cox, H. 'I'. Robertson anc
Cadwallader.

John McDonald.

NOTHER well-known railwayma=
died last month was Mr. John Mcl
Stationmaster at Maryborough. He +
years of age.
Mr. McDonald spent practically the «
of his 46 years of service at country locs
His first appointment as Stationmas:«
at Rupanyup in 1909, and during
ceeding years he was stationed at
Marsh, Camperdown, Mooroopna, W
bool and Mildura.
He was transferred to Maryborow
1930, and in August last was promas
first-class stationmaster.

The V.R. News Letter is issued mon
the Victorian Railways Commissioners :
railwaynan in the service. Personal parap
and other brief succinct contributions s
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licity Board, Head O ffice.

Wholly set up and printed in Aust
the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens-street, North Melbourne, I
Publishers—The Victorian Railways
missioners,
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arkable Model of ““Flying Scotsman™ Locomotive

'S model of the celebrated
Flving Scotsman ™  locomotive
= bwlt by a North Melbourne
to the order of Dr. Hubert
" Caulfield. It runs on a 104
: track, a little over 400 ft. in
the doctor’s spacious garden,
mstruction is vegarded as an
ng achievement.
lscomotive’s principal features
“wpe, Pacific (4-6-2); Wal-
nside admission wvalve gear
v valves and wacuum brakes ;
wcluding tender, 12 ft. 6 in.;
N in.; cylinders (2) 2% in.

diameter by 4% in. stroke:  driving
wheels, 13} in. diameter and bogie
wheels, 7 in. The boiler, which has a
grate area of 12 sq. in., was tested 1o
200 1b., and has a working pressure of
100 Ib. It is fitted with a Wootton
smokebox. The barrel s 11 in. in
diameter, and contains 32 flue lubes [
in. in diameter.

The tender, equipped with a 20-
gallon tank, has a driver’s seat, and
the locomotive, which is capable of
hauling a load of from 2 to 3 tons, has
a maximum permissible speed of 20
miles an hour.

Equipment for
Auto. Sub-stations

1 speed circuit breakers are
v being installed in seven of

automatic sub-stations In
~fied suburban area. Man-
crated traction sub-stations
mave these circuit breakers

high speed circuit breakers
~d localise damage to over-
rrical equipment, permanent
-olling stock electrical equip-
lowing lightning, 1nsulator
ns and other unusual causes.

-ally the whole of the neces-
spment is being obtained
hile apparatus already stand-
Department is being used.
~e auxiliary equipment for
and controlling the circuit
nas been developed and, with
eptions, manufactured at the
«rreet  electrical workshops.

Long Careers of Rail
Vehicles Ended

AMONGST a number of carriages
and trucks recently scrapped
because they had reached a stage
when major reconditioning was no
longer economically sound, were 26
vehicles which had been built be-
tween 50 and 60 years ago. In the
process of scrapping, all serviceable
material and fittings were reclaimed
from these vehicles for further use
by the Department.
NCLUDED in the vehicles, was a
workmen’s sleeping car (47W)
which was built 71 years ago !
Originally, it was a second-class pas-
senger car (67B), 27 {t. 34 in. long and
containing five compartments each
seating 10 passengers. It was con-
verted to a workmen’s sleeping car in
1907, remaining in service until 1932,
Modern second class country and
suburban passenger cars are 67 ft.
2 in. and 61 ft. 8 in. in length, with
respective seating capacities of 68
and 84.

First Reso Tour
Since 1929

IDESPREAD interest has
been aroused by the an-
nouncement that nomina-
tions are now being accepted for
inclusion in a Reso Train tour
in April next—the first tour since
1929.
ETWEEN April 16 and 21, the
Reso party will undertake an
extensive tour, visiting Camper-
down, Terang, Warrnambool, Merino,
Casterton, Mt. Gambier (S5.A.), Ararat
and Daylesford.

Since -its introduction in 1922,
the Reso train has made 17 tours
within the State, and four tours in
other parts of the Commonwealth—
Central Australia, West Australia, New
South Wales and Queensland.

Essentially educational and de-

velopmental in their objective,

Reso train tours have been in-

valuable in promoting a better

understanding between city and
country interests.

Reso tours are also recognised as
the ideal medium for enabling over-
seas visitors to Australia to gain a
clearer conception of our rural de-
velopment.

Among the representative groups
which have travelled on the Reso
train in Victoria are the Imperial
Press Conference Delegation (1925),
American Naval Officers (1925), Em-
pire Parliamentary Delegation (1926)
and New Zealand Farmers (1930).

In addition, tourists from the
Franconia and Malolo on round-the-

world cruises in 1927 and 1929, have
taken part in Reso tours.
As announced in last month’s

‘“ News Letter,” a series of Reso
train tours has been accepted by the
Centenary Council for inclusion in
the official programme of events.

——

Further Facility for
Nursery Patrons

NDER an arrangement recently
introduced by the Department,
suburban patrons of the Rail-

ways Nursery at Flinders-street station
can now add to the comfort of a visit
to the city.

Perambulators and go-carts may be
deposited at the home station and a
child left at the Nursery for three
hours, the fee for the combined cloak
room and nursery services being 1/-.

In addition to being a convenience
to travellers, the innovation will tend
to improve the timekeeping of trains.

Another “ selling point™ for railway
salesmen.
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Regulating
Transport

FTYHE passing of the Transport
Regulation Act during the clos-
ing hours of the Parliamentary

session places on the statutes a vitally

important and long overdue legislative
measure.

The Act establishes the principle
of regulation and control of transport
which has been persistently and strenu-
ously advocated by the Commissioners
for a number of years, and is a most
important step towards the economic
co-ordination of transport.

The numerous amendments which
were submitted during the passage of
the Bill through Parliament, both in
the Legislative Assembly and the
Legislative Council, indicate the keen-
ness of the debate, and give some idea
of the difficulties which faced the
Minister of Railways (Mr. R.G.Menzies)
in piloting the Bill through the House.

In a pamphlet issued by the Com-
missioners for the information of the
staff, the salient features of the legis-
lation are clearly set out. Of major
importance to the railways are the
facts that country road passenger
services and long distance goods
carriers operating for hire or reward
will not in future be permitted to be

a ‘“law unto themselves,” but will
be required to obtain licences to
operate under definitely prescribed
conditions.

The licences may be refused or
granted according to whether the
road operations are justified on grounds,
broadly, of convenience and necessity,
and having regard to the effect upon
the existing service. ]

The Act has departed in certain
respects from the recommendations of
the Transport Regulation Board. One
of the important departures relates to
vehicles used in the course of trade,
that 1s, for carrying the goods of the
owner.

The view expressed by that Board
was :

“,...where such vehicles arc
used for the transport as distinct
from what is commonly understood
as the collection and delivery of
goods, even though the transport be
used for or in connection with the
business concerned, we think that
from the stand-point of regulation
the same considerations apply to
them as apply to other vehicles used
for the transport of goods.

““In such cases, the ancillary
vehicles constitute a department
of a business rendering it a transport
service which hardly differs from
that which could be rendered by a
road haulier under contract.”

Under the Act, however, the
licensing authority will possess no
discretionary powers in regard to the
issue of licences in respect of such
vehicles. The licences must be issued
as a matter of right.

A COOL SUMMER

HE cool, congenial sunner cli-
Tmate which is alwavs a feature
at Mt. Buffalo National Park
was strikingly evidenced during the recent
heat wave over the rest of the State.
While in the city and country
districts  generally, temperatures had
soared 1o well over the century, visitors
at Mt. Buffalo were sevenely enjoving
their vacation awith the temperaiure
remaining in the seventies,
When the city temperature reached
107°5 on FJanunary 18, it was onlyv 78
degrees at Mt. Buffalo!

—_——

Record Sleeper Supplies
This Year

UPPLIES of sleepers already
S purchased since July 1, indi-

cate that this year’s quanti-
ties will eclipse all previous re-
cords. During the previous finan-
cial year, 925,000 sleepers were
obtained, while for the first 6
months of 1933-34, the sleepers
purchased totalled 750,000. For the
rest of the year, supplies will not be
on such a large scale.

OST of the sleepers are being

obtained from Crown Lands,

a relatively small proportion
only of the more durable timbers
being drawn from private property.

Departmental sleeper inspectors

are submitting the sleepers to the
customary rigorous test to ensure that
the timber 1s of matured growth and
that the sleepers are sound and free
from heart, sap, large knots or other
defects.
Life of a sleeper

The Department possesses a com-

prehensive record of renewals of
sleepers on each line. From these
records, prospective renewals each

year can be accurately determined.
The period of usefulness of a sleeper
varies, depending mainly on the kind,
character and size of the timber and the
traffic to which it i1s subjected.

Faster and heavier trains have re-
duced the life of a sleeper as compared
with a decade ago. Ironbark and box
sleepers endure longer than red gum,
which again last longer than mahoganyv
and yellow stringybark.

Based on renewals on all lines,
the average life of a sleeper in Vic-
toria is 30 years. On a number of
branch lines built about 45 years
ago, more than half of the original
sleepers are still in the track, but on
suburban and main lines built
about the same time, two renewals
have been necessary.

The new Board to administer the
Act will shortly be appointed, and
railwaymen will watch with great
interest the outcome of what is un-
questionably one of the most im-
portant Legislative measures enacted
in this State.

Dietitian for
Vic. Railway

N important development in

Department’s policy of ra

the general standard of ser
for train travellers is the decisior
appoint a dietitian to the staff of
refreshment services branch.

Sixty applications for the posi
which will be open to women
were received. The successful
plicant’s qualifications will need
embrace either the degree of Bache
of Science, the diploma of or tram
teachers’ certificate in domestic scies
or a trained nurse’s double certificas

The object in view is to hauw
highly trained specialist under wk
direction the wide practical experie
already possessed by the staft «
be reinforced by scientific knowle
and be co-ordinated in a systermw
fashion.

Advice will be given by the diet
tian regarding the choice of fooc
stuffs and the preparation and pre
sentation of food in a wholesom
and attractive way.

The appointee will act as a liz
officer between the Department &
its patrons, and she will also be =
able for consultation by any per
desiring a special diet. In add:
the dietitian will supervise the ser
rendered by waitresses and cours
hands.

Upon appointment, the die:
will study under an expert die:
at St. Vincent’s Hospital for 12 mors

This is the first appointment &«

the kind made by any of the railwa
systems in Australia or New Zealanc

— s

111 Special Trains F
Country Scholars

PECIAL school excursion traim

have been running at intervas
from many country centres
the metropolis since October las
and will continue until the end =
March. During February, mos
than 30 of these trains will be rus

AST season, 111 special 1
were chartered, carrying a
of 45,000 scholars, teachers

accompanying parents. It is prot
that these totals will be exces
during the present series.

Exceptionally low fares are aval
able by these special trains, typics

second-class return rates being: %
miles, 2, 1d. under 16 years, 3/8d. over
16, and 7.6d. for adults; 100 mile
3 4d., 7,10d. and 10/5d. respective

Beyond those distances the fares a=
on a correspondingly reduced basu

The most popular rendezvous «
the passengers on these special =
is St. Kilda ; large numbers alsc
Williamstown Beach, Brighton
Mordialloc. In addition, many ¢
trains run direct to the Zoolws
Gardens at Royal Park.
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Superannuation Act
Amendments

ECENT amendments to the
R Superannuation Act, which will

become operative on February
15, provide for increased rates of
contributions as from the pay day
June 7.

The following are examples of the
aggregate increase for a pension of
four units :—

Age next birthday at

which contributions
are paid o200 30 400 500 60

Increase (males) . 4d. 5d. 6d.10d. 1 10
In the casé of age 30 concession rate units,
the increase is appropriate to the age 30 ratc.

Review Rights

Each contributor will have the
right to review his position. He may
reduce the number of units to not

less than two, but he cannot reduce
below the number appropriate to his
salary those units for which he 1s
paving at a rate not higher than that
applicable to age 22 next birthday.
On the other hand, if he is not con-
tributing for the full number of units
appropriate to his salary he may in-
crease them.

100 per cent. Rail

A BRIEF but heartening note
from Stationmaster H. H. Dun-
can, of Maroona : ‘' This district's
wool clip for the 1933 season totalled
1000 bales. While not a very large
clip, it must be remembered that
the growers are scattered over a
wide area. Nevertheless, we can
boast of 100 per cent rail patronage
for this wool, not one bale being
sent by road. Can any other sta-
tion beat that record.”

An officer who reduces the number
of his units can obtain a refund of the
actuarial reserve portion of the contri-
butions paid for the surrendered units
or, he may apply the proceeds towards
an endowment assurance in respect of
a maximum of two units. In arriving
at the amount of the endowment assur-
ance, he will be given credit for the
Government's liability.

Basis of Refunds

With the exception of retrench-
ment and dismissal, refunds will be
made on an actuarial basis, ranging
according to age and period of con-
tributions from a minimum of 75
per cent. of the amount contributed.

The estate of a widower and an
unmarried officer who dies before
retirement will be entitled to a refund
of the actuarial reserve portion of the
contributions paid, less the amount,
if any, necessary to meet the cost of
any children’s pensions that may be
payable. This provision is retrospec-
tive to st January, 1926.

An officer who is 60 years of age and

retires before reaching the maximum
age for retirement, may elect to receive

a refund of the actuarial reserve portion
of his contributions in lieu of a pension.

Bright Prospects
for V.R.I.

WITH a steadily increasing member-
ship and a marked re-awakening.
of interest in many country centres,
the Victorian Railways Institute .has
entered upon 1934 with bright prospects.

FTER a drop in the number of
members to 9635 in February,
1931, a progressive campaign by
the Institute Council has raised the
membership to 11,327,
At Ararat, local railwaymen raised
sum of £1300 to provide a new
It will be officially

the
Institute building.
opened this month.
Mildura railwaymen and other
Government employes are now or-
ganising to obtain funds for a local
Institute. They are being supported
by the Town Council, the Chamber of
Commerce and other local bodies.

Although unable to allocate any
money towards the project, the De-
partment has made available a block
of land.

A feature of the plan is that the
proposed new Tourist Bureau,
providing accommodation for the
use of visitors, the distribution of
literature and the display of dis-
trict products, will be located within
the Institute.

The executive of the Bureau is
contributing £500 towards the cost
of the building.

A provisional committee is also
being formed at Quyen where local
railwaymen desire to possess Insti-
tute facilities. .

Various improvements are also
contemplated at a number of other
centres, notably Ballarat, Benalla and
Korong Vale.

o

Wheat Loadings are
Later This Season

LOW prices on the overseas markets,
and to a lesser degree, recent ad-
verse weather, have resulted in a de-
creased quantity of wheat being trans-
ported by rail this season.

P tll January 24, 3,168,912
bags of wheat had been railed
or 1,258,417 less than for the
corresponding period last year.
When the wheat from the Mallee
begins to move more freely and
heavier loadings are offered, advan-
tage will be taken of an important
test carried out towards the end of
last season.
In May last, a particularly heavy
wheat train of 1100 tons, consisting
of 52 trucks, was successfully hauled

direct from Donald to Geelong
without disturbing the loading en
route.

Previously, a similar load was

railed in three stages— Donald-Mary-
borough, Maryborough—Ballarat and
Ballarat-Geelong, necessitating the
changing of locomotives and a great
amount of additional marshalling of
trucks at Maryborough and Ballarat.
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Personal Postscript—

Spencer-st. S.M. Retires

STATIONMASTER J. C. Johnston of
Spencer-street went recently on his last
official inspection of his important domain.
He retired with a record of 47 years active
railroading to his credit. Excepting two
vears as a telegraph operator, he was engaged
on transportation work during the whole of
his railroad life. Twenty-seven years ago, he
received his S.M.’s cap, and then began a long
trek to numerous stations in the State. Ton-
gala, Sea Lake, Maroona, Woomelang, Mildura
and Korong Vale are just a few of the stahon;
he controlled before finally settling down in
the metropolis in 1922, when he became
S.M. at Flinders-street—the world’s busiest
passenger station. Seven vears later he
moved across the Viaduct to Spencer-s[re&t.

—A.C.H.

* X

*“ Weekly Notice” King

W ITH the retirement of Compositor Alf.
Bray on January 15, the Printing Branch
has been deprived of one of its most highly
respected and popular members. His de-
parture will be particularly regretted by the
younger employes because it was his delight
at all times to pass on his practical experience
gained during a life-long connection with
printing. Characteristically, he presented his
set of tools to one of the juniors when he
retired. Alf. joined the Printing Branch in
1889, and during the next 27 vears his par-
ncular job was to hand-set most of each issue
of the Weekly Notice. After the installation
of machines in 1926, he continued to work
on the make-up of the Weekly Notice until
his retirement. Alf. received an enthusiastic
farewell from his colleagues, on whose behalf
Mr. Milton Gray, Printing Officer, presented
him with some tangible recognition of their

regard for him. —G.H.O.
LA

February Birthdays

TATIONMASTER H. O'Hugan of Dar-
2 num, on the first ; Fireman J. Pilkington
of Traralgon and B’maker H. J. Calway of
Newport on the second; Yard Foreman P.
White of Melb. Yd., and Upholsterer H.
Opie, of Jolimont on the third ; Driver G.
Padgett of Benalla, Guard R. McKee of
Warragul, Engmemens Instructor W.
Hosking, Train Examiner C. McKenzie of
Geelong, Repairer W. J. McKay of Williams-
town, and Driver E. J. Corbett of Ararat,
on the fourth; B. M. Help W. F. Mayne of
Traralgon and Fireman S. W. O. Chant of
Seymour, on the fifth; Driver J. S. Nan-
carrow of Benalla, on the sixth ; Asst. Estate
Officer R. F. Calcutt, on the seventh;
Signalman R. Fawcett and Fireman J. T
Callahan of Ballarat, on the eighth; Guard
Q. C. Healey of Dimboola, on the ninth ;
Ganger T. Skermer of Nyora, and Plumber
W, Sharman of Ballarat, on the 10th ; Bendigo

Workshops Manager George Curtis, Rd.
Foreman W. Cashen, of N. Melb., Ganger
W. T. Reid of Pakenham and Optg. Porter
R. J. Simpson of Bruthen, on the 11th;
R.M.0% Clerk Dave Little and Alf. Gil
more, clerk to Commissioner N. C. Harris,
on the 12th ; W, & W. Engineer A, A. Brown,
on the 13th; Painter W. V. Bishop, of Sale,
on the 14th ; W. & W. Engineer W. Bromby,
and Repairer G. M. Jenkins, of Windsor,
on the 15th; Estate Officer R. A. Rankin,
and L.H. Upholsterer E. L. Stainer of N.
Melb., on the 16th; R.M.O. John Gordon,
Driver V. A, Collins, of Bendigo, and Cleaner
A. ]J. Sheppard of Korumburra, on the 18th ;
Driver Bert Rachinger, Shedman A. Bolitho
of Bendigo, and Signalman TF. Cook of
Benalla, on the 19th; Genl. Passgr. &
Freight Agent J. McCleliand and Rd. Fore-
man F. H. Kerr, of Qakleigh, on the 20th;
Repairer W. nghr of Ballarat, on the 22nd |
D.R.S. Supt. J. McLeod, of Bendlgo on the
23rd ; Roadmaster A. L. ‘Abbott, of N. Melb.
and Ldg Shunter E. J. Green, of Dandenong,
on the 24th; W. & W. Chief Clerk R. W.
Easterby and Carpenter H. S. Bullen, of
Shepparton, on the 25th; Chief 'Train
Despatcher W. R. Price, (;anger A. Gaylard,
of Toorak, B. Maker H. F. West of \Iewpon
and Rd. Foreman J]. P. O’Loughlin, of
Bendigo, on the 27th ; Chief Elec. Engineer
H. P. Colwell and L.H. Fitter A. Cameron,
of Newport, on the 28th. —L.F

* K

Lig! rn.ag Calculator

ENERALLY regarded as one

of the quickest railwaymen in

arriving at correct totals of
attznuated columns of revenue figures,
genial Mick Hayes, officer-in-charge
of the ticket supply division, has just
retired. Some years ago, he clinched
his claim to this distinction when it
was proposed to install comptometers
in the Audit Branch. A machine
operator and Mick set out on a long
and protracted test, and after one
hour’s solid work, Mick romped home
a winner by 10 minutes. His triumph
was complete when it was found that
his total was right, too. He was
associated with the Audit and
Accountancy Branches for 47 vyears,
joining the service when the Audit
Branch was located in a Collins-street
building. He was among the first of
the railway staft to occupy the present
Head Office in Spencer-street, when
it was opened in 1891. —B.S

Do Not Despair

if you think you will never be cured of
that aching head. Any one of the many
eye muscles may cause an acute head-
ache, so consult our Qualified Opticians
without delay, and they will fit you with
correct glasses.

Special Concession to Railwaymen and their families

Coles & Garrard rpty. L.

Sight Testing Opticians

370-2 Bourke Street, Melbourne, Cl

Last Mile Post

Maurice Edwin Kernot

MR M. E. KERNOT, M. Inst.
a former Chief Engmeer for R
Construction, who died last mont:
one of Australia’s foremost civil engs
and an acknowledged authority on ==
construction.

After his retirement in 1923, he de
a course of nine lectures as part of *
gineering course at the Melbourne
versity. He was a member of the |
of Engineering at the University for
vears.

Altogether, Mr. Kernot was a Goves
officer for 54 years, spending the fi
vears in the Water Supply Departmer
Jomed the Railway Construction Branc
it was formed in 1891, and after wid:
tical experience became Chief Engime
1907.

During his term as Head of the
he controlled the construction of 110
of railway in this State.

His reputation in the profession wa
that he was frequently called upon »
vestigate engineering problems for
Government Departments throughou
tralia. He was a member of the Co
which made preliminary enquiries :
construction of the Trans-Austra
way.

Christopher Patrick Mulle

R. MULLEN’S death last mon
result of an accident on the
Camberwell caused general regret thr
the Way and Works Branch, of which
one of the most widely-known mem
His death occurred on the eve of
parture for Ballarat following
from Road Foreman to Roadmast
Mr. Mullen was 54 years of age, 32
had been spent in the track section
branch. He passed successively thros
grades of repairer, platelayer, specia
and road foreman.

James Henry

T HE recent death of Mr. James
formerly a District Works Forem
retired from the Department in 1927
the fact that in 1910 he received th
Humane Society’s gold medal and -
medal from the Commissioners in
tion of his bravery in stopping a heav
wheat train which got out of contr
travelling down the Macedon bank.
With great courage, Mr. Henry, -
in the Guard’s van, climbed along t
over the trucks, and operating the
brakes on the trucks eventually su
in stopping the runaway train at =
after it had travelled 20 miles.

John Wakefield

NI JOHN WAKEFIELD, Au
oldest railway man, died lasL e
the age of 97.

He was born in England and imrm
after arriving in Victoria in 1855, h
the Hobson’s Bay Railway Compar

He remained with the Company
was taken over by the Government i-

As accountant, he wound up the =
the Company,

Mr. Wakefield had the distinction
the first ticket ever sold at the =
railway station.

The V.R. News Letter is issued mom
the Victorian Railways Commissioners
ratlwayman in the service, Personal pa
and other brief succinct contributions :
addressed to the Editor, Betterment am
licity Board, Head Office.

Wholly set up and printed in Aus
the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens-street, North Melbourne,
Publishers—The Victorian Railwawm
missioners.,
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“ITION TO the calico sign in this
:re, a further sign is exhibited
=¢ Elizabeth-st. entrance to
ers-st. station.

“urther reference in Page 2.)

ring Early for
:. Buffalo N. Park

BUFF ALO National Park’s
sularity as a winter resort is
wohasised by the heavy advance
[ready made for the conung
ison.  The numbers booked
e at the corresponding period
<

tion to a large number of
iual bookings for the week
encing July 20, accommoda-
cen teserved for a party of
ielaide.

he three weeks beginning
il the single rooms at The
ve  been reserved. This
Jludes the Winter Sports
July 27-August 9), which
the year's biggest events for
of ski-ing and other winter

Zuffalo National Park is, of
an in-season-at-all-seasons
It is significant to mention

«' the single rooms at The

=ave already been reserved
next Christmas holiday

CENTENARY ADDS
TO BIG TASK

LTHOUGH precise details of
A the itinerary of H.R.H. Prince

George are not yet available,
preliminary discussions concerning
the Royal visitor’s rail travel are
already proceeding in the Depart-
ment.

HILE past experience gained

during Royal visits in 1901,

1920 and 1927 will serve as
a valuable guide to the Royal Train
arrangements and the huge volume of
rail traffic expected, the fact that the
Centenary Celebrations will be in
progress increases the task confronting
the Department.

The work associated with the pro-
vision and scheduling of the Royal
Train alone calls for a vast amount of
organisation.

On the last occasion, the visit of
Their Royal Highnesses the Duke
and Duchess of York, comprehensive
instructions were issued for the running
of the Royal Train. A special circular
comprising eight closely-printed pages
was issued, covering detailed instruc-
tions from the preparation of loco-
motives to the manning of level
crossings en route.

Royal Train Praised

Despite the fact that local func-
tions frequently extended beyond
the allotted time, resulting in a
departure from schedule at certain
intermediate stations, an unbroken
record of punctuality was main-
tained by the Royal Train.

When Their Royal Highnesses left
on their homeward journey to England,
the Duke of York personally conveyed
to the Commissioners his high ap-
preciation of the rail arrangements,
and stated that he had '‘never
travelled in more comfort.”

It is interesting to recall that the
presence of the Duke and Duchess at
the Anzac Day march of 30,000 ex-
servicemen through the streets of
Melbourne was responsible for a
unique record in railway traffic.

On that day, more than 1,000,000
passenger journeys were made on
the suburban electrified railway
system-—the greatest number ever
handled in one day.

he V.R. News Letter
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“Road Motor Transport

Means Fruitgrowers Loss’

TATING that ‘‘fruitgrowers are

suffering severe losses through
irregular deliveries by motor transport,”
the Wholesale Fruit Merchants of Mel-
bourne have addressed a striking State-
wide appeal to growers to utilise the
railways instzad* of*ro*ad transport.

It is pointed out that the apparent
advantage of direct road transport from
orchard to the market is an illusion,
and that the growers are losing by
patronising roacL motor services.

% * *

The statement concludes : “ We
earnestly counsel you in your own
interests to revert fo the steady and
approved method of sending fruit by
rail in the previous orderly manner,
accompanied by advice notes, so that
the business of selling fruit on your
behalf can be attended to with regu-
larity, promptness and efficiency—these
elements being impossible under the
motor transport system.”

Lower Interstate Fares
For Centenary ?
SPECIAL traffic and tourist
A officers’ conference, repre-
senting the Commonwealth
and all the States, was recently
convened to consider measures for
stimulating interstate rail trafhc
to Melbourne during the Centenary
Celebrations.
rJYHE conference occupied two days,
and 1ts recommendations are now
receiving the consideration of
the various railway administrations.
Among the matters discussed at
the Conference were the nature and
duration of rail concession fares from
all parts of the Commonwealth to
Melbourne, special interstate trains
for the more important Centenary
functions, concessions in freight rates
on various exhibits, and the launching
of an extensive publicity campaign
within the Commonwealth.
e e—
Ashburton Through
Running in May Next
EGINNING in May next, train
travellers on the Ashburton line

will have the benefit of a
“ through " service to and from
the city with some of the trains

running during peak periods of traffic.
The work of extending the plat-
forms at Riversdale, Golf Links,
Hartwell, Burwood and Ashburton
will be put in hand immediately.
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“Travel by Train
—and Relax”’

HE latest slogan of the De-
parttent—"‘ Travel by Train—
and Relax "—gives a definite

significance to a travel advantage

which is possessed by the railways
alone among all forms of land trans-
port.

It is at once an arresting reminder
of a fact which is pronc to be over-
looked when speed is made paramount,
regardless of the
venience of the passenger. It is, in
brief, a suggestion that there
pleasure in travel derivable from the

comfort or con-

is a

feeling of being able to ‘' spread”
and relax.

The railways afford unlimited
opportunities for that all-important
relaxation, including facilities for
reading, writing and sleeping. On
country trains, toilet facilities are

available at all times, and generally
rail travel, especially on long distances,
is more agreeable and less exhausting
than road motor transport.

Nothing conduces more to
laxation while travelling by train than
the feeling of complete safety.

re-

“You know you're safe when you
travel by train. If you don’t know, ask
any insurance company. (Ask at the
same time about other methods of
transport.)”

So runs a passage in the folder
wherein the Department elaborates
its latest slogan.

Too much emphasis cannot be
placed upon the reliability of the
men and cquipment associated with
the railways. First and foremost, each
railwayman connected with train opera-
tion is physically sound in every way.
His eye-sight and hearing must con-
form to a very high standard, and,
what is of equal consequence, he is a
trained, experienced man who has
graduated in the principle of ** Safety
Always.”

The trains move along an exclusive
right-of-way, and the equipment,
regularly tested and examined as a
safety precaution, is as dependable as
human ingenuity can make i1t.

No matter from what angle the
guestion is viewed, the many comforts
of rail travel are definitely superior,
and are epitomised in one word—
relaxation.

More Room for
Rail Nursery

TEADILY increasing patronage
at the Railways Nursery, Flinders-

street  Station  Buildings, has
necessitated further extensions to the
accommodation.

N additional, spacious cot-room
is now being furnished and
fitted to harmonise in color and

appointments with the remainder of
the Nursery.

With the provision of this extra
room, the Nursery will comprise two
playrooms, three cot-rooms, a kitchen
and reception room, or a total of
2100 sq. feet.

When the Nurserv was cstablished
in June last, the total floor space was
800 sq. feet.

Service

A SMART piece of work was per-
formed by the Department's
repair gang on Sunday, February
11, when trains were delayed at
Footscray following damage to the
overhead gear by lightning.
THE Overhead Superintendent
was notified of the damage at 1.30
p-m., and although the men and
equipment had to be sent by
emergency motor truck from Mei-
bourne, repairs were completed
by 1.58 p.m., the time occupied
between the first news of the
mishap and the restoration of the
service for mormal running being
only 28 minutes.

Scottish Delegation’s
Tour Finalised

ABLE advice has now been received
from London that the itinerary of
the Scottish Delegation, which will visit

Victoria during the Centenary, has
been finalised.
YHE Delegation, which is ex-

pected to comprise up to 200

persons, will arrnve at Fremantle
on October 9, Adelaide, October 13,
and Melbourne, October 13, depart-
ing for Canberra and Sydnev by rail
on November 9.

In addition to attending the Royal
Show, Melbourne Cup and other
important Centenary events, the Dele-
gation will make an extensive tour of
country areas where, with the co-
operation of civic authorities and local
Caledonian Societies, the visitors will

inspect the leading industrial and
agricultural features.
Optional tours, embracing visits

to New South Wales, Queensland and
T'asmania, have also been supplied to
the London organisers.

In this State, the tour organisation
i1s being controlled by the Betterment
and Publicity Board on behalf of the
Victorian  Scottish  Union, Burns
Philp & Co. Ltd., and Dean and
Dawson Ltd., of London.

Benefits of Improv
Rail Equipment

HE benefits to be derived from

proved railway equipment
recently demonstrated in a test
ducted by the Loads Committee w
“C" class locomotive hauling a 150
goods train (equal to 59 vehicles
Woodend to Melbourne, assisted is
rear from Woodend to the top of Mac
** bank.”

HE locomotive was fitted

a cross compound pump

the leading 30 vehicles—3
cent. of the train—were equ
with automatic couplers.

With the old type coupling
standard air pumps, it is nece
in order to ensure safe runnin:
a succession of long down grac
that goods trains stop at the @
the Ivlacedon ‘‘bank” so th
accordance with the load of the
a number of hand brakes may
plied, and to stop again at Su
to lift the hand brakes. These
involve a delay of nearly 20 m
The top of Macedon bank is 1
above sea level; Sunbury,
T'rains, therefore, descend 120
a distance of 22 miles.

Auto-Couplers’ Influence

With sufficient automs
coupled vehicles at the head
train and a cross compound pus
the locomotive, the slack ac:
the train was reduced and the
of the pump ensured a rapid rect
of the brake system througho.
train after each release of the
in readiness for the next app!
and without the assistance o
brakes.

The test demonstrated that tra
this length and weight, hauled
suitably equipped locomotive, cas
be handled down the gradients «
section without recourse to hand »
Apart from the elimination of tws
to apply and lift hand brakes
consequent delay to the tr
method of operation will facil
movement of succeeding traim
increase tne capacity of the line

—— ———

New Raisin

NTERESTING facts concernisg
health-giving properties of
bread are succinctly set out in &
just issued by the Hailways Depas
announcing that the Railways
is now making raisin bread in t=
—a new 3d. loaf and the original
f IYHE new loaf will be
palatable and nutritious
larger one. ‘Ihe raisins «
continue to be the best su
products of Mildura and dis
It is worthy of mention
raisin achieved its proper stz
food when it appeared in
raisin bread made by the
Department in 1923, Sinc
nearly 1,600,000 loaves, c
360,000 lb. of raisins, have be
duced at the Railways bakery &
Melbourne.



1934

V.R. NEWS LETTER

Won Both Ways

'SWERING Stationmaster H.
<. Duncan, of Maroona, who
w2 month’s ‘“News Letter ' asked
s record of 100 per cent. rail
%: for the entire wool clip of
nales could be beaten, Station-
¢r F. Young says that there
: similar gratifying sequel to
sroduction of Longwood’s 1100
clip.
w=ificantly, he adds that the
mned efforts of the Commercial
«. the local carrier and his own
¥ resulted in 300 bales sent by
a2 1932 being regained for the
WAYS.

Melb.-Williamstown
Link — in 1855

secent decision of the Melbourne
wr Trust Commissioners to
+ bridge over the railway line at
“wore end of Station Pier, Port
, recalls the little known fact
W 355 it was proposed to construct
scross Hobson’s Bay to a point

Gellibrand lighthouse at
maiown.
"OUNDED by two Mel-

.me civil engineers, Thomas
‘ham and Thomas E. Rawlin-
scheme was estimated to
200,000,
w proposed that the pier should
ace at the terminus of the
street—-Sandridge (Port Mel-
railway—Australia’s first raii-
:5 was opened on 13th September,
v2s  linking Williamstown with
“«lbourne.
ster was to be 1} miles long
‘cet wide, with provision for
sets of railway track. The
tracks were for shipping
and the others for through
between Williamstown and
=e. It was intended that the
e —Geelong railway should
be deviated via Williamstown.
stline ot the scheme, together
s, i1s now in the Department’s
=, but nothing is known of
w.ns which prevented the work
-ried out.
e e

ua Takes Mildura’s

Citrus Cordials

.DURA’S citrus fruit cordials
ire evidently gaining a world-
ide reputation as, according
nmaster J. C. Tilson, repeat
-om overseas are now being

~tv, 20 cases of lemon and
quash and orange juice were
«d by rail from Mildura to
wme and were loaded into the
la” in excellent condition.
consignment, which weighed
‘> cwt.,, was destined for
on the borders of Thibet.
~ipped as far as Karachi, the
vrport close to the Baluchistan
and then began a long rail
«. journey to its destination.

Success of Altered ‘“C’’ Class Locos.

Grouping of District
Offices at Ballarat

N extensive rearrangement and
A concentration of district ad-

ministrative offices at Ballarat
was completed last month.

The district headquarters staffs of
the three main operating branches—
Transportation, Rolling Stock and
Way and Works—are now located in
the one group of offices, thus ensuring
closer co-ordination and simplitving
district administration.

The train control centre formerly
located at Maryborough, has been
transferred to Ballarat, and is now
situated in the administrative section.

A feature of the train control division
is that the whole of the ceiling and
portion of the four walls have been
fitted with ‘“ Sorbsoun’ acoustic tiles
which have a sound-absorbing value
greatly in excess of ordinary building
materials.

Ballarat Control thus becomes one
of three rooms in the Department
which have been acoustically treated,
the others being Central Control and
the Powers Machine Division in the
Head Office at Spencer-street.

The old telephone switchboard at
Ballarat has been replaced by one of
more modern design with a maximum
capacity of 100 lines. This switch-
board will be the new centre for all
telephone business within the Ballarat
railway area.

As part of the general scheme, the
selector telephone system has been
extended beyond Birchip to Ouyen,
which  will also be controlled by
Ballarat. In addition, the Ballarat—
Ararat selector telephone system will
be controlled from Ballarat instead of
Ararat.

W.A. Excursions
Specially Low Fares

Return tickets at specially low
return fares are now on issue for
travel by the Trans-Australian railway
to Kalgoorlie and Perth. The tickets,
available for return for three months,
will be on issue until May 31.

The ordinary and special excursion
return fares compare as follow :—

Melbourne or Ordinary
Ballarat to— 1st 2nd
Perth ... L4306 60 L1920
Kalgoorlie C426 12 60 L1619 0

Melbourne or Excursion
Ballarat to— Ist 2nd
Perth ... £26 16 6 £16 15 6
Kalgoorlie .£23 6 0 £1414 ©

These fares include reserved seats,
sleeping berths .where provided and
all meals from Port Augusta to Perth.

|
|

RUNNING TIMES
REDUCED

HIGHLY satisfactory results following
the recent modification of the front
end of ““ C" class locomotives have been
disclosed by a series of tests which were
conducted to ascertain the actual extent
of the improvement in the performance
of these locomotives.

HE first step in the modification

of these locomotives was the

introduction of the self-cleaning
type of smoke-box. This resulted in
improved steaming capabilities, and
prevented the accumulation of ashes
in the smoke-box on the three loco-
motives so altered.

Further alterations were then made
to “C5” by reducing the height of
the blast pipe, and increasing its cap
diameter from 5% in. to 5§ in. and also
increasing the diameter of the chimney.

Arrangements were also in course
to increase the size of the superheater
elements and as soon as the material
became available, ** C9 *’ was equipped
with 14 in. elements instead of 14 in.,
this alteration being additional to
those previously effected. The larger
elements reduce the pressure drop
between the boiler and the cylinders.

Progressive Gains

Later; the blast pipe cap of *“ C9 "
was enlarged from 5% in. to 6 in,
diameter, which improved the steam-
ing of the locomotive, and at the same
time decreased the back pressure in
the cylinders, which is opposed to
efficient operation.

With each progressive step im-
proved locomotive performance was
obtained, the sum total of the im-
provement ranging from 3 per cent. at
4 m.p.h. to 23 per cent. at 36 m.p.h.

Amended running schedules have
since been issued for through goods
trains, hauled by the altered loco-
motives, on the Melbourne-Bendigo
section, which provide for reductions
of 51 minutes on the ‘‘ up " journey
and 42 minutes on the ‘ down,” with
the ruling grade load of 555 tons.

Amended running schedules for
similar trains on the north-castern
line, are now being prepared.

“A2"” Class Tests

The success of the experiments
with the ““ C " class locomotives has
led to similar tests with ““A2 " class
locomotives, with the object of ob-
taining fuel economy and more
efficient operation, and these tests
will shortly begin in conjunction
with the Dynamometer car which
has proved invaluable in accurately
determining the value of the improve-
ments eftected.
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Personal Postscript—

A Sitgnal Success

EARLY 25 years ago, the unflagging

enthusiasm of Alfred Galbraith, then a
signalman, was rewarded when Mr. W, Fitz-
patrick, former Chief Railway Commissioner,
approved of the formation of the Victorian
Railways Institute. It was no surprise
when the search for a General Secretary,
resulted in Mr. Galbraith being selected
for the job. Now, after a long and popular
term of office, Mr. Galbraith has retired.
He recalls that from its humble beginning
with a membership of 3000 and one educa-
tional centre, the V.R.I. now has nearly
12,000 members, 23 educational centres, a
course of 20 subjects, a library of 64,000
volumes and nine billiard rooms, as well as
other social amenities. It is impossible to
assess the valuable influence which the
V.R.I. has exerted upon the educational,
social and sporting lives of railwaymen
who have been privileged to be members.
Mr, Galbraith’s cheery presence will be
missed by the many members who had
become his close personal friends.—A.P.R.

Vocational Expert

OB. WALLACE, Staff Clerk in
B the RBallarat District  Supt’s.

office for more than a decade,
who has been loaned by the Com-
missioners to fill the position of Voca-
tional Guidance O fficer with the Ballarat
Vocational Council, will find his new
post a congemal one. His own eager-
ness and ambition to progress has found
expression in a desire to help youths
start their business careers in positions
best suited to their particular inclina-
tions and abilities. He 1is tackling his
big job with characteristic enthusiasm.
kis tabulated and detailed record of ali
boys and girls leaving school, supple-
mented by personal interviews, making
him, to use a colloquialism, the ** daddy
of them all.”’ Despite his busy Ufec
with the Vocational Council, he intends
contimuing as V.R.I. instructor in short-
hand, typewriting and commercial course.

R.

Fudicial

H IGH tributes by departmental and union
advocates to Mr. H. W. Clark’s judicial
fairness while Chairman of the Board of
Discipline for five years marked a recent
representative farewell gathering. Special
reference was made to the wide practical
railway experience, coupled with a clear

understanding of actual opcrating conditions,
which he brought to the responsible office of
Chairman. Before appointment as Chair-
man, he had been the Commissioners’ re-
presentative on the Board. Mr. Clark
joined the Department in 1834 as a lad porter,
and after passing through the grades of
shunter, clerk and S.M. in many parts of
the State, he was appointed Asst. Supt. of
Melbourne Yard in 1910. Nine vears later,
he became Supcrintendent. In 1926, Mr,
Clark succeeded Mr. J. Conlan as Supt. of
Goods Train Service from which position
he retired in 1928.—L.J.N.

After the Cup

IN railway tennis circles, the selection of

the Australian Davis Cup team was a
relatively unimportant phase compared with
the forecasting of the V.R.I. Interstate
tennis team to play in Sydney next month
for the ‘“Blanch”™ Cup. After carefully
considering the merits of the various players
the selectors chose Alec. Cobham (Trans-
portation), Wally Ahern (Rolling Stock),
Laurie O’Brien (Transportation), Ralph
Place (Secretary’'s), Ray Renfrey (Rolling
Stock), and Ray Ryan (Transportation).
Each 1s a player of merit, and should fully
extend the N.SW. railway team, despite
the opposition’s strength which includes
Aubrey Willard, the vanquisher of Vivian
McGrath in the recent Vic. championships.
The manager of the team will be Prosecuting
Officer J. F. Hennessy to whose enthusiasm
the revival of the games after a lapse of four
vears is largely responsible. The matches
will be played on the Rushcutter’s Bay
courts where the visiting British players
recently defeated Australia.—W.T.T.

March Birthdayvs

FITTER A. T. TWELLS of Geelong, on
the first; Fireman A, Dawson of
North Melbourne Loco. and Asst. Station-
master J. J. McDonough of Watchem, on
the second; Commissioner M. J. Canny
Senior Tramn Despatcher A. McLean of
Bendigo, Staff Board Member T. F. Brennan,
and Clerk M. Stanistreet of Room 2, on the
third ; Chief Foreman W. T. Cornish, of
North Melbourne, on the fourth; Shunter
W. J. Lacy of Melbourne Yard, on the fifth ;
Driver S. Parker of Colac, Auditor of Ex-
genditure N. J. Lester and Train Examiner
. Gill of North Melbourne, on the seventh ;
R.S. Clerk A. J. Paul of Ararat on the
eighth; Clerk Bill Conroy of G. P. and
F.As office, on the 10th; Lineman H.
Alexander of Dandenong, and Road Foreman
E. Schurer of Ballarat, on the 1l1th;
Signalman J. Price of Bendigo, and Ldg.
Hand Fitter L. B. Mudge of Geelong, on
the 12th; District Engineer T. ]. Bye,
Provedore L. C. Brown and Man Power
Officer F. P. O'Dea, of North Melbourne
Loco. on the 13th; Elec. Train Driver

are your most precious possession.

Do You Suffer from 2
Eyestrain $

If so, do not neglect your eyes any longer; they
Consult our
Qualified Opticians, and if necessary, they will fit
you with modern glasses to correct your vision.

Special Concession to Railwaymen and their families

Coles & Garrard pty. L.

Sight Testing Opticians

370-2 Bourke Street..... Melbourne, Cl

D. P. Ryan, of Glen Waverley, on the

Fireman G. Mitchell of Bendigo.

Transportation Staff Officer P. T. M
Fitter W. J. Lonsdale of Ballarat,

C. A. Potter of Traralgon, and Fime
P. Casey of Maryborough, on the

Works Foreman E. G. Armstrong of Ge
on the 17th; S. and T. Engineer

Malan on the 20th; Train Examine
Dunn of Benalla, on the 21st; Clea
G. Clements of Traralgon, on the =
Guard T. H. Flynn of Melbourne

Boilermaker R. Hill of Ballarat, W. a-
Staff Clerk J. A. Norris, S. and T. >
N. S. Smyth of Ballarat, and Asst, St
master G.” E. McKemmish of Croyd
the 23rd; Lineman P. Hyde of
on the 25th; R.S. Branch Chief Cle
I.. Dickinson and Train Examiner D. I
of Dandenong, on the 26th; Driver
Dwyer of Warragul, and Ldg. Por
O’Brien of Bendigo, on the 27th; Su
Loco. Supplies E. Dillon on the

Foreman C. and W. Builder J. H. I
sham of North Melbourne and Fitter
Telling, on the 28th; Driver C, Cr
Ararat, and Parlor Car Conductor W. !
on the 30th; Clerk Jack Cordwe«
G.S.T.’s office, and Signalman P. J. Fus
of Benalla, on the 31st.—L.F.

Relieving Record

NlNETEEN years (16 of the
consecutive) as a reliews
stationmaster was Harry OL
record. His recent retirement &
officially at least, brought an enc
his nomadic habits. It seemw
that he was destined to see a lot
the V.R. system, as, shortly af
joining the service as a porter
1890, he was for a time relieving
that division. He was appoizs
S.M. at Elsternwick in 1930,

13 months later his friends w
only mildly surprised to hear ¢

he had once again resumed ro
ing as R.S.M. Besides relieving
such important centres as Spenc
st., Ballarat, Bendigo and Geelws
Harry on several occasions &
charge of Williamstown Pier.
retains vivid memories of
particularly hectic seasons at =
Pier when nearly 20 million b
of wheat were railed to that d
for shipment overseas.—W.F.

Carlton’s Choice

LAYING member of the Carlton

football team for 6 years ..
state wing-man . . . . selected as t&
and fairest wing-man in 1920 . . .
representative on football committee
president, secretary or treasurer of !
wick City cricket club during past 17 &
Such in brief was the record of ™
Chandler, Staff Clerk of the Refre
Services Branch, when he became a ca»
for the secretaryship of the Carlton =
club. He duly won, and now enter
his job in what promises to be one
most successful in the League’s
All clubs will be striving to gain Ces
honors, and since wise club admin:s
is just as big a factor in success as a chs
team, observers agree that Carlte
entrusted its affairs to one well-ecu
for the task. Newton has been a railv
for 23 years. He was in the Transpe
Branch until 1919 when he transferrec
present branch.—M.T

The V.R. News Letter is issued moriy
the Victorian Railways Commussioners i
raflwayman in the service. Personal para
and other brief succinct contributions sh
addressed to the Editor, Betterment ar:
licity Board, Head Olffice.

Wholly set up and printed in Aust=
the Victorian Railways Printing °
Laurens-street, North Melbourne, i
Publishers—The Victorian Railways
missioners.
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ENTHUSIASTIC
SEND-OFF

ORE than 300 railway-
men, representing many
sections of the Depart-

=1, attended an enthusiastic send-

o the Chairman of Commissioners,
H. W. Clapp. and to Mr. R. G.

whart on Friday evening, March 23,

the Victorian Railways Institute,
bourne. 'The Deputy Chairman
Commissioners (Mr. N. C. Harris)

aded.
"It has been stated that we have
#ung to learn from the railways of

world,” said the Hon. R. G.
zies, M.L.A. (Acting Premier,
srney-General and  Minister  of

ays). ‘' It has also been said
the problems confronting the
orian Railways are identical with
overseas. The very fact that

R. N. C. HARRIS
has been appoint-
¢d Deputy Chairman
Commissioners
while Mr. Clapp is
abroad. Mr. Harris,
who became a Com-
missioner 12 months
ago, was formerly
Chief Mechanical
Engineer for five
years.

problems are universal through-
the world today is the most
anding reason why we should
out what i3 happening in the
way systems abroad.”

Mr. Menzies paid a tribute to the
ian Railways system. He said
he had bad experience of other
ralian railways, but he had not
the same quality of disinterested
ce that was being given by the
symen in this State.

Responding to the toast of his
th, which was supported by Mr.
moissioner M., Canny, NMr. Clapp
d that while in America he had
4 of the wonderful service being
wrmed by the railwavmen  of
wria. " When 1 came home 14
ago, [ was not disappointed, und
ve never been disuppointed because
vthing that | had heard about the
waymen in this State was more
true.

[t has been said that the present
standard of team-work and co-

AU REVOIR

N the eve of my departure
O on a visit of inspection of

the more important over-
seas ratlwav systems, I desire to
take this opportunity to bid au
revoir to all Victortan Railway-
men.

At no period in their history
have railroads the world over been
Saced with problems so difficult of
solution as those which now con-
front them.

Of recent vears there has been
an intensive study of the measures
necessary to protect the invest-
ments which modern rail systems

represent.
My mission is directly con-
cerned with the first-hand in-

spection of fur-reaching improve-
ments in rolling stock and general
ratlway  equipment which have
been introduced after full re-
search and <all practicable tests
to provide, by the mast economical
means, the rail transport services
demanded by present day con-
ditions.

will enable me to collute

information that will subse-
quently  prove  heneficial  in
helping  to  solve  our  oun
problems in Victoria.

I am encouraged by the know-
ledge that vour good wishes for
successful tour go tcith me, and
the assurance that my colleagues
can relv upon vour loval co-
operation and wwhole-hearted team
work In operating this great
service fur the benefit of the
citizens of Victoria.

Blukbrh Gl

I AM confident that my tour

operation existing in the service is
due to me.” continued Mr. Clipp.
" On the contrary, 1t isx the result of
intelligent co-or rative etfort among
men who have exhibited the greatest
degree of service and fellowship that
[ have ever encountered.

" Despite hardships and great dis-
appointments during the past three or
four years, the railwaymen of Victoria
have performed their great work in the
most praiseworthy manner.

Mr. Clapp Leaves On Important Mission Abroad

RAIL, ROAD, AIR
INVESTIGATION

HE outstanding railway de-
I velopment last month was
the announcement that the
Chairman of Commissioners
(Mr. H. W, Clapp) had completed
arrangements for an official visit
to U.S.A.,, Canada, Great Britain
and Europe.

E left Sydney in the Niagarva
on March 29, accom panied by
Mr.

sioners’

R. G. Wishart, Commis-
Special Officer, and expects
to return to Mel-
bourne in Decem-
ber next.

The principal ob-
ject of the mission
is to investigate im-
portant  develop-
ments in rail, road
and air transport in
order to increase the

general  efficiency
~of the Victorian
Railways system.
Special attention
will  be directed
to the improved,
Mr.H. W.Clapp  ,und-proofed,
high-speed articulated rail passenger

vehicles. These cars, which are much
huhter than the standard passenger
equipment hitherto used throughout

the world, indicate a possible re-
volutionary change in rail transport.
. &
R. WISHAR'I" has been very
closely  associated  with  the
Administration  of  the De-
partment for nearly 2V years.

He joined the
Service ds a4 junior -
clerk in the Trans-
portation Branch in
1906 and was sub-

sequently  con -
nected with  the
Wav  and  Works

staff ofhice.
Selected for
trunster  to  the
Secretary's Branch
in 1915, Nr. Wish-

art afterwards be-

came  secretary to
NMro G HL Sutton,
then Secretary for  Mr. R.G. Wishart
Railwavs.  He was also seeretary
two former Commissioners  (Nessrs,
C. Miscamble and I, B Nolomby)
and to Mr. Clapp.
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Advent of
Streamlined Train

URING  NMr. Clapp's othienal
visit overseas, he will make an
msestwtion of high speed heht

weight passenger units, one of swhich
made 1ts imnal appearance i February
last on the Union Paofic Ratroad in
Chivcago.

Resembling o huge acroplane fuse-
lage on wheels, the root and bottom
of the cars are painted a golden brown,
and  sides a0 canary vellow s Apart
from the startling contour of the cars
and their low-swuny hugging of the
rails, the most vivid impression s that

of tremendous power and  strength.
The wabular,  aluminium-allov con-
struction  that. forms the car bodies

ends in a graceful tin-lke il

A speed of 110 miles an hour 4O
miles as a cruising speed  can be
produced by the GO0 hpo Veotvpe
engine, which burns distillate. 'he
engine  runs  a  directly  connected
generator producing clectricity for the
two traction motors mounted on the
axles of the front bogie.

Scientific streambining enables the
train to travel with the least possible
resistance  and  a minimum  ofair
disturbance behind,  Sealed windows
are flush with the outer surface, doors
close like those of an acroplane, vesti-
bules completely covered  only a few
inches of the wheels showing where
they meet the rails,

Scientific Design

Inside the cars, there is a distinet
impression of roominess, of deciled
difference in the general atmosphere,
of simple but striking desien. There
are seats {or 16 passengers in two
cars.

Air-conditioning x4 feature
throughout the train. The  air s
filtered.  ‘T'he windows are of shatter-
proof glass, while the doors are auto-
matic in their co-ordination with the
folding steps, and in the closeld posi-
tion contorm to the streamhining,

In its complete form, the new train
represents a combination of the scien-
uhe  development  of  aeronautcal,
automotive and ratlroad desizh. BEach
of the hasic component parts represents
elements which have been successtully
tested in one or another of  these
fields.

But only in the fact that it operuates
on wheels and rails, that 1ts operations
have all, and more, of the satety
features of usual rail travel, thar s
internal arrangements combine more
developed features than the conven-
tional trains—only in these particulars
does it resemble the passenger train
with which the Australian public 1s
familiar.

VRONEWS LETTER
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New Name-plates for

Suburban Stations
NOLIOWING trials ot Voorak and

Caulticld  stauons, an unproved
tvpe of  station af-
fording greater visibility, particularly
at nieht time, has now been adopted
by the Commissioners,

T Phe new desien ditfers materidly
from the present tvpe in general use
on suburban stations.  Ttis of o target
design, with black Jettering on s white
enamel hackground.

It s proposed to plice the new
mame-plates on buildings and electric
lieht standards at Hawksburn, "Toorik,
Amadate, Malvern and Caaltield
stutions at an carly date,

name-plate

‘Miss B. Wilmot 1s N

Service

N a letter dated March 6 to
the Charrman of  Conumis-
sioners, Nro Vo B0 Adams,

Mapager, 7 Mount Elephant Sta-
ton,” Derrimmallum said ¢

1 have much pleasure in bringing
under your notice the exceptionally
good service I have received from the
Stationmaster at Derrinallum since
he has been here. Shortly before
Christmas, [ cailed on him during
the middle of the night, in order to
obtain some stack covers that 1 was
expecting, as it had commenced to
rain very heavily.

1 wanted, if possible, to save a hay-
stack we had been building. He im-
mediately got up in the pouring rain,
and produced the covers from out of
a truck. I always feel little services
like this, in the right spirit, countys so
much.”

More 2nd Class Room

on Suburban Trains

S an experiment, the " G com-

posite first and second cars running
at peak periods on the Sandringham
Essendon line were made available last
month as all-second-class vehicles.

it the trial is satistactory, a similar
alteration will be made on the Franks-

ton  line, with future extensrons to
other lines depending  upon  trathe
requirements.

Recent statistics revealed that there
was an excess of second-class over
tirst-class travellers on suburban in s
generallv, and it is anticipated  that
additional seating accommodation for
42 second-class  passengers on each
train throughout the peak pertods will

cope with the situation.
T'he total seating accommodation
on u suburban  seven-car train, in-

cluding the composite G car,

s 62X comprising 324 Hrst-class and
304 second-class. Under  the  new
arrungement,  the  noapectine  seating
capacities will be 252 and 46,

These ("7 cars are the utihty
passenger  vehicles  of  the  Depart-
ment’s coaching stock, being specially
designed  for use on  country  lines
during  holiduy  pertods. Uhev  are
fitted with wzas highting for use when
withdrawn from the electric services.

Railway Dietitian

In selecting  Miss Betty 1
B.Se.. for the  position of
divtitian  the  first appointment

kind on any Australian or New Zs
rarlieay svstem the [)z‘pmlnuv
obtamed  a most accomplivhe
versatile voung lady.

After a brillinmt term at N
Flall, Miss Wilot won o sche
for the Melbourne Universin
she  was a conspicuously sue
student n biochenistry, bacte
and physioloy,

In the nudst of a busy hte
Unbversitn, Miss . Wilmot e
qualities ot leadership by her
participation  in - various  ph
University life. She was press
the Debating Society and also
g representative on the Un
Women's Council,

Miss Wilmot now enters upos
months' course of special tuir
dietetics at St. Vincent's Hospita
which she will be attached to twm
freshment Services Branch.

L ad

Holiday Train
Association Fo

N imteresting sequel 1o the §
A Traim tonrs is the recent

of those wcho have par
to form a0 Holiday Train
tion." The  Chairman  of (
stoners (Mr. . . (,'I(I[)[)) ha
sented to he Patron of the sso

In the prehimmary Cons
and Rules, it 15 stated that the
of the Assoctation are :

To maintain the happy frie

formed on the tours:

To advertise the more remote
spots of Victoria by induciang
to visit them before travelling
afield.

At the time of going to pr
fourth Holiday "Irain party wa
to begin a tour of Gippsland
the Baster period. The parts
72, which brought the ugpreps
ber of passengers on Holida
tours to 180, ncluding many
who have travelled on every

—— — —

Veteran Loco’s Disti

ECENTLY broken up
Bendigo  Workshops o
vears of varled service
tive - W had the wr
tinction of being  sold  back
Department at its scrap va
ten vears work hauling firewow
for a timber compuany,

Built in U.S.A. by the Baldwa
motive Company and placed =
in Victoria on September 1§
was until 1924 one of the Depa
most useful locomotives. It w
ticularly suited for service
branch lines possessing sharp ¢

Of the +4-6-0 type, with
wheels 4 tt. 3 in. in diane
front bogie wheels of 2 ft

| diameter, the veteran had s
[ power of 13490 ib.
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Rail Plans for Centenary

ACTIVITIES ARE
INCREASING

uced Fares

"TH the object of promoting inter-
ate rail traffic to the Victorian
Melbourne Centenary Celebrations,
Australian Railways systems have
d to substantial reductions in

Seturn tickets at holiday excursion
will be on issue from Brishane,
ey and Adelaide to Mlelhourne
wen October 15 and November
also on certain dates prior to and
w2 the Eucharistic Congr ss to be
setween December -9,

“hese concession tickets will be
wsue from Perth to Melhourne
wuously  for a period of three
s beginning on October 1.
“wecial trains will be run from
ev and Adelaide and, if required,
Perth at cheap excursion rates
witors travelling to witness special
mary events, such as the arrival
" R.H. Prince George, the finish
e Air Race, the Melbourne Cup
se Roval Agricultural Show.

mination:
~ & recent conference convened by
%e Centenary Celebrations Council.
wsestion of illuminations and de-
wsas for Melbourne's streets and
« buildings was discussed.
Wessrs. Co Gl NMeDonald,
hief Electrical Engincer, and
swrcliffe, Chief Architect, repre-
the Department.
we objective is some harmonious
wement of iluminations and de-
wos for such buildings as Flin-
reet station, MNelbourne T'own
stte T'reasury and so on, which
wrve as a basis for the rencainder
business establishments 1 the
wowell as for the principal streets.
expert  committee hus been
red to act in an advisory capac-
tv commercial interests who
w lluminate  and  decorate
aldings.

ctacular Hike

NS folj a spectacular 6-day Cen-
wary Hike in the Australian Alpine
*v are nearing completion. The
which will be organised by the
wvs Department and the Centenary
smniittee, has been included in
wiicial list of Centenary fixtures.
embraces  rail  travel
Bright, thenee
Harrictalie, where  the  hike
an o beowill continue wia the
of Mt Feathertop and the
sk to Mo Hotham, from which
de trips will be made to Mt

route
[
Jdelbourne 1o

St. Bernard, Mt. l.och or Cobungra
River.

On return to Harrietville, cars will
be rejoined for the journey to Bright,
and thence by rail to Melbourne.

Messrs, WP McConnell (Mana-
ger, Government l'ourist Bureau) and
ML J. Harkins (General Passenger and
I'reight  Agent’s Branch), the latter
representing the Mountain I'rails” Club,
have been appointed members of the
Committee to organise the hike.

Ballarat’s Modern
"Phone Services

N extensive modernisation of

the telephone, telegraph and

selector services terminat-
ing at Ballarat has recently been
completed.

Six power rectifiers for the supply

of current to the telegraph  crcuits
and for sclector operation have re-
placed 2430 local  batteries.  As a

result, maintenance expenditure will
be vrcatly reduced, and a much more
clheient service provided.

All  the telephones  within  the
Bullarat  Fast  and  Ballarat  North
arcas dare now supplied with energy
for code and dircct signalling and
conversation from one common  bat-
tery situated in the local telegraph
ofhce,

I'he total number of circuits fed
from this source is 226, Of these,
213 provide local railway  telephone
users with all the advantages of a
modern  accelerated  service, with a
minimum of manipulation and <Hort

Ballarat is the first railway centre
outside the metropolis to possess a
local common battery and manually
operated telephone switchboard. Auto-
matic ringing has been provided for
all country lines in communication with
Ballarat and also for postal exchange
lines, thus making it a complete tele-
phone exchange.

last

FEATURE  of  interstate  rail
ing Lerth accommodation from Mel-
Tasmuania and Victoria taelled by

Altcucther, 27 sleeping cars, cach

Record Sleeping Car

tratiic month was the un-
tourne 1o Adelaide  when bowlers
rail 1o attend the Australian Bowling
daecommodating 200 passengers, et

Trafhc
A
precedented demand tor sleep-
trom New South Wales, Queensland,
Carrival ot Adetinde.
Melbaurne durmy the three-day period,

March 203 and 4. All the joint stock
and Victoran sleeping cars, as owell
as two AR T cars tor use as sleepers,

were pressed 1o service.

Prolonging Life of
Tarpaulins

EST'S are now heing conducted

by the Rolling Stock Branch to

improve the durability of truck
tarpaulins,

Normally, 15,000 tarpaulins repre-
sent the requirements of the Trans-
portation Branch, the average service
life of each being about five vears.
Approximately, 4000 tarpaulins  are
manufactured annually to replace those
no longer serviceable.

It will, therefore, be apparent,
that if the average life of the tar-
paulins can be prolonged, consider-
able savings will be effected.

I'he tests, which will be of a
protracted nature, are bhased on the
mnclusion of an opaque pigment (vege-
table black) in the standard tarpaulin
dressing, the object being to provide
added resistance to the sun's rays and
thus greater durability,

An examination of a number of
treated tarpaulins  returned  to the
Newport Workshops  after a period
of service, has revealed a  detinite
improvement in contrast  with  the
old type.

Special Trafhc Census
At Flinders-street

A SPECIAL tally of passengers en-
tering and leaving Flinders-street
and Princes Bridge stations on a Tues-
day. Wednesday. Thursday and Friday
in February revealed a total of 1,129,706,
or a daily average o‘f 282.426. .

. . M

Although these figures represent a
decline of nearly 18 per cent. on the
only check offering a fair basis of com-
parison which was specially taken in
1927, due regard must be paid to the
effect of unusual weather conditions
upon the normal av‘trage‘.

» -

In addition. the results of these two
tallies are not a true reflex of the actual
number of passengers usin)%l the prin-
cipal Metropolitan station. any people
alight at Flinders-street and Princes
Bridge to change over to other platforms
and do not, therefore, pass through the
barriers.

Alterations to Sixty
Louvre Trucks

['T'F the object of improving
the service to consignors of
urgent perishable commaodities
60 of the Departiment’s Ho6 0 10
louvre trucks were recently converted

from ~ix wheels to two  d-wheeled
Bogies.
Completion  of  this  conversion

work swill widen the sphere of usctul-
ness to these trucks as at will now be
P()_\\Ihll' to allot the n for service on
PasSCnUer rains Without the iposition

o cortun restnetions previousty -
sistedb upon,

T he converted L vehieles hase
Peen  civen the  approprmte truck

and wre now n
the
[SSVIRN
drterent

clusstiication of 2 UBY
with renumler
faomlv,

wpes.,

service  togcther
of the Deparument’s
which consists ot 44



Personal Postscript—

Ticket Fxpert

LTHOUGH ranking as the senior

stationmaster in the service and
for the past three years in charge of
Victorias most important station
Flinders-street Mr. G. Johnson, who
retires this month, is better known as
a former Chief Ticket Inspector. For
more than 20 years he carried on a
ceaseless campaign to achieve 100 per
cent. efficiency in ticket collecting and
checking, and the present high standard
of the organisation is a tribute to Mr.
Johnson's capacity and devotion to the
highly important task of protecting the
ratlway revenuc. In 1922 he compiled
the Ticket Checkers’ Catechism which
has been such a factor in the studies of
employes secking their Ticket Checkers’
certificates. Upon his retirement, he
will have completed 48 years of varied
service. He joined the Department at
Burnley in 1886, and a{(er passin
through the grades of A.S.M. an
R.S.M. was chosen for the position of
Chief Ticket Inspector. J.1.B.

HAble Organiser

HEN My, 0 0 Gale, State
W sirector of  H.RH.  Prince

George's tour, usked the De-
partment (o find im an able lientenant,
the Cammissianers chove Ned Weshart,
of Room 9. o flair for organising
and mare than ordinary energy make
him an (deal confidential clerk to the
Director.  Neil's organising experience
veallv began in 19249 when, at the age
of 27, he made history by becoming a
Councillor —of  the Moorabhin  Shire.
At that tme  he geas the  voungest
C ouncillor ever elected 1w Victoria.
Since then, he has been in the fore-
fraont of all lacal activities, notably the
Moorabhin Progress  Association which
he reas instrumental in forming.  Buorn
at Lintan, he began fus rarlicav career
at the local station as « lad porter.
e was subsequently  appointed to the
clerical staff, and after experience at
varions stations was selected for transfer
to Room 9 4n 1920, Bl

CE.CM Retires
‘\ R. E. COMOORE was in the head office
- for 49

veiars, and vet he was betrer
Kknown to station statfs than perhaps the most
widelv travelled stationmaster. C E.CNL Y
were  the nittals which rounded  off
memoranda for the  Audit and  Accounts

Modern Glasses

— are only fitted after a thorough eve-cxamination —
Special Concession to Railwaymen and their families

Coles & Garrard LY Opticians 370-2 Bourke St., Melb., C1

Hranches on all aspects of passenger,
and parcels accounting tor nearls
associates  testity »
courtecous and helptul manner i which he
voluminous  correspondence
Mro Moore retired last month,

accounting side of the service through-

of H.R.H. Prince
synchronises with the
commencement of the
Celebrations this year,

train operating section,
face its biggest task. i
clear. too. that Mr.
newly-appointed Acting Su
Train Services, i
be undaunted by

Price brings to his position a wide
range of railroad experience.

transportation
clerk, night officer, R.S.M.,
inspector, train running officer and
chief train despatcher in the Vic-
torian Railways, Mr. Price has had
railway experience abroad. He held

later, when attached to the Royal .. ..
Engineers, he controlled the opera- Cyeling King

railways in France and Belgium.

distinction of receiving most
the German rolling stock handed
over to the Allies under the terms

to Englanc, he was associated with
and North-western

train control system which is now
an important feature of (he Vic-
torian Railways. AL

April l)‘/r//ulu_\‘x

R AL Pevitt ot Benalla, Cleaner AL
\h Millan of Benalta and \(.nmnm.nxur
Bradford of Derrinallum,
(l( rk Frank Coombes of the 1y c.\'l()ck Offiee

o Clerk Hdward Rosman, of W

AN Guailtovlie of Dimboola, on the fourth
sSpotswoad Workshops Manager St B
and Yard Porter )0 FLC
Principal Fares Clerk ] H
cand Depot Foreman W

. Apnil

Room 10, on the ninth Deputy (
of Commissioners N CL Harris on the
Train laghtung Inspector W. .
Optg. Porter J. W. Leversha of Kas
Driver H. C, Madder of Nth. Melt
on the Lith Train Examiner A ]
Korumburra and Cuarpenter O M
of Spotswood Workshops on the 12th &
T Pearce, of Geelong, on  the
Flectric  Train  Driver  John (4
Johmont, [fronwork [nepector W W
Guard R. Roberts of Korumburra ase
Stattonmaster W. G, Wilson, of Ng
Goon on the 15th: Fitters Asst. |
of Bendigo Loco. on the 16th
W, A O'Shea, of Ballurat \\()rkxhup‘
wood Storchouse Munager (L
Depot Foreman B P Cock of Seym
Clerk R Stephens of Room 9, on o
Signalman o ML Davidson of Wy
Yurd Foreman R Long ot Newpor
L.dg. Porter G. L. Tolhday of W
T miner G E. Harris of
reman B ) Cooper of Jola
the 19th o Sales Officer HL 1Y Agg ane
1. ] VFeore of Traralgun, on b
Stationmaster G Johnson of Flindes
Comptroller of Stores W 1) Mo
Reparer ] Meld, Bowden of Waan
2ist ;. Yard Supvr. G. Calder of
Goods, on the 22nd ;. Cleaner G
of State Mine and Shunter W, N
of Ml Yard on the 23rd 0 Actyg
Car l)me Manager J. R:ln\\d and
Guard J. S, Long of Wodonga, on 1
Stationmaster Eo W, Parker of Cn
the 26tht Stattonmaster G, |,
Becchworth, Chict Engineer for RI
oW, Box, and Signal Adjuster J.
of Beadigo, on the _:th Signals ase
graph Fngineer S, Jonu and |
Bacon of s\*hburlon, on the 28th: »
Shunter G W, Franklin of Korw
on the 2¢th.

ILL KING, signal porter a:

River, showed an unusually
aptitude for cycling. At the ag
he finished second in a 10-mile
event at Werribee. A few vearm
he became champion of his cl
succeeded in retaining the title
the four following years. When
19, he scored a brilliant victory
Warrnambool road race. Four
brothers are also prominent
Arthur was beaten by inches fu
place in the * Warrnambool " las
Bill, however, prefers to speak
father's prowess as a wheelman
dad has taken part in a roume
‘“ Warrnambools,” finishin
1906, 12th in 1922, 13th in 1923
1924 (the year Bill won) and 3rd
Mr. King. senr., is 53, and for
is the most remarkable active o
Australia today. Bill, who has
railwayman since 1923, is now 2

e ——
Last Mile Post

-

Ernest Arthur Merrilees

W I'U'HT tragic suddenness, Mr. ?
Travelling  Foreman  Motors
lapsed and died last month afi.
evidence as a witness before the &
Dhscipline.
NMr. Mernlees was connected «
Rolling Stock Branch since he
service in 1003, and after wide «
as a fireman and a driver at Port M.
North Melbourne, Bendigo and othe
qualified as an electric train driver
tle was appointed to his late p
1926, and at the time of his deats
tached to the Electrical Running
Jolimont.

The V.R. News Letter s issued
the Victorian Ratlways Commissiones
ratlcavman in the service. Personal
and other brief succinct contributions
addressed to the Editor, Betterment
Iicily Board‘ Head Office.

Wholly set up and printed in A
the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens-street, North Melbourne
Publishers—The Victorian Railwam
missioners,
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ader V.R. Control ,

al Centenary Accommodation
5 Collins-st. (¢/r Market-st.),
Melbourne.
references in pages > and 3.)

ince’s Visit
Plans Progressing

that the arrival of HR.H.
ce Henry at Melbourne
been definitely fixed for
* the Deparument is steadily
0 cope with the additional
nds.
v the Royal visit were
further stage when Mr.
¢ (Superintendent of Train
as recently nominated to
ithcers’ Committee, under
nship of the Secretary to
. to assist Cabinet with the
:h no definite itinerary has
-awn up for the Victorian
Department has been re-
outline its views on the
n aspects of various tenta-
mmes submitted by the
-ntly with the preparations
al Tour, the Department
survey of the transport

s for the wusually busy
raced by the Caulfield and
Cup meetings and the

Holidays.
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tate-wide Overhaul of Train Services

ACCELERATED SCHEDULES AND
LATER DEPARTURE TIMES

DETAILS of the first stage of one of the most

comprehensive

reviews

of country pas-

senger and goods trains schedules under-
taken in recent years in Victoria were announced

last month.

The objectives of the review are twofold—

faster schedules

wherever possible and later

departure times from Melbourne, with added
convenience to passengers, for both the morning
and late-afternoon country trains.

N outstanding feature of the

accelerations already made 1s

that the earliest time of de-
parture of an important country train
from Spencer-street is now 7.45 a.m.,
while, with the exception of the 4
p.m. Albury express, the earliest train
to leave in the afternoon is the 5.5
p.m. on the south-western line.

The work of planning the schedules
has been most complex, requiring
not only the specialised knowledge

aaveses
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These further important improve-
ments in train services could not
have been made possible except for
the Department’s carefully-planned
policy extending over a number of
years.

The programme associated with
this policy has embraced tracks,
signalling, locomotives and depots.

A factor also in facilitating the
movements of the faster-timed trains
is the train control system.

e LI R LT TEs R Tez]

Principal Train Accelerations Summarised

5.5 p.m. daily, instead of 4.45
days, when 5.5 p.m.

minutes. * %

‘“ Great Northern Limited
running time reduced by

p-m.,
Warrnambool—13 minutes to Geelong and 7 minutes beyond.
runs to Port Fairy, total overall saving in time-—30
*

' (Mondays) altered from 8.30 a.m. to 8.45 a.m., and
15 minutes.

journey to
On three

saving 20 minutes on

6.30 p.m. (Saturdays), arriving

Bendigo at 10.10 p.m.—a saving of 10 minutes.

* ¥

*

Former 6.30 a.m. daily and 7.25 a.m. (Mondays) now combined ml'o one train

—7.4

5 a.m. daily, with exception of stop at Essendon, running express to

Seymour, where forward portion of train leaves for Goulburn Valley at
9.37 a.m. and remainder for North-East at 9.50 a.m.
Changing of trains at Seymour eliminated, and running time on North-Eastern

line reduced up to 45 minutes.

On Tocumwal and Cobram lines, a saving

of 60 minutes from Tuesday to Saturday.

Former 7.0 a.m. daily to Seymour,
overall time.
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of train timetables, but also the
whole-hearted co-operation of the
operating staff and track force.
Among the problems confronting
timetables officials have been the
reactions of the new schedules on the
many branch line services, the working
of the country trains through the
busy suburban area where the tracks
are used by both country and suburban
the fixation of convenient

services,
crossing points  where single-line
working is In operation, and the

extent of the platform accommodation
at Spencer-street for docking the
trains.

now 7.30 a.m.,

saving 30 minutes on

No difficulty is ¢xpected in the
faster trains maintaining the De-
partment’s already high reputation

for good timekeeping. In 1932-33,
90 per cent. of all country passenger
trains arrived at their destinations

on time—a record that challenges
that of any other system of trans-
portation.

The acceleration of goods train
services is a feature of the further
ceneral review now being undertaken.
Progressive improvements in goods
locomotives and the operating advan-
tages brought about by the provision
of automatic couplers will materially
assist in this work,
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‘ The Month’s Topic

Accommodating

Centenary Visitors

ITH the opening of The

Official Centenary Accommo-

dation Bureau (referred to in
page 3), there is provided a medium
by which the co-operation of every
railwayman can be a factor in ensuring
that the Bureau completely fulfills the
object for which it was established—
service.

The Bureau is destined to be of
great value in saving confusion and
disappointment in a very busy period
of our history. Its special accommo-
dation census, which it will conduct,
will be at the disposal of every visitor.

Victorian railwaymen, and par-
ticularly those members of the
staff who are usually acquainted
with the travelling arrangements
of country residents, can render
invaluable service by making the

Bureau’s facilities widely known.

It will be of the utmost assistance
if railwaymen will advise all intending
visitors, who have not definitely booked
accommodation during the Centenary
Celebrations in Melbourne, to com-
municate as early as possible with the
Bureau.

In seeking the Bureau’s assistance
it will help materially if precise in-
formation is given by the applicant of
the accommodation required. A form
for this purpose will be mailed by the
Bureau to each applicant for accommo-
dation.

Extension of District Control

trict co-ordinated control was

advanced a further stage when
the Ballarat district was recently
brought within the scope of this
form of management, District
control is already in operation at
Geelong and Bendigo. It was
introduced at Geelong in 1926.

Mr. D. L. MacDonald (District
Superintendent) now  controls the
whole of the district activities of the
Transportation, Rolling Stock and
Way and Works Branches. He is
assisted by the District Rolling Stock
Superintendent and the District Engi-
neer.

Approval has now been given
by the Commissioners to an ex-
tension of the system to the Metro-
politan and Eastern Division, with
Mr. W. Tredinnick (Metropolitan
Superintendent) in control. The

THE general adoption of dis-

altered method of administra

will become effective not later

June 1 next.

Headquarters will be este
in the Flinders-street station bu
The offices of the Metropolitan =
intendent and the District Rollin:
Superintendent are already
there, and arrangements are nc
ceeding to transfer the Metrc
District Engineer’s staff from
Melbourne,

In addition, the Metropolit
Eastern Division’s accounting
will be transferred from the
Office to Flinders-street,

With the completion of
extensions, the system of dist
ordinated control will have bes
tablished in all but one of the
centres—Seymour.

SERVICE

NITIATIVE of a high degree was
displayed on April 9 by Way and
Works Branch employes at Koo-Wee-

Rup.

While being shunted, at 7.30 p.m.,
from the main line to No. 2 road at the
up end of the station, three trucks were
derailed, completely fouling both tracks
at the inner lead into the yard.

A protracted cessation of traffic
seemed likely until Ganger A. S. Benzley,
after conferring with Ganger W. H.
Price and Works Ganger J. Carmody,
decided that a loop around the de-
railed trucks could be provided by
using the outer lead from No. I to No. 2
road, and connecting No. 2 road with
the dead-end portion of No. 3 road.

The gangs quickly commenced opera-
tiops, through working of trains, via the
loop, being established at 10.50 p.m.

In expressing their appreciation of the
manner in which the staff rose to the
occasion in this emergency, the Com-
missioners feel that railwaymen
generally will applaud the splendid
work which was accomplished.

Resonians Praise Their

Recent Tour

EPRESENTING many city com-

mercial and primary producing
interests, the party on the Reso train
returned to Melbourne on April 21 after
a comprehensive and educative tour ol
the south-western and midland dis-
tricts.

In the course of a letter written on
behalf of the Resonians to the Com-
missioners, the Chairman of the party
said :

““The value of these Reso tours is
difficult to estimate, and we think
the Commissioners have taken the
nght step in resuming the Reso
trains which have great educational
value to members, and ensure that
Lhe wider knowledge of Victoria
resulting from  the tours will be
such that greater interest will be
displayed in our primary produc-
tion and a fuller understanding
gained of the primary producers’
problems. "

Transport Board
Appointed

HE personnel of the Transport
TBoard, to function under the
Transport Regulation Act, was
announced by the State Cabinet
last month.
The Board will comprise :

Mr. P. D. Phillips, Melbourne,
{Chairman) ;
Mr. J. Jeffrey, Bendigo, represent-

ing country commercial in-

terests ;

Mr. W. H. Kendell, Rupanyup, re-

presentlng prlmary producers

The Act, as passed, provided for
the Board to be representative of the
interests referred to, neither the rail
nor road transport services being
eligible for representation.

It 1s expected that the Board will
shortlv be in a position to dzal with
applications for licences to operate
road motor commercial and passenger
vehicles, in accordance with the Act.

Holiday Trains in
Other States N

FOLLOWING the successful
duction of Easter and Chrs

Train Tours in \

in three of the other States.

Full details of the tour orga
were made available to the Ne
Wales, South Australian anc
Australian Railway Departmer
of which now reports that a :
been conducted with satisfact
sults.

In each case. the success
venture has decided those
ments to organise similar tours
future holiday periods.

28,500 SUGGESTIO

HE records of the Be
Tmenl and Publicity B

reveal the gratifving
that since the inception of
Board, 28,464 suggestions
been received and 5067 ador

These figures definitely
that railwayvmen have a
appreciaiion of the wirtus
thinking and acting upon
that occur to them for the
provement of the Departn
activities.

Suggestions for promoltin:
efficiency  of the service
eliminating  wasteful — me
are, of course, welcome a
times, particularly at the pre
Juncture when the retention
enhancement of the Deps
ment’s high reputation for
wice Is such a vital factor.

There is, too, a persona
ducement  becanse  monz
awards are paid for any ader
suggestions considered worti
such recognition.
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e Official Centenary
Accommodation Bureau

'MPORTANCE IN CELEBRATIONS

the

being conducted with the
support of the Licensed
allers’ Association of Vie-
the Guest House Proprietors’
2 of Victoria.

ced for such a Bureau will

:s. It is anticipated by the
Celebrations Council that
40,000 visitors requiring

<ation will visit Melbourne
Celebrations.

necessary that the Bureau
ke an immediate survey and
available accommodation.

+ and Inspection

:dies, specially selected for
crience in accommodation
matters, and two Tourist
ficials—have already begun
e canvass and inspection of
cuest houses in Melbourne
-arer suburbs.

«2¢ particulars have already
mpiled of the accommodation

be reserved for several
of visitors additional to those
woked direct by some hotels
houses.

ureau which has been ac-
ellent support by accommo-
ises  possesses a complete
“he facilities of each establish-
=< books, and is consequently
n to cater for all requests for
:tion, finalise the arrange-
*h the particular hotel or
« selected by the visitor, or
~ations at comparable houses.

wions Made

¢ bookings have already been
- an Interstate party, while
ire In progress on bebalf of
m New Zealand and from

rxtensive publicity campaign
:» be launched throughout the
mmwealth by the Centenary
to feature the celebrations,
reference is to be made to the
“ws which the Bureau has to
= assisting visitors to secure
“« accommodation.

VIDENCE of the increasingly
E part which the Department will play in
Victorian and Melbourne Centenary
Celebrations is provided by the fact that The
Official Centenary Accommodation Bureau is
seing conducted by the

Bureau, with Mr. W. T. McConnell as Manager.

The Bureau, which was opened on April 16, is
ntrally located in Melbourne at 435 Collins-street (c/r
larket-street). It is the only Booking Bureau officially
ccognised by the Centenary Celebrations Council.

important

Government Tourist

It is anticipated that the peak
demand for accommodation in Mel-
bourne will be between October 18 and
December Y, beginning with the arrival
of H.R.H. Prince Henry and em-
bracing among other fixtures the Royal
Show, Centenary Air Race, Caulfield
Cup Meeting, Centenary Horticultural
Show, Melbourne Cup Meeting, Dedi-
cation of the National War Memorial,
and the Eucharistic Congress.

Early Booking Necessary

Apart from this period, however,
accommodation will be at a premium
for other events and the necessity for
early application to the Bureau for
rese;vations cannot be too strongly
stressed.

The Bureau Telephone number is
M4671 and its telegraphic and cable
address — ‘° Centenaryaccom, Mel-
bourne.”

Interstate Rail Officers
to Confer

HEN the heads of branches of the
various Australian and New Zea-
land Railways meet in conference this
month at Melbourne, a formidable
agenda containing nearly 200 items
will be submitted for their consideratiozx..

With Mr. A. C. Fewtrell, Chief
Civil Engineer of the New South
Wales Railways, as Chairman, the
officers will deal with a wide range of
railway questions which are of an
Interstate character.

The decisions of this conference
will form the subjects of recommenda-
tions to a subsequent Commissioners’
Conference, and if approved, will
become standard practice throughout
the railways of the Commonwealth
and New Zealand.

The Commissioners’ Conference
will be held in July next at Melbourne.
The last was held in November, 1932,
at Sydney.

Footwarmer Season
Opened This Month

BEGINNING on May 7 and extending
through the winter months, foot-
warmers will again be provided in the
carriages of country passenger trains.
More than 5000 footwarmers are re-
quired for this service.

At the beginning of the season,
each footwarmer is filled with 14 Ib.
of acetate of soda, while two cast iron
balls, about the size of billiard balls,
are also included.

Before being placed inside their
canvas covers and delivered to the
carriages, the footwarmers are im-
mersed in tanks of water and boiled
for 1+ hours. There are 34 stations
equipped with tanks.

The boiling process melts the
crystallised soda which tends to
solidify as it cools.  This is off-set
by the action of the iron balls which
roll as the train proceeds and break
up the crystal sufficiently to prevent
setting.

After boiling, the footwarmers will
retain their heat for 12 hours, when a
shaking will prolong their ‘‘lives”
another eight hours.

LA R A L I T T

BRAVE RAILWAYMAN

AILWAYMEN are justifiably
Ii proud of Stuart Austin, of

the Head Office Telegraph
Division, whose rare bravery last
month evoked adwiration throughout
the community.  Fully clothed, he
dived into the water at St. Kilda
late at might, and saved the life of an
elderly woman. His action was all
the more heroic as his right arm
had been severed above the elbouw.
This was the result of a train
accident five years ago at Wonthaggi.
After a tervific struggle due to
Stuart’s arm handicaps in icy water
he brought the woman safelv to the
shore.  The full facts of Stuart’s
deed are being brought under the notice
of the Roval Humane Society.
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Low Rail Fares for
Country Football

ITH the opening of the country
football season this month,
the exceptionally low return

fares for guaranteed special trains will
again operate.

These fares, which are fixed on a
special mileage basis, range from
1/6d., second class return, for 11-15
miles, 5/— for 46-50 miles to 8 /- for
76-80 miles, the latter being a limit
fare for any distance up to 120 miles.

During the 1933 season 524 special
trains were run in connection with the
country football competitions, the total
number of passengers carried being
62,730.
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Financial Expert

UST retired after 47 years' service,

Mr. W. J. Bustelli, Rollin% Stock
Accountant for 26 years, was the financial
adviser to five Chief Mechanical Engi-
neers—Messrs. T. H. Woodroffe, W. M.
Shannon, A. E. Smith, N. C. Harris and
A. C. Ahlston. The value of his work in
preparing the Branch estimates and then
ensuring that the actual expenditure
was kept within those limits, was greatly
enhanced by the extensive knowledge
which he possessed of the whole ambit of
the Rolling Stock Branch’s activities.
Mr. Bustelli joined the branch in 1887
when it was presided over by Mr.
Solemon Mirls. The head office of the
branch was then located at Newport
during the time the machinery was
being installed at the Workshops. The
\é’orlzshops began functioning in 1888.—

LALC

* % %k

Unique Farewell

/HEN Live Stock Agent’s senior
VI/ clerk E. F. Tatterson recently
retired after 18 years sche-
duling live stock trains to Melbourne,
city stock and station agents were
lowd in their praise of the wveteran
railwayman. His unremitting endea-
vors to satisfy the Department’s clients
and his cheerful helpfulness in the
last-minute  rearrangement  frequently
associated with his job were eulogised
and tangibly recognised 1n the pre-
sentation of an easy chair. His col-
leagues’  farewell was unique. Mrs.
Tatterson very quietly invited them
all to be her guests at dinner, followed
by a party, much to the surprise and
delight of ' E.J.T.” Their gifts to
Myr. and Mrs. Tatterson were a gold
waltch and crocodile hand-bag respec-
tively. My, Tatterson was one of the
best known officers in the Head Office
where, as a relieving clerk in the Trans-
portation Branch prior to settling down
m the Live Stock Agent’s division, he
remained for the whole of his 46 years
seryice. —M.R.G.
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Postscript

On the Green

MONGST the many railwaymen
devoted to bowls, none has
proved such a capable exponent

of the game as Bill Hotchin, of the
Rolling Stock Staff Office. For 29 years
he has been one of the State’s leading
bowlers, achieving particular pro-
minence in Interstate matches. He
has played as leader, second, third
and captain against all the other
States,  When Victoria won the
Championship at the Carnival in
Sydney a few years ago, Bill’s out-
standing play and leadership were
mainly responsible for the victory.
He joined the City of Hawthorn Club
in 1903, gaining the Club’s champion-
ships in 1910 and 1922, Now as-
sociated with the Canterbury Club,
he has won the president’s trophy on
five occasions. Not yet 50, Bill has
had a varied and comprehensive ex-
perience of the game, with a more
than usual amount of success. —L.W.

* K *

Keen Tennis

OR the second successive year, the

V.R.I’s tennis week, interspersed
with a round of social festivities, has
been a pronounced success. All the
arrangements were in the hands of
energetic Jack Goodman, of the Overhead
Supt.’s staff, whose efforts were suitably
recognised in a presentation by the
visiting players. Jack's hard work, he
says, was more than compensated for
by the high standard of tennis played
on the Institute’s well-laid out courts at
Royal Park. Railwaymen from Geelong,
Colac, Seymour and Bendigo competed
in a long series of games, the coveted
*“ Donald MacIntosh” Cup being won
by Seymour after stubborn opposition
from Geelong. Seymour’s victorious
tearn comprised Bert Stevenson, Roy
Oak, Tom Storer, Dave Groves and
Charlie Bell. Two of Geelong’s re-
presentatives—Vern Thomson and Ian
MacLean—were the champion doubles
players of the tournament. All as-
sociated with the tournament are
looking forward to the next series of
games to be played at Royal Park in
February next.—N.D.

Wear DISTINCTIVE GLASSES

WHICH LEND INDIVIDU

ALITY TO YOUR FFACE

Special Concession to Railwaymen and their families
'Phone Central 10595 or an appointment

Pty.

COLES & GARRARD

Opticians 370-2 Bourke St., Melb., Cl

Educational Tours

N.S.W. Apprentic

AST month 20 specially se
apprentices employed in the
South Wales Railways arrn

Melbourne for a week’s study of rs
and private engineering works.

The visit marks the re-comn
ment of the practice of enabling a;
tices in the various railway syste
gain first-hand knowledge of enc
ing developments in the adjoining ~

Visits were made to the Ne
Workshops, Newport Power I
Jolimont Workshops and several |
industrial establishments includis
State Electricity Commission’s w
Yallourn.

Priot to their return to Sydr
apprentices were entesrtained at
by the Commissioners and hes
branches.

U
May Birthdays

GUARD H. FISHER of Maryb
on the first; Ganger R. ]. Jeuu
Warragul and Lighter-up J. Headls
Benalla, on the second; Distr
Engineer W. Steiger on the third:
Fewster of Trans. Despatch Room
fourth ; Driver J. Clarke of Heidelbs
Clerk J. Darcy of W. and W. Corres
on the fifth ; Signalman W. W. Ferg.
Kensington, on the sixth; Chair-
Commissioners Harold W. Claps
Ganger T. Doran of Bendigo, on the s«
Shunter A. J. Miller of Melbourr
and Fireman J. H. Bagley of Wodo-s
the eighth; Stationmaster R. I, Stas
of Maffra, on the ninth : Porter W. |
of Spencer-street, Ldg. Shunter
Hayden of Dandenong and Firemar
Blake of Portland, on the 10th ; Good:
F. G. Brown of Ballarat on the 11th
B. A. Longfield of G. P. and F.A. -
on the 12th ; Works Foreman R. =
North  Melbourne, Jolimont We-
Manager H. James and Yard Fore
O’Dea of Melbourne Yard, on the
Driver A. Lambden of Sevmour,
Sub-foreman W. Pullen of Geelong
J. S. Reece of Ballarat and Static-
J. R. Dempster of Moriac, on the
Goods Guard S. Craig of Tallangattz
15th ;  Passenger Guard J. P. (
Wodonga, on the 16th; Special 0= .
Hawken of [raffic Branch, Shed |
L. Burnell of North Melbourne L
the 17th ; Clerk Joe Maher of Dar
on the 18th; Works FForeman H, %
Newport, on the 19th ; Packer W, R. (
of Bendigo, on the 20th; Guard F. W
of Ballarat, on the 21st; Yard Fore
Robinson of Melbourne Yard, Au-
Cash Accounts J. A. Mactaggart ar
N. Opie of North Melbourne, on th
Spotswood Workshops Manager P, R
Driver C. W. Bullock of Bendigo anc
man J. V. Smith of Spencer-stree:
24th ; Chairman’s Secretary J. L. '[ =
on the 27th; Yard Foreman ]. |
Bendigo and Inspecting Engineer J. |
gomery, on the 28th; Overhead =
S. Scotr, on the 20th; Asst. Eng:-
J. Uren, on the 30th ; Driver T. A,
of "I'raralgon and Clerk J. Crough o
W. Staff Office, on the 31st.—C.\|

The V.R. News Letter is issued mo
the Victorian Railways Commissioners
raitwayman in the service. Personal par
and other brief succinct contributions
addressed to the Editor, Betterment an
licity Board, Head Office.

Wholly set up and printed in Aus
the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens-street, North Melbourne,
Publishers—The Victorian Railways
missioners.
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KINGS AHEAD
LAST YEAR

winter influx of visitors
~ Mt. Buffalo National
~ -k is about to commence.
bookings are already in
those at the correspon-
=od of last year.

sland’s Quota

third successive year, a party

wad girls from Brisbane’s public

=1 visit Mt. Buffalo National
2g the winter months.

ng upon active salesman-
¢ Victorian Representative
«nsland Government Tourist
! pupils have already been
= largest tour party yet
Northern State. In 1932,
ooked, whilst last year the
i 58,
~ner, 2500 miles of travel
:d in the tour. One day
«nt in Sydney, after which
will travel direct to Mel-
- 2% days of sightseeing.

wolars will then proceed to
> National Park to enjoy
<'s programme, embracing
f snow sports.

the party’s progress will be
daily from 4QG, Brisbane’s
Sroadcasting Station.

ow Plough

=otor traffic between the rail-

repunkah) and The Chalet
wary snow falls will be greatly
¢ by the operation of an im-
plough which was built
~u;>ort Workshops.

:in improvement is in the
~ ‘he blades which previously
uach of the snow to be
«wk over the blades, and
he tractor, to form a hard
inow upon which motor
«d a tendency to skid.

- advantage is the wider
1 can be cleared of snow.

i1t Chalet

the next few months large
»f school children will be
Buffalo National Park, and
s have been made for
w2 Douglas, of the Newport

inter Trek to Mt. Buffalo National Park

... Echuca’s Pride...

]/]}HEN the  Commissioners
Echuca during an  inspection

recently wuisited
4 . of country
lines, they were greatly impressed by the gavden

at the Loco. two views of which are

shown above,

It is a riol of color, with cosmos in the centre
and French marigolds and other annuals graded
off to the borders, Well-kept gravel paths are
bordered with white quartz.

The garden reflects great credit upon a group of
Loco. men who_voluntarily laid it out and are
maintaining it in its present condition.

Depot,

Workshops Ambulance Division, to be
located at The Chalet during their visit.

Sister Douglas has been in charge
of the Workshops Ambulance Di-
vision since 1922. For distinguished
service abroad with the Australian
Imperial Forces, she was awarded
the Royal Red Cross.

Sister Douglas is an Examiner of
the Nurses’ Board and is a past Presi-
dent of the Returned Nurses’ Associa-
tion.

Hot Water Service

The hot water service has been ex-
tended to an additional number of rooms
located in the south wing of The Chalet.

T'wo rooms have also been equipped
with private bathrooms.

The tariff for guests occupying the
latter rooms will be increased by 5 /-
per day from July 1.

G. T. Bureau Plans
Indian Ruler’s Tour
OF the many thousands of clients

who avail themselves of the ser-

vices of the Government Tourist
Bureau, one of the most notable was His
Highness the Maharajah of Dharampur,
Ruler of the Indian State of Dharampur,
who passed through Melbourne last
month.

On a health trip to Australia and
New Zealand, the Maharajah spent
two days in Melbourne. Accompanied
by the Manager of the Bureau (Mr.
W. T. McConnell) he travelled 150
miles around Melbourne and environs,
including the Dandenong Ranges.

Travelling with the Maharajah are
Mr. Nanavoti (Secretary), Mr. Krisha
Rao (Physician), a valet and a cook.

On his return from New Zealand,
the Maharajah intends making
further tours in this State. Details
have been tentatively drawn up by
the Tourist Bureau.

Centenary Guests

Special Reso Tour

NE of the most compre-
O hensive Reso Train tours

yet planned has been ap-
proved by the Centenary Cele-
brations Council as a means of
affording its guests from overseas
and the other States an opportunity
of inspecting Victoria’s principal
inland activities.

Negotiations are in progress to
include the guests of the Federal and
Victorian Governments who will be
attending the Centenary Celebrations.

The tour will be made during
November 12-18, and will embrace
such widely scattered areas as Colac,
Warrnambool, Great Western, Hor-
sham, Bendigo, Albury, Mt. Buffalo
National Park and the State Electricity
Commission’s works at Yallourn.
The ordinary Reso Train fare has been
slightly increased to cover the ad-
ditional rail mileage.

The Centenary Celebrations Council
has expressed pleasure at the oppor-
tunity which this Reso Tour provides
for its guests to visit leading dairying,
pastoral and wheat areas, vineyards, a
mammoth water conservation scheme,
gold mining, power production and
scenic features.
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l The Month’s Topic

Efficient
Storekeeping . . .

ET another Department has be-

come interested in the modern

storekeeping methods of the Spots-
wood  Storehouse. An
has recently been made of the advan-
tages of applying Spotswood’s system
to the Pentridge Penal Establishment.
This is further evidence, if such were
necessary, of the value of the stores
reorganisation carried out within the
Railway Department during the past
decade.

investigation

Representatives of the Australian
and New Zealand railway systems have
closely studied the operations of the
Storehouse and, with varjations to suit
local conditions, have introduced
similar methods with admirable results.

Members of many leading
mercial and industrial establishments
have also inspected the Storehouse
and have adopted similar practices.

Officers of the Stores Branch bhave
on & number of occasions been lent
to various bodies to advise on the
complete reorganisation of thefr stores
services on the lines of the Spotswood
Storehouse.

com-

Competent authorities from all
parts of the world have eulogised the
Spotswood Storehouse. Ordinary
methods have been replaced by scien-
tific orderliness; dust and dirt, with
their deteriorating effects upon the
stores, have been ecliminated by the
effective vacuum cleaning plant in use,
while the system in operation renders
it possible to take complete stock of
the stores and materials in a few
hours, compared with many
under former methods.

weeks

Of outstanding importance is the
reduction in the investment in stores
which the introduction of standard
stores systems and methods has made
possible. In July 1922, the value of
stores on hand was £2,059,000,

At the present time, the invest-
ment stands at £1,150,000—a reduction
which, notwithstanding the curtailment
of the works programme and the lower
values of materials, would have been
impossible under the former methods.

“Ulysses’” Party Hires
Rail Sedan Car

THE comfort and novelty of travel

in the Department’s rail sedan car
greatly impressed parties of tourists
from the ‘‘ Ulysses,” British round-
the-world cruise ship, which visited
Melbourne last month.

The rail sedan was chartered for
a visit to the State Electricity Com-
mission’s works at Yallourn, and also
for a tour to the Great Western wine
cellars and ‘“ Ercildoune,” the well-
known sheep station at Burrumbeet.

The party keenly appreciated the
interesting features inspected and the
cordiality of the welcomes extended to
them. :

Before joining the express to
Adelaide to meet the Ulysses, the
party made a tour of Ballarat,

SERVICE

RITING to the Com-

missioners, Mr. H. G.

O. Curtis, of Tooronga,
said :
“I feel incident
arises of special merit it should
be made known fo you. Re-
cently, my son was travelling
to join a group of military
trainees en route to camp, and
in his haste to catch the train,
took the keys of the house and
my all-lines rail ticket which
was attached to my chain.

/

\

f

|

that when an i
|

{

‘“ On explaining the position to the ]
/

Stationmaster at Tooronga, he
immediately ‘'phoned Flinders-
street. My son was located,
the keys taken from him and
the lot were returned to me
after being out of my possession
for less than half-an-hour.

“1 do not know this Station-
master, but his general goodwill
to the public ought to be known
and redound to his credit.”

Buffalo Chalet Ball
on July 17

HE fourth Buffalo Chalet Ball,

one of the outstanding events

of Melbourne’s dancing season,
will be held on Tuesday, July 17.

It will be under the patronage of
His Excellency the Governor (Lord
Huntingfield) and Lady Huntingfield
and the Lord and Lady Mayoress of
Melbourne.

On this occasion, the venue will
be the ““49 Club ™ Ballroom, which
1s Just over Princes Bridge,

The ball will again be conducted
on cabaret lines, thus ensuring
table accommodation for everyone
attending. The price of a single
ticket is 12/6 and proceeds will, as
usual, be devoted to Charity.

GETTING IN EAF
testimon:

TRIKING
the popularity of
Christmas  and E

Holiday Train tonrs, ine
vated by the Departmen:
years ago, is the unpreced
number of advance bo
already made for the
Christmas Holiday train

Despite the fact tha
definite itinerary has yet
planned, 58 persons who
participated in previous
have reserved accommod
on the Christmas tour.
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Steel Rails As
Telegraph

HE continued use of steel
to carry the wires of the
ment’'s State-wide telephone as
graph system is a notable exs
the economical application
which, having outlived its us
its original sphere, is suc
adapted for other purposes.
Extensive deterioration of
and telegraph wood poles
ravages of fire, white ants =
pests induced the Depars
adopt steel rail poles instead
poles. As a result, mainten=z
will be considerably reducec:
The rails, which have -
stage when they are no longe:
able in the permanent way,
with ground plates at the
suitable fittings at the top
the timber cross arms. At the
time, approximately 1000 -
are being installed—about 5
of the total number of poles
—.——

Interesting Ra:
Experiments QOve:
BRIEF details of two :

developments in railros
tice
recently.

In the United States of
experiments are being mac
driving of a rail motor a &
40 miles with power derive
short wave radio broadcastin;

The car is of the dis:
pelled type used by many
railway companies for s!
senger runs. It is intende
car shall pick up sufficient
energy from a short wave tr
station. For this purpose
feet towers have been cons:
the railway property.

A new model for a
steam locomotive has bee:
the National Research L
Ortawa, Canada.

It has been designed
air resistance by 35 per ce
lift smoke from the funne
the cab and trains.

oversedas came
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‘RIED USE IN
~ EPARTMENT

vear the Department
‘s use for thousands of
»c yards of ashes—the
‘rom the furnaces of its
wnger and goods loco-
Engineers of the Way
rks Branch declare that
waes are invaluable—and
very little. A continuous
: available from loco-
tepots located all over the

ishes are used for a variety
arposes, such as on the
nent way, in station yards,
4 pathmaking, and even at
rental Nursery at Fleming-

-anch lines and most sidings
1 with ashes. In addition,
re of great value on other

soft formations are en-
The standard practice is
the clay or other soft sub-
ace it with a substantial
wes and provide adequate

santities of ashes were used
recent series of regrading
cases where new banks were
to 12-inch layer of ashes was
wundation for the ordinary
<t on which the tracks rest.

al use is found for the
the landscape gardener.
ntities are used for drainage
z out of lawns. The finer
-r screening, are being
placed in the bottoms of
where they provide an

——

Workmen’s
epers in Service

T completion of the building
workmen’s sleeping cars at
wsort Workshops brings the
=t's stock of these wvehicles

rs, which are a standard
-~ ft. 2 in. overall and 9 ft.
Four bunks are fitted in
ogether with a collapsible
ung forms, cupboards for
and a meat safe.
s an open fireplace lined,
precaution, with galvanised
angle iron frame. As a
casure of safety, the floor
- in front is covered with
s sheet.
of is of galvanised iron, and
=wcans of adding to the oc-
comfort during the warm
a special insulation has

- a:eql between the ceiling and
anised iron.

taining The Ashes

DA A AR AT AT a4 LA

I".R. STORES SYSTEM
FOR PENTRIDGE »
A MINIATURFE  Spors-

wood Storehouse at the
Pentridge Penal Istab-
lishment, Coburg, is likely to
follow the investigation carried
out last month at the gaol by
Mr. H. S. Sergeant, Assistant
Comptroller of Stores.
Lmpressed by the efficiency of
the Department’s modern store-
keeping methods, the Inspector
General of Penal Establishments
asked the Commissionersto make
My, Sergeant’s services avail-
able in an adviscry capacity.
My, Sergeant’s report is now
being considered by the Penal
authorities.
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Scholars Learn About

Yallourn Scheme

NEW record has been es-
A tablished in the number of
school pupils visiting Yal-
lourn on the Government Tourist
Bureau’s educational day tours.

Since the schools resumed after
the Christmas vacation, 10 special
traing have been run carrying a total
of 4000 passengers. Three further
tours, with an estimated number of
1200 passengers, have been arranged
to take place before the winter. In
the first five months of last year, eight
tours were conducted.

Colleges and high, technical and
State schools in the suburban area
have been represented on the tours,
as well as schools from Castlemaine,
Kyneton and Colac.

Centenary Celebrations

ACCOMMODATION
APPEAL

AILWAYMEN will doubtless
R have seen an advertised ap-

peal to private householders
living in the metropolitan area
to make available spare rooms
for paying guests during the Cen-
tenary Celebrations and- also to
the owners of furnished flats to
register with The Official Cen-
tenary Accommodation Bureau.

T is appreciated that many resi-
dents will invite relatives and
friends to stay with them, but
thousands of others can assist by
accommodating paying guests.
Melbourne’s reputation for hos-

pitality will be at stake, and it must
be realised that it is an obligation

to ensure that our Centenary
visitors are comfortably accom-
modated.

Suitable accommodation in private
homes at a2 fair tariff will appeal to
many Visitors.

Railwaymen’s Part

Railwaymen can render material
assistance by bringing the appeal to
the notice of their friends, and urging
those who have spare rooms to com-
municate at once with The Official
Centenary Accommodation Bureau, 435
Collins-street, Melbourne, mentioning
whether the accommodation covers
room only, bed and breakfast or full
board and lodging.

It is desirable to emphasise that

this Bureau is the only Booking

Bureau officially recognised by the

Centenary Celebration Council, the
Executive of the Eucharistic Con-

gress and other organisations.

[T

A Railway Scrapbook

Bargain Fares
for Honeymooners

Special concession fares for honey-
moon couples 1s the latest innovation
on the Italian State Railways. Fares
for these travellers were reduced by
70 per cent. as a means of promoting
travel.

Now, Prince Boncompagni has
decided to permit honeymoon couples
to ride on trams and buses in Rome
free of charge. They must, however,
visit Rome within a week of their
marriage, and they must produce
their marriage lines at the booking
office.

Heavyweight
Loco. Driver

When James O’Grady died recently,

“ Queer things done

where railways run

the Pennsylvania Railroad Company
(U.S.A)) lost its biggest locomotive
driver. It is said that Mr. O’Grady
weighed no less than 400 lb.

Triumph of
Alertness

A resourceful and alert locomotive
driver on an express train in Hamp-

shire, England, recently saved 34
acres of a 36-acre crop.
As the express rushed through

Micheldever station, the driver flung
out a lump of coal about which was
wrapped a piece of paper bearing the
message ‘‘ Field of corn on fire.”

The stationmaster immediately tele-
phoned to local farmers, and the fire
was quickly under control.
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T.H.C. at the Tee

AFTER completing nearly 50 vears of
service, Mr. T. H. Coulthard, Staff Clerk
of the Rolling Stock Branch, has retired.
His regret at severing connection with the
Department is tempered by the prespect of
unrestricted rounds of golf. Always greatly
interested in the game, he played a prominent
part in bringing the V.R.I. Golf Club to its
present flourishing state. He was also largely
responsible for the recent revival of Interstate
railway golf. Mr. Coulthard was Staff
Clerk for 15 vyears, and prior to that was
Principal Clerk at the Newport Workshops
for 13 vears. He began in the Loco, Ac-
countant’s Office in 1886, Before transfer
to Newport he was personal clerk to Mr.
Allison Smith, then Loco. Supt., and to
Mr. T. H. Woodroffe, Chief Mechanical
Engineer. —J.K.

Suburban Traffic Expert

ITH the retirement of Mr. T. J.
Sullivan, Assistant to the Metro.

Supt., the Department loses one of its
most highly skilled transportation
officers. For more than 25 years, he

was intimately connected with the
diverse requirements of the suburban
area, applying himself particularly to
the efficient running of the huge traffic
to and from the three principal city
stations. When suburban electric trac-
tion was introduced in 1919, he became
the first elecrtic train running officer,
and up to the time of his retirement he
specialised in this side of traffic working.
He was a familiar figure at vital points
on all special occasions when traffic was
abnormally large. His judgment and
ability for making quick decisions when
traffic suddenly fluctuated at holiday
periods were invaluable. —A.G.C.

Wangaratta’s Tribute

HEN Stationmaster F. H. Shepherd

received advice last month, of his pro-
motion and transfer from Wangaratta to
Echuca, local railwaymen and citizens re-
vealed their respect and appreciation by
arranging an enthusiastic farewell function.
Representatives of his own staff, and other
branches of the service and many prominent
residents paid glowing tributes to the highly
efficient and helpful manner in which Mr.
Shepherd had controlled Wangaratta station
during the past nine years. Responding,
Mr. Shepherd referred appreciatively to the
loyalty and co-operation ie had at alt times
received from his staff. The gathenngs
farewell gift was a handsome clock.—C.G

Workshops Veteran

LEM ARTHURS’ shopmates at the
Newport Workshops gathered in large
numbers last month to farewell him. He
had completed 50 years of service, all of

which were spent in the Rolling Stock Branch.
Clem was one of ‘‘the old Contemptibles,”
having commenced in the Department when
the workshops were situated at Williamstown.
He was one of the original employes at the
inauguration of the Newport Workshops in
1884,  As farewell gifts, he received a clock,
and two crystal vases for Mrs. Arthurs. My,

Harman, Foreman of the T'urnery, made
the presentation. —G.W.B.

Flowers and Cups

IN the short space of two years,
Operating Porter Tom Ray, of
Trafalgar, has leaped into pro-
minence as one of the State’s most
successful growers of chrysanthe-
mums. Within 12 months, he
gained one of the principal cups
at the Melbourne Royal Horticul-
tural Show. However, he eclipsed
this record recently when he won
two cups and also triumphed with
the Show's best reflex bloom—
“ Mrs. Reuter,” a pure white—
in competition with some of Vic-
toria’s leading growers of these
flowers. Just now, his garden at
Trafalgar is one of the district’s
show places, his 80 blooms, the
largest about 12 inches across,
reflecting great credit upon this
industrious railwayman. He has
also had considerable success with
many other flowers at district
shows. —E.H.B.

Fune Birthdays

ACTG. Ganger T. E. Boyle of Lubeck,
on the first ; Blacksmith E. L. Conquest
of Spotswood, on the second ; C. Mullany
of Betterment and Publicity Board, and
Depot Foreman J. A. Gorden of Flinders-
street, on the third ; Trans. Staff Officer R.
McClelland, Stationmaster €. L. Wadelton
of Bendigo and B. & S. Insptr., C. H.
Saunders of Flinders-street, on the fourth ;
Phil Maynard of Trans. Staft Office, on the
fifth; Driver W, Ludge of Korumburra, on
the sixth ; W. & W. Engineer A. K. Bartel,
L. H. Barrett of Room 2, Auditor of Revenue
D. H. Falconer, Foreman Artisan W. C.
Pain of Flinders-street, and Guard J. G.
Dick of Flinders-street, on the eighth;
B’maker R. C. Bydder of Newport, on the
ninth ;  Guard P. H. Ross of Melb. Yard,
on the 10th; Goods Guard C. D. Elliott
of Melb. Yard, on the 11th; Depot Foreman
W. M, Ross of Geelong, Yard Foreman J.
Muller of Geelong and Porter H. W. Jackson
of Benalla on the 12th; Clerk S. A. Rosler
of R.S. Accounts, and B’'maker R. A, Flower
of Traralgon, on the 18th ; Advertising Officer
G. P. Mulcahy on the 14th; Chiet Special
Officer J. E. McDowell of Traffic Branch,

“C & G” GLASSES

arc only fitted after a thorough eye examination by our Qualified Opticians.
Special Concession to Railway Employees and their Families

COLES & GARRARD [

Phone Central 10595

370-2 Bourke-st., MELB. Cl

Sight Testing Opticians

and Driver P, G. Ballantine of -
on the 15th; Optg. Porter S. ]
Metro. Supt., on the 16th; B
W. H. Tregoning on the 17th:
W. H. Cassidy, of Maryboroug
18th; I.dg. Engine Cleaner C. H
Benalla, Shunter E. S. Adams «
and Optg. Porter S. E. Lawless
nallum on the 19th ; Actg. Works
A. F. Caven of Dimboola on :
Way & Works Asst. Chief Eng
Goudy and Guard B. G. Jones
on the 21st; Stationmaster W. |
of Huon, on the 22nd ; Guard A
lett of Geelong, on the 23rd ; Work
W. J. O'Connor of Maryborough =
T. B. Hovey of Gorae on the 24:
W. Brandy of Room 10 and As
Agent P. A. Fankhauser, on the 2°
G.T. Bureau Manager R. T. War
Assistant Engineer T. O. Pugh =
C. K. McKay of Benalla on the 26z
cunng Officer J. F. Hennessy, Ic

Rudd of Melb. Yard, and S:
Superwsor L. Tarrant of Seymt,
27th ; Signalman R. Wyatt of \\,
the 28th; Guard E. Campi of |
Signalman H. W, Calder of Bencd s
29th ; Deputy Chairman J. ¢
Betterment & Publicity Board, .
Safeworking Officer C. MclIntyre =
Foreman W. J. George of Maryv!
the 30th.

Last Mile Pos

John Hearle
RAIL\/VAYMEN learned with
regret of the death last mo-
John Hearle, Melbourne Goods =
dent. His wide transportation exp
genial disposition made him one
known and most popular offic
service.

Mr. Hearle’s appointment as Go
followed many years of close assoc
the goods trathc side of the D
activities.

He began as a junior clerk =
bourne Goods Sheds in 1897.
at various locations preceded
for a position in Room 10 in 1¢°

Upon transfer to the Secretas
in 1920, he travelled to all parts
with Mr. C. I\’Iiscamble, forme-
sioner, and plaved an important
big reorganisation of goods train

Mr, Hearle returned to the °
Branch in 1926, and was in co
10 at the time he was appoi
Superintendent.

Harold Gordon Hamilss

W I'TH the death last month ¢

Hamilton, Inspector of Acc
passes one of the most brilliar:
the Accounts Branch.

Leading officers are unanimow
Department has suffered a seves
cause Mr. Hamilton’s outstan:
made him invaluable on all kind:
work.

The present efficient working
Accounting—an entirely new pha
accountancy practice introduced
past 18 months—is attributed :
mitting supervision of Mr. Ham:
are now 15 accounting points
parts of the State, and the int-
the scheme and the training of
officers devolved upon Mr, H:

e had experience in all div
Branch, and between 1922-29,
Officer to the Comptroller of
position calling for a highls
knowledge of finance.

During the Great War, he w:
the Defence Department where
an important post in the financ
tration.

The V.R. News Letter is issu:
the Victorian Railways Commiss:
ratloayman in the service. Persor
and other brief succinct contribur
addressed to the Editor, Beltern
licity Board, Head jﬁce

Wholly set up and printed ir
the Victorian Railways Print
Laurens-street, North Nelbour
Publishers—The Victorian Ra
missioners,
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Years Ago

'CTURED in the next
column is an interesting
railway relic which has
‘or many years in No. 1
Box, Spencer-street.

Arthur Rogers, a retired
i, recalls that this ‘‘ Road
Board,” was originally

the Inner Junction Box, then

< the Batman’s Hill Junction
ch was situated about 200
a south-westerly direction
present No. I Signal Box.
which was built in 1873
lished about 35 years ago,

wcent to the junction of the
and goods lines.

rimitive method of operating
ard—the movement by hand
‘ndicators either to right or
cording to whether the roads
ccupied by goods trains run-
and from ‘‘A” Sh

ng Car Service
ised by
Hamilton Harly

¥ tribules are paid lo the high
wdard of the service and cuisine
« the dining car running on the
mited express between Melbourne

= the world-travelled patrons
2r who have expressed ap-
is Sir Hamilton Harty, the
ed orchestral conductor, now
‘ustralia under the auspices of
-alian  ‘Broadcasting Com-

in the car recently
- to Sydney, Sir Hamil:on
the menu card in the
ulogistic terms :

%.th sincere thanks and

ration for the splendid

¢ in this car.

* Hamilton Harty.”

iining

wufe was brought to the notice of

wioners  who, in  thanking Sir

woressed the view thal commenda-

kind from such a cultivated

wld inspire the staff concerned to
Il better things.

imitive Safeworking
vice in Melb. Yard

DESPITE the fact that the Board was made more

than 60 years ago. it is still in good condition.
1t measures 124 in. wide and 233 in. deep.

In the cenire is a picture of John Balman, with the
inscription ;. “Founder of Melbourne, November, 19,
1835.”

On the strip of leather al the foot of the Board,
the following words are written : Primitive Track
Lock. Originally used in Batman's Hill Junction Box,
Melbourne Goods Yard, 1873, Qld Inner Junction.

Race Special From
Flinders-st. Now

AIL travellers to the Grand National

Race Meeting at Flemington -on.
July 7, 11 and 14 will have the benefit of
a specital train service beginning from
Flinders-street station, instead of
Spencer-street.

This innovation was introduced
for the Williamstown race meeting
held on June 30.

Each special race train will, of

course, stop at Spencer-street to pick
up race passengers at No. 14 platform,
instead of the regular No. 1 platform.

If the experiment proves successful,
it will be extended to certain future
race meetings at Flemington and
Williamstown.

Vivid Contrast With
Power Signalling of

Modern Times

contrasts vividly with modern safe-

working apparatus designed auto-

matically to serve the same purpose.

In the Department’s most up-to-
date Signal Boxes equipped with a
power signalling frame which pro-
vides power-operated interlocking, the
signalmen have a complete and con-
tinuous picture of the movements of
all trains in sections under their
control.

A large diagram of the network of
tracks is reproduced on glass illumi-
nated by a series of electric. light
globes automatically connected with
the tracks in the controlled section.

When a section is unoccupied, that
section of the diagram is illuminated,
but as soon as a train enters the
section the lights are automatically
extinguished, leaving a clearly defined
black strip which remains until the
train is clear of the section.

Morning Papers
Earlier For
Western District

ESTERN District residents be-
yond Geelong are now re-
ceiving the Melbourne morning
newspapers earlier than the previous
railway timetable permitted. The
new service was introduced on June

11.

The 3 a.m. goods train from Gee-
long has been altered to leave at 4.20
a.m., and to run to a fast schedule to
Camperdown, then performing road-
side work for. the remainder of the
journey to Warrnambool.

Under -this rearrangement, the
newspapers are now being despatched
from Melbourne on the regular 2
a.m. ‘‘newspaper’ train to Gee-
long, instead of by the 8.20 am.
passenger train. ‘

The substantial amount of time
saved is shown in the comparison of
the old and new schedules detailed
below :—

Old New
Colac ... Arr. 11 7 am. 7 5 a.m.
Camperdown ,, 12 7 p.m. 8 35 a.m.
Terang 5 12 43 pm. 10 10 a.m.
Warrnambool ,, 1 47 pom. 12 45 p.m,
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’ The Month’s Topic

The Just-closed

Financial Year

LTHOUGH there has been a slight
A increase in railway revenue recently,

the results of operation during the
financial year which ended on June 30 will
disclose a substantial decrease as compared
with 1932-33.

While the financial position is, of course,
disappointing, it is important to remember
that in common with practically every other
business and industry, the Victorian Railways
have been seriously affected by the business
depression, and have also suffered because
of the quantity of wheat held in the country
due to the unfavorable market overseas.

However, the results of operating the
Victorian Railways will bear favorable com-
parison with those of other businesses. They
compare more than favorably with the re-
sults of other railways, not only in Austra-
lasia, but also in Great Britain and the United
States of America.

Notwithstanding that the Victorian Rail-
ways system is over-capitalised to the extent
of many millions of pounds, the return on
the Railway Capital investment for 1932-33
was 3'82 per cent., while 243 per cent. was
the return of the Amalgamated Railways in
England for 1933, and 1'8 per cent. the re-
turn of the Class | railroads in US.A. for
the 12 months ended 31st December, 1933—

the latest figures available.

HE coming financial year can be viewed

more optimistically, because the rail-

way revenue is expected to receive a
fillip from the rail travel which will be created
during the Centenary Celebrations.

The visit of H.R.H. Prince Henry,
followed by the Eucharistic Congress, com-
bined with the added significance of the
Centenary Royal Show and the Melbourne
Cup Meeting, will unquestionably have
beneficial repercussions upon the Depart-
ment.

Despite the anticipated increased revenue
during 1934-35, the Administration is fully
alive to the fact that there can be no relaxation
of the determined efforts to further improve
the service and to effect economies wherever
practicable.

In this connection, the Commissioners
are confident that they can rely upon a con-
tinuance of the whole-hearted co-operaticn
and team work of every railwayman in the

service.

Railwaymen Farewell
Mr. T. B. Molomby

MR. N. C. HARRIS, Deputy Chair-
man of Commissioners, Mr. Com-
missioner M. J. Canny and many
prominent railwaymen of the past and
present attended the complimentary
dinner tendered to Mr. T. B. Molomby,
retired Railways Commissioner, in the
V.R.I. Concert Hajl last month. A
presentation of pipes and a cheque was
made.

Mr. Molomby disclosed that he
had once been a school teacher and
might have been a bank clerk.

“1 was educated at the Flinders
State school,” he said, ‘‘and one day
when 1 was a senior pupil I was placed
in charge of a junior class. 1 enjoyed
the experience so much that, after
acting as school teacher until lunch
time, I went home and never returned.

‘1 applied for a position in a bank,
but my mother was determined to make
me a railwayman and hid the letter
which the bank manager wrote inviting
me to see him. So I joined the rail-
ways.”’

SERVICE

ON the eve of his departure from
Victoria, His Highness the Mahara-
jah of Dharampur, Ruler of the Indian
State of Dharampur, gave the following
message to Mr. W. McConnell,
Manager, Govt. Tourist Bureau:

“It has been a delightful ex-
perience to come to Australia, and
the efficient service which I received
from the Victorian Government
Tourist Bureau and indeed all the
other Bureaux in the States, as well
as New Zealand, makes my country-
men wish to come and see your
Australasia. Nowhere else have
I received such helpful advice and
service.”

e

Reduced Fares For
Country Race Meetings

S INCE the introduction in March last
of substantially reduced fares for
travel to country race and sports meet-
ings by guaranteed special trains, there
has been an increase in the number of
the revenue has

rail travellers, but
declined.

Up to the time of going to press,
these special fares—return tickets at
single fare less 20 per cent. for second
class, with the addition of 25 per cent,
only for first class travel—have been
available for 50 meetings.

Comparing the traffic for these
meetings with a similar number in
1933, the number of passengers
advanced from 5126 to 6562 or 28
per cent., while the revenue decreased
from £2088 to £1894, or 9 per cent.

In one instance, however, the returns
reveal increases in both the number
travelling and the revenue derived. For
the recent Seymour race meeting, the
number of rail travellers increased by
105, or 215 per cent., by comparison
with the corresponding meeting in 1933,
while the revenue advanced by 81 per
cent.

“C?” Class Loco
Improve Geods Tr
Schedules

MPROVEMENTS in the
formances of ‘“C” class
motives, following the =

fication of the front end
reflected in the recent accelers
of various goods train schecd

On the Bendigo-Melbour:
tion, the up and down journe:
been reduced by 57 and 42
respectively, Between Seymo:
Melbourne, via Essendon, the -
tive times saved are 23 and 29
while zia Albion the running
have been reduced by 33
minutes,

Between Ararat and Geelong
Maroona, substantial improvem
in the service have been effe:
40 minutes being saved on the
and 112 minutes on the &
journey.

Summarised, the modificat
the front end of the loco:
comprise the introduction of .
cleaning type of smoke-box, 2
tion in the height of the blas
and an increase in the size of th
pipe cap. The diameter
chimney has also been increase

As a result, the locor
steaming capabilities have bes
proved and the back pressure
cylinders, which is opposed to e
operation, has been lessened.

In view of the success w
e class locomotives,
experiments are in progress on
class locomotives.

Mr. C. H. Fethney is !
Asst. Chief Engin

FTER occupying the pos
ﬂ Assistant Chief Engineer

and Works for six year
A. Goudy, B.C.E., retived fr
service last month. His succ
Mr. C. H. Fethney, Superis
Engineer,

Mr. Goudy was associated -
Construction Branch before joir
Victorian Railways in 1895, He
through the grades of draftsmu
engineering assistant to engines
coming Engineer of Mainten:
1924,

Mr. Goudy was an expert be
designer, and was closely assoc
with Mr. J. H. Fraser, a for
Chief Engineer, himself a spec
in that branch of engineering
Mr. Fethney entered the

as an engineering student ir
He was successively enginees
bourne Yards Engineer, Metr
trict Engineer, Inspecting E
and Superintending Engineer.

He has had a comprehensis
perience of all phases of engines
work carried out by the Depar:
for many years past.
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Reversing Suburban Cars Means

other side.

IS seemingly unimportant and
-known operation of re-
ing the carriages is actually
ing of attaining a substantial
n in maintenance costs, and
1 a regular feature during the
months since 1930.

to 1930, each suburban
became due for re-painting
vears’ service. As a result
-eversing operations, however,
seen possible to extend the
ng period to three years.

‘his basis, 22 carriages are now
c-painted each month at the
: Workshops.

iddition, the longer interval
re-painting work has enabled
ure to be reduced in the car
and upholstering section of
werhaul work.

« reversing the carriages, the
« make-up of the trains to

Big Maintenance Savings

EW rail travellers will notice that during the

next four months the majority of the car-

riages running in the suburban electrified
service will be reversed.

Primarily, the arrangement is to enable the
weather effect on the paintwork of the carriages
to be more evenly distributed. Experience has
shown that the paint on the northern exterior of
a carriage deteriorates more rapidly than on the

which every-day suburban rail
travellers have become accustomed,
is not disturbed. If the sequence of
the carriages were altered, confu-
sion and inconvenience would result,
particularly during the morning and
evening peak periods.

On each week day (Saturdays
excepted), a special train of eight
suburban carriages is run from Princes
Bridge to North Fitzroy. The train
then returns wvia the Northcote Loop
to Northcote, thence to Clifton Hill
and Princes Bridge, thus completely
reversing all carriages.

A vyellow cross on one of the
channel bars of each carriage
serves as an indication to the shunt-
ing staff. When the present work
of reversing is completed, the yellow
cross will be on the south side of a
carriage.

Altogether, there are 851 carriages
in suburban service, and about 85
per cent. of these will be reversed
du:ing the present operations.

ito. Couplers For
ountry Carriages

sntinuance of the Depart-
«at's automatic coupler pro-
imme, preparations were
ast month for the install-
»f automatic couplers on
passenger carriages.

o the time of writing, 186
ces and 13,148 goods wagons
:n equipped.

~+ have been completed to re-

carriages at the Newport
ps at the rate of three a week.
nected that an approximate
10 will be dealt with during
=nt financial year.

= vehicles will be altered and

:h transition hooks and screw

< and when a sufficient num-
carriages and other rolling

e been prepared to enable
ze-over to be effected without
2 with normal traffic require-~
the transition hooks and
uplings, together with the

“ers, will be removed and the
- couplers installed.

Portland Centenary
Traffic Plans

RAIL traffic to Portland during
the Centenary Celebrations is
expected to be on an unprecedented
scale, necessitating the introduction
of a 15-minute steam train service
between Hamilton and Portland.

A service of such frequency on a
country line will be unique 1n the
history of the Department; it wiil
perhaps be a record for Australia.

This heavy traffic is expected on
November 19 when H.RH. Prince
Henry attends the historic ceremonies
depicting the landing of the Henty
Brothers at Portland 100 years ago.

School children from the sur-
rounding districts, extending as far
north as Ararat, will comprise the
major portion of the passengers. In
addition, it is expected that large
numbers of the general public will
travel by rail to Portland on Novem-
ber 16.

The Superintendent of Train Ser-
vices and his staff are already making
preliminary arrangements to handle
the traffic.

GEELONG-BALLARAT
TRACK CONVERSION

HE Way and Works Branch

is making good progress in

the conversion from double
to single track of the Bannock-
burn-Warrenheip section on the
Geelong to Ballarat line.

This work is the result of a con-
sistent decline in traflic on the line
during 2 number of years. For some
time after the line was built in 1862,
it was the main line for Mildura and
the Wimmera to and from Melbourne.

When the Melbourne — Bacchus
Marsh-Ballarat line was completed,
however, the major portion of the
traffic was diverted from the Geelong-
Ballarat line, and in more recent years
the bulk of the Wimmera traffic has
been railed to Geelong wia the
Maroona—Gheringhap line, instead of
through Ballarat.

It is clear, therefore, that the
double track is no longer necessary
for the economical handling of the
traffic, and the conversion to single
track will result in substantial re-
ductions in working and maintenance
expenditure.

The rails, sleepers and ballast
released from the line will be used to
advantage in other parts of the State.
About 20 miles of 80 lb. rails will be
relaid on sections of the Ballarat-
Maryborough—Donald line. In ad-
dition, more than 10 miles of double-
headed rails, which are no longer
serviceable for the track, will be used
as telegraph poles.

—s

Wool Rail Freights
Further Reduced

A further reduction in the rail
freight rates on wool carried over
distances beyond 200 miles to

Melbourne and Geelong became effec-
tive on July 1.

The reductions increase propor-
tionately with the distances the wool
is transported.

Wool. freights were cut 25 per cent.
on July 1 last year, and this extra
concession will be greatly appreciated
by woolgrowers and lead, it is expected,
to increased rail traffic.

————

Popularising Ski-ing
With  the

object of increasing
public interest in ski-ing, the Ski
Club of Victoria has chosen Mt.
Buffalo National Park as the venue
for a series of novice and intermediate
events between August 4-11.

Skilled members of the Club will
be in attend:nce to improve the
contestants’ proficlency in a sport
which is rapidly becoming one of
Australia’s most popular winter pas-
times




V.R. NEWS LETTER

Fuly

1 Personal Postscript

P

Services Appreciated
STAT]ONJV[ASTER R. E.

Bourke’s  recent promotion and

transfer from Boolarra to Ma-
thoura led the Boolarra Progress As-
sociation to place on vecord with the
Commissioners the district’s keen ap-
preciation of the service he had rendered
while in charge of that station. His
eagerness al all times to serve the
Department’s clients, coupled awith the
active interest he manifested in all local
affarrs, *“ went a long wav to welding
a bond of friendship between the public
and the railwavs.” Mr, Bourke was
at Boolarra for three vears, and prior
to 1931 had been located at stations in
many parts of the State. He entered
the service as an operating porter at
Tinamba in 1920, —D.K.

:'_H\l\lll!(lul!ﬂll!|Hl(lllll!lll|||IIllllllllllllllllilIIIE
A Gold Wateh and— =

WHEN the colleagues of Fore-
man Boilermaker Bob Wilson,
of the North Bendigo Workshops,
assembled to farewell him on his

retirement, they demonstrated
their high regard by making a
unique presentation. A hand-

some gold watch for himself and a
silver and crystal butter dish for
Mrs. Wilson, preceded the handing
over a gift which greatly affected
Bob-—a Cocker Spaniel puppy tore-
place a dog to which he was deeplyy
attached and which was recently
kitled. Bob was located at the
North Bendigo Workshoos for 16
years, and prior to joining the
Victorian Railways was employed
with the Hobson's Bay Railway
Company.—A.L.S.

TR L L LE RS R R R R LA R E L D L T

Back to the Land

FROM Stationmaster to wheat and shecp
farmer is the step which QOuyen’s popular
Stationmaster, Peter Campbell, has taken
after 45 years of active railroading. He has
an abiding faith in the Mallee, gained during
many years of experience as a relieving
Stationmaster. He was .in charge of the
Ouyen station since 1929. As was to be
expected, this genial Stationmaster won the
appreciation of his staff and local residents,
and they farewelled him last month with an
appropriate presentation.—W . R.H.

New R.S. Accountant

M R.j. J. GARIJINER, who was appointed

Rolling Stock Accountant last month,
brings 1o his responsible position a thorough
knowledge of accounting and of the diverse
activities of the Rolling Stock Branch.
Eight vears ago, he qualified as an account-
ant, and had the distinction of gaining first
place in Australiz at the examination con-
ducted by the [Federal Institute of Ac-

countants. He was then appointed as under-
study to- Mr. W. J. Bustelli, who recently
retired. Mr. Gardiner has had extensive

Loco. Depots in various
parts of the State, supplemented by a term
as personal clerk to Mr. A, E. Smith, a
former Chief Nlechanical Engineer. He
Joined the sérvice at the North Melbourne
Car and Wagon Shops 24 V61r> ago, and is
now 40 vears of age.—P.F

Fuly Birthdays

SIG\AL\M\N J. Baldock, of Flinders-

street, and Overhead Inspector -A. E.
\/Ic\/lahon on the second ; Block and Signal
Inspector A.E. Colson, Goods Agent W. N.
Wortley and Guard J. M. Wright, of Geelong,
on the third; . Acting Asst., Stationmaster
I'. Bennett of Werribee on the fourth;
Cleaner W. I.. Davis of Mildura and Station-
master L. M. Bentley of Seddon on the fifth ;
Fitter A. Price of Bendigo, on the sixth;
Roadmaster C. S. Walsh, of Geelong, and

experience at

Driver W. McMahon of Donald, on the
seventh; Ganger H. J. Emmett of Woori
Yallock on the eighth: Govt. Tourist
Bureau Manager W. ‘I Connell, Road

Foreman H. H. Charman of Ballarat and
Foreman F. Croucher of Benalla, on the
pinth; Fireman J. V. MecNeil of North
Melbourne and Ldg. Shunter J. A. Baquie
of Melb. Yard, on the 10th; Chemist W. 5.
Macartney of Newport Workshops, W. and
W. Senior Clerk B. F..l.amb, of Bendigo,
and Guard M. T. Cleary of Benalla, on the
12th ;
Murfitt of Flinders-street, and Electrical
Mechanic H. J. Whitelock on the 13th;
Driver F. A. Chamberlain of D \/l'lrvborough
and Asst. Photographer A. L. Reid on the
14th ; Fireman H. L. Newcombe of Dimboola
on the 13th; Guard Harry Lee of Melb.
Yard, on the 16th; Porter H. A. Bird of
Sandringham  on  the 17th; Driver A.
Thomson of Donald, Running 'Gear Repairer
Pinder of Benalla and Clerk Louis Corkill

of W. and W. Accts. Office, on the j8th;
Asst. Comptroller of Stores H. s, gergeant
and Stationmaster W. E. Asmus of Bridge-
water on the 19th; Yard Supervisor John
Baker of Geelong, on the 20th; Fireman C.
Kemmis of Geelong on the 21st; Secretary’s
Branch Chief Clerk V. F. Letcher and Shunter
S. Bell, of Flinders-street, on the 22nd;
Works Sub-Foreman C. J. Profitt of Dim-
boola and Driller H. McPhee of Newport on
the 23rd; Driver-in-Charge T. H. Fitch

Block and Signal Inspector A. W,

“C & G” GLASSES

are only fitted, by our Qualified Opticians, after a thorough eye examination,

Special Concession to Railwaymen and. their Families
Phone Central 10595 for an appointment.

COLES & GARRARD Pty. Ltd.
870-2 BOURKE STREET, MELBOURNE, C1.

of Warracknabeal, and Asst. Shed F
R. Kennedy of North Melbourne .o
the 26th; Senior Train Despatcher
O’Haire, of Flinders-street, and
Shunter J. S. Armstrong of Melb, Yz
the 27th; Asst. Chief Engineer of W
Works C. H. Fethney, Watchman Bob. ~
of North Melbourne, and Shift Ele
R. J. Mitchell of Spencer-street, on th
Chris. Madigan of North Mc\honrm
and Stationmaster ‘1", levdin of
on the 29th ; Porter (. B. Austio of
Melbourne, on the 30th; and Elect
neer J. W. L. Varey, of Spencer
"I'esting Depot, on the 31st.—C.M.

—_-—

Last Mile Post

John Murray Lycidas Twiss
HERE was general regret thre
the Heyfield district when Mr.

Stationmaster, une\pec[edly succurr
an operation for appendicitis on M\

He was 53 vears of age

Mr. I'wiss had been located at
since 1929, and his unfailing courts
helpfulness to all railway patrons ga:

admiration and respect of district re
He served abroad with the Australus
perial Forces during 1916-19.
William James George
MR GEORGE, Depot Foreman =
borough, who died last mont:
age of 53, was one of the most wide
members of the Rolling Stock Bram
He joined the service as an ap
fitter and turner at the Newport We
on June 3, 1898, and died on Jun
thus complenng e\ac(lv 36 years ser
Prior to transfer to Maryborough
Mr. George had been located at pm
every Locomotive Depot through
system.
Benjamin Burton Johnses
ITH the death last month
Johnson, a former Stationmast
passes another link with early railwa
in Victoria. He was 84 years of ag
He became a railwayman in 136
the time of his retirement in_ 190
Stationmaster at Seymour. Prior
he was located at many stations th
the system, notably Géelong and B
Mr. Johnson retained vivid recolle
the Kelly Gang, and was Stationr
T'allarook when their leader wz
brought to Melbourne under police
T'hree of Mr. Johnson's sons are =
in the Department—H.B., officer i=
Secretary’s  Branch Lorrespondc-
Room, W.B., Assistant Stationms
B.B., foreman, Spencer-street,
workshops.

James Osborne Houston

THE recent death of Mr. J. O.
remaves one of the best known z=

telegraphists in the Department.

50 years of age.

Sixteen years as a telegraphist at
street, Ballarat and Bendigo and ses
stations preceded his selection for l‘r
of Departmental Telegraph Instruc
thorough knowledge of telegraphy =
ideal for the post.

He successfully prepared and i-
the first correspondence course in :
which was of invaluable help to r:
unable to attend his classes.

Mr. Houston's proficiency in :
led to his appointment as a wireles:
with the AL},

His brother, Mr. W. M. Hous
prominent member of the Printing
staff at North Melbourne.

The V.R. News Letter is issued m

i

the Victorian Railways Commissione
ratlwayman in the service. Personal ;
and other brief succinct contribution
addressed to the Editor, Betterment
licity Board, Head Oﬂ!ce

Wholly set up and pnnred in Ao
the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens-street, North NIelbourm
Publishers—The Victorian Railwz
missioners.
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> the bolsters of a

REPRESENTING THE LONGEST AND HEAVIEST consignment
nmandled by the Department for many years, these three bridge
rs were railed last month from the Melbourne Goods Sheds to
zgaratta for erection over the Ovens River.
:ng and 6 ft. 6 in. deep, the total weight of the consignment being
:ns. The girders were loaded by the °“ Goliath
Because of the unusual proportions of the consignment, it was
ssary for Rolling Stock engineers to devise special precautionary

ssures to safeguard the girders in transit.

Each girder was 90

movable crane.

The girders were bolted

truck, and as the girders exceeded the
h of that vehicle, a ““* K truck was utilised at either end.

ACCELERATIONS
ASSISTED

fast passenger trains are
cuting a non-stop crossing
Werribee under single-
~uing conditions, which is
to be the only crossing
:d in the Southern Hemi-

v the 5.0 p.m. up Geelong
-d the 5.5 p.m. down War-
~in are scheduled to reach
ver at either end of No.
Verribee at 5.35 p.m. The
ceeds at its scheduled speed
1 road, while the down
erted to No. 2 road (more
mile in length) where it
-educed speed towards the
f the road.

: Conditions
:mpletion of the running
is, of course, dependent
carrying out of a prescribed
sfeworking requirements.
passing over the motor-
ints at either end of the
A7 train must obtain ‘‘ pro-
m an arrival signal. Prior
the departure signal at
end, the down train must

ique Werribee Running Crossing

obtain  ““ proceed ' at two inter-
mediate signals and the up train at
three intermediate  signals. The

movements of the down and up trains
are, therefore, controlled by four and
five signals respectively.

This running crossing was intro-
duced on April 9 last when the first
of the State-wide train accelerations

VALOR REWARDED

AILWAYMEN will be pleased
to learn that Stuart Austin, of
the Head Office Telegraph Division,
was among the 60 persons whose
bravery was officially recognised by
the Royal Humane Society last
month. His Excellency the Gover-
nor {Lord Huntingfield) presented
him with the Society’s bronze
medal. Although his right arm
had been severed above the elbow
in an accident five years ago,
Stuart unhesitatingly dived fully
clothed into the water at St. Kilda
late one night in April last and
dramatically saved the life of an
elderly woman. It was only after
a terrific struggle that he brought
the woman safely to shore.

commenced. It has proved an im-
portant factor in enabling the after-
noon Melbourne-Warrnambool train
to leave Spencer-street 20 minutes
later than previously and run to a
schedule similar to that of the ‘‘ Flier.”

paring for New V.R. Automatic Telephone Exchange

RING-OFF ON
HARMONIC !

REPARATIONS for the in-

stallation of the new auto-

matic telephone exchange in
the basement of the Head Office,
Spencer-street, are steadily pro-
gressing.

Advice has been received that the
equipment will arrive from overseas
about the first week in September.
One of the Company’s engineers will
supervise its erection. The equipment,
which is of a type not previously
installed in Australia, embodies the
most modern appliances.

It is expected that the actual work
of installation will occupy three
months, and that a vastly improved
telephone service will be in operation
towards the end of November.

The installation of four miles of new

distribution cables throughout the Head
Office has been completed. Altogether

R R R R Y PR RN R R R R R R LR RN RN R LR LT R PR RN T AR ILYTERILYILY]

WHEN the new exchange is installed,
a new Harmonic switchboard will
be provided, furnishing positions for
four operators instead of the existing
board which has only two positions.

Greatly improved facilities will, there-
fore, be available for an increased num-
ber of Harmonic users, and when the
rearrangement has been completed,
the present station to station party
lines and signal box party lines will be
abolished.

The efficient operation of the Har-
monic system depends upon the co-
operation of the staff. An essential feature
is that those engaged in a conversation should
ring-off when it is concluded so that the operator
on the switchboard may have an indication that
the conversation has ended.

300 miles of copper conducting wire are
contained in the cables. This re-
cabling work is claimed to be the
largest of its kind yet carried out in
Victoria.

In anticipation of greatly increased
telephone business to and from the
Department during the Centenary
Celebrations, five additional lines have
been provided from the Central Tele-
phone Exchange to the existing rail-
way automatic exchange.

Concurrently with the opening of

the automatic exchange, a new and

revised telephone directory will be
issued for Departmental circulation.

In many cases, the present tele-
phone numbers will be altered. In
order that telephone users may be-
come familiar with the alterations, a
preliminary booklet containing the
old and the new numbers will shortly
be issued.
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( The Month’s Topic |

Record-breaking
Run by
Streamlined Train

F outstanding interest to railwaymen
throughout the world is the recent
epoch-making run by the ** Zephyr,”
an American streamlined train, which covered
a non-stop journey of 1017 miles in the
extraordinarily quick time of 13 hours 4

minutes.
By averaging 78 miles per hour on the
entire journey, this ultra-modern train

accomplished the longest and fastest non-
stop run ever made by a train. It clipped
12 hours 41 minutes from the time of the
fastest steam train on the route traversed.
In other words it practically cut the steam
tram time m two.

On several stretches of the journey, the
* Zephyr " reached a speed of 112 miles
per hour, and reduced the estimated time
for the journey by two hours.

Great precautions were taken during the
train’s record-breaking run. Every grade
crossing on the thousand miles was guarded,
and every other train was side-tracked to
give a clear path to the silver-colored meteor.

The * Zephyr” consists of three arti-
culated cars of stainless steel, weighs only
100 tons and is built to accommodate 72
passengers. It is equipped with Diesel
engines, burning crude oil, which develop
660 horsepower. The oil costs about two-
pence a gallon, and the fuel for the 1017
miles journey was expected to total approxi-
mately £6.

Race Train Innovation
is Successful

UCCESS has attended the recent
innovation of despatching the
Flemington and Williamstown special
race trains direct from Flinders-street
station instead of from Spencer-street.
The running of the race specials
from Flinders-street has been carried
out smoothly and satisfactorily both

from a public and Departmental
standpoint.
Returns for the four meetings

covered by the new arrangement re-
veal that out of a total of 27,950
passengers on the forward journey,
16,267 travelled from Flinders-street
while the remainder joined at Spencer-
street,

On the return journey, 31,086 pas-
sengers were conveyed, and of these
80 per cent. availed themselves of the
facility for returning direct to Flinders-
street.

.
G.T.B. Vacation Tours
Exceed Record
A tours for school pupils during

the forthcoming September va-
ment Tourist Bureau.

Included in the arrangements is a
Adelaide who will spend a week at
Mt. Buffalo National Park.

Tourist Bureau officials, scholars from
Melbourne and suburban public, secon-
participate in tours to Mt. Buffalo
National Park (party of 100), Cowes
N.S.W., Wilson’s Promontory and
Lorne.
IN a letter to the Deputy Chairman of
H. Brunn, Director of the Assocxateci
Nurseries Pty. Ltd., Melbourne, said :
to Bowral, N.S.W., over 12 tons of
plants which entailed quite a lot

‘“ We are writing this letter in ap-

preciation of the courtesy and

torian and New South Wales rail-
way officials, and in particular we

of the Asst. General Superinten-
dent’s staff, who went to a great

RECORD number of special
cation has been planned by the Govern-
tour for a party of 100 scholars from

As a result of active canvassing by
dary, high and State schools will
(300), Mt. Hotham, Mt. Kosciusko,

Commissioners last month, Mr.

‘ Recently we had occasion to send

of careful handling.

attention given by both the Vic-

would like to thank Mr. E. Hughes,
deal of trouble to assist us.”

X x %
ONSISTING of 600 young rho-
dodendron shrubs, this consign-

ment was the largest and most

valuable of its kind ever handled by
the Department.

It was despatched from Upper

Ferntree Gully to Mr. Anthony
Hordern, ¢ Melton Park,” Bowral,
N.S'W., and was transported in a

“V?” closed truck to Albury where
two of the Company’s representatives
supervised the transfer to the N.S.W.
vehicle.

Careful handling by the railway
staff of both systems enabled the
shrubs to complete their 532-mile
journey without any adverse effect.
““ There were not 20 leaves knocked
off,”” said Mr. Brunn.
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More 2nd Class Room
on Suburban Trains

HE experiment of making ““ G

composite first and second-

class cars available as all second
class cars at peak periods on suburban
lines was extended last month to the
Williamstown, Frankston, Mordialloc
and Dandenong lines.,

Following a close study of the
traffic which generally showed an
excess of second-class over first-class
travellers on suburban lines, this
arrangement was introduced on the
Sandringham~Essendon line in May
last.

Modernising M.B.
at Spencer-st.

THEN the present wo
modernising a further
of the Main Booking

Spencer-street, is completed,
gers for certain country line
purchase tickets at a counte:
spacious booking-hall, 32} ft. x

The six booking windows
the Luggage Hall are being re
by a plate-glass frontage. Ple:
will also be substituted for th
abutting on the Main Concou-
Spencer-street.

A modern mountain ash c
with a two feet Florentine-:
ornamental bronze grille of the
type is being installed, with
propriate number of barriers :
late the movements of ticket purs
to and from the counter.

—_—  —

Rail Chiefs Conf
in Melbourne

AILWAY Commissioner:
R resenting all the Auc

systems and New
met in Conference in Mel
last month under the chair
ship of Mr. T. J. Hartigan, _
missioner for Railways, New &
Wales.

Mr. N. C. Harris, Deputy C?
of Commissioners and Mr. C
sioner M. J. Canny represents
toria at the Conference.

The Commissioners dealt
comprehensive agenda of i
railway questions which cos
recommendations from the
Interstate railway officers’ cor

The decisions reached
Commissioners will be subse
circulated to all systems, and
standard practice on the Ausm.
railways.

P P—

OLDEST LOCO. CR-
PASSES

HEN Locomotive Cran:
]/ I/ was recently scrapped, ¢

port Workshops lost on
origimal  *“ members.” Built i
gow in 1883, the crane was first
at the old Williamstown W
and was subsequently transferre
Newport Workshops when th
opened in 1888.

It was decided to scrap the
because of the prohibitive
volved in replacing a defective
which was not of a standard -

Of 3-tons capacity and me
19 ft. overall, the crane was in
use during its half-century of
It was employed in and aro-
workshops for all kinds of lif:
shunting work, and occasion:
minor derailments,
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press,

Australia on August 1.

Victoria.

ost important consideration
z the railway arrangements
irse, been the safety of our
tor, and instructions are
n up providing for examina-
ch will ensure that the
and carriages comprising
Train are kept 100 per
vorthy.
precautions will be taken
for the safety of the track
2 the Royal Train passes.
ssings, bridges and under
1 be guarded by selected
gangers will inspect
of the route and satisfy
that the permanent way
-class condition.
mods trains and shunting
¢ route will be suspended
ast half-an-hour before the
Train is due. A pilot train
zde the Royal Train, which
‘ollowed by a spare loco-
2 all long tours.
ING second in importance
e railway arrangements is
~ersonal comfort of Prince

il Plans For Royal Tour Are
Well Advanced

S this issue of the *‘ News Letter ' was going to
the details of the Australian tour of

His Royal Highness Prince Henry were nearing
completion in readiness for announcement throughout

It had, however, been known for some time that
the Prince’s itinerary included extensive rail travel in
Preliminary arrangements, begun some months
ago, are already well advanced.

Henry while travelling on the Vic-
torian Railways, For this purpose,
No. 4 State Car, which was used by
T.R.H. the Duke and Duchess of
York in 1927, will again be allotted for
service.

It is a long car with an extensive
observation platform, and contains
two commodious bedrooms, a dining
saloon, a kitchen and other compart-
ments for the staff. The car will be
varnished, painted and polished, and
will reappear with all the refreshing
glitter of a new vehicle, challenging
in its appointments and running ease
similar cars in other parts of the
world.

Special attention will be directed
to the provisioning of the Royal
Train, which will be the responsi-
bility of the Refreshment Services
Branch.

In this regard, care will naturally
be exercised in meeting Prince
Henry’s tastes, and only the best
Australian products will, of course,
grace the royal table on all occasions.

Ticket Cabinets
at St. Kilda

modern ticket cabinets,

were manufactured at
-ood Workshops, have just
ed at St. Kilda where they
creatly to the efhiciency of
: arrangements, particularly
usy Centenary period.

w«.vantage of the new cabinet
2as 216 tubes which occupy
space as 52 of the former
:s permitting the whole
sickets to be concentrated
2 smaller area within easy
the booking clerk.

tion, the greater capacity
= enables a full packet of
instead of only a small
be inserted in the tubes.
s for each of the stocks of
shown on the front of the
=se are so designed that
= of the ticket can be read
by the booking clerk.
- cabinets are fitted with a
When closed thev exclude
nd present an attractive

Murray River Tours -
Begin This Month

LANS are nearing completion

for the expected opening of

the tourist season on the
River Murray towards the end of
this month. The steamers will
remain in commission until the
middle of November.

For the first time since these popu~
lar rail and steamer tours were intro-
duced, passengers from Melbourne
will be able to join the steamers at
Echuca. Previously, the terminating
point on the Victorian side was Swan
Hill.

With the inclusion of Echuca in
the Itinerary, passengers now have
the choice of six additional, or a total
of 12, round rail and steamer tours,
embracing rail travel to either Echuca,
Swan Hill or Mildura, thence down
stream to Morgan (S.A.), from which
point the journey is continued by rail
to Adelaide and Melbourne.

These novel and restful tours through
ever-varying scenery are becoming

increasingly popular. For the 1932 and

1933 seasons, the bookings from Mel-
bourne totalled 164 and 231 respectively.

Shrine Dedication

RECORD SUNDAY RAIL
TRAFFIC EXPECTED

T is expected that when H.R.H.
I Prince Henry officiates at the

Dedication of the Shrine of
Remembrance on November 11,
the Sunday suburban rail traffic
in connection with the event will
be on a scale unprecedented in
the history of the Department.

It has been officially estimated by
the Centenary Celebrations Council
that 300,000 people will attend this
historic ceremony.

The Department is already actively
engaged on the preparation of train
schedules. Timetables for 100 special
trains which will supplement the
ordinary Sunday morning suburban
service have been completed.

It will be necessary to convey
30,000 soldiers to Melbourne in
advance of the stream of ordinary
passengers. For this purpose, 25
special trains will be run, beginning
from the more distant stations at
about 7 a.m.

During the peak periods of traffic,
trains wili run at intervals of eight
minutes on the St. Kilda, Box Hill
and Sandringham lines, while on
other lines a l0-minute service will
be in operation.

—_—

Cheap Fares For
Spring Excursions

ETWEEN August 30 and Sep-
tember 5, the Spring series of

cheap excursions will be run
from Melbourne to all Victorian
country stations, and also to the

Deniliquin and Balranald lines, Albury,
Mt. Gambier and Pinnaroo.

These excursion tickets at sub-
stantially reduced rates are available
only by a specified train on a nomi-
nated date, details of which are
now obtainable at all stations.

The following indicates the at-
tractive nature of the concessions
embraced by these excursion tickets :—

First class.
... Cheap excursion rate,
.. Single fare for 250
miles.
251 miles and over ... Single fare for return
journey——maximum
fare 60/-.

Second Class.
. Cheap excursion rate.
. Single fare for 250
miles.
... Singie fare for return
journey—maximum
fare 40/ -.

1-212 miles
213-250 miles

20 miles
225

9
1-250 miles

1
2

251 miles and over

A special long-distance concession
fare of 60 /—, first class return, and 40 /-,
second class return, has been fixed,
and these fares will not be exceeded
no matter how far the passenger
travels.
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Personal Postscript

N

Brilliant

HE latest railwayvman whose out-

standing qualifications and ability
have attracted a private company is
Max Rout, of the Accounts Branch.
He has been appointed Rates and Statis-
tical Officer with the Australian Gas
Light Co., of Sydney, reputed to be one
of the biggest concerns of its kind in
the world. Intensive study during the
past 10 or 12 years has been a charac-
teristic of this brilliant young railway-
man. While engaged as a booking
clerk in the Transportation Branch, he
successfully completed a course  in
accountancy, which led to his selection
for transfer to the Accounts Branch
in 1923, where he has been carrying
out important work. He obtained his
Bachelor of Commerce degree at the
Melbourne University in 1931, and next
year shared the Kilmany Scholarship
for research in economic groblems,
specialising in statistics. During Dr.
F. R. E. Mauldon’'s absence in 1933, Max
was tutor in Public Administration at
the Melbourne University. He is 32
years of age, and joined the service in
1918. N

F.F.F.F.

the General Passenger and Freight

Agent’s  Office, feel that it is
opportune to alter liis name to Long-
fellow. In justification, they point to
the fact that he is a Fellow of the Royal
Economic Society (London), Fellow of
the Institute of Commerce (England),
Fellow of the Society of Accountants
and Auditors and Fellow of the Insti-
tute of Factory and Cost Accountanis,
All these distinctions have meant una-
bating study, but Bruce's flair for finance
and economics has made the path
comparatively easy. Despite a busy
life, he has found time to apply him-
self assiduously to cwvic work. For
the past 14 years he has been a Coun-
cillor of Richmond City, Chairman of
the Council’s Traffic Commitiee, and
a Justice of the Peace. His public
work has gained for him Live Gouvernor-
ships of the Melbourne, St. Vincent’s,
Homoeopathic, Alfred, Women's and
Children’s Hospatals. —H.E.

FRIENDS of Bruce Longfield, of

Expert on Early Clippers

HILE many thousands of railwaymen
Frow Mr. David M. Little as the
Railway Medical Officer’s clerk, only
a few of his intimates are aware that he is an
acknowledged expert on the clipper ships of

long ago.

These ships have fascinated him

throughout his life, and for many years his
services as an authoritative wriler, lecturer,
painter and modeller have been in constant
demand. He is justifiably proud of his very
fine collection of pictures, models and dala

of the early vessels.

He has just emerged

triumphantly from a long controversy in the

“ Liverpool Weekly Post”

(Eng.) on the

vexed question of the speeds of sailing vessels

in the ' Fifties.”
part in the formation of the Ship Lovers
Sociely, of which he became the first Ireasurer

M. Little took an active

Already David W., of the Way and Works

Branch, is emulating his father.

He has a

more than ordinary knowledse of early sailing
vessels, and is also revealing skill as a

modeller. x o % —“Skipper’

August Birthdays

1ST. Engineer Evan Richard of N.

Melb., Clerk T. M. Kennedy of Room
2, Stationmaster M. Lalor of Wodonga and
Depot Foreman J. Mclvor of Bendigo. on
the firet; Fitter’'s Asst. A. G. Rowlev of
Traralgon and Depot F'man (. R. Critten
of Ararat, onthesecond ; Clerk Alec. Wother-
spoon of Room 10, Driver J. Lanagan of
Geelong and Asst. Compitroller of Accounts
A. Williams, on the third ; Driver L. W,
Jackson of Bendigo, Dist. Supt. G. Rogers,
Driver A. A. Scarle of Geelong and Rail-
motor Driver H. ]. Ashton of Somerton on
the fourth ; Relvg. Stationmaster B. Ander-
son, Driver A. Lewis of ‘Traralgon and
Goods Guard W. Warren of Bendigo, on
the sixth; Works Ganger R. Homfray of
Geelong on the seventh; ‘Telegraphist M.
H. Anthonv of Spencer-sc., on the eighth;
Coppersmith G. S. Gibb of Newport and
Stationmaster J. E. Barker of Bavswater on
the ninth: Ganger A. A. Ross of Riddell
on the 10th, Ganger W. Edwards of Nu-
murkah on the 1ith; Guard ], 'I". Mulligan
of Donald, Stationmaster H. G. Hoopet of
Warragul and Engineer W. O. Brown of
Geelong on the 12th : Clerk . 6. Robinson
of Arden-st., on the 13th; Turner . Gin-
gell of Ballarat on the 14th; W. M. Houston
of Printing Division on the l4th; Clerk
C. Corbett of Melb. Goods and ‘I'rain
Examiner A. J. Gibso . of Korong Vale on
the 16th; Engincer A. J. Ward of Spots-

>

BANISH HEADACHES AND EYESTRAIN

Severe Headaches are often caused by Evestrain.

Consult our Qualified Opticians by ringing

) C. 10595 for an appointment. .
Special Concession to Railwaymen and their Families

COLES & GARRARD

Pty.
Ltd.

370-2 Bourke-st., Melb. Cl

wood and Engineer W. Stephen
Office on the 17th; Ldg. Shunte
merson of Bendigo and I.. H. F
Young of Newport on the 10th;

W. Hambridge of R.S. Drawing !
Signalman W. A. Anderson of Fr
on the 20th: Morgan Haves of
Relvg. Stationmaster A. H. G
Engineer R. Connolly of Elec. Bc

21st; Dist. Supt., T. H. Madders
Inspr. D. Beddoe of Flinders-st. =
Foreman D. Flynn of Ballarat on -
Driver E. Fitzpatrick of Wodonga

M. I. Bourke of W. & W. Staff

the 24th : Cleaner A. R. Adkins of
and Clerk W. F. Gee of Benal:
28th ; Commrs., Special Offic
Wishart and Actg. Buffalo Chale:
1. McClelland on the 30th: Gar
Barty of Thorpdale and Elec.

A. C. Pear! of Batman Avenue (
the 21st.

Jack Ryder's Partner

ASEBALL players of the ca

Charlie Scott, of the XN
Workshops, are mainly respons
the headway which the game ha
in Victoria in recent years. Pla
Collingwood during the last seves
he has helped to make it a fo
team. Specialising as a pitche
few superiors in the finer point
important part of the game.
semi-final last year, he had ==
tinction of dismissing Essendon
a hit being made. He has ™
interstate player for six years. «
played against visiting Americas
During the summer months.
has been equally active as a
member of the Collingwood
club. For several years he was
batsman with Jack Ryder,
Australian and Victorian captais
lingwood is not now represente
trict cricket, but Charlie’s kee
the game remains unabated.
opening batsman for the Ivankas
District team.

——

Last Mile Post

THE death occurred last mor
J. 7. Mullins, a former Block -
Inspector, who retired from the
September, 1933,

His 46 vears of service were o
clusively connected with signal
vears as a porter preceded his
as a signalman in many impor:
boxes, including Beaufort, Stawel
Richmond and Caulfield.

During the last 11 years of his s
Mullins was a Block and Signa
with headquarters at Geelong anc
street.

* % %
WI'TPIIN a few months of or
Mr. J. Goddard, Foreman |
NMr. A. Bray, Compositor, who
colleagues in the Printing Divisios
than 30 years, passed away.

Mr. Goddard was one of the ¢
bers of the Division, having |
compositor in 1892, In 1912
chosen for the position of Forema-
post he rendered faithful service -
an important part in the gradu:
mation of the Printing Works into -
unit of today.

My, Bray retired in January |z
vears' service as a compositor. F
he hand-set most of each issue of ©
Notice, and after machines wer:
he continucd to work on the r
that publication.

Wholly set up and printed in A:

The V.R. News Letter is issued =
the Victorian Ratlways Conimnissions
ratlwaymanin the service. Personal »
and other brief succinct contributior
addressed to the Editor, Bettermen:
licity Board, Head Office.

the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens-street, North Melbourne
Publishers—The Victorian Railw:
missioners.
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celerated Trains

“THER REVIEW NOW
IN PROGRESS

“TAILS of further sub-
stantial improvements in
country train services are
completion for introduc-
11 the end of this month
the general summer time-
#ill become effective.

e review now in progress, the
cs of at least 250 regular
cr, goods, mixed and rail
«ervices in the Northern and
estern Districts will be altered.
series of alterations consti-
~other comprehensive step in
ize-wide overhaul of country
~vices commenced earlier in
In April, notable accelera-
were inaugurated on the North-
and South-western lines, and

e

* "RIKING illustration of the un-
cted repercussions which follow
ed main line train service was
zssity to amend the timing of a
'2 the far-off Pinnaroo (S.A.)-

line, consequent on an earlier
»% of a local Bendigo-Melbourne

= exploring the possibilities of
ag for the 6.50 p.m. Bendigo-
rne train to leave 20 minutes
timetables officials were beset
=any problems. Not the least
ant of these were branch line
“oms.

n was focussed om Castle-
an important junction station
dura line trains.

sroposed earlier departure time
“endigo-Melbourne train reacted
v on the link between these
until a prolonged series of
we¢ adjustments had been made.
=ere not finally completed until
saday train from Pinnaroo was
o leave at 11.30 p.m. instead of

i
ar00 is 295 miles from Castle-

it iIs proposed to review the
and South-eastern districts.

expected that among the
nents to be announced will
nreciably later departure time

+ 30 p.m. Melbourne-Adelaide
vith an accelerated schedule
= the express still to arrive at
on its present timing.

- departure times and accele-
nedules are also anticipated
Melbourne-Bendigo express
s) and the Melbourne-Mil-

sn.

substitution of petrol electric
rs for the present mixed train
n the Swan Hill and Echuca
calculated to effect a very
reduction in the present

-unning times on those lines.

WHAT A MAGPIE AND A PIECE OF WIRE CAN DO

HEN a magpie promiscuously

dropped a smazll piece of wire

on a ‘‘live” part of the
overhead equipment near Macleod
recently, the following was the im-
mediate outcome :—

Portions of the 1500 volt. overhead
equipment and contact wire were
burnt out;

A pantograph was damaged ;

Traffic was suspended between 7.45
and 9.11 a.m. ;

Nearly 400 train travellers arrived up
to 60 minutes late at their work ; and
fourteen cars and buses were
hurriedly pressed into service be-
tween Greensborough and Hurst-

bridge.

Apparently dissatisfied with the
trouble and expense caused, the
magpie returned to the scene the

following day carrying another piece
of wire. Members of the overhead
repair gang gasped when the magpie
made a graceful landing on a 20,000
volt. section of the equipment. They
were greatly relieved when the magpie
(and the wire) quickly left for parts
unknown.

Nesting time for magpies is a period
of great concern for the overhead
staff. Wire forms the basis of the
ingeniously-constructed nests, and rail-
way overhead equipment, irrespective
of its voltage, appears to have a deep
fascination for the magpies.

Railwaymen are invited to notify
the nearest station staffs whenever
magpies are observed building their
nests in the vicinity of the overhead
equipment.

HE final stages of

the construction
of the new bank, 1}
miles long, between
Glenorchy and Deep
Lead—the most im-
portant of the three
sections of the Ararat-
Glenorchy regrading
works completed
last month. The
maximum height
above the mnatural
surface is 294 ft., and
above the old grade
line 16 ft.

(See story in page 3)

More Racehorses Travel by Rail

EASURES introduced on

\/ I July 1 last to stem the
serious decline in racehorse

traffic from the suburban area to
metropolitan and country race
meetings have been followed by
a gratifying increase in the number
of horses being conveyed by rail.

In May and June, the Department
handled 48 per cent. of this traffic,
but in July the proportion had in-
creased to 56 per cent. Up to the
time of going to press, the figures for
August revealed an advance to 64 per
cent.

In addition to detailing an officer
to conduct an intensive canvass of
all metropolitan horse trainers, the
timetables for the special horse trains
have been overhauled so that the
horses will reach the racecourse at the
latest practicable time before the first
race.

An important innovation is the
scheduling of two return trips by the

special train to meet the convenience
of trainers whose horses compete
in the earlier races. Under this
arrangement, horses may be railed
home immediately after the third
and fourth races instead of waiting
until the end of the day’s racing.

Racehorses are now being loaded
and unloaded at Parkdale, Qrmond
and Glenhuntly — an arrangement
which is advantageous to the many
trainers located near these stations.
Previously, it was necessary to walk
the horses to and from Mordialloc,
Mentone or Caulfield stations.

Horses competing at the Moonee
Valley meetings are now consigned to
Moonee Ponds, instead of Essendon,
thus providing convenient access to
the racecourse. Horses returning after
the earlier races are also despatched
from Moonee Ponds, but those com-
peting in the later events are being
loaded at Essendon because the pas-
senger traffic at that period is roo
heavy to permit of the special train
stopping at Moonee Ponds.
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" The Month’s Topic

A RAILWAY
BIRTHDAY
NOTHER milestone in the history of

the Victorian Railways should not be

permitted to pass unnoticed this month.
On September 13, 1854, the first train to
run in Australia was hauled from Flinders-
street to Port Melbourne (then known as
Sandridge) by the first locomotive to be built
in Australia.

The line was operated by the Melbourne
and Hobson's Bay Railway Company on
land granted to it by the Government.
Eighteen months were occupied in its con-
struction.

Other small lines were built shortly
afterwards.  Notwithstanding  substantial
governmental assistance, the private com-
panies were, however, unable to carry on.

In 1857, legislation was passed authorising
the Government to undertake the construc-
tion and operation of railways, and on July
1. 1878, practically the last of the private
lines were merged into the national system.

Railways Indispensable

HE progress which the State has made
since then has been mainly along the
steel tracks of the railroad. Railway
expansion has made possible the development
of the

and has played as big a part as water con-

far-flung resources of Victoria,
servation in the transformation of the once-
termed ** worthless Mallee.”

Indispensable to progress 80 years aéo,
the railways are still indispensable to-dav.
Primary production would be impecssible
without them.

To-day, there are 4721 miles of railway
opened for traffic, and it is significant to
mention that of all the Australian States, Vic-
toria is the best served by railways. There
are 51.49 miles of railway for every thousand
square miles of territory. Scarcely any
appreciable area of arable, pastoral or non-
mountainous land within the State's borders

is more than 10 miles from a railway.

All Lines Tickets for
Centenary Visitors

FOR the period of the Centenary Cele-
brations, the Department will issue
a type of ticket never previously made
available in Australia—an all-lines
suburban weekly periodical ticket.

It has been introduced to meet the
convenience of country, interstate and
overseas  visitors making  tourist
journeys over the electrified service.
The price of the ticket has been fixed
at 10/-.

These tickets will be available for
travel to and from Melbourne, between
all suburban stations within 20 miles
of the city and also to and from Upper
Ferntree Gully. Hurstbridge, Lilydale
and Frankston.

Conditions of issue restrict the
special tickets to country visitors,
who have travelled to Melbourne
and paid a rail fare of not less than
£1, and to passengers travelling
from interstate stations.

It will be necessary for both local
and interstate passengers desiring the
all-lines tickets to pay 10/- at the
entraining station where they will
receive an order for exchange at the
Government Tourist Bureau. Visitors
will be informed at the entraining
stations regarding this special con-
cession.

Overseas visitors will also be
eligible to obtain the all-lines tickets
on application at the office of the
General Passenger and Freight Agent.

SERVICE

IN an appreciative letter to the Com-
missioners, Mr. George Anderson, of
Quambatook, said :

“I loaded three trucks of sheep at
Qakvale recently, and consigned
them to Melbourne for sale.

1 have never previously travelled
with live stock, and being somewhat
under a false impression of the
treatment of the stock and of the
numerous delays, it is a pleasure
for me to report that the considera-
tion shown by the Korong Vale rail-
waymen, where one of your officials
saw that all the sheep were standing
whilst the train was stopped, was
something unexpected.

The Guards were very courteous
to me, particularly Guards Gibson
and Fitzpatrick; the latter even
shared his Ilunch with me on the
journey.

WAR SERVICE RIBANDS

NIFORMED members of the Vic-

torian Police, the Tramways Board,
the Fire Brigade and other public
undertakings are permitted to wear
their war service ribands.

Acting upon a suggestion that a
similar procedure be followed in the
railways, the Commissioners have ap-
proved of railwaymen, who are re-
turned soldiers, wearing war service
ribands on their uniforms, if they so
desire.

Farming Train’s Next Tour

HIS month, the Better Farming

Train will make a tour of the

North-eastern district—the 37th
tour since it was inaugurated in
Qctober, 1924,

Between September 18 and 2%,
the train will visit Yarrawonga, Tun-
gamah, Goorambat, Wahgunyzah, Chil-
tern, Cudpewa, Tailangatta, Huon and
Beechworth.

Lectures and demonstrations will
be given by experts on agricultural and
pastoral activities approptiate to each
district. Lady demonstrators in child
welfare, cookery and needlework will
also accompany the train.

MR. W. THOMAS PA:

HERE was profound
throughout the Departm
month  when Mr. )

Thomas, former Asst. Gener:
of Transportation, died at the
63. At the time of his death
Chairman of the Board of D:s
a position he had occupiec
January 1 last.

During his railway career
vears, Mr. Thomas was consp:
successful in many important |

Throug:
displayed
votion
which was
spiration 1
associated
him.

His wic
tical  trar
tion exy
was supple
by a deep ¢
all aspects
roading, ar
characteristic of him that he
lost an opportunity of impar
other railwavmen the benefits
extensive knowledge. In i
alone, Myr. Thomas was a
example of the teamwork spir:
Department.

—_————

Electric Headlig!

For Locomotives

RRANGEMENTS have
A completed for fitting =
ditional locomotives
electric headlights. Thir:
the headlights will be placs
“C,” 8on K, 200n N

Mr. Thomas

9 on ‘“ A2” class locomot:
When this programme
pleted, all the **5,” “X/
“K?” and N classes v

been equipped with electric hez
the total, including “* A and
classes, being 199 locomotives.

Each headlight is of 300 cas

power, enabling an object
clearly distinguished at a dis
of 440 yards. On a straight =
the light is visible for abou:
miles.

The headlight s controlle
swiwh fhat enables the driver
when appioaching a station
necessary, to ‘‘cut out” en:

The electrical installation
of a turbo-generator of 50
capacity at 32 volts which, in
to providing current for the ;
headlight, also supplies the
required for the marker or :
lights fitted to the smoke box
back of the tender, as well a-
lamps to illuminate the water
lubricator, speed recorder, st
Westinghouse brake gauges 1n

of the locomotive.
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‘ER GOODS TRAINS
~20M WIMMERA

"HEN the comprehen-
sive regrading work
between Ararat and
-chy was completed
wonth, the Department
2t to a successful con-
= one of the biggest
ons of its kind under-
for many years.

nly comparable works on
rracks—the regrading of the
— Camberwell and South
uIfield lines—were completed
-e than 20 years ago.
‘rarat—-Glenorchy regrading
~-h was commenced in March,
financed mainly from the
at's Unemployment Relief
i was undertaken to permit
nical operation of substan-
ier goods trains, especially
=3, from Glenorchy to Ararat

'KO WANTS TO SEE
THE LIGHT

“3AN rail travellers are now
wing the unique and rather
spectacle of Wheriko, a
Melbourne racehorse, gazing
v on the world from an ele-
~=ck, which is ordinarily used
= work.

=c of the biggest horses in Mel-
ind he has achieved the some-
~wubtful distinction of being the
swctious horse when an attempt
= made to convey him to a race

3

sense dislike for the orthodox
transport has found expression
=: and destructive attacks on
ses and motor floats., He has
fused to enter their darkened
and in despair his trainer is
« on the theory that Wheriko

wach prefer the light of an open

o is now the subject of this
v ag experiment. He has already
eral journeys in the elephant
w2d is gradually becoming more
Although he does not know
in the elephant truck is but
« zde to his return to the more
«: and comfortable horse box—
+ behavior improves -

from

rk comprised the regrading
-k at Armstrong, Stawell and
* Bunyip bank,” between
and Deep Lead, 24 miles
ing built and 2 miles Jowered

no

-mstrong, 100,000 cubic yards

were used in lifting the line

cations to provide a 1 in 100

<eventy-five thousand cubic
earth were excavated in

the grade at Stawell.

largest work was between
-chy and Deep Lead where a
=bankment containing 215,000

the Wimmera to the

cubic yards of filling was constructed

parallel and adjacent to the old line

for a distance of 1} miles. The
maximum height above the natural
surface is 294 ft., and above the old

grade line 16 ft. Of the 215,000

cubic yards of filling used, 137,000

cubic yards were obtained from an

excavation on contiguous property,
and 78,000 cubic yards from the
excavation at Stawell.

Altogether, 315,000 cubic yards of
filling were utilised. In addition,
thousands of yards of ashes and gravel
ballast were used to form the road bed.

Alterations to and rebuilding of
various bridges and culverts were
rendered necessary by these operations.

The maximum number of men
employed was 812, which necessitated
the establishment of one of the biggest
encampments ever organised by the
Department. For many months, ap-
proximately 700 men were camped In
proximity to the various works. The
main camp accommodated 340 men.
Camping Comforts

Camp sites which permitted of
efficient drainage and the erection of
tents in regular rows were selected.
Large shelter sheds with roomy fire-
places were erected for the drying of
clothing, and to add to the general
comfort of the men. In some of the
larger camps, portables were pro-
vided as reading rooms.

An orderly, usually an elderly or
a  “‘light duty ” man, was provided
for each 50 tents. This arrangement
was responsible for the surroundings
being kept neat and clean and free
from all kinds of rubbish.

Special provision was made for
adequate supplies of water and
fuel, and the sanitary arrange-
ments were given the closest atten-
tion. As a result, the general health
of the men was excellent. There
was, in addition, a gratifying free-
dom from serious accident in the
carrying out of the operations.

. ————

Maroona Line Tree Planting

OLLOWING the recent pur-
F chase of 6000 sugar gum

seedlings, a further section
of tree planting will be under-
taken on the Maroona-Gheringhap
line.

It is expected that in five years
the trees will prove an effective break-
wind on this wind-swept line, and thus
contribute to the economical haulage
of trains.

Last season, five miles on each
side of the track, or a total of 10 miles,
were planted with seedlings, and it is
proposed to plant a similar mileage
this year.

An extensive tree planting scheme

is also in progress in the dry nor-

thern areas, the object being to

improve the living quarters of
railwaymen, provide shelter for en-

training passengers and protect
livestock awaiting transport.

at-Glenorchy Regrading\ Centenary Celebrations

BIG REDUCTIONS IN
RAIL FARES

OUNTRY and interstale visitors travel-

ling to Melbourne o witness the arrival

of The Duke of Gloucester and the
opening of the Cenfenary Celebrations on
Oclober 18, will have the benefit of heavily
reduced rail fares.

A speciual cheap excursion train will
be run from Sydney and Adelaide to
Melbourne on October 16;  extra
express divisions of ordinary trains will
be run on the main lines where heavy
traffic is expected on October 16 and
17, and nearly 100 extra trains will
be run on suburban lines on October 18.

The Department is making a special
effort to induce country people to travel
two or three days in advance of October
18, and thus materially assist in lessening
congestion. By travelling early—on
October 15 or 16—country passengers will
obtain the Centenary Cheap Excursion
tickets, representing a reduction of 50
per cent. second class, and 58 per cent.
first class, of the ordinary fares.

On October 12, 13 and 14, and
between October 17 and 30, Centenary

FORMER V.R. CLERK IS
NOW OPERATIC SINGER
M R.FREDERICK COLLIER, who has

returned to Australia under engage-

ment to the Australian Broadcasting
Commission, is a former Victorian railwayman
who has established a reputalion overseas as an
operatic bass-baritone.

He visited the Melbourne Goods Sheds
recently and  renewed  acquaintance  with
many of his former colleagues.

After 17 years service in the Melbourne
Goods Offices, Mr. Collier resigned from the
Depariment to devote himself to singing, and
shortly afterwards became a member of the
Rigo Grand Opera Company singing the
principal baritone roles.

In 1921, he was persuaded 1o seek further
experience overseas, and on arrival in London
ke immediately secured a five-year engagement
with the British Opera Company al Covent
Garden. He had the distinction of singing
with the laie Dame Nellie Melba at her fare-
well appearance in * La Boheme.” Alto-
gether, he has sung about 60 parts in opera,
principally Wagnerian roles.

Holiday Excursion tickets—a reduc-
tion of 33} per cent. second class, and
45 per cent. first class—will be on
issue.

Tickets at the wusual Interstaie
Holiday Excursion fares will be on
issue from all the mainland States to
Melbourne. These tickets will be
available for travel from New South
Wales and South Australia between
October 15 and November 10; from
Queensland between October 15 and
November 9, and from Western Aus-
tralia until December 31.
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A W. J. Beanland of Sale on the 20t-
H ‘gineer C. B. Young on the 2lst:
e P [ P [ d [ H *,i . }Zxaminervw. C\)‘I;VESI‘ ?{f C\)’\grragul ar
e i (0 ory, of W. & W. Sta ce on th
ey ersona OS Scrlp H ’%& Stationmaster H. R. Parker of Chi

Shorthand Champion

ANY  thousands of railwaymen owe
Mtheir knowledge of shorthand fo the

able tuition of Mr. George Brown,
the newly-appoinied Secretary for Mines. He
was formerly in the Railway Departiment, and
for 12 years he was shorthand instrucior at
the V.R.1., where his exceptional skill reflected
itself in a consistently high number of proficient
students each year. Mr. Brown, who is one
of the world's fastest shorthand writers, holds a
cerlificate for 260 words a minute. Some years
ago, he published a book ** Shori Cuts in Short-
hand”  which iy an invaluable aid in high-
speed reporting.  After leaving the railways,
he was in turn Chief Government Shorthand
Writer, Secretary 1o the Parliamentary
Standing Commiltee on Railways. Secretary
to the Parliamentary Public Accounts Com-

miltee and Secretary of the Farmers' Relief

Board, a position he has just vacated. Mor.
Brown is a qualified accountant, and an autl:or-
ily on office syslems and organisation ~ —P.L.

Regrading Expert

EGRADING works, which have such

a far-reaching influence on econo-
mical train operation, have in recent
ears been the specialty of Superintend-
ing Engineer J. J. Montgomery, who
planned and supervised the 18 months’
job just completed between Ararat and
Glenorchy. Among similar works with
which he was closely associated, the
Hawthorn-Camberwell regrading ranks
as the Department’s biggest undertaking
of the kind. Mr. Montgomery has car-
ried out comprehensive railway works
in country districts under the Unem-
ployment Relief Scheme, and is now
engaged on the preliminaries of a
further series. On September 12, he
completes 36 years’ service, during which
he has been connected with most phases
of way and works activities. Terms as
Superintending Roadmaster, District
Engineer, Track and Duplication Engi-
neer and Inspecting Engineer preceded
his present appointment. For more
than a decade, he has been Chairman of
the Level Crossing Committee. He is
also a member of the Train Loads Com-
mittee and of the Committee investi-
gating the practicability of the present
State-wide train accelerations. —A.G.

New Superintendents

ONTROL of the Melbourne Goods

Sheds and the Melbourne Yard
passed into new hands last month when
Messrs. A. I. Robert and D. A. Higgin-
botham were appointed Acting Superin-
tendents respectively. Mr. Robert
brings to his new position nearly 30
years of varied transportation ex-
perience, 18 of which have been in the
position of Stationmaster. He has had
charge of many stations in all parts of
the State, and for the past two years he
was in control at Port Melbourne, which
also includes the busy goods traffic to
and from overseas liners. Mr. Higgin-
botham’s promotion follows 26 years of
close association with the working of the
Melbourne Yard. He joined the service
as a messenger in 1900, and before trans-
fer to the Melbourne Yard, he had ex-
tensive clerical experience in various
parts of the State. In 1932, he was ap-
pointed Act. Senior Assistant Supt., and
Senior Assistant Supt., in the following
year. —L.J.H.

September Birthdays

FOREMAN J. Clancy, of Korong Vale,
C. C. Widdop, of Room 2 and Fireman
H. P. Tomlinson, of Geelong, on the first ;
Asst. Manager James Taylor of Newport
Workshops and 1elephone and Telegraph
Engineer E. G. Godfree on the second ;
Night Depot Foreman E. W, Ford of Geelong
and Porter L. H. Pascoe of Flinders-street,
on the fourth; Relvg. Asst. Stationmaster
‘W. Morrison on the fifth ; 'I'rain Examiner
T. Orchard of Bendigo, Relvg. Stationmaster
T. P. Mulcahy and Dist. R.S. Supt., E. Hinds
of Ballarat on the sixth; Chief Engineer
Way and Works J. M. Ashworth on the
seventh ; Secretary for Railways E. C.
Eyers and Chief Mechanical Engineer A. C.
Ahlston on the eighth ; Optg. Porter M. T.
Wightman of Tooronga Group and Shunter
T. A. Grierson of Melb. Yard, on the ninth ;
Claims Agent J. Southam on the 10th ; Don.
McDonald of Room 67, Leading Porter
Martin Young and Guard W. B. Williams
of Ararat on the 11th; Works Sub-foreman
M. F. Higgins of Warrnambool and Signal-
man R. Macklan of Benalla on the 12th; Asst.
Stationmaster R. P. Orr of Aspendale and
Dist. R.S. Supt., F. Boadle of Seymour on
the 15th; Elec. Fitter-in-Charge J. Finch
of Bendigo on the l6th; Optg. Porter P. V.
McGuire of Rushworth on the 17th; R.S.
Drawing Office Engineer T. D. Doyle and
Traffic Inspector R. S. Phillips on the 18th;
Railways Photographer W. Howieson, Driver
A. E. Dent of Ararat and Driver J. Ingoldby
of Ballarat on the 19th; Works Foreman

Open
till
9 p.m.
Fridays

ATTRACTIVE GLASSES

are only fitted by our Qualified Opticians after a thorough eye examination

Special Concession to Railway Employees and their Families

COLES & GARRARD Pty. Ltd. - Sight Testing Opticians
370-2 Bourke Street, Melbourne Cl

the 24th; Engineer W. Forrest anc
Adjuster E. S. Bishop of Dandenong
25th ; Printing Officer Milton F. G=
J. Minehan, of Room 1, on the 26th
man C. Tait of Ararat and Fitter
Elliott of North Melbourne, on th
Fireman R. E. James of Ararat an:
Train Driver E. M. Lear of Jolimon:
29th.

Baseballer- Cricketers

HREE Victorian railwaymen—,
Tof the Accounts Branch, Dic

of the Electrical Engineering Bros
Charlie Scott, of the Newport Wor
played prominent parts in Vicloria's
team al the Australian Carnival in
last nonth. Their high standard o
members of the Fitzroy, Carlton anc
wood sides respectively regained for
honor of representing their Slate.
summer months, cricket claims their
each being a leading member of the |
trict Club. Joe Plant is an all-round
and has played in the Victorian Elews
Billy Woodfull. Two years ago ke
against the Englishmen, and had
faction of including Herbert Sutclif
his viclims.

Cycling Success

ALTHOUGH Operating porter R
of Parkdale, has Dbeen a cor
cyclisc for only three vears, he i
showing form which his friends pre
gain him many important success
recent victory in the 50-mile road ¢

ship of Mackay (Q.) was the result
determination and judgment in or
to many of Australia’s leading

including several from as far afield
Australia. Rod’s love for the sport *
him to many parts of the State, anc
perience gained is rapidly reflects
in his 1ecent performances. Des
luck in the Jast ‘‘ Warrnambool ™

a verv creditable race, and he fee

confident about his prospects in the
““ Centenary Thousand.”” He is 22
age, and since beginning as a 1
Trafalgar in 1928, he has been !

many country and suburban staticr

Last Mile Post

Charles Paradine Middletos

MRA MIDDLETON, who was
Senior Clerk in the Estate
Office, died last month. He retire
the Department two years ago.

He was associated with the Estate
division for nearly 30 years. Prios
transfer to that office, he was in the
Branch for 14 years.

Mr. Middleton was widely kno
leading personality of the Victoru
Scouts, of which he was Chief Sco
missioner for five years.

From the inception of the moves
this State, he took a deep personal
in all its activities. Prior to becom:=;
Scout Commissioner, he was in turn %
Scoutmaster, Scoutmaster and Distr
Master.

The V.R. News Letter is issued mom
the Victorian Railways Commissioners
railwaymanin the service. Personal par
and other brief succinct contributions su
addressed to the Editor, Betterment am
licity Board, Head Office.

Wholly set up and printed in Aus
the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens-street, North Melbourne,
Publishers—The Victorian Railway:
missioners.
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‘ours.
“TABLES are being pre-
ww=d for the Royal Train’s

wneys in the North-eastern,
:, Mallee and South-western
s well as to Albury en route
erTa.
mpletion of these tours, the
sloucester will have travelled
es by rail in Victoria—the
=il mileage yet covered by
ser of the Royal Family in

wtherto, every endeavour will
wle to maintain the Depart-
nigh standard of service in
ravel. In this connection it
wresting to recall that the
eat of the Royal Train in 1927
# H. The Duke of York to re-
> the Commissioners that
tad never travelled in such

:ke-up of the Royal Train
re distant journeys will be :
motives ; van, fitted to ac-

the train staff and to
wocage ;  three sleeping cars ;
car, fitted with sleeping
! two hot and cold shower
Norman ” observation car ;
z car and No. 4 State Car.

o5 Selected

motives specially chosen to
Royal Train on its various
-e : Leading locomotives—
1978, 983; D3, 678, 692,
Pilot locomotives : A2,
o0 D3, 693 and 689; DI,
these locomotives, A2, 939,
ad D1, 600, have been al-

service on previous Royal

me communication will be
between the locomotives
nortions of the train so that
av keep in close contact
ngine crews while travelling.
ike of Gloucester will travel
~:ate Car which, on all tours,
e trailing vehicle, thus en-

COMFORT OF ROYAL TRAIN SETS
HIGH STANDARD

HIS month will see the climax of the big

preparations for the scheduling and run-
ning of the Royal Train. L

His Royal Highness The Duke of Gloucester

=11l officially open the Victorian and Melbourne

Centenary Celebrations on QOctober 18, and four

lays later will leave on the first of his Victorian

suring the maximum of privacy and
the best travelling conditions.

The exterior of this car has been
re-painted a standard car brown,
and the interior has been re-deco-
rated and re-furnished to provide
the highest degree of personal
comfort.

For each tour of the Royal Train,

a special circular will be issued covering
comprehensive instructions from the
preparation of locomotives to the
manning of level crossings en route.
Mr. M. A. Remfry, General Superin-
tendent of Transportation, will be
in charge of and travel on the Royal
Train.

—_————

Further Increase in
Racehorse Trafhc

HERE has been a further
increase in the amount of
racehorse traffic handled by

the Department from the suburban
area to metropolitan and country

meetings. Details of the improved
service were outlined in last
month’s “ News Letter.”

At the time of going to press, the
Department was handling 70 per cent.
of this traffie, compared with 48 per
cent. in May and June.

Since last month, additional im-
provements have been made to the
service. Among these is the schedul-
ing of two forward trips by the special
horse train.

This innovation has gained the
appreciation of trainers whose horses
are entered for races in the latter part
of the programme. These horses now
reach the racecourse much later than
hitherta.

The facility is also being applied
to certain country race meetings which
are largely patronised by metropolitan
horse trainers.

il Preparations for Royal Tours Near Completion

Tribute to Staff

IN their annual report the Com-

missioners refer to the staff in the
Sfollowing complimentary terms :

“We again pay a sincere tribute to
the staff for the excellent service and
co-operation which they have rendered.

‘“ The fact that there has been no
weakening of morale, in spite of the
heavy sacrifices which all sections have
been required to make because of the
economic conditions, is a source of
much gratification, and an indication
of a pride in the undertaking and of
an increasing realisation of the neces-
sity for a high quality of service.

““ There are numerous and ample
evidences of the growth of wunder-
standing and co-operation between the
staff and railway patrons, and our
close contact with the latter in all
parts of the State demonstrates that
they are not lacking in appreciation of
the efforts made by the employes.”

Centenary Illuminations

Flinders-street Station to be
Floodlighted

LINDERS -STREET Station

Building will be an outstand-

ing feature in the spectacular
scheme for illuminations in
Melbourne during the Centenary
Celebrations.

During previous Royal visits,
many thousands of small lights have
been used, but on this occasion an

entirely different method is being
adopted, except that on the main
dome, a limited number of green

lights will be used.

Green and red floodlighting will
form the basis of the scheme. Those
sections of the building along the
Flinders-street frontage in. which red
brickwork predominates will be il-
luminated by red units, supplemented
at the third floor by concealed
“trough ” lighting. Green flood-
lighting will be utilised for the ‘inter-
vening sections which are of buff color.

Officers of the Chief Electrical En-
gineer’s Branch have designed this
scheme which embodies a new type of
illuminating unit. It will probably be
used more extensively on the Flinders-
street Station Building than on any
other building in the city.




(3

V.R. NEWS LETTER

October

‘ The Month’s Topic

Rail Transport Vital
During Historic
Centenary Celebrations

ITH the commencement of the

Victorian and Melbourne Cen-

tenary Celebrations, October
and the ensuing six months will be
of particular significance to the rail-
ways.

N its Official Programme of Fix-
tures, the Centenary Celebrations
Council has included many im-

portant events which will doubtless
attract vast crowds of people, and as
the State’s principal transport medium,
too much emphasis cannot be placed
upon the vital character of the part
which the railways will be called upon
to play during this historic period.

* Kk Ok

HE fact that a member of the

Royal Family will again be in

our midst increases greatly the
responsibility of the Department.
H.R.H. The Duke of Gloucester will
travel extensively in Victoria, and at
the conclusion of his various tours
the Royal Train will have covered a
mileage greater than that run during
any previous Royal visit.

URING the past months, there
have been much careful planning
and organising to provide ad-
ditional services which will be neces-
sary to fulfil the traffic requirements
of the whole of the Centenary period.
In addition, rail fares, both for Inter-
state and Victorian travel, have been
fixed on an exceptionally attractive

scale.
* k%

FTYHE celebration of the State’s
100th birthday will be an event
unique in the history of Vic-

toria. The provision of reliable and

dependable transport services will be
indispensable to the success of the
festivities.

ICTORIAN railwaymen have es-

tablished a well-earned reputa-

tion for service, and everything
points to the occasion requiring the
maximum of cheerful co-operation and
teamwork on our part in carrying
out the task ahead. :

Rail Catering Plans
H E Refreshment Services
Branch is making compre-

greatly increased volume of busi-

ness at refreshment rooms and on

Centenary Celebrations.

It will be necessary to cater for
route to Melbourne from all parts of
the State and beyond, as well as for
sengers travelling from the city to the
various functions in the country.
stations — Flinders - street, Spencer -
street and Princes Bridge — pre-
heavy increase in the normal amount
of business.
ments at these three stations alone will
be gained from the following estimated
will be required during the first three
months of the Celebrations :

For Centenary

T hensive plans to cope with a
dining cars during the peak of the
many thousands of rail travellers en
the expected large number of pas-

At the three principal metropolitan
parations are in hand for a particularly

Some idea of the extensive arrange-
quantities of various foodstuffs which

100,000 1b. of meat ; 108,000 bread

rolls ; 20,000 gallons of milk;
25,000 1b. of butter; 4,000 1b. of
ham ; 6,000 Ib. of bacon; 144,000

eggs, and poultry to the value of £450.

Service

HE following letter of apprecia-
tion was received by the Com-

missioners from Mr. F. Leuis,
Chief Inspector of Fisheries and Game :

‘“ Now that the trout distributing
season to the various waters in this
State has finished, I desire to express
my thanks to the various members
of your staff, Stationmasters, por-
ters and guards, who have given my
officers a great deal of valuable
assistance in this work.

‘ The losses sustained throughout
the whole of the season have been
trifling, and this is in great measure
due to the facilities afforded by
your Department in the transfer of
the fish and the assistance rendered
by the staff.”

I T L R L T I T T P P P PP T P T P YT T TL LT LI L

World’s Billiards Title

at V.R. Institute
EASIL Y the most tmportant sport-

ing event that has taken place in
the Victorian Railways Institute,
Flinders-street Station, is the World’s
Billiards Championship now in progress.

Councillors and ofhcials of the
Institute are gratified that the appoint-
ments and spaciousness of the ball-
room so impressed Mr. Walter Lin-
drum that he selected 1t as the venue
of the championship matches.

Mr. Lindrum has arranged special
seating accommodation which enables
everyone present to obtain a clear
view of the play and witness the games
in comfort. Tiered platforms, carrying
the usual type of theatre tip-up seats,
have been provided around the table
for the accommodation of 500 people.

Faster, Convent
Train Servic

N continuation of the &
I wide overhaul of country

services, further subsis
improvements in the Nors
and North-western Distric:
came effective on October 1.
departure times from Melb
and accelerated services are
tures of the new timetables.

These altered schedules, 1
with the improvements introd
April last on the South-weste-
North-eastern lines, are fully ¢
in the Country Folder T
which will be on sale early this =

Many improvements, designe:
make the folder easier of refer
have been made in the presents
of the comtents.

A complete index and a
fares table precede the whole
timetables. The standard re-
notes—(a), (b), (c) and so on, re
to picking up and setting dos
sengers, etc.—are set out or
alternate page, instead of being
once only in the front of the {

The budget of useful infor
on many aspects of railway ope
formerly interspersed through
pages of the folder, has nc
grouped and displayed in cor
form immediately following the
state Express timetables.

—_— e

Centenary Air

RAIL TRAFFIC PROBLE

NCERTAINTY as to the actus

and date of the ‘‘ MacRes
International Air Race” (finisk
a transportation problem unique
history of the Department.

Large crowds are expe
attend the formal ceremony ar
pageant arranged In connect
the arrival of the winning
but definite rail arrangement:
be made in advance because
following alternatives :

(1) If the race finishes betws
a.m. and 6 p.m., the eves
coincide with the actual

(2) If the race finishes before
the events will be held =«
p.m. the same day.

(3) If the race finishes after
the events will begin «
p-m. the followiqg dax

The Department is, =
scheduling a special electr
service direct between Flinde
and the Flemington Racecour
form, but it will be gove
flexible instructions to pers
special service being operatec
short notice.

The position is rendered maos
plex because the probable daw
air race finish occurs during t=
of the Centenary Royal Show ¢
a special train service is a.
Furthermore, it is necessary oz
to make special traffic arras
which do not apply to other su
lines.




934

V.R. NEWS LETTER

FANGEMENTS for the new
‘uzlway automatic telephone
v2change will be advanced a

stage this month when
pment arrives from over-
It is expected on October 2.

~quipment will be erected by
atal mechanics under the
n of the contractor’s engineer
.edin), who has been sent to
= by the Ericsson Company,
=, for the purpose.

~quipment is of a design not
installed in Australia. [t
all the most modern develop-
2 will provide for the efficient
mical handling of a huge
telephone business for many
me.

- Work

sw installation will consist
of 700 lines of automatic
and 180 lines for the
switchboard, the ultimate
ing 1,500 and 300 lines
ey The design of the plant
“or these extensions being
in an orderly manner and
convenience to existing ser-

wze amount of preparatory
<en carried out in the Head
ne of the largest under-
nprised the installation of
»f new distribution cables.
300 miles of copper con-
re are contained in these

w Railway Telephone Exchange

An iron main distributing frame
structure, with a capacity for the
orderly termination of 4,000 cable
pairs, was manufactured at the Spots-
wood Workshops, and has now been
erected.

All the Head Office and outdoor
cables have been connected to this
frame, and 2,000 services, com-
prising 700 telephone lines, dicto-
graph services, selector telephones
and so on, have been transferred
from the old cable terminations to
the new distribution frame. This
complicated work was successfully
carried out without any interrupt-
ion to existing services.

All telephones are being overhauled
and reconditioned where necessary to
permit of a maximum of service from

the new exchange.

The new exchange, which will
replace equipment installed 21 years
ago, will be located in the basement of
the Head Office. Four rooms, cover-
ing an area of 2,280 sq. ft. have been
set aside for the purpose.

Protecting Mechanism

The exchange room, where the
equipment will be situated, and the
manual switchboard room in which
the telephonists will perform the
switching for incoming calls from the
postal lines and for the harmonic sys-
tem, have been hermetically sealed.

This precaution is necessary to
prevent the intrusion of dust which
has an adverse effect on the efficient
operation of the delicate mechanism.
A modern air-conditioning plant has
been installed to provide an even
flow of clean air to those rooms.

£
caue ... ... 9,249,866
Zxpenses ... 6,431,790
- 2,818,076

.‘arges and Expenses 3,196,910

wiore providing for
«g¢= on Interest and

ion 378,834
on Interest and
tion . 356,285
ficit 735,119
* k¥

increase of (524,488 in the

ii Account during the year

=z total to £76,111,562, ex-

»res and materials. There was

“w= of £90,682 in interest charges
Lange.

g to the system of train control,

e of locomotives has been 1e-

2 4 hours per 1,000 mules run n

in 1933—34 The ‘‘ gross

rrain hour ' figure, an index of

i train operating, advanced from

526 to 4,006 gross ton miles in

“ic showed a decrease of 188,382
nt to 8.5 per cent.) over the pre-
1 the revenue declined by £282,758
). The principal decrease oc-
car—249,399 tons (22.6 per cent.)

of Commissioners’ Last Annual Report

and {183,633 revenue (24.9 per cent). A

smaller harvest and an abnormally large
carry-over were responstble.
* Kk %

Ticket collection clzoued a marked tmprove-
ment. In 1932-33, 2.38 per cent. were non-
collected, as camparﬂi with last vear's figure
of 1.98 per cent. which closely —approximates
the previous record of 1.93 attained in 1926-27.

There was a diminution in the amount paid
for claims on goods, parcels and live-stock
traffic, the pavments totalling £11,859 by
comparison with £12,095 n 1932-33.  These
amounts each represented .24 per cent. of the
revenue from these classes of traffic.

* %k

Live stock traffic, which was the
heaviest since 1930, totalled 586,187
tons, as compared with 483,774 tons in
1932-33. The revenue revealed an ad-
vance to £675,450 from (£590,691.

Percentages of trains ‘‘on time”
were : Country passenger, 90.35;
country mixed, 83.63 and suburban
electric, 95.16. These are on the basis
of suburban and country trains less than
three and six minutes late respectively
being regarded as ‘‘ on time.’ Since
January 1, 1933, separate records have
been kept on the basis of arrival times
without any marginal allowance. Next
year, a comparison will be made on the
amended basis.

Low Fares For Early
Centenary Visitors

HE arrival of His Royal
Highness The Duke of
Gloucester in Melbourne
on October 18 marks the be-
ginning of the comprehensive
programme of fixtures arranged
tor the Centenary Celebrations.

The Duke’s arrival coincides with
the opening of the Centenary Royal
Show and the period of the Caulfield
Cup meeting. From then on until
the end of October, numerous other
important Centenary fixtures have
been arranged in Melbourne.

Among these are the finish of the
‘ MacRobertson  International  Air
Race,” the Physical Culture Display
by State School children on the Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground and the
Massed School Bands’ Display.

To enable country residents to
witness the Duke’s arrival and the
early Centenary fixtures, substan-
tial reductions in rail fares have
been made.

Exceptionally heavy traffic is antici-
pated, and in a special effort to lessen
congestion on October 18, heavily
reduced fares will be made available
two or three days in advance.

By travelling early—on October
156 or l6—country passengers will
obtain Centenary Cheap Excursion
tickets, representing a reduction of
30 per cent., second class, and 58 per
cent., first class, of the ordinary fares.

On October 12, 13 and 14 and
between October 17 and 30, Cen-
tenary Holiday Excursion tickets—a
reduction of 33} per cent., second class
and 45 per cent., first class—will be on
issue.

—

Photographs On Rail
Periodical Tickets

ECENT advice from overseas
R indicates that, with the object of

preventing unauthorised ticket
transfers, the Berlin electrified railway
company insists on a photograph of
the holder being attached to every
season ticket.

The photograph and ticket are
enclosed in an aluminium frame
which must be returned to the railway
authorities when the ticket is being
renewed.

In the event of any alteration in
the features of the holder because of
shaving, accident, sickness, and so on,
‘a new photograph must be obtained
by the passenger at the earliest pos-
sible moment.”

A proposal to include the photo-
graph of the holder on a number of
country periodical tickets was sub-
mitted to the Victorian Railways
some 10 years ago, but it is not
likely that the innovation will be
introduced here.
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Personal Postscript |

Footballing Family

GOODS Guard Les. Hughson, of the
Melbourne Yard, was a prominent
footballer more than 20 years ago which,
doubtless. accounts for the equally pro-
minent part that his three sons are
taking in the sport at present. He is
justifiably proud of his 18-year old son,
Mick, who is a porter at Bell. Mick’s
consistent form has gained for him the
trophy of best and fairest player in the
Saturday morning Industrial League.
He has already appeared with Preston,
Cariton 2nds, Havelock and the Railway
teams, occupying a different playing
position with each side. Les. jar. is the
leading follower of the St. Kilda league
team, and before joining that club played
with Carlton and Preston. Fred is
carrying on the good work with Preston,
playing with equal success as a ruck and
forward. —F.F.

Claims Agent’s Claims
MR. JAMES SOUTHAM, for-

mer Claims Agent, who was

> recently appointed Chairman of

the Board of Duscipline, quite appro-
priately claims two distinctions. He is
the only remaining member of the
orviginal Transportation Branch staff
who entered the Head Office when 1t
was built in 1891, and he was the first
typist in the Department. He was
self-taught, and used a machine which
laboriously raitled along wunder the
disability of a key board with capital
letters only. Its advent created some-
thing of a sensation at the time. He
aptly describes it as a ‘' portable’
because for five years it was the De-
partment’s sole typewriter, and as such
was moved to and used in many sections
of the service. For all but four of his
48 years’ service, Mr. Southam was
associated with the Claims section.
He was appointed Claims Agent in
1914, in succession to the late Mr.
H. W. Hawkeswood, the first Claims
Agent, who occupied the post for 30
vears. Thus, there have been only
two Claims Agents in 50 years. Mr.
Southam took an active part in the
affairs  of the Victorian Railways
Mutual Benefit Society. The Society’s
annual picnic last year was the first
since 1889 that he was unable to attend.
—M.M B.

360,000 Meals

ROVEDORE L. C. Brown, of
P the Refreshment Services Branch,

is now preparing for the formi-
dable task of feeding 12,000 Boy Scouts
3 times a day for 10 days at the World
Scout Famboree at Frankston in De-
cember. His services have been made
available by the Commissioners at the

special request of the Boy Scouts’
Executive. In  December next Mr.
Brown will devote his annual leave

exclusively to the Jamboree arrange-
ments.  With characteristic precision, he
has reduced to ounces the estimated
amount of most items of food which
each healthy, wvigorous boy will eat.
ltems chosen ai random from his prodi-
gious list are: Butter, 3 oz. per boy
per day ; jam, 2 oz.; sauce, 1% oz.;
pepper, %+ oz.; lea, ¥ ox. and so on
down to 2 eggs a day. Multiplying
each item by 12,000 and then by 10
gives some idea of the magnitude of the
job. Mr. Broun, as the railways
representative, is always a good cus-
tomer of the citrus growers, which
probably accounts for the fact that he
has also ordered no fewer than 1,000
cases of ovanges. He thinks that each
boy should af least have one orange a day.

‘ —R.P.
October Birthdays

ASST Distn. Engineer W. Coe of Elec,
Branch gnd Stationmaster E. C. Wade of
Shunter H. Phillips

‘Tungamah, on the first ;
R.S. Supt. ].

of Maryboiough and Dist.

Noonan of Bendigo, on the second ; Fireman
J. Murzell, of Orbost, on the third ; Driver
H. Cottier of V\’arrnambool Slgnal Spl.

Officer E. R. Roberts and Stationmaster H.J.
Lennon of South Melbourne, on the fourth;
Asst. Chief Mech. Engineer H. N. May on
the ffth ; Q.-in-C. W. Spencer of Geelong
Goods and General Supt. of Transptn, M. A,
Remfry on the seventh ; Clerk A. P. Burdeu
of H.O. Train Running Room and Fireman
I.. Bennett of Warragul on the eighth;
Roadmaster M. Hogan of Ballarat, W. & W,
Engineer G. Massey and Driver Paddy
Zinnow, of: N. M. Loco., on the ninth;
Guard E. P. Tydeman, of Oakle;gh on the
10th ; Elec. Engineer R. Harvey and Fireman
A Fraser, of Benalla, on the 11th; Clerk
J. M. Barklamb, c-o Metro. Supt., on the
12th ; Clerk Rea Hunt of Metro. Supt.’s
Office, Supt. Refreshment Services W. D.
Bracher. Driver F. W. Corrie of Ararat and
Ganger E. F. McLean of Tarwin, on the

Open till
9 p.m.
Fridays

BANISH YOUR HEADACHE

7 out of 10 Headaches are caused by Eyestram
Opticians_at the first signs.
Special Concession to Ratlwaymen and their Famaiiies

COLES & GARRARD Pty. Ltd. - Sight Testing Opticians
370-2 Bourke Street, Melbourne, Cl

"Phone C. 10595
for an
Appointment

Consult our Qualified

18th; Conductor Joe Keppell, of S
street, on the 14th; Chief Clerk T
of Dist. Supt.’s Office, Geelong
Slattery, Clerk to C. E. W, & W, an:
Despatcher T. R. Collier on the
Guard J. T. Sheehan of Melb. Y:
the 17th; Railmotor Driver W, L. -
of Yarram, on the 18th; Leading >
T. Cowdell, of Geelong, on the 19th

R. H. T'wose of Shepparton, Stationmas
Larkins of Euroa, Fireman A. Twes
Ballarat, W. & W. Clerk Dan Conrs
his twin biother Jack, of Acctcy.

the 20th; Slgnalman A. Mover
Metro. Supt., on the 21st; Signal-
Canning, c/o Metro. Supt., Actg

Guard B. F. Lowdav cf Maryboroug
E. H. Courtney, of Flinders-street ~
master’s Office, and Train Despatch
Missen of Spencer-street, on the 22n
Ofhcer Wally Wedgewood on the
Guard F. Nash of Colac on the 24th
R. Rowland, of Maryborough and
L. J. Eldridge of Nth. Geelong, on ¢
Porter J. Streeter of Stawell, on ti
Clerk Jim Wakeman of W. & W, Stes
on the 28th; Stationmaster D. R.
Alphington and Guard R. P. Gre
Geelong, on the 30th and Refreshm
vices Chief Clerk F. C. Campbell cn

W. H. F. Retires

THE news that Mr. W. H.
Officer-in-Charge, Qutwards
Melbourne Goods Sheds, is o=
leave prior to retirement, wil
many reminiscences among rai
from the Murray to the sea.
one of the best-known offici
Goods Sheds through whic
passed many hundreds of station
and clerks now at country statio
parts of the State. Mr. Frila
the Department in 1886, and t
pleted nearly 50 years’ service. !
at the Goods Sheds continuously
past 27 years, occupying for mos
15 years, the position he is vacs

——

Last Mile Post

Y the recent death of M:
Fawcett, a former Chie:
tect, there passes the las

two designers of the Flinde~
station. In conjunction with
Mr. H. Ashworth, he was su
in competition with many
engineers and architects in the
for a design for the State's ;
railway station.

Prior to his retirement
Mr. Fawcett had been for :
continuously  associated  w:
architectural side of the W
Works Branch activities. He
a skill in designing which
itself in many important Depa-
structures.

He occupied the position
Architect from 1919 to 1928, «
in which many railway w
various parts of the State,
progress.

Mr. Fawcett also gained
nence as the designer of the
for illuminating and decora:
three Metropolitan stations du
Royal visits of 1900, 1920 ar
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Transport to The
rtland Centenary

LANS are now in hand
for the handling of an un-
precedented volume of
rraffic to and trom Portland
November 19. On that
H.R.H. The Duke of
wcester will attend the his-
ceremonies depicting the
ig of the Henty Brothers
rtland, 100 years ago.

dules are being prepared for
12 return special trains from
ing districts and from as far
Kanagulk, on the Balmoral
Ararat.
expected that the majority of
s will comprise school chil-
whom there are more than
the area served by the special

ntionally low return fares have
1 for school children. These
{ on half the ordinary school
~ rate, the return Ararat—

fare being only 1/11d. Re-
ires are also being made
for adults.

22 traffic warrants the running
special trains, a service of 15
s frequency will be main-
{ between Hamilton and Port-
2 service unique in the history
Jne.

irrangements

z to limited siding accom-
at Portland, it has been
to make special arrangements
movement of empty trains
rtland to Portland North,
hey  will remain until the
7 of the ceremonies.

fly. it is planned that each of
-st 10 trains will, after de-
=g passengers at Portland,
Ziately return over the 1 in
+ wdie to Portland North one mile
w2 There it will be shunted into
Zings, leaving the main line
or the following train en route
“riland—each set of movements
»eing restricted to 15 minutes.

Imost  identical procedure,
in the reverse directions, will
ved when the return traffic
ces from Portland,

HE estimated attendance of
T between 400,000 and

500,000 people at the
Dedication of the Shrine of
Remembrance by H.R.H. The
Duke of Gloucester on Sunday,
November 11, will, of course,
have its reflex in greatly in-
creased rail traffic.

This memorable occasion will, it is
expected, lead to the creation of a Depart-
mental Sunday traffic record on the
suburban lines and on a number of
country lines.

Timetables for 100 special trains to
supplement the usual Sunday morning
suburban services have been prepared.

Fifteen and 20-nunute services will
operate between T a.m. and 8 a.m.,
and then a LQ-minute service wuntil 10
a.m., after which the ordinary time-
table will be effective. On the Box
Hill and Sandringham lines, services
of T-minute frequency will operate
between 8.16 a.on. and 9.30 a.m. and
7.50 a.m. and 9.30 a.m. respectively.

Spectal  provision 15, of course,
being made to handle the heavy return

traffic.

In wview of the National Signifi-
cence of the Ceremony, special rail
provision 1s being made to enable large
numbers of country residents to make
day return journeys.

It s expected that special trains
will run from Bendigo, Maryborough,
Daylesford, Lancefield, Ballarat, Colac,
Wangaratia, Shepparton, Heathcote,
Sale, Maffra, Leongatha and Won-
thaggt.

These special trains will reach Mel-
bourne between 9.30 a.m. and 10 a.m.,
and leave on veturn at about T p.m.
Specially  reduced rveturn fares—less
than half the ordinary fares—uwill be
on issue.

Special  trains will be run from
Healesville, Warburton, Mornington and
Whittlesea, and specially reduced fares
will be available.

The proposed number of country
trains  to  Melbourne represents the
biggest Sunday service ever contem-
plated in the history of the Department.

Record Traffic for Shrine Dedication

( CUP DAY RAIL
PLANS

ELBOURNE Cup Day

has consistently been the

occasion when the De-
partment has been called upon
to handle the greatest volume
of special passenger trafhc in
any one day.

A feature of the rail arrangements
this year will be the running of race
trains on the return journey direct
from Flemington Racecourse to Flin-
ders-street, stopping at Spencer-street
to set down passengers.

Between the city and the race-
course, up to 15 electric trains will
make fast, express return journeys,
or more than 100 return trips. They
will leave at short intervals, ac-
cording to requirements, shortly
after 9 a.m., and at mid-day the
forward traffic will reach its peak.

Peak Hour

At the conclusion of the day's
racing, the concentration of traffic
will be at its greatest. Between 5
and 6 pum., as many as 30 trains will
leave for the city, and in conjunction
with regular Essendon line trains,
there will be a 2-minute frequency of
trains on the section between New-
market and Kensington.

In an effort to avoid congestion
at the two Metropolitan stations
booking offices, arrangements have
been made for rail and rail-and-course-
admission tickets to be on sale at
stations throughout the suburban area
and at the Government Tourist
Bureau.

In addition to the Cup traffic, many
additional special train services must
be provided for Sunday School and
other picnickers and for visitors to
the seaside and hill resorts.

To assist in the return of this

traffic, which begins almost simul-
taneously with the return of pas-
sengers from the Melbourne Cup

Day meeting, race trains will be re-
leased as quickly as possible and run
express to such places as Ringwood,
Upper Ferntree Gully and Williams-
town.
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The Month’s Topic l

Teamwork

DURING the heavy trafhic last month,
there were numerous exhibitions of

that standard of
characterises the Department’s operations.

teamwork  which

No better example can be quoted than that
associated with the
hurriedly arranged for the period of the
tramway stoppage in the city and suburbs.

Some ten days prior to the arrival of
H.R.H. The Duke of Gloucester on October
18, the final details were being arranged in
the comprehensive organisation of suburban

extra train services

rail services covering the arrival of the Duke,
the opening of the Royal Show, the display
by 15,000 school childrza on thz M:lbourne
Cricket Ground and many other Centenary
fixtures.

On Saturday, October 13, there arose
the strong possibility of a stoppage of the
city and suburban tramway services, and
the Department had to prepare immediately
to augment the existing and proposed subur-
ban train services.

Working with all practicable expedition,
timetables officials prepared schedules for 60
additional trips both in the morning and
evening to run, if necessary, on Tuesday,
October 16. Roster clerks immediately be-
gan the complicated task of arranging for
train crews, while the Metropolitan Superin-
tendent had to arrange for additional booking
clerks at stations where the traffic was ex-
pected to be the heaviest.

All the plans and instructions were
distributed by Monday, October 15.  On
the following morning, the collective effort
of all concerned in this splendid work en-
abled the emergency servic:s to be introduced.

These services were repeated on October
17, but in the meantime, plans were beig
hurriedly prepared to supplement the greatly-
augmented services arranged for October
18—the day The Duke of Gloucester arrived.

The absence of trams made it imperative
to increase still further the number of trains
scheduled, not only during the day, but for
the thousands of people travelling to and
from the city to view the illuminations.

On Friday, October 19, additional trains
had to be supplied for the transport of 5,000
school children (additional to the 1,000
already provided for) travelling to take part
in the Physical Culture Display at the Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground. Furthermore, extra
provision had to be made for the thousands
of people travelling to witness the Display.

Transporting
16,000 Children

S a result of careful organi-
A sation and planning, on the

part of the Education De-
partment in collaboration with
the Railway Department, more
than 16,000 school children were
transported by rail to Jolimont
and Richmond for the Physical
Culture Display at the M.C.
Ground on October 19.

To convey the scholars from 143
schools throughout the suburban area,
29 wrains were used, 19 being specially
scheduled.

A feature of the transport arrange-
ments was the running of special
trains from the Williamstown, Sun-
shine, Coburg and Essendon lines
airect to Jolimont, via Princes Bridge.
Special trains from the Heidelberg,
Reservoir and North Carlton lines
were, of course, scheduled to Jolimont.
Scholars  from other suburbs were
transported to Richmond.

As the display concluded at 4
p.m., the nature of the Department’s
task in returning the children to
their home stations, without inter-
ference to an unusually heavy even-
ing peak traffic, will be readily
realised.

ORI

H.RH.

E must all remember and
respect the trust reposed in
s by this visit of a member
of the Royal Fawily and his con-
vevanew by rail, and be ever on the
alert to ensure the safety and
punctual running of the Royal Train.

Amazing Run
By Steam Train

’ AILWAY history was made in
U.S.A. recently when a steam
train, operating between Chicago

and Milwaukee, attained an average

speed of 92,62 miles per hour over a

distance of 61.4 miles. It was a

world’s record for steam train opera-

tion.

The fastest speed recorded on the
trip was 103 miles per hour. It was
maintained for approxinately two
miles approaching Milwaukee, where
it was necessary to apply the brakes.
The train was made up of the usual
five-cars.

Rail oflicials were jubilant over the
fact, which clearly indicated that the

 possibilities of steam power had not
yet been exhausted.

- collected tickets.

Ticket Collectio
Achievement

TRIKING evidence that
S checking staff generally &

alive to the importance
proiecting the revenue Ly ¢
centrating on the collection
tickets is revealed in the m
recently compiled return of =¢

A new record in the percenta:
non-collected country tickets was
tablished in July. The overall
centage of non-collected tickets f
State was 1.56, which eclipse
previous record of 1.65 in July, |

Altogether, 129,956 printed
blank tickets were issued for the
and of these only 2,031 rem

uncollected—an outstanding ache
ment.

Excellent results were obtain
the Seymour, Dandenong and Ge
districts, the respective percentaz
non-collected tickets being .7

and .98.
After closely studying the d:
figures, the Commissioners ext

‘“gratification at the splendid
disclosed in this return, which
be appropriately featured in the
issue of the * News Letter.”

Train Control Syst
Extends

STATION - TO - STAT
A selector telephone serwv:

now being installed ber
Traralgon and Bairnsdale
both Maffra and Sale. When
pleted, 974 route miles will
been added to the tracks seo
trolled, bringing the total fer
State to 2,0074 miles.

Since it was first introducs
Victoria in 1926, the train
system has been gradually ex
until practically the whole of th
lines have been brought wit
beneficial scope.

There are seven ‘‘ control ¢
—Spencer-street, Flinders-stree
long, Ballarat, Ararat, Bendiz
Seymour.

The train control system rer
the application of modern scic
the practical task of moving -

The system has proved of
calculable value in obviating <«
and securing faster schedule
eliminating the standing tim
locomotives and trains, in obta
better truck loads and in red.
unnecessary train mileage, a
which go to improve that impes
statistical item—gross ton mile
train hour.
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"EAR AND TEAR OF RAILS

aid that rail wear under similar
~hic conditions was governed
-zely by the alignment of the
. straight or curved. Other
~ad some influence, such as
the rails were located on
- level tracks, where brakes
olied and the intensity of
mmposed by wheel loads.

werally, long before the limit of
:= reached, the rails became
at the joints, particularly on
rracks, although occasionally
ce of many of the rails became
i to an extent that neces-
their removal. On straight
~erefore, the life of the rails
ife of the joints.

adly, the life of the rail was

szed at from 100 to 200 million

¢ traffic, the rate of wear on

¢2t tracks for rails of ordinary

being one-eighth inch per
w.lion tons.

- of Rails

ife of rails based on a limit
wear, the allowance for 60
would be 400 years for 1,000
1 A limit of #-inch wear
rails would be 120 years for
as daily and 60 years for
s daily.

n

of the Victorian lines laid
b, rails, which have been in
» to 45 and 55 years and
ess than 1,000 tons daily,
:ppreciable top wear. Many
with 75 and 80 Ib. rails and
up to 52 and 37 years re-

carrying from 3,000 to
s daily, show from 1/16 to 4
vear. Other lines laid with
s in service up to 37 years
i to 3/16 mch top wear.

« fe of rails based on } inch
:Id be 40 years with 20,000
cand 264 years with 30,000

Address by Mr. J. M. Ashworth
to Metallurgical Society

ITTLE-KNOWN facts regarding a highly im-
L portant phase of railroading—the wear of steel

rails—were interestingly and concisely outlined
v the Chief Engineer of Way and Works (Mr. J. M.
Ashworth) in a recent address, by invitation, to the
Metallurgical Society at the Melbourne University.

Mr. Ashworth is a recognised authority on railroad
rracks, and raillwaymen will doubtless be interested in
this condensed report of his address.

HE rate of wear on curves is

more variable, particularly on

very sharp curves. It is much
greatey—depending on the degree of
curvature—than on straight tracks,
and the side of the rail wears more
rapidly than the top. This is due
chiefly to the grinding action of the
wheel flanges, which is the worst
factor in abrasion wear and a very
serious one on the sharper curves,

The relative wear on straight and
curved tracks has been determined by
a large number of measurements, and
it is possible to arrive at a very fair
estimate of the life of rails on curves.

On 15 chain curves on lines laid
with 60 lb. rails, carrying 1,000 tons
daily, the life is 72 years. Fifty-
one per cent. of the Victorian lines
carry less than 1,000 tons per day.
On many of these lines, 60 lb. rails
have been in service for 55 years
and none have been renewed.

Lubrication on Curves

In Victoria, the problem is not a
serious one, outside the suburban area,
as Y4 per cent. of the mileage carried
less than 10,000 tons daily and 70 per
cent. less than 3,000 tons daily,
Moreover, the curves were easy on
lines carrying the greater tonnage.

The rapid abrasion that occurs on
the outer rail of sharp curves under
dense traffic is greatly reduced by
lubrication. In recent years, auto-
matic lubricators have been introduced
with  beneficial results. A special
grease with about 15 per cent. of
graphite is employed, and with efec-
tive lubrication the life of the rail can
be prolonged indefinitely.

Mr. Ashworth summed up the
requitements of a rail as strength,
soundness, tougnness and ductlity—-
the best quality of steel rolled under
the best rail mill practice. He ex-
pressed the conviction that much
progress had been made in the very
complex subject of the wear of steel
rails, and that ‘' we were on the eve
of still greater progress.”

Railway Feat
October 18

ALL previous rail traffic records
in the suburban area were
broken on October 18 when H.R.H.
The Duke of Gloucester arrived at
Melbourne to open the Victorian
and Melbourne Centenary Cele-
brations.

N unusual feature was the heavy
traffic during the evening when
thousands of people thronged

the city to view the spectacular il-
luminations and fireworks.

A particularly heavy strain was
placed upon the suburban system,
and 1t is highly gratifying that this
traffic was handled with characteristic
smoothness and efficiency.

All sections of the operating staff
rose splendidly to the occasion.

DEATH OF ASST.
S.M. NORWOOD

ARLY last month the com-

munity was profoundly shocked
by the murder of Mr. H. T. Nor-
wood, Assistant Stationmaster,
while on duty at Carnegie.

Deep regret was expressed at the
tragedy by Mr. Harris
(Deputy Chairman of Commis-
sioners), at whose request Mr. D.
Cameron (Chairman, Staff Board)
and Wr. W. Tredinnick {(Metro.
Supt.) personally conveyed to the
widow and relatives of Mr Norwood
the sympathy of the Commission-
ers and the service generally.

There was a large attendance of
railwaymen at the funeral, 180
marching in uniform in front of the
hearse. The pall-bearers were
Colonel H. E. Cohen (Assistant
Minister for Railways), Mr. N. C.
Harris, Mr. M. A. Remfry (General
Superintendent of Transportation)
and Messrs. D. Martin, P. Wills,
W. Abraham, J. N. McCarthy and
L. Dawson (Stationmasters).

The record number of 1,383 trains
were signalled at the Viaduct end
of the station. Traffic reached its
peak between 12 noon and 2 p.m.,
when 204 trains were handled—an
average of 102 trains per hour, or
about one train every 36 seconds.

A noteworthy contribution to the
day’s achievement was the signalling
of 1,977 trains on the wvarious lines
through the Jolimont Yard.

Officials who witnessed the work
of the signalmen pay a glowing tribute
to the skill which enabled this un-
precedented number of trains to be
handled with such conspicuous suc-
cess.

The number of passenger journeys
made on the suburban system on
QOctober 18 was 1,092 350, and in the
attainment of this record particularly
fine work was performed among all
sections of the staff, including train
crews, booking clerks and ticket
checkers.
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b Y A Adjuster A. Fahey of Caulfield, on the
H H i Sub-Foreman Bill Roberts of Newp
i .,3*' i P 1 P t . t ; %ﬁ@ the 20th; Painter A.CIID. Goodall of
H s i 9, on the 21lst; Boiler Cleaner H. S. 1
; T H erSO n a OS Scrlp 1 Newport Power House, on the 22nd
i i

First V.R: Man to Meet HR.H.

O Fim Aldred has fallen the honor

of being the first Victorian Rail-

wayman 1o be presented to The
Duke of Gloucester and the only rail-
wayman to take part in the memorable
Royal Progress through the city on
October 18. Fim, who has been on
loan to the Premier’s Office for several
years, was appointed State Transport
Officer, his  particular  responsibility
being the clock-like provision of motor
transport whenever our Royal Visitor
travels by road, either in the city or
country. JFim is travelling on the Royal
Train on all its journeys in Victoria.
He was transferved from the Meiro.
Supt’s office to the Secretary’s Branch
in 1026, and in 1930 was loaned to the
Department of Labor as private secre-
tary to the Mimister. He was subse-
quently transferred to the Premier's
Office, where he has since been allotted
many important duties, notably the
assistant secvetaryship of the Employ-
ment Council. The Council has had
the task of examiming and vecom-
mending the big schemes of wneniploy-
ment velief underiaken in recent vears.
Fim is now 32 years of age. He was
only 20 when he passed the examination
of the Federal Institute of Accountants.
—D.C.

Best and Fairest

ALTHOUGH the Railways football
team was not successful in the
premiership match against the Yellow
Cabs last month, players and ofticials
were delighted when one of the team,
Laurie Wedgwood, gained the equivalent
of the Brownlow medal. He was
chosen by the umpires as the best and
fairest player in the Wednesday League
which, of course, gave great satisfaction
to his father, the popular Hall Officer at
the Head Office. Laurie is evidentiy a
“born” footballer, as before he was 14
years of age, he had travelled to Brisbane
and Hobart as a member of the vic-
torian State School Interstate teams.
Immediately after leaving school, he
played with the Essendon second
eighteen. Last year he was one of the
best rovers and pocket-forwards in the
Yarraville (A) team. He is employed in
the Tarpaulin Section of the Newport
Workshops.—P.R.

From Reso to Roval Train

COMMISSIONERS' SPECIAL guard,
Mark Dean, brings to his appoint~
ment as guard on the Royal Train an
extensive experience on the only com-
parable train in the service—the Reso
Train. In 1927, he made his first Reso
Tour, when round-the-world tourists
from U.S.A. visited Victoria. Since then
he has accompanied Peers of the Realm,
Empire Parliamentarians, scientists,
bankers, graziers and other representa~
tive citizens on similar Reso tours. He
started in the Service at Echuca in 1908,
and was on active service abroad with
the A.LF. He gained his guard’s
certificate in 1912, and at that time was
the youngest railwayman to attain that
grade. Mark was appointed Com-
missioners’ special guard in 1927, and
since then he and the ' Norman ' car
have been inseparables on journeys
covering nearly 100,000 miles on tours
of inspection of country lines.—E.P.

November Birthdays

TATIONMASTER H. H. PERRY of

Geelong, on the first ; Fireman A, Car-
roll of Seymour, ‘Telephone Engineer C.
Melhuish and Stationmaster F. H. Shepherd
of Echuca, on the sccond ; I.dg. Hand Fitter
M. L. Amiet of Newport Workshops and
Stationmaster E. Cassell of Mitiamo, on
the third ; Yard Foreman A. Ring of Melb.
Yard and Asst. Stationmaster H. 5. Mitchell
of Bannockburn, on the fourth; Clerk-in-
Charge H. G. Jones of North Melb. Loco.
and Patternmaker W. A, Scott of Newport
Worksnops, on the fifth; Driver W. H.
Bishop of North Melb. Loco. on the sixth;
D. Camcron, Staff Board Chairman, on the
seventh ;  Stationmaster W. Killeen of
Wilhamstown Pier, Repairer F. Hedley of
Ouyen and W. & W. Asst. Engineer A, P.
JaceLs, on the ninth; Plant Attendant R,
D. Robinson of Newport Power House and
Conductor Dave O’Mahony of Spencer-street,
on the 10th; Porter R. Mason of I"linders-
street, Boiler Maker’s Help E. E. Anderson
and Engine Cleaner G. R. Brown of North
Melb, l.oco., on the 11lth; Repairer G. ‘I
Dell of Mafira and Storeman R. C. West of
Newport, on the 12th ; Acting Asst. Station-
master J. W. Brent of Moama, on the 13tn;
Percy Maher of Room 2, on the 14th ; Actz,
Lag. Shunter O. Blewett, of Maryborougn,
‘T'elegraphist J. Curran of Metro. Supt.'s
Othce, Engine Cleaner F. “I'. Rolfe of Norta
Melb. Loco. and Line Sub-Foreman H. 'I'.
Fenwick of Spencer-strect, on the 15th;
Optg. Porter M. S. Ward of Carrum, Signal-
man H. E. Poge of Glenhuntly and Station-
master R. O’Donnell of Colac, on the 17th;
Asst. Supt. of Refresh. Services A. W. Keown,
on the 18th; Chemist E. A, Allen of New-
port Workshops Laboratory and Asst. Signal

SPECIAL CONCESSION TO RAILWAYMEN

and Their Families
Take advantage of our special concession un i have your eves tested by our Qualified Opticians
>Phone Central 10595 for an appointment

COLES & GARRARD Pty. Ltd., Opticians

370-2 EOURKE STREET, MELBOURNE, Cl

J. Kenny of Benalla on the 23rd; !
A. H. Bennett of Newport Power
on the 24th ; Signalman D. Tovey of ©
Hill, on the 25th; Asst. Engineer
Mclaren, Shift Electrican W. Lary
and Goods Guard E. Woolman of
borough on the 26th ; Engine-drives
Akers of Traralgon, on the 23th: B
Signai Inspector W. J. Pearson on t
and Clerk S.L. Greer of Melb. Good:
30th.—C.M.

Judge of Photo Art

ASTING a critical e
more than 1,200 phot

many of them the work
world’s  leading  photographic
was the recent responsibility of F
Photographer W. Houwieson.
one of the three judges who de
the 300 photographs which
included in  the Victorian S
Photography Exhibition.  The
tion 1s a feature of the Centenu
brations, and will remain oper
Athenaenm, Collins-street, un
vember 10.  Landscape, portr
other studies were submitted *
parts of the British Ewmpire,
and Europe, and the judges
thusiastic about the very high
reached. Although, as a ji
refrained  from  competing
coveted gold, silver and bron:
awards, Mr. Howieson is repre
the Exhibition by two particul
photographs — St.  Pawl’s
Melbowrne, and a landscape a:
berg. -

-—

Last Mile Pos:

HE death occurred recently

William Ashworth, a retirc
Ganger, who was well-known

respected by a wide circle of frier

Department. He was 76 vears of

Mr. Ashworth was connected
Branch for 41 years, and joined as
at Ravenswood in 1877.

He was the first Depot Ganger -
and while there was engaged on :
struction  of the last few mile
Wonthaggi railway.

I'wo of Mr Ashworth’s family -
Department—a daughter is a typ
Electrical Engineering Branch an.
W.N., is now temporarily attact
statf of the Superintendent Trair

L)
WITH the recent death of \i-
Hayes, there passes one of
highly respected officers in the [~
tion Branch. He was 64 years

Nearly the whole of his rail
was spent in the 'lI'ransportation =t
but owing to his position as
Charge of the Sick Leave, Uni
Increments Division, he was knc
majority of the members of the I
tion Branch both in city and cous

At the time of his death, he
pleted 164 years of devoted service
commenced in the District Supers
Omece at Seymour.

The V.R. News Letter is issued =
the Victorian Ratlways Commissione
ratlecayvman in the service. Persona
and other brief succinct contribution
addressed to the Editor, Bettermen:
licity Board, Head Qffice.

Wholly set up and printed in A
the Victorian Railways Printny,
Laurens-street, North Melbourrs
Publishers—The Victorian Rail=
missioners.
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cord Rail Travel
uring Centenary

“IKING figures are con-
w:ned in a statement of the
wecial suburban rail traffic
the first of the Centenary
itions,

stimated by the Metropolitan
ndent that more than

passenger journeys, ad-
0 the normal traffic, were
29 davs during the pecriod
13 to November 14.

BIG V.R. CATERING
JOB AT PORTLAND

T the request ot the State
Cabinet, the catering arrange-
ments for the official luncheon,
attended by The Duke of Gloucester,
and the buffet supper at the Cen-
tenary Ball, at the Portland Celebra-
tions on November 19, were under-
taken by the Refreshment Services
Branch.
A vast amount of organisation

was essential, as the attendances at

Duke’s Recognition
of Tour Services

AMONG those honored by His Royal
Highness The Duke of Gloucester
during his recently-concluded tour of
Victoria was the Minister of Transport
(The Honorable W. S. Kent Hughes,
M.L.A.).

Mr. Kent Hughes, who was a
member of the Cabinet Sub-committee
in charge of all the Victorian arrange-
ments for the Duke’s visit and who
was sclected by the Cabinet to ac-
company the Duke during his tour
of this State, was in recog-

ing are the days on
e greatest number
3 passenger journeys

al of The Duke of
ter, 600,000; Two
=3 by School Chil-
224,000 ; Henley, 140,-
elbourne Cup and
Picnics, 120,000
ire was the unusually
~day traffic. On five
October 14, 21, 28,
- 4 and 11, the ad-
the normal traffic
to 310,000 passen-
svs. On November
140,000 extra pas-
urneys were made
tv for the Shrine
and to Port Mel-
here the warships -
tor inspection.
¢ the four days of the
sirike (October 16 to
« was a total of 2,369,000
= journeys. This rep-

¢« an advance of 74 per
= compared with the

G

THANKS! ONE AND ALL

HE services rendered by the Railways generally,
and the smooth working of the intense and
diversified passenger traffic during the past few
weeks, have been the subject of unstinted praise by
friends and critics alike.
The tasks imposed on
varied enormously from day to day, could not have
been carried out so effectively without skilful planning
and energetic co-operation by the staff,
Commissioners desire to express their personal thanks
and sincere appreciation to all concerned.
This acknowledgment of good work extends not
only to those divectly associated with train runming,
but also to other members of the staff whose efforts
assisted materially in the attainment of a very high
standard of service.

/\MKIW Deputy Chalrman

%gw_ﬁg/ Commlss loner

the Department,

and

which

nition of his services, made
a Member of the Victorian
Order.

Mr. J. H. Aldred, State
Transport Officer during the
Royal visit, who is an officer of
the Victorian Railways on loan
to the Premier’s Department.
was presented with the Royal
Victorian Medal.

A number of railwaymen
who were directly associated
with the Royal Train’s travel
over the Victorian system were
the recipients of mementoes
from The Duke of Gloucester.

the

“WELL PLAYED,
NEWPORT
WORKSHOPS BAND !

:ding days of the pre-
weck. This exceptional

+f traffic includes normal daily
= well as the passenger journeys
ww:n on October 18 and 19.

ctober 18, 2,562 electric
ce dealt with at Flinders-

Princes-bridge stations—
¢ of 448 trains, representing
e of 21 per cent. over a
«v. The maximum density
1t Flinders-street occurred
T and 9 am. on October 19,
~ trains were handled, com-
350 on a normal day—an
7 28 per cent.

2 the period of the tramway
= electric trains—every avail-

— were in service during
ng and evening peak traffic.
:ins ran a total of 10,454
per cent. of which ran to
= minutes of schedule, with-
-orded mechanical defect or
- signal failure.

the luncheon and ball were 200 and
500 respectively. Owing to the catering
capacity of Portland being already
fully taxed by thousands of visitors,
all the crockery, cutlery, glassware
and table linen for these functions
were railed from Melbourne. In
addition, 220 chairs and 27 tables, each
11 ft. long, from the Newport Work-
shops were despatched to Portland.

With the exception of a small
number of items, such as milk and
cream, the whole of the food was
prepared and forwarded from Mel-

bourne. This comprised turkeys,
hams, salads, sweets and 0 on. The
Branch also supplied all the staff,

including 18 waitresses.

Luncheon was also served to about
40 ladiesin the dining car on the Minis-
terial train, and on November 18 and
19 meals were served in the State Car
for the Vice-Regal party.

EMBERS of the New-

port Workshops Brass

Band have been busy
acknowledging congratulations on the
brilliant success achieved at the South-
street Competitions last month.

They gained Championship honors
in the ‘“ C”’ Grade in competition with
five other Bands, and now become Aus-
tralasian Champions in that grade. In
addition, they tied for second place in
the ‘“ Quick Step’ contest.

In reviewing the contests, the
adjudicator fEa\id a tribute to the
all-round efficiency of the Band,
and said that ‘‘the Newport Work-
shops Band gave a superb per-
formance.” .
This was the second occasion

on which the Band had competed at
the South-street Competitions and this
success automatically advances it to
the “B” Grade.

The services of the Band arc in
demand throughout the vear for
picnics, sports, and social functions,
and frequent performances are given
at various hospitals and in aid of
different charitable efforts.
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bt AR L - BY PILOT TR
EHIND the simple statement Following are three letters of appre-
that ‘“more than 7,000 pas- ciation which have recently been ve- VITAL factor in the

sengers were carried by the rail-
ways to Portland on November 19 lies
a story of careful planning and or-
ganisation which made possible a
trapsportation feat notable in the
records of the Department.

In one of the most comprehensive
circulars issued for a special train
service in a country district, provision
was made for 12 special trains to arrive
at Portland at intervals of 15 minutes
between 7.45 and 10.25 a.m.

As siding facilities at Portland were
insufficient for all these trains, the
yard at Portland North, one mile
distant, was used. To maintain the
15-minutes frequency, it was possible
to allow only three minutes for dis-
charging passengers and coupling the
locomotive to haul each train back to
Portland North.

An integral part of the organisa-
tion provided for a ‘‘light” engine
to follow each train as it passed Port-
land North, be attached to the empty
train at Portland and haul it to Port-
land North, the original hauling loco-
motive becoming the ‘‘drop-on”
engine for the next-arriving train.

Triumph of Co-operation

Each train was allowed a minimum
of five minutes to return to Portland
North over the 1 in 40 grade and be
shunted to the selected siding so that
the main line would be clear for the
next train en route to Portland—the
margin being only two minutes in
each case.

Co-operation by all concerned
enabled the various movements (all,
of course, governed by safeworking
instructions) to be carried out with
clock-like precision, and every train
reached Portland on time.

Ten of the trains were located at
Portland North where practically all
siding space was occupied by 80
carriages, 20 vans and 15 locomotives.
Two of the trains remained at Port-
land.

For the return traffic, the trains
left Portland at intervals of 20 minutes,
commencing at 4.15 p.n. A series
of movements, somewhat similar to
those for the forward traffic, were
carried out, with the exception that it
was necessary to stop each train at
Portland North to detach the pushing
locomotive which then returned to
Portland to form the hauling locomo-
tive for the next special train.

Everything worked to the carefully
planned arrangements, and each train
departed from Portland on time.

ceived by the Commuissioners :

H.M.A.S Canberra.

‘“ On ‘departure from Melbourne, I
should like to express to you the
thanks of all officers and men of the
Australian Squadron for the facilities
of travel which you have so kindly
afforded them during our visit for the
Centenary Celebrations.

‘““ Without these facilities the
distance of Port Melbourne from the
City, and the expense of getting there,
would have debarred many from
enjoying so much their stay in port.
The courtesy and readiness of the
Railway Officials to help on every
occasion has been mest marked.
Please accept our most grateful
thanks for your kindness,

Yours faithfully,
(Sgd.) W. J. Ford,
Rear-Admiral Commanding
H.M. Australian Squadron.”

Brunswick Training School.
I would ltke you to convey to the South
Brunswick station staff owr appreciation of
and gratitude for the courteous and capable
manner i which the children of the above
school were handled when they travelled by
rail to and from that station when attending

the vehearsals for the Physical Culture
Display and the Display itself.
Quing to lness, 1 was unable to

accompany the puptls wyself, but each
member of my staff who did accompany
them, speaks in the wost flattering terms
of the kindly treatment meted out to them
and to the children, and specially stress the
highly efficient and careful manner in which
the staff, unaccustomed to handling large

numbers of children, rose to the occasion.

am,
Youwrs faithfully,

(Sgd.) F. A. Moore,

Head Teacher.”

Adelaide.
< I desire to take this opportunity of
thanking you and your staff for all
that was done for our Cavalry teams
when proceeding to and returning
from the Royal Melbourne Centenary
Show.

1 feel that any measure of success
which may have attended the efforts
of the South Australian teams, was
very largely due to the excellent
trapsport arrangements made by
your officials. The Railway arrange-
ments were such that our teams ar-
rived in Melbourne in the best possibe
condition.

Yours faithfully,
(Sgd.) H. J. Copley,
Colonel
Commanding, 6th Cavalry Brigade.”

Duke’s Tours Yield Extra
Country Travel

During the various Victorian tours
of the Royal Train, H.R.H. The Duke
of Gloucester made extended and
brief stops at 16 country centres.

To enable residents at other points
to take part in the receptions to the
Duke, the Department ran many
special trains at very low day-return
fares, and nearly 10,000 people availed
themselves of these rail facilities.

A prehensive arranges
made for the safety

Royal Train in Victoria was

scheduling of a pilot train.

Nothing was left to chance
various detailed circulars, cover
Royal Train’s running schedu
out the precautions to be ot
and to ensure that the inst
were clearly understood anc
being accurately carried out, :
and Signal Inspector (Mr.
Saunders) travelled in charge
pilot train.

Preceding the Royal T-
about 20 minutes but quick
able in case of emergency, v
train virtually ‘ blazed the tr
the Royal Train.

Throughout, Mr. Saunders
in constant touch with the Cas
Points, checking on the runpes
the various trains sched
cross the Royal Train, and in o=
ous directions facilitating the
and punctual passage of the &
Train.

An electrical fitter also
on the pilot train to attenc
failures that might develop
signalling apparatus.

In addition to the duties
out from the pilot train, Bl
Signal Inspectors were on du
important junctions and signs
en route,

Record Sunday Tr
on December 9

RRANGEMENTS made for

trains from country cems
Melbourne, on Sunday, Decem®
connection with the Euchariss
cession, comprise a most compre

Sunday train  service, mor
twenty special trains Thavisg
scheduled.

The Specials will run
bourne from such distant ce
Port Fairy, Maryborough,
Cobram, Albury, Sale, Yar
Wonthaggi.

These trains will be convers
Spencer-street and Flinders-suy
tions between 10.35 and 1!
On the return journey, the
depart between 6.45 and 8 p

In the suburban area, ext
ing trains will be run on Decs
for the Pontifical Mass at St
Cathedral, arriving between
10.15 a.m. For the Euchar
cession, a frequent service w:
on all electrified lines. Thew
will commence to arrive in M«
at about 12 noon.
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view of Altered Train Services

I'ER SCHEDULES
G ATTAINED

TER two months of actual
seration of the compre-
weasive - series of altered
«wrvices in the North and
®estern Districts, operat-
cials have expressed satis-
at the train performances.

than 2350 regular passenger,
:xed and rail motor services
wcted, and in many cases
:laccelerations were provided.

timekeeping has been main-
irticularly on those sections
lerated schedules were intro-
“xcept for occasional short
se to the heavy Centenary
i to the temporary speed
=s on the ‘“‘down” side of
e saving of 40 minutes on
ourne—Adelaide journey has
crally achieved.
Ticulty has been experienced
: 40 minutes also on the
«~Mildura line, where ad-
the new schedule on the
run has been the rule.

sbstitution of petrol electric
rs for mixed trains on the
I and Echuca lines has
e expected saving o three
the overall running time on

,;. S.
services, Too

-n October 15 and November

ngers from the Swan Hill

. four hours on the journey,

sed Melbourne eight hours

in prior to October 1. This

possible by the scheduling

« ‘itional fast train from Ben-
felbourne.

.r satisfactory results have
the overhaul of the goods
~ices. Of outstanding im-
w~as the inauguration of a

train for perishables and
«iing from sections of the
stern and  Wimmera Dis-

ssly timed to reach Mel-
6.20 a.m. daily, this train
accelerated to arrive at
—+4.45 a.m. on Tuesdays
~days. It i1s now running
urne, wia Maroona and
th loading from the Portland
ch lines, Murtoa—Ararat,
~Warracknabealand Lubeck-
nes.
sccess  generally which has
introduction of these train
s is in a large measure due to
“wasiastic co-operation of the
« staff who have quickly adapted
“=s to the many complex situa~

parable from such an extensive
»f schedules.

Long-Welded Rails
In Country Now

PREPARATIONS are now being made

for relaying 14 track miles of the
Deniliquin-Moama line with long-
welded rails—the first occasion upon
which this modern type of rail has been
used in a country district.

Previously, welded rails have been
used exclusively in the suburban area
where, since 1931, 36 track miles have
been relaid.

Completion of the work on the
Deniliquin line will effect a vast
improvement in the riding qualities
of the passenger vehicles, and also
result in a reduction in maintenance
expenditure.

Serviceable 73-1b. steel rails, re-
leased from the Ballarat-Maryborough-
Donald track, now on hand at the
Reclamation Depot, will be used. The
whole of the welding will be carried
out at the Spotswood Workshops.

Five rails will be welded into
lengths of 103 ft. 4 in., and it is ex-
pected that more than 3,700 rails
will be required. Welding is being
carried on at the rate of 25 per
day, and when additional equipment

is installed, this number will be

increased to 50 per day.

ELEPHANT v 20,000 VOLT
UNDERGROUND CABLE

HEN the attendant of an elephant

at ‘‘ Joyland "’ tethered the animal
to a massive, elongated iron bar driven
into the ground, he little thought that
an elephant—indirectly, at least—would
be added to the list of unusual factors
which occasionally cause trouble on the
suburban electrification system.

Recently, the circuit breakers
““opened ”’ at Caulfield sub-station,
and Immediatelv a fault was recorded
in the 20,000 volt. underground cable
‘“somewhere between Jolimont and
Caulfield.” The cable’s 64 miles
tortuous course is underneath parks
and streets and over the Yarra River.

An ingenious fault-localiser is part
of the Electrical Engineering Branch’'s
modern equipment, and this remarkable
piece of mechanism was connected to
the cable at the Jolimont end.

It quickly recorded that the fault
was 306 feet distant, and after care-
fully measuring 306 feet, officials
found themselves in the midst of
““Joyland.”

Excavation had not proceeded very
far when the iron bar was discovered.
It was revealed that the attendant,
rather than withdraw the bar when
leaving, drove it further into the
ground. In doing so, the bar pene-
trated the 20,000 volt. cable—a mere
3 inches in diameter—and although
barely touching the conductor inside,
a leakage of current developed.
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OADING the first of

the welded rails for re-
laying a portion of the
Deniliquin-Moama line.
This picture illustrates the
great flexibility of the 104
ft. 3 in. rails when round-
ing a curve. No chains
are used to secure the rails
to the trucks, and when
the vehicles have nego-
tiated a curve the rails
revert to their normal
straight position. Forty-
five rails, each weighing
22 cwt., or a total of 45}
tons, will be loaded on
each pair of ** Q" trucks.

TORNLELE R R e bR R D D D

Record Quantity of
Flour Shipped

RECORD shipment of 379,610

bags of flour was conveyed in

the s.s. Masunda which left
Victoria Dock, Melbourne, for North
China last month.

Five hundred and one ‘I trucks
were necessary to rai} this huge quan-
tity of flour from centres in various
parts of the State.

Careful transport organisation and
the systematic scheduling of certain
quantities each day according to the
loading capacity of the ship entirely
eliminated any congestion at the
ship’s side

Telephoning the World
From Royal Train

O-OPERATION between the Postal

and Railway Departments made
possible the provision of unique tele-
phone facilities on the Royal Train
during its recent tours in Victoria.

A telephone was installed in No. 4
State Car — the car occupied by The
Duke of Gloucester—and at each point
where the train stayed overnight, con-
nection was made with the postal tele-
phone system.

By this means, it would have been
possible to conduct a telephone con-
versation from the Royal Train with
any of the telephone subscribers con-
nected to the Postal Department’s tele-
phone network throughout the world.

This was the first Royal Train on
which direct telephone connection was
established with the Postal Exchange.
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Footplates and Footlights

INNER of an open champion-
]/ i/ ship in elocution, ovatory and
dramatic work at South-street,
founder of the V.R.I. Dramatic So-
ciety and producer of the first play
staged at the V.R.I., Melbourne, are
comparatively little known sidelights
on the career of Metro. District R.S.
Supt., W. H. Deasey who retires on
December 4. On that day he completes
more than half a century of service in
the department—1to be precise, 50 years,
4 months and 7 days. In 1884, he began
as a ‘‘boy” at the long-since de-
molished Williamstown workshops which
were the nucleus of the present famous
Newport Workshops, where he started
his apprenticeship in 1888. Later, he
joined the Drawing Office staff at
Newport and Head Office, and in 1919
was deputed by the Department to
assist in the construction of ‘DD
locomotives at  Thompson’s Foundry,
Castlemaine. Promotion to officer-in-
charge of the Train Running Room
preceded his appointment as District
R.S. Supt., at Ballarat and Geelong.
During his 11 years in the Metropolitan
area, he has, om many occasions, ve-
lieved the Supt. of Loco. Running and
Loco. Supplies. An extended holiday
abroad found Mr. Deasey spending
miuch of his time in the Drawing Offices
and Workshops of the leading railways
in Great Britain and South Africa.
—H.

Sydney Express Identity

DURING the recent Royal Train tours,
the familiar ‘‘Hullo, Dave,” which has
been echoing along the corridors of the
Sydney expresses, for the past five years,
was conspicuously absent. Conductor
Dave O'Mahony had been allotted to the
Royal Train, and many regular travellers
between the two capital cities missed his
cheery presence. Dave’'s experience as
a conductor is probably unique in the
service. He has been conductor on
two Royal Trains, 16 Reso Train tours
and 20 Better Farming Train tours,
and his work has been characterised by
a thoroughness and attentiveness to

detail which have won the appreciation
of many distinguished travellers. Dave
started as a porter at Bendigo in 1911,
and since coming to Spencer-street, in
1923, he has travelled all over the State,
including periods on the Melbourne-
Adelaide expresses. He confesses that
the hardest task to set him would be to
estimate with reasonable accuracy the
rail mileage he has covered during the
past 11 years.—R.R.D.

Life Savers’
A DEVELOPMENT of far-

reaching importance to the Royal

Life Saving Society was the
Jormation last month of an Australian
Federal Council which will initiate
uniform control of life-saving through-
out Australia. It will also embark
on an extensive campaign 1o stinnilate
further interest in life-saving and
swimming generally. When the Council
sought a Secretary, it was not surprising
that they selected Ermie Pleyvdell, of the
Claims Agent’s staff. He has been the
energetic and completely successful Secre-
tary of the Royal Life Saving Society
of Victoria for the past 2% years. This
executive experience, combined with his
wide practical knowledge of life saving
(he holds every possible award) fore-
shadows that the Council will exert a
potent influence throughout the Com-
monwealth. In recent years, Lrnie has
found time to take an active part in the
administrative side of cricket and
football. He was treasurer of the
Prahran football club, secretary of the
Brighton and Elsternwick cricket clubs.
Last year he became actively associated
with the St. Kilda football club for the
first time, and he was immediately
appointed a League delegate. —F.W.

Secretary

EDecember Birthdays

DRIVER T. M. Holt of Geelong, Asst.
Engineer C. E. Bennetts, Fireman S
Marks of ‘Traralgon and M. ]J. Brennan,
Officer-in-Charge Powers Machine Division,
on the first ; Live Stock Agent W. Robert,
Guard L. H. Young of Stawell, and Carpenter
B. F. Esposito of Bendigo, on the second ;
Signalman A. J. George of Geelong and
Road Foreman E. J. Lrammer of Bendigo,

~N

HAVE YOUR EYES TESTED

By our Qualified Opticians, if you suffer from Headaches or Eyestrain
Special Concession to Railwaymen and Their Families
'Phone Central 10595 for an appointment

COLES & GARRARD Pty. Ltd., Opticians

370-2 BOURKE STREET

MELBOURNE Cl

on the third; Rolling Stock E-y
Cannington, Porter T. M. Keenan
and Metro. R.S. Supt. W, H. Deas
fourth ; Transportation Despatchs
Harvey, on the fifth; Relieving
master H. Neilson, on- the six
Stock Clerk S. C. Jones, Actg. Sig
G. H. Crocker of Speed, and Asst &
J. P. O’Brien on the seventh;
Withell of Wangaratta, on the ez
Meares of Room 2, and Night Dep-
W, House of Seymour, on the ni
R.S. Supt. E. Jackson of Geelong
Cleaner A, J. Deakes of Bendigo, a-
master E. A. Anderson of Hamil
10th ; Ldg Shunter P. J. Grees
Yards and Goods Guard T. L.
Donald, on the 11th ; Inspector T
on the 12th; Signal Porter E.

of Wedderburn Junction, on the 1
Wright, Victorian Rep. G.T S
Weighbridge Attendant S. laylor
on the 15th; Yard Foreman
Carpenter R. J. Jeffery of North
Yard Porter F. O. Baddeley of |
the 17th; Driver T. N. Palmer
borough and Clerk Ted O’Loug
and W. Stafl Office, on the 18th
J. S. Vaughan of Geelong, and :
W. S. Lawler of Traralgon, on
Ganger T. Edwards of Tyabb, or
Clerk H. C. Easterby of W. and
and B.M. Help C. M. Higman «
Wagon Shops on the 21Ist; Gu
Pollard of Warragul on the 22nc
Supt. W. Tredinnick, Stationmsz
Chalmers of Banrnsdale and Porter
of Geelong, on the ‘).3rd Repairer
of North Carlton, on the 21th; [
T. Zock of Seymour, Road I
Ryan of Oakleigh and Sub-Fo:
Jones of Spotswood, on the 27
Loco. Running A. R. Stamp, Firemu
Ward of Ararat and Asst. Med
G. Sutton, on the 26th ; Advtg. A=
Jack and Road Foreman H. Lane
on the 27th; Asst Melbourne G
‘W. Arundel and Goods Guard H
Geelong, on the 29th ; Comptroll
T. F. Brennan, Driver W, Rampliry
borough and Senior Train Despa:
Devine of Seymour, on the 30th :
E. Rickard of Spencer-street, ¢

ML

Stores Expert

ITH characteristic alacrity

portation Stores  Officer
Turner, has passed, amended or &
his last requisition for Stores
staffs will miss his crisp, pith
randa, typed by himself. He
typewriter continuously during
30 years. Mr. Turner rets
month with 49 busy years of ra
to his credit. He recalls appres
the fact that his railway know!
largely due to the thorough ear:
ing he received from Mr. W. Fus
a tormer Chief Commissioner
then S.M. at Ararat. Later
clerk to Mr. Fitzpatrick when =
was S.M. at Spencer-streer
Turner’s excellent work in rees
phases of the stores supply sys:
‘I'ransportation Branch led to
tion for the post of Tram
Stores Officer when it was o
1921. He brought to that posit
practical experience gained &«
stations, ana the watchful anc
control he exercised over th
requisitions was invaluabl
Department. He possessed as
uncanny knowledge of the ¢
quirements of stations throug
service.—k.K.

The V.R. News Letter is issuec
the Victorian Railways Commission
railwayman in the service. Per:or_
and other brief succinct contributic
addressed to the Editor, Bettermen
ticity Board, Head Oﬂﬁce‘

Wholly set up and printed in
the Victorian Railways Printsg
Laurens-street, North Melbour=
Publishers—The Victorian Raiw
missioners.,
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